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MADAM» 


WHEN  I  say  that  I  address  a  ladv, 
who  has,  for  twenty  years,  feasted  the 
eye  with  a  form  and  features  the  most 
enchanting,  and  ravished  the  ear  with 
tones  and  execution  the  most  exquisitb, 
I  am  confident  that  none  who  ever  saW 
you,  in  concert  of  opera,  can  cohtrt-- 
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LUCK-Y   ESCAPES. 


iCHAP.  I. 


thoiti  who  walk  in  hatte»  without  lootEing  before  them,  likd 
people  walking  in  the  dark,  must  not  wonder  if  they  ma 
tg^ntt  each  other. 

J-iUt),.  my  Lord!"  exclaimed  Lady 
Atethusa^  "  had  not  your  star  come  so 
r^  abruptly  in .  contact  -with  my  elbow, 
through,  your  dingy  gr^at-coaty  I  protest 
I  should  l^ave  imagined  myself  run  down 
by  some  Mercury  of  the  police,  flying,  o|i 
the  win^  of^  Malewlaice,  to  prevent  two 
Jiiendi  from  winging  each  other,  in  order 
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ft  prerMtB  a  J^  f6f  the  SJf gednS,  food  Tor 
the  news-writers,  and  entertainment  for  the 
public." 

"  Double  me  up  with  the.  right  hand^ 
^nd  $\\\t\i  irt*  imd^r  iht  cWii'  \^tth  the 
left  in  the  same  roimd,  ray  Lady,  if  so  he 
as  I  thinks  as  how  my  Lord  seed  your  Lady- 
,  ship  at  all ! — no  more,  than  he  would  a 
harouchCy  if  we  were  just  setting-to  at  a 
sparring-bout,  ihof  the  leaders  were  tip- 
ping him  the  kybes^  by  treading  upon  his 
heels." 

''  His  Lordship  is  not  a  little  obliged  to 

upol^y  "" »  M!flfort«?d  by  fhe  ffciy 

elegant  betting-to  attitude,  milSt  haWsltell- 
ced  any  one,  even  of  the  tribe  ofGidleian^^ 
to  a  felnate  it  H  irt^^ieiMe-^{  QbM^,  his 
i/onMiip  BiJiy  rc^Vet  tl^e  \£$^  of  ^%(l^ei^K  lis 
sfooik  us  be  ^ieai^el>  mi  tlMnl^  ftft  ¥mi[iMe 
:frfMd  tot  httViyig  %o  mfiiAahf  ekpl^iM 

«««y  ai  pbmt^k  kii^nwi  uTiijff^,  i>y 

thy 
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my  tsLiy,  wSl  in  no  trifling  manner^  I  as- 
sure your  Ladyship*  Your  pafdoa  so 
speedily  procared>  aft^r  such  an  oflTenc^ 
Poo,  IS  a  fiivour  full  as  highly  prized  as 
%irjth  difficutty  expressed.  But  I  am  infi« 
tilieiy  liappy  to  perceive  that  my  shamefol 
inattention  has  not  inflicted  any  material 
Injury  on  your  Ladyrfiip.** 

'^  Not  a  material  injury  ! — Have  you  not 
broken  my  eltK)w  to  pieces  f  See,  ray  poor 
thumb  is  quite  gone  V  And  the  playful 
lady  shook  her  pretty  hand.  "My  fingera 
ttogle  to  the  very  tips!—!  dedare;  my 
Lord,  I  don't  think  I  shall  be  able  Jto  an* 
swer  the  florid  epistles  of  any  of  my  rm^ 
m^FOua  <A>iTe«pondents^  eveu  with  a  three- 
HueMlet-dGj^yCnr  three  inontbs  to  cotne !" 

'•'if  any  of  yom*  JadysMp'^  correspond 
Stents «c  .^ntlemen^  I  bai^dity  know  whe* 
Iber  most  ^o  envy  or  to  pity  them/'  'siid 
Ills  Larddiip^  ansiioiis  td  reinstate  bhnseif 
in  iie^Ladysbip^  good  graces,  having  been 
wine  time  ut  CbfoefOry. 

"  Why,  1  must  cd^ess  I  am  not,  at  pre^ 

s  2  sent. 


€  tUCKY    ESCAPES; 

sent,'iiitbc  habit  of  corresponding  with^anyr 
gentleman,"  and  Tier  Ladyship  looked  v^ry 
krohly :  "but  I  beg  pardon,  my  Lord/ you  are 
rolling  out  <i(  the  Pai*k  With  inconceivable 
velocky,  and  I  have  dragged  you  back  as 
far  as  the  Bridge,-— No  further,  my  Lord,  I 
fDtreat  you.? 

''  As  far  as  tht  gate  of  ti\e  Gardens,  at 
all  events,  my  Lady:  but  I  fear  you  will 
not  find  a  soul  there;  your  watch  must 
have  misled  yxni ;  you  are  two  hours  too 
soon.'* 

•  ^'  Oh  no,  my  Lord  !  i  shall  be  in  tole* 
rable  tinrte,  as  I  have  a  previous  vi$it  to 
make  to  a  distressed  family,  which  wiU 
nearly  eke  out  the  vacancy.  Ah,  I  see  I  am 
Wrong,  as  usual — That  look  convinces  me 
that  I  am  fast  verging  towards  despica- 
bility.-— A  giddy,  headstrong  young  crea*- 
ture,  galloping  to  ruin,  in  spite  of  hints  and 
iiiuendoesl^^What  is  a  young  woman  of 
fashion  wkhout  a  reputation }  and  how 
can  a  young  ^oman  of  fashton  preserve 
her  reputation^  whilst  madly  ruxmiiag' to 

,  soothe 
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3oathe  the  afflicted^  support  the  fbther- 
I^ss,  and  clothe  the. naked? — ^Well,  welU 
jny  good  Lord,  forgive  me  this  time,  and. 
I  win  pi^itively.  endeavour,  to  commence 
economist.  Instead  of  giving  five  or  ten 
pounds  to  preserve  an  amial^le  creature, 
or  an.  infant  family  frojn  pet'ishing,  I  wilt 
content  mysielf  with  giving  the  ^mor^tcu;?! 
of  a  hundred  guineas  to  heara  song  sung 
before  my  friends,  by  a  perstonwhose  eiL» 

eellence  is  far  alcove  my:  coitipfe|ien8iO!i^ 
and  wh6se  language  I  am-  so  impolite  a9 
not  perfectly  to  understand/' 
.  *'  Every  thing  that  you  do.  Lady  Arer 
thusa,  must  be  amiable ;  I  only  wish  yoi} 
to  be  guarded  against  imposition^  Every 
corner  of  the  town  swarms  with  distres&cc^ 
families,  if  you  will  believe  them.  This 
visit  may  possibly  be  to  some  officer's  wi* 
dow  or  so,  who  has  introduced  herself  ta 
your  benevolent  attention,  through  a  eo* 
lumn  of  the  Morning  Post,  or    ,  y  : 

"  Oh  no,  my  Lord;  this  is  positively  an 

ofiScer's  wife.'*    , 

b3L  "Why, 


^ 


6  itrcrr  £scAn#. 

'*  Why,  yoHr  Ladyships  I  always  finder- 
s;tGk»d  that  officem  was  gentlemen,  and 
•lived  like  gentlemen,  and  tbehr  ladies  too  $ 
I'm  SUM  they  usfed  to  do  so  in  onit  coun* 
try/*  ^  ' 

"  Most  probably>  Mr,  Gregory ;  and  it 
is  owing  to  liTing  like  gentlemen,  and 
their  ladies  too,  that  acts  of  insolvency  so 
often  become  reiquisite  to  relieve  them; 
or  the  best  of  monarchs  would  toon  hai^ 
a»  army  witbout  officers,  whilst  it  is  the 
f age' to  live  like  gentlemen  on  five  shiN 
lings  a-day.  Now,  I  dare  say>  Mr.^  Gregory, 
yoxt  would  venture  to  bet  as  much  on,  a 
battle  between  two  boys  ?'* 

^  As  much  !  lord,  lord,  my  Lady  !  why 
I  lost  five  guineas  upon  one  this  very 
moraing;  and  I  don't  grumble  at  it  neither, 
for  I  never  seed  prettier  platf  in  my  htynk 
dajt/s  t — five  to  two  in  our  favour  all  along, 
my  Loid  knows,  till  a  siratt^arm  blow 
darkened  the  peeps  df  the  little  Murigo;  and 
then  a  din^"^  when  be  cotildn't  keep  no 
sure  guard,  did  his  business  at -once.'*  ^       ^ 

''  That 


'  ♦.• 


"^Tla^  mu^iu^ve  tNceti  m^^i^Higiy  en- 

my  I4w4/'  My  Uft^  ^ivnstf^  thwi ;  nif 

U4y  put  h«r  handl^rchjef  ^  hff  f«ce  i 

Mr.  <?re|fory  puUe4  «ip  W»  wwH-dotlvw* 

q>amng  for  half  a  dozen  rounds  /-  bec^in^v 
49  ypu  sf*,  wy  I»3|ly,  wy  Lp?4  is  »  pretty 
cp^rrer  hi9  Q«r|i9i^lf ;  but  in  tiw  be&t  ^f  th« 
/iKij  \«k«n  it  v«al^  have  4pne  yqur  he{ivt 
|[99^  tp  hs^VQ  s^en  the  little  &/<ici(;  T<*set^ 

fw  aU  Q»e  Qf  tiK^f «gw  vratk^  PttflN  yp^  big 

a«  W  Onng««  99^  the  t'(»th?ir  :»  cl9M  ^1 

%  tnwer'^puwenr-vfhy.  wwWypuf  y4yship 

Mnk  it  ?«»4r«,n!  tp«  if  ipy  J^Pn*  4»4q't  P-Hit 
to  the  road  side^  tO'  see  one'of  th@  ^4^)^ 

<»dfll«:  fimvim^net  trpt  tyi  anA  never 
^  «|l*^itot  but  b}«  iiw4s^p  p99t?4  hi9 

tWQ  Hundred  readily  enough  for  certain." 

1 4  "  Two 


^  i.  ■■  •       «     •      T   ^ 
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*' two 'hundred  !  Oh,  shkiiie  ?  CouW'his 
lordship  content  himself  with  betting  'sb 
pitiful  a  sum  as  two  hundred  guineas  oti 
an  object  so  truly  interesting  as  the  Xvit- 
nessing  a  poor  black- boy*s  eyes  being  .b^^ij 
out  by  a  superior  white  one  !'*  His  Lonf*^ 
ship  hemmed  again;  her  Ladyship's  eyes 
glistened,  and  she  could  with  difficulty  re- 
strain a  frown;  Mr.  Gregory  drew  up  his 
crest. 

"^  My  Lord  seems  to  look  as  thof  he 
didn't  Kke  What  Yve  said,  my  Lady, — Well, 
if  I'm  to  be  turn'd  off,  it  don't  much  mat- 
ter ;  I  may,  mayhap,  get  a  pound  or  two* 
a- week  more  with  somebody  else;  for,. 
thank  God,  our  business  never  was  btisker 
than  it  is  at  present;  and  gemjnen  of  nier- 
tit,  in  the  po^fcssion,  are  choice  articles^'--'' 
1  know  one  in*  the  Rules  of  the  Bench  that 
longs  for  me/* 

"•'•^A  pound  or<wo,  Mr.  Gregory!  I 
•  Aoirid  iipprehehd  that  ten  or  a  dozeii 
y^xkb'a^WMk  more,  w^  a  trifling: 

*yinL^'.:^\i  '...-  ••:■    •  ■''  '  - ■■  object 


object  indeed^  to  any  nobleman  langoisb^ 
hg  for  so  delectable  a  compdiiiom"   •    -   ? 

''.Oh  no^  my  Lady !  I  don't  desire  to  ofndl 
asthat;  I  have  seven  pounds  ^-week'iiQW^ 
and  tw€ive  more  would  make  if  moretium 
double^  you  know."    •'.••*.       •: 

'* Only  seven  pounds a->weeknow !  mon^ 
ttroQs! — ^Well  might  your  Lordship  «hak# 
your  head' at  the  idea  of  my  ntraVaganza^ 
but  what  would  you  thinks  were  T  to  teH 
yon  that  I  actually  came  out  with  the 
liorrid  determination  of  allowing^dn  amia- 
ble lady""  and  f5ve  lovely  children  no  lesl^ 
than  twenty-one — shillings  weekly/  Untri 
she  sees  her  husband^  who  is  now  in  the 
West  Indies  P'  '  \ 

'*  Then  if  the  per«ott  really  have  a  hu»-- 
band,  I  make  no  doubt  butybnr  Ladyship 
will  soon  learn  that  he  is  some;  dissipated. 
feIlow>  tod  fond  of  good  > living  and  th^* 
Madeira  bottle/  to  have  any  cashibr  family, 
conci^fns."  •.  .  •  -    •     • 

'^Why,  really,  my  librd/  I  am.af<^id'he 

will  :turn  out-"a  kiftd'of  Voteptuary  on*o»r 
^  B  5  ^         hands^ 
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hands^  for  I  havie  already 'Ie^rnr«  that  a!-* 
though  be  h«s  beeo  four  monthft  in  cap-* 
dvity  «C  Giaadafoape/ and  received  some 
dight  ^xraUkes  from  the  maraud iqg  partyi. 
D^tth  rushed  on. htm  ^h\hA  twm^tktgonn 
shady  bank,  idly  cotitetnptatrng  an  ex- 
ceUetit  drawioi;  firom  thr  pencil  of  \\\% 
cktest  danighier^  inclosed  in  the  last  letter 
from  his  wife  ;  eren  in  such  a  situalioii>, 
my  LofA,  ^hen  leconoaiy  fmght  he  deemed 
ahiio6t  mdis^vmkHy  tic^esaary^  f  am  in* 
formed  that>  Aot  c^nteiit  with  the  cboioeafc 
viands.  OQ  the  Jshrnd,  be  has^  for  many 
^iMeefcs  'shafiiefuUy  indUalged  in  copious  liba^ 
cions  of  jJfiesttits  fiarL,  M  t^vp  shillings  |>ei? 
ounce,  merely  because  he  vas  anfoiittcd 
4hat,  fey  pamperiiiig  his  kKM^dinate  appetite 
tMa  {Siicii  tdsMpeottS  diel;  i\e  nught  possibly 
;s€e  ki&  wife  rand  cdiildreA  a  tew  days  jbo^sb^cj: 
iban  be  ooirid  otinerwise  ejc^ec^  : — buit  we 
.a3*e  n^aritbe .gald,  I  peivaeive j  I  will  there* 
fore  wish  your  Lordship  and  your  ^uniabla 
friexid  ^.g-ood  morait^g. — May  yoiirnseeond 
'»ttesR^  4o  mM  tiX  £ark;i  my  Lord^  prove 
3  more 


more  propitious  than  your  recent  one ;" 
his  Lonhliip  hemmed  again-^bowed — ^re- 
turned her  Ladyship's  2ood-morrow>  and'- 
ghdly  moved  eastward.  Mr.  Gregory  pul«^ 
led  off  his  hat>  put  it  on  again,  and  moved: 
eastward  also ;.  he  would  have  spoken>.  in- 
deed, but  began  to  ^  fancy  that  her  Lady- 
ship meant  more  than  she  said,  and.  had; 
said  pore  Jth^n  hsi^ould  thoroij|^l»lj  Dnder- 

9(^ ;  h^  ibergfers  iw»e»d  to  hivm^h^^ 
"  A  jtfitf  tonpi^  jDiito  »  wjp?  lMNd>^'  9sA 

icsolved  to  follow  my  Lord  qifiedy.  Her* 

Ladyship  smiled;  while  thinking  how  his 
Lordship  must  enjoy  iiis  happy  escape^  an4>. 
with  Mrs.  Tacit,  entered  the  gardens^. 


a>6  CHAP. 


^kQ^gh  -eiwiMti  to  jhis  bed  {w  a  "wkdHi^ 

bfmtiHi^l  iti^ideg  of  upptariag  fc^ore  the 
f tf^rt^i  wd  uoierriflg  JFudg« ;  but  aetuaHjr 
if^igftf 4  fti>  :lPiii  intp.  the  hands  of  h^ 
M^kefi  fifthoytt  t\»  ftmaUesf  traits  of  dktor-* 
^ij^  of  i>CHiH9t4snaiici^  the  sure  cpiteiibn  of 
^n#0Wus  ^rrof ;  at  the  reoolliactipn  of 
«9i)rpli(e^i  ftftiicia}  &mine>^  or  roy^l  ruin; 
So  m«y  Wf  txiier  the  {irqbenefi  of  ouf  fiod^ 
aia4  siag  hffJl^iiJAhs  tpibfiK39^mbiing5liad» 
9f  tbe  limve^  beseypfenti.  ilsifit^iMted,. 

iodr  AfieihtiM  8^1in0|pit*va9  id  fbrm  aiut^ 
«t9Mr€i  irM  »  modem  kni^gor  would  feei^ 
jdhgIi  9i<0&i^ioo  ill  jstaring  ofit^^f  coni^-t- 
fenwjs^.    fibc  ^^as  Aetlher  ndl  swk^  «hprt ; 
1)94  a  ioi&Me'pofiioii'^fthe  lily  in  hcr^ 
KSMnpteiLSfEMi^  ii^  d4lu>f  ^ge£ffihe  rose ; 
|)cr  teetb  irene  tvhite  and-  eycct ;  h«r UpK  a. 
iitfte  fQliifttg^  and  Bed  as  a  cherry;  fhe 
iniu  difffc  l^i^^eje,  vhkh -tseiiiad  hten 
<cii^«^h*io  piieroe  td^  AQid  of  a  fimtnrate 
|«)l^jciaii;  and  haija  pecuiiir  IrtiiM^  at  a* «* 

sisting?^ 


sistxB^  her  tongne,  wbenevtf  die  chose  t^ 
besdtirical.  She  Iiadjast  entered  her  twenty- 
fiecond  T«ar«  and  sixcceci'mg  wholly  to 
the  Esarl's  property,  ifaB  umversalijr  aUowel 
to  po6se»  '^  evenr  requisite  to  rei^kr  die 
marriage  stateJiappy/^  Butalas^  aothiog 
is  perfect  in  bumaa  nature  i  so  Lady  An&- 
tfattfia,  though  hla&ming  i»  31  summer 
nmming^,  whefi,  all  the  Hearkens  ^Hlent  and 
radiant^inged,  a -zephyr  scarcely  whiapem 
in  theripenisi^  diy>  had^  through  the  mo- 
dinm  of  ao  ediirat«pii  utaus  m  wifa^Mmk- 
dMe,  imbibed  strange  passions,  not  l^mdMr 
gerouB  to  the  Jof^  x%s  Ibaii  happy  fbr 
them  At^i  Aey  fkovid  b^  JUtle  k^oown  to^ 
the  ¥f&tyfvd  K>f  #  <eert»ifi  c^ixtrch  standing 
proudlf  iCOAspkuo^u^  Jbi^w^en  Oic£ord-«tree  t 
tuid  HoiJjbiors ;  and  ^he  thric€'fmy^  ^en^ 
of  <iio»  ijpolic,  ^Nratory,  ai»d  ^JTivntery^  at  a 
yj^mmimte^  ^lec^ioifi,  i&ind  ais  jt  fi^qu^otly 
fa3pfMi%  «i4|e«i  the  hwian^iml  ia  ^ompi^ 
cvt&u^^  0h^ff€fim  m  0«e  ^st^oce^  it  is 
ecjiiaUy  so  i»  lakthetjs^  just  jso  H  JfeJI  ^¥t 

with  XadjT  Ai^bssai  i«tr  obf^  poor  l#dy> 

was 
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vas  not  less  deficient  in  caution^  than  con^' 
iscious  of  offending  a  censorious  worid  ; 
and  more  than  one  of  her  friends  have,  in 
her  unguarded  moments^,  absolutely  heard 
her  confess  the  fondest  attachment  to  two 
i>ase  and  unfeeling  characters  at  the  same 
instant,  the  notorious  slanderer.  Alderman 
Truth,  and  that  ruthless  rustic,  ^rcAc/e^iccft 
Benevolence-^tvfo  beings  now  hardly. eveir 
heard  of  but  in' a  top-room,  and  not  even 
there,,  if  $ignior  Quassia  znd  Colonel  Co-- 
-eidus  Indicus  belong  to  the  firm  of  the 
-brewery.-       "^  -      ^ 

"  "Tdvsuch  pas^ionsj,  which,  thdnte  to  the 
icc/esfforf  refinements  ofthe  present  age,  feW 
can  biear  a  distant  all usio^n  to  without  shud- 
dering, LadyArethusa  Belniont  cherished 
a  profusion  truly  aWmiirg  to  the  young 
'nien  Df'fasfiibni  whd  otherwise  mighVhai^ 
been  induced  to  sacrtlke  a  few  minutes  in 
th^  week  aMhe  shrine  ofher-cxtimsite  ai^ 
•ertebafitiftg  pounds  attd  dcrel- 'Nay,  eveh 
tfife  g^o*  Countess  df  feelniont;  who  ever 
fhoBgH^U  a^disgtate  tO'be'aogi^  \vhtfn 
^^  there 


\ 


there  was  not  art'  absolute  nedtsssHy, ' has 
frequently  cYriadfeif  her  trntTitntHng  dbiW  for 
wch  niintnis  propttiaSty' j'artd  the  very  day 
^fteFshe^attetned  he*  tw^hty^-ffSt^year,  and 
consequently  became  fespSWIbW  to  Aorie 
b'utthi*  G^i<We»  oYnSStisrvfi!*- one-  hind 
l^laccJl  oti  hierTcritee;  vtSA  a  fclJk  1**it  iktgh! 
ha^e  pTeaded  9h  apdlbgjr  ^tftraViyiiiodcrri 
Jady,  for  encteavotirfiSg'  to  'tender  herself 
stSKm*!*  ahwaMfrTm '  fhfe' ey  c  of  a-  parcSif^ 
Softly  said  -^tf '  hei^'  Why,^  my  dttrcrt 
Arethufctj  if  you  'continue  tcr  ran '  i)it  iii 
this  fmtre  course,  even  I  shall  be  con- 
strairied'to  'prodTaini  yo^  pSrixrsej  projii^ 
«ft*,  and  ^nl/gtfe.-^Perhaps/  iny  love;"  you 
may  be  ignorarrt  "of  the  ixfeht  you  hav^ 
pushed  your  foibles  to  ;  let  me  then  whis- 
per  in  your  ear — The  clahns,  on  your 
estate,  to  support .  your  eleeniovsynaryp^- 
chant,  for  the  last  year,  amount  to  no  less 
^lan-  three*  hundred  and  -  fifly  -pounds  ! 
whikt  the  whole  of  the  csard-money  doe« 
act  exreed*  seventeen  I  and  4he  .Morriia^ 
Post  ha9  actuaU^ .  {icQcbame4  W^  'thre« 

nates 
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note&i^^dd^DW^ion  a^l  tlw  cod  Qf  th^par 

hQus€  only  ^i:^,  Mt^en^  d\km]^  tl^, ,  4«^orri 
wd  the  prHiK>^!^iiiv^  JPw4fr<»^ffp4?^ 

Witb  wch:  ;%-striQf  ^  Qb9rf««L  M  dflU 

migM  Mav#  hee^  wffus^dn^Ub  4:«^4FitHMi  i 
«Qt  M  t^  infifrrigH)!^.  l^dy  Arfthim  j 
^  .9^Iy  g97«d'Pll'{bej?  ,p4iYP«  with  fmpM^ 

lie  &UcQc^  and  w  eye  oTPtUi^r  gXvt^nmg 
yiith  pUwi^^  th9ii  »tn^ming^  with  praiv 
t^xice:  thirn  preisipg  h^r  foind,  aiad  Iwsipg 
her,  «be  cri^dnr*"  91^s5>  youl^bjas^  ypu  l*' 
^nd  runrnpy  to  th^  pi^no^  «^Qg  bqr  &vovl«» 
rite  p^$9Aga  frw)  £l£ridi^'-^ 


'<  Hnmai^ty  !  tlw  ^wfal  strains 

•     ■  ■        ■ '  ■     *  •   ' 

Shall  ersr  meet  our  car. 

Sonorous,  sweet  amd  clear.'* 


f 


'  ■*:   '■' . .  ■'^' 
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And/  9s  if  lady  ArethiiM  Vfzt  reftol^^ 
to  do  fiothiBg  Hfce  other  pebplo^  she  rheitf 
69t  her  waitiogi^omtii)  wham  die  I##ate4 
vith  a  roiiird  itele  latffftt^r  to^  fivoimto 

*••.'.  compamoiv 


temiAxium,  a^  person  desltfate  ef  every  re- 
qtimie  fot  st»  arduous  an  Docdpation,  as 
^ur  Taaders  vHl  r«idtly  perceive^»«4iaTfaig 
wtacKed  htr  attention  to  a  .  coiiTerBaticm 
the  whole  length  of  Hpile«park«^froiii 
Ptoca^Hy  to  Ken^ington-gardcna^  withottt 
Qttemg  a  ay  liable  !-*HMr.  Gregory  would 
hive  aaade  a  better  vattiiur-^woinan  br 


Sudi  an  linaecountable  selectioir  .woal^ 
ao  doubts  of  itself  have^  done  her  Lady» 
abip't  Inminas  at  every  9a)ond  table  in  town ; 
and  it  is  ntfell  known  that  conversations 
Uure  iare  not  long  confined  to  the  rooms 
in  which  they  take  place^  but  soon>  like  a 
stone  casit  into  a  pool^  cause  a  circular 
motion  every  way,  till,  in  a  few  days,  they 
reach  the  \erge  of  the  bills  of  mortality  ! 
In  fact,  the  whole  clafs  of  Mtgails  might 
well  deem  Mrs.  Prudence  Tacit  a  dangerous 
woman  to  approach  a  lady  of  rank*—''  a 
craur  who  hadn't  a  word  to  throw  at  a 
dog  l-^vtbo,  i£  it  wasn't  for  the  monstrous 
unquality^jke    ieluto&un  o£  some   ladies^ 

that^ 
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thaty^for  the  matter  of  that,  mought  ht 
better  ladies  by  half  than  they  are,  ifth«?y 
lacted  up  more  nearer  to  the  stand  of  pre^ 
fiction^  her  nobody  ship  is  conshis^mouglH 
have  been  up  to  her  UboTCS  at  a  vmhing^ 
tubs  or  getting  a  bh  of  bread  by  singing  a 
song  about  a  hapenntf  in  St  Paul^  ChuFch** 
y ard^rr-a  low-minded  writch,  who  vaUc'd  th« 
whole  live-long  length  of  Htgh^-park  wiiht 
j6Qt  muttering  a  solemn  syllable — who  ^r- 
jr<?^9eir  herself  to  be  Jonderer  of  squinting 
j^nto  semionses,.  and  books,  of  mortalUjfi 
than  in  prusing  Shiksper  and  the  Clandes^i' 
tine  Marridgei  and  Hob  m  the  Well;  arfd 
the  School  for  Scandal,  and  the.  Beggars 
Operet,  and  such  like  edification,  ihairicat 
plays  and  comedies !— phew,  how  1  hates 
her!'" 

1  Mrs.  Tacit  Was>  indeed;  AechHd  ofSbr^ 
jx)w,  and  daughter  of  Adversity  ;  she  was 
the  only  comfort  of  a  clergyman,  who; 
distracted  wifh  grief  at^  the  loss  of  an  amia* 
ile  and  most  excellent  pai-tner,'-  demoted 
Jibe  whoieof  hi3  loisure^to  herec^acation^i 
J-.  and 


# 

and  brought  her  up  more  like  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  Bishop^   thafi  the  offspring  of  a 
poor  parson^  whose  revenue- was  a  living  of 
sixty  pounds  per  alinum,  and  the  condac- 
torship   of  a  county  chronicle^   yielding 
forty  more.    At  the  age  of^  eighteen  fehe' 
lost  her  venerable  sire/ who  left  her  tbo 
fumttupe  of  a  neat  little  cottage^  and  a 
sum  of  money  nearly  equal  to  a  year's 
'income.     Taught  to  believe  that  her  Cre* 
ator  was  an  all-powerful,  ^^iKjusf^  and  om-* 
niscient  God>  that  whether  4ie  -chote  td 
give  or  to  take  away^  all  was  for  the  best, 
she  mourned'  the  loss  of  so  indulgent   a 
parent  with  sorrow  unfeigned,  but  tem- 
pered with- resignation/ ivhndh  he  had  fre-^ 
quetitly  assured  her  was  ah  itidispensible 
duty  required  -of   every    Chrfstian.      At 
twenty  tshe  married  a.youn^  man  of  an  ex-* 
xeileflt  cluKracter,  who  had  just  commen* 
ced  business,  ^^nd  had  the  Failrest  prospect 
of  success.     She  brought  her  doating^  hu^ 
band  two  lovely  babes;  aiid  they  vainly 
fattened  each  other  that  it  was  possible  /o 
-•  w  be 
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b«  jpetfecdy  hippy  t>n  earth  !^--Tbe  idteap 
m06t  certainly^  wai^  r^/  nad  th<e  ninktei^ 
log  ftligiel  w«pt  v^faibt  cookpeUed  to  comh 
vuKe  ihem  60.  Their  bc^ae  catlghc  &e  1^^ 
the  lKl«baii4  and  babes  perkh^  in. the 
lUftpwt  whilst  Ihe  8o  recently  happy  ifife 
Md  ]|iolbl^r>  atttding'atlfae  'vriodovr^'with 
kaikds  and  eyes  elevated  ta^  the  Disposer  fbf 
aU  earthly  eteiHs^  but  fotaliy  rnsemibie, 
wafi  snatched  from  dMtniction  by^n  atMetic, 
^Adiitig.^eiHleltien^  fmntliat  chappy  eonfi'* 
iffy  writich  to .  abounds  ia  pretty  ce^ktm; 
that  no  h«Kiter  of:  a  coin  for  Ua^Ie  comp^ 
(ency  efverdin^  witb  JohH-BM^  or  ^an« 
c^  ivkb^ny  <»f  hi%dau^hler%  v^itboul  pro* 
f<^it)g  hiins^If  the  ptissesaor  of  mife^  at 
)«^a(St  ^^#  ^^^  full  of  pdrt,  and  quite  full 

4 

i^f  gallantry^  observing  stymc)  mte  landing 
a^  Ibe  foot  of  a  Jaddii^rj  looking  at  poor 
}^rs.  Taiit;  m  di^uiMk,  ^md  cohsideiiing 
iivbether  it  wou|d>be  taA;  %o  ve<ilui>e  ttt>i  as 
tiier,  fiatfrer  kom^times  aHmfft  to  netted  htr^ 
etted  ,<)nt^^'^What^  ytm  aise  tbsttk^  afaout 

s^hlfe,«e  yottt«^^<^!  buberisixtid  on 

one 


lierin  my  di^mSi  i*  1M«  H^  tkin  jrDU  din 

and     ndfilita^A    «^  ftti  'ff)«  *  bt^bldtftr, 
brought  her  down,  safe  from  b(3ii9it^  titirt, 
but  sunk  into  a  swoon ;  and  committing 
her  to  the  care  of  the  people  at  the  near-* 
est  inn^  left  her  immediately  to  join   hit 
party.     At  that  very  inn  were  the  Coun- 
tess of  Belmont  and  Lady  Arethusa,  who, 
roused  by  the  cries  of  fire,  bad  just  come 
down  stairs.    God  !  God ! — how  soon  canst 
Chou  hurl  the  happiest  of  thy  creatures  into 
the  abyss   of  misery  f^^How  soon   from 
misery   elevate  them   to  comfort  !     The 
tears  of  sympathy,  and  tender  soothings 
of  the  best   of  women   and   her  darling 
daughter,  could  not  be  lost  on  a  person  so 
educated.     In  a  few  days  Mrs.  Tacit  felt 
convinced,  that  as  the  Almighty  had  thought 
proper  to  preserve  her  so  miraculously,  it 
was  her  duty  to  live  and  be  resigned  ;  she 

therefore   readily  complied  with  the  re« 

quests 
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tion  and  respect  ?  Well,  if  we  must  suffer 
in  the  esteem  of  mankind,  let  us  but  pos* 
sess  the  pity  of  womankind;  and  however 
unfortunate,-  wc  Vf\\l  never  complain  of 
being  wretched  ;  for  ''  pity  is  akin  to — " 
but  whither  is  our  imagination  hurrying 
us?  Now,  that  we  may  prove  ourselves 
just,  as  well  as  gallant,  we  will  endeavour 
to  give  an  impartial  sketch  of  a  nobleman, 
whose  wat/s  are  often  inscrutable,  oftener 
resembling  a  line  somewhat  like  that  which 
a  ship  forms  when  traverse-sailing,  or  to 
that  which  the  timid  beholder  attempts  to 
describe,  by  the  peculiar  term  of  forked 
lightning;  and  oftener  still,  in  glaring 
contrast  to  that  which  mathematicians  term 
a  right  line. 

The  Earl  of  Pomposo  was  about  forty 
years  of  age,  rather  corpulent,  and  full 
seven  feet  high,  according  to  his  idea,  and 
the  difficulty  with  which  he  could  see  a 
mitl-stonei  if  it  lay  irt  the  street  immedi- 
ately before  him;  but  by  the  standard 
which  ascertains  the  exact  height  of  the 

loyal 
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loyal  and  pfatriotk  volunteers' of  the 


cdrpsy  h«  Lbrdshfp  was  only  fve  feet  fivt 
inches  and  a  hatf'^hreadth  /—an  official  re- 
turn of  which  height—^  height  we  should 
have  saict — the  adjutant  of  the  corps,  a  nian 
upwards  of  six  feet,  and  partial,  of  course^ 
to  tall  men,  absolutely  precluded  his  Lord- 
ship from  commanding  the  light^bobs !  and 
whether  or  not  he  would  ever  have  been  a 
soldier,  is  a  moot  point,  even  at  this  day, 
had  he  not  happened  to  ent^r  a  certain 
«hop,  not  a  mile  from  the  Royal  Exchange, 
as  he  was  going  to  the  India  House,  and 
order  some  jellies  to  be  brought  to  him  in 
the  parlour.    The  jellies  were  soon  placed 
before  his  Lordship  by  the  orator's  own- 
self,    as    Captain    O'Dryly    onc^   empha- 
tically termed  that  gentleman.     His  Lorct- 
sfiip  heaved    a    most  impressive   sigh — a 
^gh  most  impressive,   and  truly  respon- 
sive, was  instantly  returned.     His  Lordship 
condescended  to  look  on  the  object  before 
him,  armed  cttprd-peCy  as  he  had  just  re- 

c  2  turned 
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same  Buonaparte,  on  th^  proudest  day  qC 
his  life^  never  felt  himself  groatif  than  bis 
Lordship  did  qvery  day  of  ^w,  the  placipg 
him'  at  the;  he^Kl-  of  the  cprf^  mwsX^  tend*, 
e^qually  to  it^  honour  and  it&^^ry>  ^nd.to 
the  honour  and  glory  oCthe  co^gt^^yv  JF^OJcn. 
that  auspicious  day  bis  Lordship  became  a 
soldier;  and  we  will  do  him  the  justice  to. 
say,  that  he  never  marched  to. Hyde-park  at 
the  head  of  his  cor|;s,  truly  well  selected,  and 
most  highly  disciplined,  but  he  was  sure,  to 
be  indulged,  by  ^  the  ladies,  in  par^ticular^, 
with  a- profusion  of  smiles,  and  an  abun* 
dance  oCsimilies,  much  to  his  advantage.  • 
T\ic  Earl  cfPemposo's  face  was  of  an  agree* 
able  oval  form,  and  his  complexioa  rather 
dark;  bis  mouth  was  somewh^  too  large,; 
indeed;  but  happily  that  redundancy  could 
seldom  be.  pjcrceived,  owing  to  the  dignU 
fled  form  in  which  it.was  almost  incessantly- 
contracted;  his  nose  was  inclining  to  the 
aquiline,  andipf  a  manly Jength;  his  eye*, 
brows^  had  t^eybeen  a  little  iA9re  freb^d, 

might 
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might  have  naturaUy  enhanced  the  con-, 
tour  of  his  countenance;  but  as  they  were 
njuch  inclined  to  be  bushy,  his  expert  valet, 
and  bard  pomatum^  remedied  such  inarclii- 
dity,  dedie  in  diem,  with  quantum  sufficit  of 
precision ;  his  Lordship's  eyes  were  large, 
Wack  and  brilliant;  but  whether  owing  to 
the  peculiarity  of  his  studies,  or  to  the 
effect  of  paternal  exampjq,  we  will  not 
presume  to  decide,  they  had  acquired  a 
duplication  of  perfections,  not  less  asto* 
nishing  as  to  contrast,  than  admirable  as  to 
precision  ;  for  by  means  of  dilatation  and 
contraction  of  the  pupils,  he  could  no 
more  perceive  those  whom  the  nobility 
term  the  vulgar,  than  he  could  his  own 
shoes  when  be  was  walking  ;  yet  with  the- 
utmost  facility,  could  recognize  the  happy 
wearer  of  a  star  and  garter,  at  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distance  ! — His  mind  was 
strong,  and  his  memory  tenacious;  few 
men  could  boast  a  greater  portion  of  un- 
derstanding, though  it  has. been  said,  in- 
deed, that  he  sometimes  had  an  awkward 

c  4  way 
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way  of  evincing  it  to  his  anditors ;  none 
could  longer  remember  a  benevdltent  act 
conferred  by  himself,  or  one  bordering 
on  the  illiberal  reccivied  from  another;  his 
eloquence  was  overbearing,  yet  pliant; 
and  his  dignity  proved  an  excellent  suc- 
cedaneum  for  effrontery. 

With   such   endowments,    external  arid 
internal,   poissessing  an   estate   of  fifteen 
thousand  per  annum,  exclusive  of  places 
and  pensions  in  possession^  reversion,  re- 
mainder^ and  expectancy,  to  the  amount  of 
twice  as  much  more^  with  an  uncommon 
share  of  good  healthy  any  person  of  a  ra-  ^ 
tional'disposrtion  might  be  inclined  to  be-' 
lieve  that  Lard  Pomposa  must  have  b*en 
tolerably  comfortable: — quite   the    con- 
trary!— his  Lordship  was  a  perpetual  nur- 
sance  to  hinrself  when  abroad,  and  to  his' 
people  when  at  homei     From  the  first' 
signal  of  his  appearance  in  the  morning,* 
when  in    doofs,    the    tfervante    not    im- 
mediately  in    waiting    vrere    incessantly* 
scouting  into  holes  and  comers,  like  rab- 

^  bits 
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bits  into  burrow^  lest  they  should  have, 
the  misfortune  to  be  visible,  and  con- 
sequently lose  their  places  ! — ^and  when 
out  of  doors^  he  wou(4  not  hesitate  to 
walk  a  mile  rounds  or  to  drive  through, 
any  private  ]ane  or  alley^  rather  than  run 
the  hazard  of  being  gazed  at  by  JUthjf. 
butclier*^  baj/Sg  rasqaUy  backn^'Coaehmerip 
or  ligfemol  eTMrnHey-MruoeeperSt  in  the  public 
streets.  Popular  diversions  were  iiis  de* 
testation;  yet  no  sooner  did  the  tyrant 
ftuhion  stamp  any  one  of  them  with  the 
word  capital,  than  bis  Lordship  became 
one  of  its  warmest  advocates^  and  would 
deem  himself  out  of  his  element  when 
absent^  though  he  has  been  observed  iiji 
such  places  with  his  eyes  shut  fpr  tea 
minutes  together^  Ifcst .  he  should  be^p^ 
the  presumptuous^  nuiltitude  looking  at 
him  I  Pugilism  was.  his  utter  abomina^ 
tion;  yet  soon  as  the  sun  of  splendour 
cast  a  ray  of  approbation  on  it,  he  pot 
only  bad  his  ^vc  hundred  always  ready 

c  5  ia 
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to  tind  the  stakes,  when  there  was  a  pros- 
pect' of  a  bloody  contest,  which  thougit 
he  was  sure  to  be  present  at,  he  took 
especial  care  ncvtv  to  see,  but  in  ordeif 
to  prove  himself  a  radical  pugilist^  hte  cbn^ 
stantly  retained  one  of  the  amiable  fra- 
ternity'in  hfs  immediate  employ;  a'tttf 
made  it  a  point  of  etiquette  to  spdr'^ttlt 
the  gentleman;  publicly,  on  the  first  ^Fri- 
day in  every  mdftth.  r  -  •  • 
'  Mr.  Gregory  was  the  thirteenth  Jfstical 
professor  who  had  condescended  to  be 
Ijord  Pompo8o*s  humble  servant  for  the 
seven  potihds  a-week.  '  He  was  tatt  and 
ithletic,-  a  most'  commanding  figurfe  in 
itrbtid?  his  Int^llects^  were  keen,  thortgfe 
A'fitfltf  c<i*rfused,  ^nd  his-,  education  had 
/^if^'^ibt  been  libehil.  -We  could »  hot 
ifecfe' the  geAttemah-  to  any  <>f  ouf  col- 
Te^es,  indeed;  buf  6an  aver  that  he  was.  Tot* 
ffeveral^years,  din  hti' education  at  a  HaU 
iri^bire^  of  our  norfhefnr'  tbimties/  \i^hdre, 
frdtn^tKd^afcuteites^of  hispeAeptrdn,.  he? 

was 
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was  appointed  both  prqfis^or  and  pre^- 
server  of  game;  znd  to  such  excellence 
did. he  arri<ife  in  the  science  of  gim* 
ncry,  that  he  reduc.ed  shooting  to  a  cer- 
tainty ;  and  during  bis  prqfessorihigp,  shot 
as  many  hares,  partridges,  pheasants,  wood- 
cocks and  snipes,  as  would  have  filled  a  large 
barn ;  full  one-fourth  of  which,  it  is  po- 
sitively asserted,  he,  from  motives  of 
pure  gratitude,  presented  to  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Hall  !  Tl^ie  residue  he  was  so 
generous  as  to  send  to  London,  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  numerous  friends 
and  the  public. 

As  an  orator,  Mr,  Gregory  was  not  only 
voluble,  but,  as  if  he  had  long  been  an 
adept  in  the  college  of  St.  Stephen,  he 
could  speak  a  great  deal,  yet  say  very 
littJe ;  his  mode  of  ratiocination  was  truly 
convincing,  when  deemed  •  requisite  ;  and 
few  professors  could  send  an  argument 
more  home  to  the  heart,  or  more  spee- 
dily silence  his  adversary,  by  striking  him 

c  6  with 
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with  conriction ;  hi  fact>  his  powers  wefV 
ncTer  known  to  fail  him  but  twice  dn* 
ing  his  professordiip^  and  then  he  caught 
the  JisUc  tf^ueiuia,  and  was  tmfovlunatefjr 
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yrho  can  ssjr  to  the  hearc*-^  Tho^  tBalt  like,  oT  dMikCj* 
md  iLwa^  be  mrc  of  Implicit  obcdtcnce  ^ 


Such  as  Vie  have  above  described  them, 
were  the  four  persons  whom  we  attended 
through  the  Park  to  Ibt  gate  of  Kensing- 
ton Gardens. 

His  Lordship  had  been  warmly  recom*^ 
Blended  to  the  good  graces  of  Lady  Are-» 
thusa,  by  her  father^  who  was  so  highly 
Tenerared  and  adored  by  his  amiable  child^ 
that  hb  wish  would  readily  have  been  re- 
ceived as  law^  had  it  not  been  accompa* 

nied 


38  LUCKY    KSCAPBS. 

nied  by  a  charge  rather  unusual  from  a 
parent  anxioUs  to  enjoy  the  felicity  of  his 
favourite  daughter. — '^  Marriage,  ray  love," 
said  the  Earl,  '*  is  a"  state  in  which  it  is 
possible  to  be  happy,  and  very  easy  to  be 
miserable.  Lord  Pomposo  is  some  years 
older  than  you,  it  must  be  confessed,  but 
happiness  in  wedlock  jfe  not  always  con- 
lined  to  an  equality  in  point  of  age,  pro- 
vided the  difference  be  not  carried  to  ex- 
tremes^ his  poss^$siojns  are  abundant,  and 
the  jointure  he  proposes  is  truly  liberal ; 
his  person,  I  apprehend,  cannot  be  deemed 
disagreeable;  nor  his  temper^  as  far  as  I 
have  been  dble  to  fomi  an  idea  of  it-^but 
there,  my  love,  ii^lhe  rub  that  should  ever 
make  a  woman  ^j^s^.^-^Temper  is  the 
principal  ingredient  in  the  wedded  life; 
ft  is  that  which  earn  render,  it  a  state  of 
bliss,  if  in  a  hOYe^*-ian  existence  almost  in- 
fernal,  even  on  a  throne !  I  will  riot  say^ 
you  shall  not  marry  his  Lordship  within 
twelve  months  from  this  day,  but  I  do 
frtost  sincerely  conjure  ybu  to  make  a 

trial 
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trial  of  that  period,  before  you  comtniC 
yourself  to  a  custody  which  may  last  for 
life. — '  Many  in  haste,  and  repent  at  lef- 
sure,'  is  an  observation  verj»  trite,  yet  Very 
often  true;  hasty  marriages  are  like  mo- 
dern lotteries — there  are  a  few  capitalpft'^^^s, 
to  be  sure,  but  a  most  dreadful  number  of 
blanks/^  .     ! 

With  such  a  caution,  from  such  a  father, 
and  with  a  heart  as  nearly  indiflTerent  as 
possible^  yet  wholly  unbiassed  by  any  pre- 
possession, her  Ladyship  did  not  feel  the 
smallest  inclination  to  second  an  intreaty' 
made  by-  his  Lordship,  at-,  the  very  top  of 
the  bent  of  his  politeness,  for  a  curtail- 
ment of  the  season  of  probation,  although 
her  gallant  admirer  had  more  than   once 
exclaimed-^'*  Gods!  what  an  angelic  crea- 
ture— when   she   thinks  proper   to  make' 
herself  agreeable  I"  '  the   former  part  of 
which  he  took  care  should -be  sufficiently 
audible,  while  the  latter  part  of  it  was  ex* 
pressed  tt  piano:   But  a  circunlstance  oc- 
curred about  Aine  mortths  after  the  pa- 
rental 
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rental  advice  above  menticmedy  six  months 
after  -  the  death  of .  her  lather^  and  four 
months  previous  to  the  Hyde^park  acene 
above  described^  which  extended  the  sear 
son^  so  far  as  it  related  to  JLin^  FonipoMo^ 
ad  ifffimtem. 

Lady  JreihuM  JBelmaut,  in .  one  of  her 
benevolent  extravaganzas,  had  skipped 
into  a  neat  little  cottage^  with  as  much  ve- 
locity as  if  she  had  been  apprehensive  that 
some  person  of  fashion  was  going  to  catch 
her  by  the  akirt  of  her  peliss^e^  and  rally 
her  on  the  subject  of  so  preposterous  a: 
visit.  Visits  of  gallantry  to  such  places 
had  not  met  her  Ladyship^a  eye^  evt,  or 
imagination^  The  happy  beauty  was  trip^ 
ping  up  atnirs,  light  ais  a  serajA  dispatched 
with  mercy  from  her  Maker^  and  pjbased 
with  the  idea  of  beholding  great  impraiee^ 
mei)t  in  the  amiable  convalescent,  whea 
the  sound  of  a  man's  voice  struck,  apQn 
her  ear!  ,     . ; 

''God  bless  mcV  she  slapped.  /'It 
certainly  W96  the  sound  of  »  nuut'if  vpice !/' 

thought 


thought  Lidj'  Atetbusa ;  ''  she  cannot  1>e 
married  !^ — tbe  ruffian  cannot  have  come 
here  !-«-Oh  no  !  her  countenance  is  the 
iodex  of  her  mind^.  and  that,  although  to 
grossiy  insulted^  is  pure  as  the  lily  of  her 
lovely  face  V* 

*'  Fly  ! — leave  me,  for  pity's  sake  !  1 
alone  deserve  to  be  nnserable — let  me  re- 
main so,"  said  a  voice,  svreetly  toned  as/ 
plaintive. 

Lady  Arethusa  trembled*— felt  herself 
culpable  in  listening  ta  a  conversation, 
and  would  have  retired^  had  not  a  certain 
vkionary  female,  possessing  ten  thousand 
eyesf;  and  full  as  many  ears,  and  who  sei* 
dom  travels  without  implements  of  coercion 
in  her  possession,  already  rivetted  her  feet, 
to  the  top  step  of  the  stairs,  and  her  right 
hand  on  the  rail  of  the  banisters.  Finding 
it  in  vaki  to  attempt  overcoming  such  an 
influence,  she  made  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
and  stoodalmost  breathless,  in  expectation 
of  what  would  follow. 

"Fanny,  you  astonish  luc  !"  said  a  fine 

fqU-toncd 
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full-toned  voice,  evidently  male,  thougli 
much  affected.  "  Do  you  think  I  love  you 
less  for  what  has  passed  ? — Measure  you 
my  affection  by  such  a  scale  ?  No,  my 
dear  girl,  while  you  continue  to  merit 
my  esteem,  you  shall  possess  i(;  and  should 
yoii  ever  fell  in  such  desert,*  I  would  sup- 
plicate the  Almighty  to  take  me  from  a 
world  which  I  should  blush  to  live  in.'" 

Lady  Arethusa  felt  an  indescribable  some- 
thing; it  w^s  not  esteem ;  it  was  not  scorn; 
it  was  not  anger.  The  partition  being 
thin,  she  distinctly  heard  a  kiss  of  no  c%)m* 
mon  fervour,  and  would  have  given  fifty 
pounds  to  have  been  east  of  Hyde-park 
tnrnpike.  She  actually  turned  her  head; 
what  a  pity  that  her  feet  and  bands-should, 
have  been  so  confined !  .       .       -^ 

*'Ten  thousand,  thousand  thanks!  but- 
go,  my  dear  friendj  go^-wait  not: a  mor 
ment  longer — if  we  are  discovered^  I  am 
Ipst  for  ever — let  me  hear  from  you  as 
often  as  you  can  find  leisute,  and  I  shall 
be  happy ! " 

''It 
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'*  It  is—  it  is  ihe  ruffian  who  has  been 
guilty  of  the  vilest  attempts  to  undo  her  !" 
whispered  her  Ladyship  to  herself^  '^  and 
the  tones  of  forgiveness  h^^K  upon  her 
lips,  or  could  she  believe  such  honied  ac- 
cents would  drive  a  tyrant  from  her  whose 
voice  bespeaks  such  pa/ssion  ? — I  am  .de-. 
termined  to  let  theai  see  that  I  know  them 
both ;"  she  was  for  entering  the  room  ab- 
ruptly, but  Decency  touched  her  pretty 
elbow,  and  her  Ladyship  touched  tbedoon 

''  Come  in,'<  exclaimed  both,  their  voices 
at  the  same  instant.  , 

"So  hardened,,  yet  so  beautiful!'* 
thought  Lady  Aret[iusa;  and  feeling  her- 
self actually  agitated  at  a  discovery  so 
very  unexpected,  she  was  entering  the 
room  somewhat  briskly,  to  finish  her  busi- 
ness in  an  instant,  and  leave  them  over- 
whelmed with  confusion  and  guilt,  but 
stopped  and  levied  agajnst  the  door-case. 
Fanny  Nobleville,  for  that  was  the  name 
of  the  convalescent,  was  reclined  on  a  little 

sofa. 
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fViend,  dropping  herhead   Upon  her  I30'- 
som,  and  murmuring  comfort  to  her. 

Being  somewhat  recovered,  and  having 
enjoyed  the  felicity  of  a  delicious  sigh  at 
the  thought  of  her  surmises  proving  so 
agreeably  unfounded,  her  Ladyship  was 
rising  up  to  make  some  inquiries,  but  at 
the  very  instant  felt  her  hand  gently  seii- 
cd  by  the  young  officer.  He  had  the  pre- 
sumption  not  only  to  drop  on  his  ktjiee 
and  kiss  it,  but  to  breathe  the  softest, 
sweetest  prayer  to  Heaven  for  her  happi- 
ness, that  ever  proceeded  from  the  ruddy 
lips  of  a  fine-formed  young  man  of  little 
more  than*  fwenty  !  What  could  she  do  ?— 
she  was  very  angry — that  is,  she  would 
have  been  very  angry,  but  the  sight  of 
such  a  countenance,  and  such  an  attitude, 
so  very  suppliant !  so  vei-y  interesting  ! 
the  brother  of  her  lovely  friend  too  ! — ^she 
certainly  attempted  to  frowri  a  little,  but 
perceiving  a  rising  blush  attend  the  effbrf, 
she  turned  her  head  towards  Fanny,  and 
sweetly  mumiupcd — ^"  What  can  I  do  to 

serve 
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serve  you  ?'*  A  hasty  tap  on  the  room- 
door  annaunced  the  lady  of  the  house-— 
'without  being  called  for. 

"  There  were  two  men  at  the  door  just 
now^"  said  the  good  lady^  ^*  inquiring  for 
you^  Sir^  by  the  description^  and  talked 
somewhat  about  a  duel,  and  wounding  a 
great  man/'  The  ladies  started;  the  gen- 
tleman was  mute  attention. — "  By  what  I 
could  leam^  somebody  saw  you  enteo  so 
I  told  them  that  you  had  been  here^  but 
did  not  stop  more  than  ten  minutes^  as 
you  were  in  a  hurry  to  go  to  Chelsea  College. 
One  of  them  set  off  directly  towards  Chet 
sea,  and  the  other  is  gone  into  the  publio- 
house  over  the  way." 

Miss  Nobleville  cksped  her  hands  toger 
ther  and  sighed  ;  her  brother  bit  his  lips> 
put  bis  hand  to  his  forehead^  and  strode 
across  the  room.  > 

''Good  Heavens!  what  is  to  be  done?" 
said  Lady  Arethusa. 

"  If  I  might  presume  to  advise/'  said 
the  lady  of  the  h^use^  *'I^ouId:have  th* 

gentleman 


geotlemsitt  go  out  at  the  back  dtK>r^  and 
ran  up  Dark^ane;  nobody  can  see  him 
there ;  and  it  is  not  above  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  the  Kensington  road^  where  fae'II 
be  sure  to  meet  with  some  carriage  that 
will  soon  whip  him  to  town. — ^If  the  Cap- 
tain likes  my  advice^  my  BQiy  shall  run 
with  him^  and  shew  him  the  way/' 

Fanny  thanked  Mns.  Western,  for  that 
was  the  lady's  name,  and  implored  her 
'brother  to  lose  not  a  moment  in  following 
lier  instructions. 

The  agitated  youth  kissed  his  sister *s  hand, 
paced  the  room,  cast  a  glance  at  Lady 
4irethusa,  and  dghed.  Her  Ladyship,  with 
somedifSculty,  suppressed  one,  which seem>- 
•ed  tery  anxious  to  display  her  sympathy  ; 
^e  could  have  wished  the  young  officer  tb 
liave  indulged  his  sister  with  more  of  his 
company,  but  another  glance  rendered 
the  danger  of  his  situation  paramount  to 
every  other  feeling ;  therefore,  taking 
Sanny  by  the  hand^  she  said — **  Recollect, 
S\t,  vfaat  would  be  y4>ut  «ister't  -siiCiMitioift 

should 
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^oukl  the  fellow^  appreWend'yoti ;"  and 
het  ISftdysMp'  tibsolutely  shwdcterea.*— "  Do 
Ike  the  h<wi6iii^,"  sKe*€ontrnu6c!>  *' to  fancy- 
that  I  am  a  sister  aJsei'^ and  suflfer  tmr  ur>it- 
ed  entreaties  ta  j>f^<^lr' I   'N     -:  '  < 

Capcain  NobleviHe  stcJ^j^p^j*  his  fihc 
blue  eyes  bent  full  on  Lady  Arethiisa;  he 
clasped  hiis  haiidsr^  looked  like  ApoUo^  ^oMie- 
what  m  di^kdbille,  and  »i\6,  sighin;^  most 
impresfii'vely-—^' The  sweetest  sister- that 
brother  ever  sai^'?^^Thfefei?eitf  friend  that 
ever  blest  -^he  ufthappy  'ivi^h"»»pi-otection !  • 
Oh,  MadamM-  Madam!  (Hontinue  to  honour 
my  poor  Faniiy  with  your  esteem  !— Oh,. 
Fanny !  continue  to  deserve  it t" 

A  rap  at  t^e^ street-door  alarmed-  them- 
all. '  "The  Captain  blessed  his  sister,  and 
pressed  her  to  his  bosom-;  during  which 
Ladj  Jlvethusa-  contrived  *td  '^r6p  her 
pacse  into  '  his  •  coat-pocket/  He  then* 
%ized  iher  Ladyship's  ..band^  bowed  over 
iU  bent  his.knee;  and  kissed. it;.'  then  has- 
teacd  from  tbc  room,  foH^Wed  bv  Mrs. 
Western^  -  ..  i  ■;.  ,  ■;  -  .  .  : 
vol,  I.  D  ''  Observe, 
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/f  Obsen^^^'  Sir/'  said  ,Lady  Ar^thiUdj  9S 
he^  descended  the  stairs^  ^^ypu>re  &pt  loi* 
attempt  jwriting  to  youfi^sii^erj  vctt^;  yoni 
arQ.safe;<Mit  9.f  the  ]|iii>g(i|om.''  ,  ; . :     r 

Another  rap  preyentfed  d^  replj^.  ThCk 
Captain;  atf«i>ded  by  the  littte  l^x>(;b9J(t^ 
ened  out  at  the  back-*dopr.  '^ir$.  .>\^€sterfii 
locked  it^  put  t(ie  key;  in  her  pcx^^eKir^Adj^ 
went  to  the  front.  , It  ..was  th?  po(^ti9a|iy/ 
with  a  letter  from  aj>  old.aoquauits^tti^:;^:.! 

When  Ir'^c^y' A^thusa  rftuf^^  fro«i<^ik^ 
stairs,  her  feir^fifiend, ^ad  ^ji^fKlik^rchieCife 
her  eyes ;  sbe-thcrefpre  dfdr  not  ^deefn  if: 
prudent  to  check  her  .grief  yM<:ip|tMeIjii»: 
so  walked  to  tt>0.  window^'  (0 .  see :  if,  mf: 
lurkvig  fellow  y^»d  wat«hi«|;  the  doOr. 
She.  felt  somewhat  oa  hf  r  left  htffldr^it  wtt 
a  teat  which  the  amiablt  yoiith  had  drbpptd 
when  kissing  it.  Before  she  cooM  pyt 
out  Iter  handkerchief  to  wipe  it  a^vay,  ^me, 
of  moi^ethan  ir)rmpathy^  but /What j^lseidie 
could  nPt  then  well  atoertain^  felF  on  tfatf : 
identical  spot  S-^'^Iended,  they  took  their 
course  towards  the  fourth  fingerr  where 

ihfb 
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ttieif  progress  was  arrested,  and  pass! nor 
on  the  cambric  to  her  face,  were  conse- 
crated with  the  pressure  of  her  h'ps,  breath- 
ing the  odour  "-of^  precious  sigh.  1'iirn- 
iag  towards  Miss  Nobleville,  her  Ladyship 
was  alarmed  on  beholding  her  extended  on 
the  sofa.  She  moved  with  trembling  step, 
but  was  most  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
her  composed  to  sleep>  and  breathing  per- 
fectly undbturbed.  Nature,  relaxed  by 
her  recent  indisposition,  s^nd  nearly  exr 
hausted  by  the  conflict^  she  had  just  sus*- 
tained^  to  elude  fainting,  had  $unk  into 
refreshing  slumber.  The  attentive  lady 
seated  herself  in  the  chair  which  the  come- 
ly brother  of  her  sweet  protegee  had  oc- 
cupied when  she  entered  the  room,  and 
silently  awaited  to  behold  the  happy  effect 
ofso  auspicious  a  crisis. 


*     .      •''.#•        * 
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If  We  are  hot  iiidul2;ed  with  dreams,  by  way  of  caution  and 
instmcfioAV  Why  are;  W  subject'  to  them  at  all  ^  since  they  arc 
alK>wed' tO'Obncribute  nothing  in' akl  of  reinvigoftdng  the  body,  ' 
and  €Oiise(^jmiy  teUst  be  Wholly  unnrceBsaxy* 


■  • 
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Fanny  Noblevilje  was  the  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Major  Noblevil]/e>  a  benevolent 
gentleman,  a  brave  officer,  a  good  soldier, 
and  the  army's  friend.  He  had  returned 
from  Antigua  to  Guernsey,  with  the  skele- 
ton of  his  regiment,  more  than  three 
fourths  of  which  had  been  killed  off  by 
fever.  His  only  son  Frederick  was  then  a 
^  ."  favourite 
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fevouritc  Ensign^  and  most  deservedly  so; 
for  he  was  sober,  :in  the  midst  of  cbriety, 
assiduoos,  when,  'from  being  the  son  of  the 
Mc{|or,  he  might  have- 'flattered  himself 
ynth  some  indulgences^  and  determined  %tf 
Merit  promotion  by  ample  qualification, 
father  than  through  undue '  influence ; 
though,  by  so  strict  a  perseverance  in  his 
duty,  he  laid  himself  open  to  the. raillery  of 
every  young  coxcomb,  not  only  of  his  re- 
giment, but  of  every  other  on  the  same 

•  Brave  and  benevolent  as  the  Alajor  was, 
ive  are  bound  in  justice  to  confess  that  he 
was  a  dreamer  of  dreams,*  and  although  he 
would  have  deemed  any  oie  deserving  of 
punishment,  wlio  placed  ttie  slightest  cot^ 
-fidence  in  such  delusive  chimeras,  yet'  hfe-  . 
has  more  than  once  been  known  to  b«J- 
coine  the  dupe  df  them  fainaself.  Such  in- 
fatuation, however,  was  never  suffered  td 
extend  further  than  to  his  owTi  family  con- 
cerns; for  in  all  matters  respecting  the 
service,  he  was  a  determined  sceptic  in  thfe 

D  3  mysteries 


the  Major,  lcaniqg[  ^5^'/^st  tbe.  dopr-poSjf 
in  an  agony  pf^ujsp^n^e,:.  '/.,,:  .  ^ 
.  ''_,She  ivs  just  returqed  from,  the  fiinerat, 
Sir,,  and  the  c)<^r^;naan,i^  cndeayourijrtg.  lo 
compose  hpr  a  Uttl^,,  nowr.the  C9n[vpany 
is  gone,  for,  the.  deat  creature,  is  almofit 
cistracted/*  , 

If  a  malefactor,  left  for  execution,  -ha^ 
ving  deplored  his^  hapless  fate,  ^i\d  ..be* 
iivaiied  his  ^agrant^  i^iscQnduct,  until  tlve 
evening^,  of.  the  awf^l^  P^rl?^  Y^^i^V  % 
thinks  is  to  put;^  ei^d  to  hisexistence^  he 
iad^Jged  with  .  f  ^  reprieve,  <m  cotndition 
of  transportation  for  seven,  yearfj,  -iv^t^ 
what  .fervoux:,-  with,  what^tia^iltation  =  will 
his.  hsart  expand  l.j.y^t,  -previpiis  tp  ^his 
trial,  the  certainty. .  of  sueh|/a  sentence 
woi^ld  havebeeB  a.soiirce  of -troubfe  to 
him : — even  so  it  happened  witK  the  jyfoj.0.^^ 
He-wdujd  have  ,b^pa  jjeyccely'  grieved  at 
tjbe  SjLidden, death  of  his  Jadyrr^^uch  a  de^tU 
toQ  !.  b,ut,..h<?  dPted  pn„hi6f4a«gbtcr^aln 
most  to  idoIatfiV);  the  .pcfws  of  her  jexis^- 

i^Wfe  ^?reft)f^j,  wkefji  m  tlje  sables  of  the 

.'  "  \  .,  '  female 
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female  servant^   he  had  fancied  the  scroll 
of  her  interment^  was  a  fillip  M  his  heart 
&o  irresistible^  that  he  ran  up  stairS^  without 
reeollectian   of  what    he  had  just  helird> 
•and  was   entering   the   roonr,  with   arnw 
>xtended^  to  catch  his  precious  darlihg  to 
his  bosom,  when  he  beheld  her.  Veiled  iti 
black,   kneeling  before   the  sofa,    and'  \i. 
Tenerable  clergyman  in  the  same  attTfndc; 
audibly   imploring  his  God  to  bless  the 
fair  sUppIicator  to  support  the  trial' he  had 
.thougiif  proper  to   impose   on    her/aitd- 
with   fortiftjde   to   bear  those   ills  Whidh. 
it  might  have  been  diecpeed'by  his  uncrrriitg 
wisdom  she  still  was  to   encounter.     The 
awe-struck  parent  stopped,  bent  his  knee 
to  the  ground,  and  with  hands*  and  eyes 
uplifted   to    the  God    of  nierey,  'loudly 
•  cried — '^  Amen  !"  ;        .  '. 

To  describe  the  scene  which  immfe- 
diately  ensued  would*  be  ^irhpossiWe  ;^  to 
attempt  if  would'  be  puerile^*^affi<<6  it 
when  we  say,  from  that  moment; the'  Wx- 
ious  father  resolved  to  devot€>tht^  relt^Bh- 

D  5  dei' 
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4ci^  o^ l^s  ]ir«  to  tbi^  [MTOtectioD  and..! 
stmttjOdii  «if  hia  lovely  daughter  His  gr^r 
ci^Qf  $o¥0reigti^  fhebes^of  parents  hiixw 
$e^  could  not  help  ackhiFing  at  .the  li^sief 
d^cess  of  hia  r^fsulution, :  though  his  Ma* 
ifsfy  r^gpeHed  aiuch^  fosiitg :  the  active 
•Bfcrvke  of  «►  bVave  an  offiter;  and  as  a 
^cdiidplitii^t  W  the  gallant  veferdni  pife- 
tebottti  his  9on>  young  as  he  was^  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant^ assuring  hira^  that  while 
be  oontinaed  to  merit  promotion^  h6  would 
not  hxt  sight  of  him.  London,  tberefore,^ 
.l)i^Qig  HP  lornger  a  dasirable  ptece  of  resi* 
d^fH^  to,hi»  Chil4,  nor  necessary  to  the 
^gcOmmo^^tioA  of  his  deceased  Iady>  the 
house  ki  Park-street  was  disposed  of,  the 
trad<j$men*s  ^ills  paidj  the  superfluous  fur- 
niture br^.Mg^t  to., the  hammer;  and-  i;i 
thrjee  months,  the  doting  parent,  and  Jiis 
iKippy  5;hild>  if^u^cl^  themselves  comfort- 
ably Sfit^atedt  in,  ^ni  elegant .  cottage,  bor- 
dering on  th^^  extetisive  domains  of  Sir 
B^nardine  Uiccoty^  Baronet,  of  Hiccory 
'lihHir*in;:the.  eoimty.  oC-CkirnwaJl,   with 

/^;..  which 
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ivhich  cottage  the  Major  had  purchased 
about  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land^  think- 
ing to-amuse  himself  with  farming  a  little^ 
but  soon  leliiiqtftgfflrtftg  fh«r  idea^  he  let. 
forty  acresT  to  a  farmer  whose  lands  were  ^ 
sdjomiDg,  and  reserved  the  remainder. for «* 
Sis  borse^  a  cOw>  and  <a  few^shce^h: . 


K  > 


^  I 


b6  chap; 


<filP  ^        WCn>.:E3MfiSr 


"*  '*-y]  N-iii!jiJii^f    HOC.   :.,  ': 
CHAP>  VL 


ff  a  person^  uninstracted  in  the  turpitude  of  human  beings^- 
were  informed  that  a  man  possessing  fifteen  thousand  s^jf;ear^ 
and  fEmcying  himself  a  gentleman,  could  impiously  resolve  sys- 
tematically to  seduce  a  virtuous,  adorable,  innocent^  young  crea« 
ture,  without  even  the  ])owef  of  making  her  an  honest  tuoman 
afterward^;,  should  he  feel  so  inclined  to.  do,  need  we  be  surpri* 
sed  if  such  person  should  evince  an  unyielding  scepticism  ?. 


Hic€ORY  Hall  was  an  ancient^  gloomy,  spa- 
cious spot,  commanding  att  extensive  view 
of  the  most  dangerous  part  of  *tlie  coast 
of  Cornwall ;  except  oi>  the  front,  it  was 
surrounded  by  woods,  which,  from  the  ser- 
pentine form  of  the  roads^  seemed  im- 
pervious; 


^rvious-;   and'  as-  thqse  roads  were  not 
better  than  the  common  class  of  cross- 
roads-in  the  midland  counties,  it  may  rear- 
dily  be  concluded  *that  the  approach  to  the 
Hall  Yi2E&  not  very  eligible,  or  very  era- 
jraging'to  the  few  persons  of  respectabi- 
Kty   residing  in   the   neighbourhood,   al- 
though the  lord  of  the  mansion  stood  high 
in  the  esteem  of  all  of  them  ;  for  possess- 
>Dg  the  speciQtia  in  no  small  degree,  his- 
dedaroation  and  small-talk  were  as  alluring 
-as  entertaining.     Every  one  was  charmed 
.with  hifrccfnversationx  wbenervep-he  cho^ 
to  a-ppear  at  thB  pubiUc. meetings/ or  in  the 
•sports;  of  the  .  chace  ;;   and '  posse/^ing  a 
figtire  uncommonly  fine,  .  a  countenance 
unusually  pleasing  and  interesting,    a^fov- 
.  c«d  courages  which: he  eoqld^all  up  orl  any 
peculiar,  emergency^,  much  effrontery,  and 
an  infinitude  of  disstmulatfoii'^  he  was  the 
mivy  af  the  on6  sex,  and  the  admiration  of 
thi^  other.     Few  would  believe  but   he 
nust  be-  adored  by  his  family ;  and  none 
could  conceive  it  possible  that  Sir  Bernar- 

dine 


and  be  more  fetttlid  thiii  l6vrf  ;•  yet  Wf^* 

the  mofet  universftlly  execratled  by  \fH«f; 
servants,  and  r^ant^/  '^ 

''  Good  God  !•'  o«  iljaders  \^^ill  be  ii*- 
duced  tO'^ttelartftJ"  ^'  ho>^' wa»  It  possible' 
•  for  Sir  WBitiHPdiiie  Hiccory  toffee  SiKJh'ai 
man,  ind  the  wortA^nJOt  know  it  ?*'  i' 

Will  our  reiiders  have  the   goodness  <iO' 
recoHeot  ttilrt  Sir  Bertiarditie  Hit«>6ry  did* 
-not iff e  in  theworRf^^    Bi^ y^it'e  htud:  Ti6V 
been    hefeird    in    a«iy    8tibi^)»^kin>hoirie 
■within  th*5P*rffetJ^*6fSK  J«inesl8>  ntrrlhiS' 
persoti  ▼isibleoB  the*ft>unge  in  'Be(ttdi«lrefeti 
for  ten  long  yea«»rHeinbibil^  a  solita^y- 
nook  in  la  solitary  county;  his;  ndghboii*^^ 
wthin-  twewfty 4iiiios'otbim/  were  for  fnny 
nulnero¥lS:^lfai9iaKlI«ait)tsmces^3tii^le^  and^ 
his  visitots  ftw  ittdeed  !'    '  * 

Ladyt  lliecory>  when  ^'e  married  tlie 
Baronefy  ivug  a  handsonve^yspinted^  dash* 
mg  nfoman  of  twetily^-two,  vritii  an  en- 
tailed estate^  of  four  thousand  a^year,  and  • ' 

thirty/ 


(lilrty  ttiousatid  x^ounds  ir|  redely  money; 
she;  too,  had  hastily  dabbled  ia  the  lottery 
of  wedlcx^kr  and  bttd^dfaw^  a*  lilank.    Epe 
^  honey-^nioon  should  ^ave  coAcIudeil^ 
die  found  Herself  immured  in   a  melan^r 
dtofjT  mansion;  vfith  a^  man  w&o;  on  the 
spirt  of  the  momenta  had  commenced  a- 
cynical  inclose  ;  ands  before  three  y«ars< 
had  elapsed., .  ber  spirit  ^w&  so^  completely 
subdued^^  that  she  spoke^  looked^  moved^. 
.  but  asben  lord'and  master  seemed  inclined. 
She  had  brought  him  six  fine  children^  all 
boy&.;.  the  eldest^ of  vi^ich  was  about  iriafe^ 
years  old  when  Major JNohleYille  took  pos- 
session of*  the  cottage;     The  youngest  was 
butayear ;  but  all  were  too  specially  train^ 
ed,  that  it  was  very  difficalt  to  get  more 
from  either^  than  tbe  sifnple  monosylbble 
eye  or  no  ;  and   totally*  impossible^  ^vfaen^ 
iheir  father  was  present. 

The  servants  were  all.  tonguei-tied^  un- 
der the  appreh^ision  of  losing,  their 
places  ;  though  that^  indeed^  would  hmive 
been  a '  happy  erent  to  tfaem,  cwiid  they* 

have 
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teous  M  the  strii/'jflidfng  fiiihi"  i;  wiriwr^ 
cloud/  t»as'  thtrbcltieed  •  by  hfei*  'fexttttfng- 
•parerrt  »t  thi  first  jjijb'iic'  dinner  •  ^•?i< '  fi 

the    niahorr,     abottf  fhrtc  trtoViAr'  &i^ 
their  arrival  at^the-  cbfffir^g^  ;  tir  ilritll  that 
period/ the  •ychmglAdy'b  afflretiati  at  the 
fettr  brTher  mdther  fii 'kW  shclAiirfg^  rtiah- 
«er,  -atiti  a^'^ight  •ihrfhjpidfeirton/'had' nbt 
•offered  h*  to  bccolike^  vfciblcf.'    •'  '        '^ 
'•-  The  Baronet  V«5  tso^  stricken  wth  the 
^niehaiifirt^  apfpearance*  tSf  fif«  cJharmTtig' 
•visitor,  that  he  afetualljr  tremMW   whilst 
salirriteg  her;     During  ditmer,  he  cbiilft 
•carcely  *}ieep  *fe  ^yei'Ti^dm^r  a  mrotneftf. 
He  looked — ^refy  Hever  d?d  Jafficr  look 
more  tenderly  d»n  Belvidera^i—yet  nevet. 
from  his  gutri,   he  con  triced  to  blend  s<^ 
much  of  friendj^rj)  ami  respefe't  irt  all  his. 
glances,  a»  well  as  conversation,  that  the- 
doting    parent    tdolited  ?iin3— ^ven    the' 
daughter  thought  him  amiable.  •   The  te- 
ndntti  frequently  stole  an  expressive  look . 
frttoi  e«flh  othfif^atKl   with  ^  smothered 
'    '-'  si&h. 
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%i^,  said  to  their  hearts-*^'' Poor  AU^t 
if  her  fathec  do  ndt  take  care»  she  will  prove 
aholherMary,  Sally,  Aon,  ar  CSiarlotte;" 
just  as  the  hmies  of  their,  datightefs  hap- 
'pened  to  have  beeii  .'Which  he  had  sacri* 
ficed.-— '^  Uoweyier>  the  Major  need  not  be 
'afrmd  to  speak  his  mind  ^  he  has  no  cattle 
of  coilseqnence,  that  *<an  die-  suddenly  V 
As  fur  Lady  Hiccoirf,  she.  had  so  frequently 
been  lectured  on  the  folly  ef'iroubling  her 
hetd  about  her  husband's  concerns,  that 
she  did  oot  Teatore  to  indulge  a  thought 
on :  the  sabject  She  vras  much  pleased 
Hfilh  the  conversatioh  of  the  gwttet  Biran* 
gars,  as  the  Baronet  had  teraied  them ;  but^ 
as  had  been  her  custom  for  the  last  three 
or  fovT  years,  with  respecl  to  her  owtk 
personal  eoncerns^  slve  left  the  rest  tofate.^ 
About  eight  o'clock  the  tenants  with- 
drew, except  the  genteel  etrangers,  y^^h. 
with  some  difficulty,  were  prevailed  on  to* 
take  supper ;  to  give  the  necessary  direc- 
tions for  which,  and  to  see  the  minor 
branches,  of  the  family  duly  disposed  for 
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the  nighr,  ocoiipted  Lady  Hicc4)ry  nearly  art 
hour.  This  was  a  period  not  to-  be  trifled 
withvSir.BerDarxi'inehad  already  rodde  tiphiff^ 
ipindthar  Mis&NofblevillesboukI  be  ruif^df 

•  and  that  she  fiAiouM  .posiriveiy  be  the  last 
OTJge/ he  woul4xver  seduce ; -livhTch  tatler 
resolution  he  .  not  only  i  thought  might 
amply  atone  for  perpietrating  t|ie  former, 
but  even  merit :i the  assistance  'o£.!Fortttne 
to  facilitate  ;hi8  project  I  ■•  I  •  .  : 

:..  .iThe   Baronet  i.commenced  iiis  infernal 
?career.with  some  damning  compliments  on 
his   wife;   they  ..were  meant' to  be: ^ read 
backwards,  to^blaat  the  lady  hr  the  opinion 
of  his^visitOrq;  yet  :is[}Qk'en»  ivith'sucb  apr 
^parent  simplicity  and  good  nature,  as  ta 
-enhance  his  amiability,  in  the  same/ratio 
that  be  diminished  her's;  and.a5  few  per^ 
.sons  ever  laid  snares  more,  adroitly;   so- 
jione  with   more   certainty  ever  effected 
their  purpose;  here  his  success  exceeded 
.even  his  own  wishes.     The  Marjor  had,  un- 
doubtedly, seen  ^  great  deal  of  service, 

•  but  had  never  found:  dissimulation  in  faio* 

fighting. 
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figWing^    He  bad  ^ea.  many:  tirmiesdfaifQ. 
\vp  m  battle^rra-y^  but  hd  -kneW  .Tery  little  . 
of  the  private  ^tspositiobabof  Ifa^  men  who' 
composed   thems    h«'  bud  jiaioied- them  ' 
brave,  ^nd.  always  fovdd*  them  aai'comc^ 
queptly)  knewiD^sa  litflcrof  the?  minds  of 
bis  feUow-cl^eatiires;  and  eTcrin  th^  habit 
of  ex'pres(9i^g-  his  ownr  ^according   to   liis 
feelings,  he  was- soon  prepared  to  receive 
Jier  Ladyship  with  an  averted  countenance.  ^ 
NojT  QOfild  Fanny -bosst  more  skifl  in  the 
art  of  peQeti^ttiofirihan  her. father.     Mrs.; 
Nobleviile^  from  the  shock  wbich.her  dig- 
nity-l>ad  received  on,  being  discarded  by  / 
her  relations/  seldomi  went  into  company^  ( 
as d  nevi^]:  suffered  her^ child  to  go  abroad; 
vithoiU  )ier :  none  therefore  cAti  wander  t 
that  the   lovely   and    benevolent    Fanny  -.^ 
should  yield  implicit  credit  :with  her  pa-: 
rent^  and  with  him  vent  a-  sigh,  that  a  gea-* 
tleman  of  so  fine  a  figure,,  andisp  sweet  a 
temper,  ^should  b^  so  unhappijy  united. 
Convinced  of  the  redundancy  afj  A)is  ^suc-^  ^ 
cess,  Sir  Bernardinefelt  it  req*iis??e;to,sof-.* 

te 
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ten  the  Bensatxens  of  dispkcsirrd  sd  V«*rj^' 
evident;  jmdintpbchjciti^  the  Subjefctof  hiii*- 
sic/ readily  ptt^Msledon  ht^  devoted  yictifn  ' 
tO:  sit  doMih  tolait  excollertt  grairid  pisrncy. 

Mm  NoUeriHcr  ^yeA  t  sonata  of  DM^' 
seck's  irioBt  divinely"  and'  ung  lifi*;  Bife-"^ 
hant's  Polacca,  with- such  exquisite  sWeei-' 
nes$  and  taste/  as  to  renH'*r  her  so  irresfet- 
ible  in  the  eye  and  heart  of  the  enamour- 
ed  Baronet/  that  had  not  the  father  been  • 
present,  he  had  Inevitably  soused  <m  ftfnf 
prey  directlvy  and  caught  her  in -his  arths;* 
After   encomiums,    which    nofie'  btit  so' 
young  a  c  performer,  and  so  doting  a  pa- 
rent, could  have'  received  Without  suspi- 
ciion,  Sir  Bernardine  bit  on  an  expedient 
to  «offen  their  displeai^ure  on  the  appear- 
ance of  her^ Ladyship,  by  assuring  theiii" 
that  she  was   remarkably   fond  of  music^  ' 
though  But  art  indifferent  performer,  and 
would  be  enraptured  at  such  inimitable 
performances  as  tho^  he  had  just  been' 
blessed  with.     The    seed  sd    well    sown 
sproated  instantly,      tier  Ladyship  pos- 
sessed 
9 


%e«sed  one  amiable  trait — she  was  fond  of 
music^  and  would  be  enraptured.     O  flat- 
tery !  flattety  !  thy  seed  will  grow  rankly 
'  on  any  soil !     On  the  retem  of  Lady  Hie* 
cory,  each  countenance  was  placid  and  se- 
rene.  An  excellent  supper  was  introduced, 
and  all  spent  a  most  agreeable  evening ; 
fiordid  they  separate -until  her  Ladyship, 
agreeably  to  her  cue,  had  preasingly  soli-- 
cifed  the  genteel  strangers  to  indulge  her 
with,  the  felicity  of  seeing  ihsm  at  the  Hall, 
s  often  as .  they  coiild  make  il  eonved^ieM 
to  themselTes. 
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\ri(h  whit  fedetflftl^  ffni<M  sifij  Pity   ori  *<&»  IdoiinlbdMiicci'  «dK 

favourite  attribute  of  God  :   yet,  strange  fati^liiy }  if  hpap^iperly; 
indulged,  the  most  dangerous  of  the  passions  to  the  softer  sez^ 
4}ecause  ever  the  least  suspected  of  possessing  the  power  of  lead- 
ing them  into  error. 


Little  had  passed  between  the  Major  and 
his  beloved  daughter  the  next  morning  at  . 
breakfast,  before  the  visit  of  the  preced- 
ing day  obtruded  itself  on  their  recollec- 
tions. 

The  Major  sighed-—"  What  a  pity,   that   - 
a  young  man,  so   elegantly  formed,  so  li- 

'  •  *  "•  berally 
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\MaSLf  educated^    so  mentally  endowed^ 

nid  so  faficinaling  in  conversation,  should 

W  dooiaed  to  lead  a  ^eaiy  pilgrimage/ 

Vith  a  "Wife  ^hom  he  seems  neither  tor 

ttteem  nor  admire  !** 

The   lovely  Fanny  sighed  ; — her  dear 
]^pa  had  set  her  the  example. — '*  He  cer- 
tainly is   most   char-r-rming  company!*^ 
and  she  felt  a  Iktie  confused  while  eJcitig 
out  the  word  charming^  as  relating  to  a 
gentleman;  when  fearful  of  being  noticed, 
her  endeavour  to  recover  herself  was  so 
very  precipitate,  that  she  actually  stam- 
mered and   blushed.     Fortunately,  a   fly 
had  dropped  into  the  Major's  cup,  and  he 
vras  so  busily  occupied  in  extricating  the 
poor  insect,  and  placing  it  in  the  sun^  that 
he  did  not  look  towards  his  daughter  un- 
til she  found  herself  able  to  proceed — 
*'  For  my  part.  Sir,  the  Baronet's  conver- 
sation was  more  than  entertaining  to,  me ; 
1  conceived  it  to  be  not  a  IHtle  instruc- 
tive. — ^How  dreadful  is  his  sitnatibn  !— to 
V  wedded  to  a  person  whom  be  catinot 
VOL.  I.  E  love. 
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love,  and  by  whom  he  is  not  beloved !" 
and  the  amiable  fair  one  sighed  agamr- 
that  was  a  sigh  of  pity«  and  as  :such  was 
^appreciated. 

*'  Well  may  you  sigh,  my  love^  at  a- 
^tate  so  truly  miserable ;  and  the  lot  pf  so 
deserving  a  man  loo  !  Pity  gives  interest 
to  yeur  beautiful  features. — I  am  happy^ 
to  find  that  the  night  air,  and  the  unusual 
hour  of  retiring  lo  r.est,  ha«  not  disagreed; 
.with  you — liliink  I  never  saw  you  look 
more  charmingly." 

Fanny  blushed,  and  felt  pleased  with' 
the  compliment,  even  from  her  parent  \ 
For  where  is  the  beauteous  woman  who 
will  not  exult  at  the  exclamation  of  de* 
light,  on  beholding  her,  come  it  from 
whom  it  may  ? — "But  how^  my  dear  Sir,  will 
you  account  for  matchesso  ^unfortunately — 
might  I  not  be  justified  in  saying  so  im* 
providently  made?" 

''  From  cursed  interest,  or  indelicate 
precipitation  ;  or  perhaps  from  both." 
The  Major  answered  with  such  fervour  as  ' 

10 
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lo  rouse  the  particular  attention  of  h\%^ 
cbild;  for  he  spoke  not  only  From  convic- 
tion, but  from  experience — "  Would  par- 
ties, madly  rushing  into  wedlock^  reflect 
that  interest,  though  it  lay  the  treasures 
01  an  empire  on  the  altar  of  Hymen,  will 
not  bribe  the  Deity  to  insure  felicity;  and 
that  indelicate  precipitation  must  rather 
fnar  than  make  the  bliss  so  anxiously  pur« 
sued,  we  should  not  see  so  many  running- 
headlong  into  matrimony  on  one  day^  and 
ready  to  plunge  into  eternity  the  next,  at 
the  cruel  conviction  of  their  eCTesrious 
disappointment;  but  v^hile  beauty,  virtue, 
understandings  amiable  disposition,  every 
endowment  to  render  the  marriage  state 
happy,  center  all  in  potent  interest ; 
vhilst  young  women  of  quality,  like  Rus- 
sian zerfs,  are  assigned  over  to  men,  as 
the  mere  animate  par^  of  their  dowry,  and 
require  little  more  wooing  to  yield  their 
persons  up  for  ever,  than  many  of  the  re- 
pudiated part  of  the  sex  expect  on  grant- 
ing their  company   for  a  feW  hours,  how' 

B  2  shou!-l 
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should  the  wedded  life  be  otherwise?  In 
this  respect,  my  love,  I  speak  frona  drea4 
experience,;    my    warning  voice    should 
therefore  enter  deep  into  your.souK— I, 
madly  rushe^    into,  the    Iqripg   vortexj; 
though  I  plainly  saw  its  yawning  S^^P^ 
before  me.    The  blandishments  of  fort|i|^e  ^ 
seduced  the  honest  independence  of  my, 
heart,  and  I  eagerly,  met  the  precipitate 
indulgences  of  a  woman,  when  I  should 
have  blushed  at  her  indejicacy,  in  consent-^ , 
iritjj  to  wed  with  a  man  whose  tqraper  she 
must  be  conscious,  of  being  wholly  upac*- 
quainted   with,    wl^ose   very  person    she 
knew  little  more  than  by  name;  for  we 
were  total  strangers  when  our  regiment 
entered  Northumberl^d,  and  before  ti>e 
expiration  of  a  month,  she  was  minci  fof^ 
ever! 

''  I  cannot  say  that  the  cruel  conduct  of 
your  motlier's  family,  in  discarding  her 
immediately,  without  a  shilling  tp  her 
portion,  (for  the  titles  and  expectancies  so 
very  distant> were  not  within  their  power,) 

hastened 
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Jiastened  my  repentance ;  on  the  contrsur, 
I  looked  on  her  as  a  sacrifice  to  me,  and 
could  not  help  feeling  flattered  at  the 
magnitude  of  the  compliment*     It    was 
t^c  irascibility^   the  impetuosity  of  her 
disposition,  so  well  concealed  during  the 
few  days  of  our  acquaintance,   that  too 
soon  evinced  my  wretchedness.  I  felt  it  in 
the  very  core  of  my  heart ;  and,  on  mature 
rejection,  I  also  felt  that  I  deserved  it.     I 
had  solemnly  pledged  myself  to  lave  and 
cherish  a  ^oman,  before  I  had  ascertained 
even  the  possibility  of  so  doing ;  in  fact,  I 
jDon  discovered  the  impossibility  of  adher- 
ing to  the  former  part  of  the  covenant; 
but  I  resolved  most  rigidly  to  perform  the 
latter,  were  It  only  as  a  penance  for  my 
inconsiderate  and  truly  culpable  rashness. 
How  I  have  succeeded  in  my  endeavours^ 
for  the  last  half-score  years,  you,  my  love, 
can  form  a  tolerable  idea.    I  may   have 
erred,  but  I  trust  you  never  saw  me  cul-. 
pable,''  and  the  brave  veteran  strode  across 

£  3  the 
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the  parlour^  looked  through  the.  ^siud6\f 
towards  the  hall,  atid  ifctped  ^.tear  ^way.  *  J 
Fanny's  beautiful  py^  drppped  te^ijs  of. 
pity,  blended  with  those  of  parenlal  love^ 
most  copiously.  To  know  but.  two .  gen- 
tlemen in  the  country, .  for  whom  she  en- 
tertained the  slightest  esteem,  and  fhos;^ 
the  victims  of  precipitancy  in  wedlock  ! 
Happily,  her  father  was  released — ''  Poor 
Sir  Bernardine  I''  and  pity  claimed  the 
tribute  of  another  sigh.  Her  papa  had 
proclaimed  him  ''  elegantly  formed^^  libe- 
rally educated,  mentally,  endowed,  and 
fascinating  in  convers^tipn."  Row  happy 
might  he  have  made  some  amiable  woman  t 
how  happy  have  been  himself,  had  be 
been  more  cautious  in  his  choice  !  She 
would  never  subjecthersielf  to  the  charge 
of  indelicacy,  by  beii?g  too  preqipitate^^ 
Perhaps  she  mfght  not  wed  at  all;  .she  dii 
not  think  she  should ;  and  sighing  again,^ 
she  whispered  to  herself—''  Poor  Siir  Bei'- 
nardine!"^ 


« < 
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*  Do  not  sufffer  Pity  so  far  to  possess 
Bcr  empire  over  your  mind^  my  love,  as  to 
endanger  your  health/*  said  the  Major, 
letuming  to  his  seat;  **  pity,  though  a 
piost  amnriable  passioff,  is  not  less  danger- 
ousthaD  becoming,  if  indulged  to  excess  ; 
and  no  men.  on  earth,  perhaps^  less  merit 
a  sigh  pf  commiseration  from  the  bosotn 
of  the  softer  sex,  than  those  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  old  aphorism,  '  marry  in  haste 
and  repent  at  lebure  ;'  it  is  a  species  of 
murder^  and  of  the  most  baleful  class,  be* 
cause  inflicting  a  life-long  death  on  two, 
and  anticipating  misery  from  the  moment 
the  blow  is  struck.  It  certainly  is  most 
soothing^  and  engaging  to  pity  those 
ivhom  we  behold  writhing  under  the  tor- 
ture, the  lash  of  anguish;  but  let  your 
pity  ever  be  proportioned  to  the  qiuinturn 
of  innocency,  rather  than  culpability  of  the 
sufferer." 

Happy  had  it  been  for  Miss  Nobleville, 
had  the  parent  prefaced  the  conversation 
with  such  advice;  or  had   he,    in  giving 

£  4  such 


such  advice>  descended  to  particular ;  but 
bis  ^ntimeals  were  dealt  in  g&ierats,  vrhikt 
his  commendations  were  limited  to  beri 
and  to  the  Jvrm,  edueation,  eruknomtn^, 
and  coftversatian  of  Sir  Bemardine  Hicccry, 
who  was  already  become  a  ^toarrte  with 
hiYn^  in  no  small  degree>  and  by  no  meftn« 
in  a  lesa  witk  her. 
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Docs  have  erlnceda  great  antipathy  to  men^  not  eve*  «»• 
pccted  at  the  time,  but  who  have  aftenrasds  been  ckarly  coo- 
vkted  of  murder  !  Why  may  not  other  antmah  imbibe  andp^ 
thies  to  men  premeditating  other  eiirats  f 


Is  the  course  of  the  ettsuiilg  niQiith,  the 
lenteel  strangers  hsiA  visited,  by  special  iiH 
Titation,  at  the  Hall,  no  less  than  seven 
times;  and  had  been  visited  by /Sir  Befnar- 
dine  nearly  tis  often,  who  made  no  secret 
of  the  warmest  fnendshrp  for  tht^K^jor. 
The  veteran  wfts  informed,,  ev-cry  time 
the  parties- met^  that  his*  converssttioix  be-' 
>       .   i  £  5  came 
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came  more  essential,  not  only  from  his 
politeness  and  experience,  but  being  a 
brave  and  gallant  officer,  who  had  gather- 
ed laurels  for  his  country,  'and'highly  me- 
rited a  station  at  the  top  of  the  profession, 
as  he,  the  Baronet,  had  an  idea  of  accepting 
a  company  in  the  Militia,  he  wished  to 
form  himself  to  the  dutieif  of  the  service, 
by  so  splendid  an  example.  If  flattery, 
were  poured  into  the  ears  of  men  like  the 
contents  from  a  mad-cart,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  it  would  be  iqfibibeA  with  tran- 
§port,  ^ijtd  the  filth  be  unperceived.  Sir 
Bernardine,  mosl;  xertainly,  would  have 
been  delighted  with  the  command  of  the 
regiment  belonging  to  the  county;   but 

it  :«fas^tM^}^:tO:i^??»iiuzn^1hat:  he- .would  ber 
a  i?o)dier ;  r^her  l^aQ  be  the^  second  offi- 
Cj&r:  in  ttnecQrp^,  be  would  be:  immured: 
ill  UkcoTj  Hall  lo.^l^rnily.  .  He  bad  failed: 
iot' proquring  th^tjcomaiand^.by^be  same^ 
iofluj||K:ip  i^2A ,  hs^  jprey^e^  luoir  i]rom  r6T> 
gj'esenting^he  CQiUnty;  therefore  tjie-miii* 
tary  pr.ftflgssiQij,  was  the  furthest  fVpm  hife 

Intentiou; 
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intention ;  but  he  found  it  of  inestiinable 
consequence  to  carry  constantly  on  the' 
tip  of  his  tongue.    He  saw  the  Major  was 
a  soldier  every  inch ;  the  daughter  too, 
he  perceived,  was  partial  to  the  army ;  she 
was  a  child  of  it,  indeed,  and  on  that  ac- 
count might  fancy  that  the  worth  of  a 
man,  with  the  merits  af  an  angel^  might 
be  considerably  enhanced  by '  its  owrier 
wearing  an  epaulet ;  consequently  he  soon 
foimd  it  his  interest  to  be  a  soldier — in ' 
conversation,  at  least,  as  ft  gave  him  op- 
portunities of  administering  doses  of  flat- 
tery to  the  father ;  and  not  only  yielded 
him  frequent  pretences  of  envying  the 
gallant  hero  for  the  glory  he  had  gained, 
when  only  Miss  Nobleville  could  hear  him, 
and  admire  him  for  his  candour  and  libe- 
rality, but  pleaded  his  apology  with  her  for 
sometimes  daring  to  practise  those  Plato- 
tdc  gallantries  peculiar  to  the   camp.  In 
the  latter^  indeed>  the  Barotiet  was  already 
become  so  perfectly  m  miUPaire,  that  the " 
yonng  lady  had  more  than  once  kUted  him 

X  6  ^ith 


yiithskj^rowh  for  whifpering  little  obserfiiF«. ' 
tioM  OH  the  ex%iiuiteEi€ts  of  her  beauty^ 
tlie  ripeness  of  her  cbarms,  yet  cruelly  of. 
her  disposition  ;  asd  sighing — ^^  Oh  that 
fortune  would  but  rid  me  of  Lady  Hkcory ! 
that  I  might  rvrvel  in  the  beauties  of  the 
sweetest  fiNrm  duit  ever  came .  from  the 
hands  of  nature !''  Iq  the  last  of  those  danK 
gerous,  but  too  pleasing  opporttmitiea^ 
U0t  to  be  caught  at  with  avidity^  his  usual 
caution  seemed  to  slumber  a  little ;  for 
after  many  lAicb  compliments^  and  several* 
deaths  viitk  fro'WM,  be  caught  her  in  his 
arms^  pressed  her  Hybla  lipswjth  alarming 
fervency^  and  gazing   on    her   blushing 
beautiesiy  cried^— '^  Yes,    Heaven  has  de- 
cr^ed  that  the  angelic  Fanny  shall  be  mine, 
and  I  the  happiest  of  men  V  ^^e  shrank 
from  his  giwp^  burst  into  team^  bid  him: 
never  speak  to  her  more,  and  threatened 
t<9  inCDr^m  her  father.  % 

te^f living  her  fiitfaer  the  Baronet, by  n^s 
means  approved.  M^ors^  when  tA^y  took, 
it  into  their. heads  to  resend  ittults .  offinred> 

'   .:J>  to 


to  fikor  daughters,  he  well  knew  were  ihh 
agitohle  subjeclB  to  deal  with.  He  had 
Ae  vanity  to  think  he  might  soon  be  abitf 
fa  mitigate  her  resimtmenl  for  the  little 
faux  pas  he  had  ni«le^  could  he  hat  ob- 
tain a  promise  not  to  teveal  his  fhrem^, 
and  on  his  knee  had  received  her  refusal, 
when  they  beard  the  garden-gate  o|>en. 
Half  frantic  at  her  di^casure^  really  alarm- 
ed at  the  critical  approach  of  the  Major^ 
and  mad  at  the  dkappointment  of  his 
hopes^  he  rose  up^  and  emphalically  say- 
ing— ^"Then,  cruel  beauty^  youi"  father  and 
I  wiil  fall  together  r'  was  going  to  quit 
die  i:oom,  when  they  heard  him  answer 
the  gardener,  and  return  to  the  garden* 
This  was  a  crisis,  indeed ;  her  evil  genius 
e&erted  aU  his  diill,  and  her  danger  was 
most  imminent.  Sir  Bernardine,  by  a 
well-aimed  defiance  of  the  father's  ven-*' 
geance>  blended  with  the  most  solemn 
prscestationa  that  she  isdone  was  blame- 
unnhy,  Ibr  being  so  endmAting>  actually 
ctoiacd  «ot  Qtkfy  a  positive  promise  of 

secrecy. 
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secrecy^  bnt  some  hopes  of  pardon^  on  con-' 
dittoit  of  never  presuming  to  offend  so 
flagrantly  again. 

In  this  train  were  affairs  at  the  Hall  iand 
the   Cottage,    when  a    whole    week   had 
nearly  elapsed,  without  the  Baronet  havings 
once  made  his  Appearance,  or  having  seftt- 
a  single  invitation.     What  could  be  the 
meaning  of  it  ?— Had  he  been  urgently 
called  from  home  without  due  notice? — 
Was   he   indisposed  ? — Had  he  altered  his 
good  opinion    of  them? — Had   any   one 
offended  him  ?  The  Major  languished   to 
bear  his  soothing  voice.    The  daughter  we 
dare  not  say  languished  to  behold  his  per- 
son ;  but  spite  of  the  horrid,  irresistible^ 
impulses  of  his^  unfortunate  passion,  for  his 
air,  his  ei/es,  Ms  gestures,  too  truly  demon-* 
strated  that  her  fig*ure  had  made  no  trifling, 
impression  on  the  unhappy  gentleman,  the^' 
sight  of  him  would  have  been  far  from  .iin>^ 
pleasing  to  her.     She  could  hardly  think: :< 
SirBemardine'&p^liteness  to  herpdjE^a  would/ 
have  suffered  him  to  jravei  any  distanoeu 
-  I/*   >'.  without 
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^out  sending  Turn  some  apology  for  a 
long  absence;  and  as  to  any  one  having 
oflSmded  hinii  the  direct  contrary  she  knew 
tote  the  fact.  Day  after  day  they  were 
variously  agitated,  and  day  after  day  their 
UDeasiEiess  inopeaseid  :  at  lengthy  on  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  d^y^.the  Majon  with 
a  hand  trembling  with  anxiety  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  friend,  received  the  following 
letter., 


"  MY  JDEAH  MAJOR, 

'^  When  a  man's  ideas  b«- 
come  too  pvesitmptuous^  he  ought  not  to 
complain^  if  ♦fate/  roused  to  just  displea- 
sure^ should  humble  him  a  little;  I  have 
devoHtfy  kiissed  the-  rod ;  my  offence  was 
extreme,  roy  punishment  most  lenient,  f 
had  dared  to  dFevate  my  mind  to  glory; 
my  soul  had  aspired  to  scenes  so  exquisite^ 
bar  Pheebus  frowned  at  my  unparalleled 
nAnesii^  and  I  lay  another  Phaeton  dashed 
lipOD'the  earth  !.  Pardon^  my  dear  Sir,  the" 

flight 
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flight  which  my  fancy  h»  taken  ;  the  bare 
thought  of  my  offence>  and  bf  the  bii|(bt 
temptation^  have  hurried  me  beyond  tAf^  ^ 
self.     I  mil  endeavour  to  restrain  my  ideas 
to  the  purport  of  the  moment. 

*^  Permit  nte  theri  to  acquaint  you>  iby 
dear  friend^  that  after  the  delightful  iafter-^ 
noon  which  I  had  spent  with  you  and  yotiir 
most  amiable  daughter^  on  Friday  last; 
after  the  varied  sensations  of  rapture  and 
despair^  which  alternately  shook  every 
nerve^  whilst  listening  to  your  account  of 
the  storming  of  Seringapatam,  as  I  took 
my  saunter  through  the  valley  homewards^ 
and  was  contemplating  the  beautiful  clump 
of  trees^  (there,  in  apparent  playful  sporty 
taking  advantage  of  the  Major  surveying 
some  very  fine  cattle,  the  Baronet  had  first 
presumed  to  kiss  Miss  Nobleville, )  while  va- 
rious rapturous  occurrences  glided  over  my 
mind^  your  favourite  young  hull  rn^ed  on 
me  unawares^  and  having  tossed  me  to  tbe 
groundj  would,  no  doubt,  have  ended  my 
hopes  and  my  miseries  together,  bad  not 

your 


your  terrier  eSbctuaHy  piiined  Kim^  and 
given  tne  an  opportuBity  of  eSectmi;  my 
ciqxpe^  livith  some  severe  confusions^  and 
the  Iracture  of  ai  rib  or  tWo. 

"  A  isHght  fever  for  the  five  following 
days  gave  the  surgeon  a  pretext  lor  en- 
hancing his  skill,  by  an  injunction  of  ab- 
solute idleness ;  aha !  neither  him  nor  the 
whole  world  combined^  could  have  preven* 
led  me  from  thinking.  This  morning  the 
irksome  interdict  was  taken  off^  and  my 
fiftt  moments  of  authomed  leisure  arc  de- 
dicafed  to.  you. 

•'  Though  I  Aif^k  I  feel  myself  suffici- 
ently recovered  to  Tcnture  on  a  walk  to 
the  Cottage^  it  does  not  yet  jump  with  the 
hiterest  of  Mr.  Lint,  it  seems^  to  suffer  me 
so  to  do  ;  but  he  has  the  humanity  to  con- 
fess^ that  would  you  and  your  amiable 
fcughter,  do  us  the  honour  to  take  your 
mutton  with  us  on  Sunday,  your  company 
wooH  not  prove  of  the  smallest  inconve- 
nience to  xne  ;  and  J  Matter  myself  I  need 

not 


not  tell  you  such  indulgence  woul^.  6sseft)r> 
tially  add  to  ray  health  and  happiness. 

*' Your's,  witi[i  all  possible  sincerityi. 
''and  ^ith  the  highest  respect? 

'^  BkRKABBINJK  HlCOORY."' 

«« Hiccory  Hail/ 
*^  Friday  aftcrnooti.'*^ 


Here  was  a  letter  1  St.  Ignatius  himself 
could  not  have  penned  one  more  Jesui- 
tical, more  apparently  morah  nor.  mQTfi' 
efTectually  seducing;  more  flattering  to 
the  father^  nor  more  ailluring  to  the  child  ! 

"  Poor  fellow  !"  exclaimed  the  Major^ 
*^  he  has  had  a  very  narrow  escape.  I  did 
not  think  I^ppoo  had  been  so  valiant — How 
lucky  that  you  presented  him  !  I  protest^ 
the  Baronet  contemplates  the  idea  of  en« 
tering  the  Militia^  with  as  much  fervour  afil^ 
if  wooing  a  beauty.  If  all  our  troops 
were  headed  by  such  men^  dishonour 
would  not  dare  to  appear  in  the  vicinity 

of 


of  a  British  army.  Poor  fellow  J— tears 
for  such  an  accident,  to  such  a  man,  are 
tl»  just  claim  of  humanity  as  well  as  pity. 
I WiU  take  aiiglkjH  the  igrden,  and  shake 

off  this  softness,"  novr  tht  danger  is  over/* 

and  the  Major  left  the  room. 


.*  ^    r 
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of  trees/ arid' the  ;atltafdcp*f  the  animal  bn' 

'•  ■■ '  ■        •■■■■■     '  I    '  *    ' ''  i    I  ■     .  . .  i    .  ..-l 

that  idcnticaT  spbr  were  mentioned,  slic: 
rose  from  h'er  seM/ahd  ihoviho:  tq  the 
window,  Was  complimenred' on  hierliVffla-' 


nity  and  pity,  as  already,  bbsennfccji  jtifit' 
before  her  father  left  the  rooiti.  '/'"■ 

Turning  towards  ;the  table^  a  Jew,mj-' 
nures  after  the  Major  had  renred;  she  saw, 
the    dielusive    lett^lf  \\t   upbti    it.      She. 
took  it  up,  read  it/ahd  sighed  most  iih-' 
pressively  over  iti     A  tear  fell  oh.  the  aU- ' 
thorns  name,  which  enviable  drop  she  v^l 
sorbed  from  the  paper  with  her  Tips,  and 
blushed.     Why  did  the  beauty  blush  ?  She 
was  not  conscious  of  any  crime — No  one  \ 
saw  the  action — No   one  could  behold  it' 
but  her  God  ;  and  to  her  God  she'  would 
readily  have  cxp6sed  her  bosom  bare,  that 
he  might  view  each  secret  of  her  soul.  She" 
reperused  the  scroll,  and  gazed  again  iip^,, 
on    the   name — ^'  Unhappy'  man  !"     she' 
cried,  "  iTorm'ed  andendowed  with  persdti  * 
and  accomplidtirnents  to  make  others  happy, 
yet  miserable  yourself/how  I'deplore  your 

sorrows. 
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tOTTowSj  and  venerate  your  virtues  ! — you 

arc  too  good^  I  hope^   to  require  more :  I 

am  too  conscious  of  th^e  rectitude  required 

4tmysex,  to  grant  it  if  required,  even  in 

thought.*'  She  seated  herself ;  should  have 

put  the  letter  in  the  fire,  hut  gazed  on  it 

some  moments^  placed  it  in  her  hosom, 

and  wept  again.     Yet  pleased  with  the 

coitfession  she  had  made  to  her  own  heart, 

and  confident  in  the  vigour  of  her  virtue, 

she  recovered  her  composure '  in  a  few  mi- 

mites,  and  hailed  the  return  of  her  parent 

with  a  smile. 

The  Major  thanked  his  darling  for  the 
precious  welcome,  told  her  that  he  had 
returned  sooner  than  he  should  have  done, 
on  hearing  incessant  reports  of  guns  in  the  ' 
offing ;  that,  no  doubt,  two  ships  were  en- 
gaged ;  and  as  the  evening  was  fine,  and 
sJie  had  never  experienced  so  favourable 
an  opportunity  of  beholding  an  action 
withou^  peril,  he  wished  her  not  to  neg- ' 
lect  it,  but  hasten  to  the  cliff  with  him. 

The  wish  of  her  parent  was  ever  a  law  to* 
.     .  the 
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that  I.ha4.not  iia^  to  reflect  on  tbe  hormr 
vi^b  vhich  mch  a  sight  raigbt  inflict  your--*. 
^ardpn  *  me,  my  angel,  and  let  w  hMem 
fvoni  the.  ^hocliing  scene ;  i^  but  I  shQulii 
like  to  see-  the:  little  &iga,te  tnke  be«  pmet. 
imto  Plyu^uth;;  ^nd  shake  her  gatlam  CQoin. 
ipiander  by  the  hand-  Ol^.  Fanny  !,  if  yotp^ 
VrotK^r  Frederick  had  been  hevej  ^haM. 
VOijild  be  h^^ve  said  at  $o  ^rp  aii  action  ?*^ 

*'):dof)'i  knoii^  what  the  dear  youtt^ 
wigh^  have  Sj^idt  Sir/'  a^we^red  the  treo^ 
Vli^f  Fanny,  soit^ewhat  recovered,  and 
gently*  pulling  her  father  by  the  sleeve, 
'^  buti  svipppse  I  might  have  caUed  nine- 
teen UP9es  to  hija,  too^  and  have  been 
b^ard  by  neither." 

^'  Wh^t !  F^^y  Nobleville  call  nineteen 
^mes  oJi  her  foad  father,  audi  he  not  heai* 
^er  !  Q  w^.l^^  war  !  ^ha:t  a  Gi^cinalfioa  hast 
^h^U  !-r^Welfc  iP'y  l^ve,  it  i^  the  first  time-, 
I  betiev«i  that  yga  ever  cabled  on  me  in 
vain^ — i«i^  it  be  tjit^  last!*— Ex<jy^  there- 
xniK&n^sa  oPs^  infatiM^^d  olfi  solder/* 

''  Rathejf  p^s^oni  tim  miiatii^nce  06  a 

tiwd. 


Itmid,  petulant  child  !  Yon,  my  dear  Sir« 
aw  them  fighting  for  glory^  and  the  ho« 
Mur  of  their  country ;  I  fancied  I  heard 
the  groans  dt  the  hfeedhig  v^ictimi,  and 
anticipated  the  shrieks  of  their  distracted 
wives,  the  tears  of  their  orphan  children  \^' 
and  kissing  the  cheek  of  the  exulting  pa- 
rent, with  his  right  hmd  nyuhd  her  waist^ 
bii  left  fast  locked  in  her's,  they  gently 
moved  towards  the  Cottage^  Britannia  smil- 
ing on  one,  virtue  on  the  other,  and  tfae 
Ktting  sun  on  botlw 
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CHAP.  X. 


.  t 


\\  IS  not  the  pugilist  who  stands  still  to  be  beaten  who  gene* 
rally  wins  the  battle,  but  he  who  shifts  his  ground,  and  only 
strikes  when  sure  his  blows  will  teU  to  good  effect. 


^'  Then,  Madam,  you  take  up  your  abode 
in  the  east  wing  of  the  Hall  to-morrow 
morning/*  said  Sir  Bernardine  Hiccory, 
rising  from  his  seat,  and  walking  round  the 
front  parlour  of  the  west-wing,  the  usual 
breakfast-parlour. 

'•  Good  God  !"  and  Lady  Hiccory  ab- 
sorbed the  tears  that  trickled  down  the  woe- 
worn  cheeks  which  had  once  been  gazed 
on  with  delight,  ♦'  can  you  really  imagine 

that 
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i. 

that  I  will  degrade  myself  so  lovr,  even  in 
my  own  eyes^  could  I  blind  those  of  Him 
who  sees  us  all^  as  to  aid  you  in  rendering 
that  lovely  creature  dependant  on  ano-- 
thcr*s  bounty,  and  open  to  temptation/ by 
laining  her  father  V* 

*'  Psha  !  lovely  nonsense  !  and  if  I  had 
requested  it,  why  not? — ^You,  Madam^ 
would  have  had  your  recom pence,  no 
doubt.  Have  you  already  forgotten  the 
revels  of  the  proud^  great  city  ?  Have  you 
forgotten  how  Lady  Blaze,  on  the  pro- 
mise of  a  dashing  concert^  with  an  Ani  and 
an  IrU  in  the  orchestra,  and  a  splendid 
supper  for  five  hundred  persons^  not  only 
condescended  to  woo  the  Lady  of  Sir 
William  Brittle,  but  actually  introduced 
the  parties,  on  the  public  night,  into  her 
own  dressing -room  ?  Has  it  escaped  your 
memory,  with  what  adroitness  a  certain 
fastidious  Countess  named  Lady  Sanguine's 
cards,  with  her  fingers,  to  her  own  Earl, 
by  which  means  he  won  twenty  thousand 
during  the  evening,  and  cancelled  the  debt 

F  3  the 


Ac  memi  moamg,  €mtf  heeaume  het 
iyKawtsh  LadywUp  had  tost  ten  tiiousaiMl 
$^  tfiegemieflnM  vkh  oae  eje,  aad  Ut^c 
iMNne  than  lalf  a  poae ;  to  €OiiU  not^  wilht 
•ot  ftmimH-,  iMnk  of  ptytng  such  a  crea-^ 
ture  a  debt  oF  honoar  vstfaout  mooey  ^ 
Ate  you  now  to  be  told  that  the  dakfarng 
bdle  of  — ««~  fttMet  owes  ber  box  at  tbe 
Opera,  ber  splendid  eqnipage,  and  her 
qoarteriy  gaias^  to  a  positrve  contract  to 
aid  her  asfiorous  Nabob  in  one  agffair  erery 
fix  months  ?  Have  you-~but  why  should  I 
mention  more  circumttaQces  of  a  similar 
wtiaie,  when  I  solemnly  protest  that  I  do 
not  want  yonr  aid  far  any  snch  purpose  f 
Tbe  Major^  though  be  lives  zo  economi* 
eaily>  is^  I  understand,  possessed  of  kn^ 
aiense  property,  and  I  have  a  speculatiTe 
point  to  gain  :  if  I  could  get  the  girl  to 
flsyseif  a  few  times,  for  haIf-a«dosen  roi« 
nutesorso,  I  do  not  doubt  but  I  couki 
prevail  on  her  to  aid  my  purpose,  even 
without  kfuming  it/* 
''lam  very  glad  to  leam  that  your  in* 

tention 
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tcntitm  IS  no  worse.  Sir  Bernardine  ;  still 
Acre  is  not  only  a  meanness,  but  a  degree 
of  criminality,  attaching  to  the  idea  of  in- 
fluencing a  daughter,  so  veVy  amiablie  and 
80  tenderly  beloved,  to  aid  in  afiy  plot 
against  the  interest  of  her  parent :  and,  if 
I  may  take  the  liberty  to  say  so,  where  is 
the  absolute  neciessity  for  such  plan  ?  A^'ou^ 
fortune  is  ample ;  your  expences  are  far 
short  of  your  income;  and  your  younger 
children  are  decently  provided  for,  should 
you  feel  it  inconvenient  to  lay  any  thing 
by  for  them.  I-  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
Opposing  your  desires,   yau  know  very 

well,  but  in  this  instance '* 

''And  why  in  this  instance? — Because 
you  are  the  true  woman,  a  precious  epi- 
tome  of  your  confounded  sex — because 
in  Uiis  instance  you  find  t  want  your 
aid,  and  flatter  yourself  that  you  can  tor- 
ture me,  by  withholding  it — because  you 
fancy  tyranny  more  amiable  than  tender- 
ness., and  are  gratified  at  so  favourable  an 
opportunity  of  adding  to  my  afflictions." 

F  4  ^^  O  vou 
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"  O  you  unkind  !  when  have  I  presume 
td  to  thwart^  to  counteract  your  pur- 
poses ?  nor  had  I  now  dared  to  hesitate  ^ 
moment,  had  1  been  certain  that  you  had 
maturely  weighed  the  nature  of  your  plan,  ' 
and  duly  estimated  the  moral  enormity,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  offence  to  Heaven,  of 
plundering  the  unsuspecting  father,  and 
impoverishing  his  beauteous  and  innocent 
child — of  committing  a  flagrant  breach 
of  hospitality,  and  a  plreraeditated  act  of 
fraud,  for  which  a  distressed  individual 
might  meet,  and  but  too  justly,  an  jigno-  • 
minious  death.  I  see  I  offend.  Sir  Ber^ 
nardine,  and  I  am  prepared  to  meet  the. 
consequence  of  my  opposition  ;  biU  it 
would  really  be  the  height  of  cruelty  ta 
give  you  aid  against  so  worthy  a  man,  and 
so  charming  a  creature." 

"  Charming  fiddlestick  !"  exclaimed  the. 
Baronet ;  for  though  every  testimony, 
which  her  Ladyship  had  borne  to  the  beau- 
ties ,pf  Miss  Nobleville,  had  more  than 
fcinned  the  lustful  fire  raging  in  his  soul,  he 

was 
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iwfl  veil  convinced  it  would  by  no  xmana, 
answer  Kis  purpose  to  let  her  witness  the 
effect;  "  the  girl  is  well  enough — she  is 
pretty^  to  a  certainty ;  biit  as  to  mental  ac- 
complishments^ she  possesses  but  a  scanty 
portion,  when  placed  in  competition  with 
your  Ladyship — Nay,    I  do   not   merit   a 
courtsey,  for,  tipon  my  honour,  I  meant  no 
compliment  1  -  However,  to  evince  to  you. 
Madam,  that  whatever  may  be  my  specu- 
lation, I  mean  little  injury  to  the  Major's 
circumstances,  or  to  the  fortune  of  Miss 
Nobleville,  J  solemnly  protest,  should  any 
accident  deprive  her  of  his  protection,  so 
fervently  should  I  revere  his  memory,  that 
thinking  his  soul  might  still  be  alive  to  her 
>velfare,  I  would  recommend  her  to  your 
kind  protection  ! — she  should  share  in  the 
conveniences  of  our  table,  the  accommoda- 
tions of  our  house,  the  esteem  of  ourselves, 
and  endearments  of  our  children/* 

"  I  ^  am  satisfied.  Sir  Bernardine. — ^The 
man  who  so  thinks  cannot  mean  ill.  It 
shall  not  be  my  fault  if  you  have  not  the 

F  5  little 
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}itt)e  opportunities  you  require  ;*'  and 
Lady  Hiccory  quitted  the  room^  the  flatter- 
ed bearer  of  a  kiss  f---^  token  of  indulgence 
not  often  conferred  on  her  Ladyship* 


* ' 


CHAP. 


JbQCKY   SSCAFS9.  107 


CHAP.  XI. 


yet  IP  only  bt  WUcA  mtp  $fcuri|jr  I 

Ov  the  Sanday>  about  three  0 'clocks  tjbe 
^^pr>  agreeably  to  the  invititiQn»  led  bit 
bloominji^  daughter  into  thq  dii)ing^rQQm 

atlliccory  Hall.     Sir  Bemardicif,  tbpuyh 

rwlly  in  perfect  health,  for  tbp  affwr  of 
the  bull  i^aa  raiher  an  alarm  than  an  attacks 
jtt  cpnceiving  it  might  further  hii  purppse 
cm  Miss  NobIevilIe>  by  rouaing  her  tender 
fjmpathy  in  hit  favour,  under  pretence  otf 
feeling  himself  injured  internftUys  he  ^id 

F  6  absolutely 
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absolutely  send  for  the  surgeon,  and  by 
well-counterfeited  gestures jsdon  convinced 
the  pupil  of  Hunter  that  he  was  worse  than 
he  even  aspired  to  be  deemed.  With  one 
of  those  symptomatic  countenanct?s  of 
evident  joy,  mingled  with  concealed  pain. 
Sir  Bernardine  received  his  welcome  visi- 
tors. Lady  Hiccory  was  in  the  nursery, 
and  before  the  parties  could  take  their 
seats,  the  Major  was  called  out. 

After  some  tender  inquiries  from  Miss 
Nobleville,  and  an  ingenuous  confession 
of  uneasiness  at  not  having  heard  from  the 
family  for  so  many  days,  the  Baronet  de- 
picted the  affair  in  io  ev^entful  a  manner, 
that  she  was  affected  even  to  tears,  and 
hoped  he  had  ordered  the  bull  to  be 
destroyed.  , 

"  Angelic  tenderness  !*'  exclaimed  he, 
puHing  the  blushing  beauty  towards  him, 
blessing  the  dew-drdjis  of  her  heavenly  eyes; 
and  pressing  her  lips  with  a  fervour  which 
could  not  fail  to  rouse  alarm,  and  threaten 
an   indignant    frbwn-^^'  Angelic  tender^ 

ness  !** 
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neal''  repeated  he,  "do  not  kill  me,  if 
urged  to  madness  by  your  countless  charms, 
I  dare  to  seize  a  sweet  foretaste  of  Heaven. 
Alas!  1  have  endured  an  age  of  anguish 
uncel  saw  you  last.— A  glance  of  pity 
from  that  lovely  face  had  soothed  my  tor- 
tured limbs  to  extacy ;  but  how  could   I 
dare  hope  to  be  so  far  indulged  !  or  un- 
able to  write  myself,  how  could  I  be  cer- 
tain that  any  message  might  not  be  mis* 
quoted,  and  the  generous  soul  of  your  ex- 
cellent parent  pained  by  my  exaggerated 
accident  ?  Even  you,  celestial  maid  I  might 
have  felt  some  alann ;  and  had  I  known 
that  your  transporting  bosom  heaved  an 
unnecessary  sigh  for  me,  the  most  wretch- 
ed and  unworthy  of  your  friends,  I  should 
have  detested   myself  for  every    pang   I 
caused,  however  innocent  I  should  have 
been." 

During  the  whole  of  the  Baronet-s  in- 
sidious speech.  Miss  Nobleville's  vanity, 
(for  where  is  the  human  being  existing  un^ 
der  Heaven  without  it  ? )  was  50  delicately 

soothed^ 
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cion  been  lulled  by  Sir  Bernardine,  ihat 
she  would  as  soon  have  suspected  him  of 
committing  sacrilege,  as  of  having  any  in- 
famous designs  on  the  person  of  their' 
lovely  visitor;  so  guarded  ^vere  his  words^ 
his  gestures,  his  very  looks. 

Early  in  the  evening  the  Major  rose  to 
depart ;  but  as  the  weather,  though  cool, 
v\vas  calm  and  serene,  and  as  Sir  Bernar- 
dine felt  himse]£  much  better  than  he  could 
have  expected,  he  proposed  to  his  Lady  to 
accompany  their  amiable  guests  a  part  of 
the  way.  The  proposal  was  readily  ac- 
ceded to  by  Lady  Hiccory,  and  cheerfully 
accepted  by  the  rest  of  the  party.  After 
the  usual  cautionary  admonitions  to  guard 
against  catching  cold,  and  not  to  fatigue 
himself  by  walkingtoo  far,  they  moved  slow- 
ly forward,  the  Baronet  leading  the  way,and 
soon  became  so  intent  on  conversation,  as 
not  to  observe  the  distance  they  had 
walked,  till  they  suddenly  found  thenl* 
selves  closer  to  the  identical  clump  of  trees. ! 
Each  smiled  at  the  inadvertencv,  feared  that 

Sir 
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Sir  Bernardine  would iktigue  himself^  com- 
mented on  the  deluding  influence  of 
pleasing  conversation^  and  gazing  on  (he 
spot^  then  on  the  convalescent^  as  by 
mutual  consent^  stopped  to  contemplate  it. 

"  This  spot  niust  have  become  intercst- 
iog  to  you^  Sir  Bernardine/'  said  the 
Major.  .      ■ 

"  Indeed  it  has.  Major ;  one  of  the  most 
interesting  scenes  of  my  life  occurred  oh 
the  very  spot  I  now  stand  upon." 

It  was  the  place  where  he  had  first  sa- 
luted Miss  Nobleville  with  fi'eedom ;  and. 
he  took  care  so  to  point  the  sentence,  that 
it  should,  by  her,  be  received  as  intended; 
vrhich  we  may  conclude  it  was,  by  that 
lady  finding  it  requisite  to'  look  at  an  ob- 
ject in  an  opposite  direction. 

''  If  I  had  experienced  such  an  escape, 
I  think  I  should  be  for  erecting  some  to- 
ken of  remembrance  on  the  interestins: 
spot." 

"My  dear  Major!  you  have  actually 
anticipated  my  idea.     No   man   on   earth- 

can 


« 
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CHAP.  xir. 


There  is  nothing  more  dangerous  than  for  parents,  standing 
high  in  the  confidence  of  their  marriageable  daaghtersi  t»  dwHl-  ^ 
on  the  engaging  qualities  of  men  whom  the  family  might  not 
deem  it  prudent,  or  lee  it  possible,  to  form  an  Hymeneal  con* 

nesion  with* 

The  amiable  pair  moving  towards  the  Cot- 
tage, were  just  quitting  the  beautiful  val- 
ley, when,  leaning  his  hand  on  the  lower 
gate^  or  rather  wicket  of  the  coppice. 
Major  Nobleville  turned  round,  as  if  to 
look  after  the  other  party^  who  had  just 
entered  the  lawn — "  There  is  somewhat- 
{Strangely  prepossessing  in  SirBernardine!" 

'  said 
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wd  he.  "  What  tt  Mrinning  eloquence  in  his 
conversation  \ — How  delicate  and  sublime 
his  idea  of  erecting  a  temple  to  the  Deity, 
ia  grateful  commemoration  of  his  provi* 
dentiai   escape  ! — And  how   soothing   his 
^tention'to  Lady  Hiccory^  when  we  know 
that,  but  for  her  perverse  disposition,  he 
ipight  be  a  happy  man  !     Here,  my  dear 
girl,  is  another  cionvincing  proof  that  true 
felicity,  though  the  object  is  one  of  the 
most  amiable   of  mankind,  is   not  to   be 
found  on  earth  !     How  fortunate  the  oc- 
<;urrence  that  led  us  to  purchase  this  pretty 
cottage!     Such  a  neighbour,  in  so  recluse 
a  situation,  is  an  acquisition  for  which  we 
cannot  be  too  thankful.     And  to  find  in 
the  deserving  favourite,  our  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  is  no  trifling  addition  to  the  pleas- 
ing circumstance,  I  assure  you  ;  for  one  of 
the  greatest  pests  on  earth,  is  a  trouble- 
some landlord  with  a  large  estate  !    Hap- 
pily, our's  is  as  polite  as  hospitable  i  as  be- 
nevolent as   brave;   and   as  engaging  in 
person  as  attractive  in  conversation.  What  a 

a  heart 
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a  heart  mtist  hs  he  V. — ^What  a  trrasuf)^  to  * 
womaa  to  poares  h,  and  resotfe  to  use 

it  welt  r 

As  Miss.NdbleviUe  did  not  mdkextf  rer^ 
ply,  tlie  Majior  via&ed  o»,  expatiatflagi  mm- 
the  iiafQensity  of  Ibe  acquukios  iaa  good: 
neighbour,    espedall]!*  mheaa,  that.  iiei|^ 
bouF  is  a  man  of  hcHKnir  and  a  gentleittaii.- 
Her  father's  words^simk  deep  iota  bcr  heart; 
not  oDdC  of  hi&  encomiums  cm  Str  Bemar- 
dine^  but  appeared  so  just,  that  she  some- 
times could,  with  di£Sculty,.  refrain   from 
joining  in  the  comaiendationsi     Inieet,, 
nothing  hut  her  consciousniess,  of  fireting 
their  truth  too  forcibly,  and  her  appre* 
hension  lest  he  should  penetrate  further 
into  the  state  of  her  bosom,  than-  she  dared 
acknowledge,  even  to  herself  could  have 
restrained  herfeom  complimenting  her  sire, 
on  the  elegance  as  well  as  justness  o£  firs' 
remarks  on  the  too  engaging,  buf  unhap- 
py  gentleman. 

The   lovely   young  creature   possessed 
much  strength,  of  miad,  aad  a  clearness  o^. 

conception 


1MX%  tSGAMS*  lit 

ctttception  not  often  excetAei  in  either 
sen ;  but  a  sensibility  otsmA,  whieh  ren- 
dered her  highly  susceptible  of  the  tender 
feelings,  often^  for  tire  m omen ^^  debrTftated 
tl^  one,  and  |iervcrfed  the  meftnmg  of  the 
oAcr.     She,  for  instatree^  Tesidily  pereefr- 
tA  tbe  ifltpressTOti  which  her  person  had 
nacfe  on  Sir  Bernardine^  and  her  vanity 
prompted  her  t^  believe  that  he  wotrld  not 
casiTy  conqn^r    his  un Fortunate  passion; 
but  that  be  couW  entertain  ideas  prejudi- 
cial to  her  virttte,  was  what  she  neither  did 
lor  wished  to  conceive  ;  for  she  pitied, 
she  admired^  she  esteemed  him  ;  and,  con- 
sequentlyi  thoughts  which  would  degrade 
him  in  her  imagination,  were  the  furthest 
from  her   heart.     She   had   certainly  felt 
ktneir Hisulted  at  the  freedom  with  which 
k«,  more  tha«  once,  had  presumed  to  sa- 
lute her ;  but  her  displeasure  had   pro- 
Aueed  such   charming  apologies,  and  his 
soTPow  appeared  so  evidenriy  unfeigned, 
and  8o   highly  a^Teeting,  that  she  some- 
L  times 
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times  fancied  the  pain  she  inflicted  by  her 
indigRation^  more  than  compensated  the 
offence. 

"  Besides/'  she  would  reflect,  ''  are  not 
such  little  freedoms  daily  practised  in  al- 
most  every  family  ? — ^And  is  it  not  a  stand- 
ing maxim  among  the  most  virtuous  of  tbe^ 
sex,  that  ^  liberties  may  be  endured  from 
married  men,  which  it  would  not  only  be 
improper,  but  indelicate  and  dangerous, 
to  suffer  from  those  who  are  single,  even 
ifavowing  the  most  honourable  intentions! 
By  so  sedulously  watching  the  moments 
of  privacy,  it  is  clear  that  he  cautiously 
avoids  detection,  as  well  from  Lady  Ilic- 
cory  as  from  my  father.  Of  course,  were 
his  morals  not  quite  so  pure  as  he  has  re- 
peatedly evinced  them  by  his  conversa- 
tion, the  apprehension  of  discovery  will 
ever  deter  him  from  daring  to  proceed 
beyond  the  bounds  of  discretion  ;  and 
should  he  presumptuously  dare  again  to 
commit  any  act   bordering   en  rudeness^ 

• 

can 


cihTnot,  'liowever  enchanting  his  appear- 
incc,  and  disafrtiing  his  contrition,  spiini 
him  from  n\y  feet,  and  deprive  him  of  my 
presence  fbr  ever  ?     My  father  has  often 
fettered  me  that  1  possess  fortitude,  in  oc- 
currences but  tfiflitig — yes,   I  flatter  my- 
self I  do  possess  it,  in  some  deg^ee ;  and 
finy  insolent  offender  il^hall  be  convinced 
of  it,  to  his  shame  and  sort-ow ;  but  while 
(here  is  not  the  shadow  of  a'ppeat^nce  (o 
create  alarfn,  why  deprive  myself,  and  ihy 
deaf  parent,  of  company  so  agreeable,  of 
tonversation  so  engagingly  edifying  ?  No ; 
firm  in  my  own  innocence,  and  the  strength 
of  my  rtesolution,  never  to  suffer  a  liberty 
ivhich  miay  call  a  blush  into  the  cheek  of 
modesty,    1  will  be  ever  on   my  guard, 
will  keep  the  charming,  the  iinhappy  man, 
at  as  much  distance  as  possible  >  but  will 
not,  by  a  fastidious,  self-afHicting  prudery, 
abandon  him  to  Evident  despair.     Sir  Bef- 
nardine  is  a  married  man,  the  father  of  a 
family  ;    therefore   my   visits    cannot    be 
deemed    improper.      Her   Ladyship,  too, 
VOL.  I.  G  seem" 
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seems  to  entertain  an  esteem  both  for  AH 
and  my  father.     What  a  pity,  that  with  sA 
agreeable  a  person,  and  a  behaviour  ra-- 
ther  .captivating  in  company,  she  should 
possess  so  dreadful  a  disposition  !  or  how 
easily  might  she  have  been  happy  herself, 
and  have  made  him  so  !     Heaven  forbid 
that  I  should  wish  ill  to  any  one  !  but  it 
is  impossible  to  foresee  the  occurrences  ot 
a  day,  an  hour,  a  moment,  much  less  to 
penetrate  into  the  transactions  of  years.  I 
am  very  young,  but  just  sixteen  !  I  would 
iiot  wish  to  wed  until  twenty-one,  unless — ; 
but  as  that  is  impossible,  a  few  years  are 
iio  great  object  to  me ;  my  father  will  not 
dislike  tne  for  reniaining  siDgle;   I  will> 
therefore,  continue  so,  for  some  time  at 
least ;  will  exert  my  constant  endeavours 
to  promote  his  felicity,  and  to  mitigate 
the  sufferings  of    our  deserving   friend." 
^Vith   each    possessing    such    a    train    of 
thoughts,  so  various  and  amiable,  yet  so 
delusive  and  dangerous,  the  lovely  Fanny 
and  her  father  reached  the  Cottage-gate. 

*^What!'' 
3 


e. 


.  "What !"  exclaimed  the  Major,  on  en- 
Wmg  the  ttWkt  cdiirt,  "  Fanny  absent  a 
great  part  of  the  day^  and  Caesar  not  come 
^o  welcome  her  return !— How  is  this?" 
A  single  bark,  iinn^ediately  succeeded  by 
a  whine,  was  the  animal's  answer. 

"  Well,  what  is  he  doing  there  ?  poor 
Caesar!" 

The  charm  Was  irresistible :  Caesar  heard 
tlie  voice  of  his  miistress;  came  hastily 
irom  the  west-end  of  the  house;  turned, 
looked  back,  and  growled  ;  then  came  and 
licked  her  hand,  seized  the  bottom  of  her 
pellisse,  and  gently  pulled  her  towards  the 
place, 

''  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?"  said 
the  Major. 

The  dog  let  go  the  pellisse.  The  party 
heard  a  rustling  noise.  Caesar  ran,  be- 
came very  violent;  and  repeatedly  endea- 
voured to  leap  the  tall  wooden  fence 
which  surrounded  the  Cottage. 

''Hey!  this  is  rather  mysterious !"  aud 
the  Major  stepped  his  foot  mi  the  bottom 

€  2         ^  rail 
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l^il  'bf  the  paling.  '^Ha,  ha,  ha!  why^ 
Csesar,  you  had  got  a  companion^  it  seemi« 
How  the  rascal  runs! — A  stout  fellow,  too-. 
I  protest !  It  was  well  we  returned  so  early, 
or  the  consequence  might  have  been  ^^ 
rious. — Poor  fellow  !  you  seem  vexed  tha* 
the  scoundrel  has  escaped  you.  When^ 
are  the  people  all  this  time  ? — Oh  !  here 
comes  Rebecca.*' 

'  ^'Oh,  Sir!  Oh,  Miss!'*  cried  the  ser^ 
vant-maid,  holding  the  door,  barely  half-* 
open,  fast  in  her  hand,  and  looking  cau- 
tiously around — "  O  dear  !  I'm  in  such  a 
Quandary  !  I  have  been  so  pitchusli/ fright* 
ed!  Lord  !  I'm  sure  I  hav'nt  got  a  bone  in 
my  skin,  but  what  fairly  aches  with  quiver- 
ing and  quaking,  for  fear  I  should  be  rob*, 
bed,  murdered,  and  ill  used,  and  nobody 
near  me  to  take  my  part !" 

''  Robbed  and  murdered  !  How  many 
were  there  of  them  ?  I  saw  but  one-^a 
tall,  stout  fellow ;  and  he  scampered  away 
at  a  terrible  rate  indeed  !'* 

''  Terrible  rate  I  Lord,  Sir !  and  well  h/i 
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might,  for  he  was  a  terrible  rogue,  I'm 
sure  I — ^He  was  disguised  like  an  honest 
^ilot,- and  threatened  to  murder  me  in  a 
hwrdbdL  manner  1 — He  swore  he'd  kiss  me 
to  death  by  inches,  if  I  woudn-t  let  him  in ! 
So  I  took  care  to  lock  the  door,  and  he 
never  offered  to  push  up  the  window  !  As 
for  Caesar,  a  stupid  old  blockhead,  he  must 
have  been  fast  asleep,  in  one  of  his  snor- 
ing fits,  or  he  mout  have  heard  him  swear> 
and  tear,  and  beg  and  pray  too.  How- 
somever,  when  the  murderer  offered  to  go 
round  to  the  back-door,  the  old  fellow^ 
soon  started  up,  and  fixed  my  jocki/  fast 
against  the  wall  ;  and  there  he  has  been- 
stuck  for  this  hour,  and  Cassar  laying  dovfti. 
before  him  all  the  time  ;  and  he  offered  to 
give  me  five  guineas  if  Fd  call  the  dog 
away,  or  lend  him  a  stick  to  knock  him 
down  with  ;  but,  no  thank  ye,  said  I,  Mr. 
Cvt'ihroat;  the  dog  may  serv^  me  another 
good  turn  ;  and  if  I  take  the  money  from 
jou,  as.  soon   as  you  are  out  of  danger, 

G  3  yoii^ 
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you  may  take  it  all  back  again,  and  ifly 
life  irito  the  bargain.  So  there  I  let  my" 
gentleman  stay,  with  Caesar  ready  to; 
catch  him  by  the  throat,  every  time  he 
moved  ;  and  setting  myself  down  by  the 
parlour  lire,  I  fell  a-crying,  and  dropt 
into  a  doze  ;  and  so,  and  so — ^I  believe. 
Sir,  that's  all." 

"  Na,  ha,  ha  !  'tis  well  its  no  worse  ! 
The  fellow  will  not  be  in  haste  to  return,; 
I  fancy  !  but  how  happened  your  favour- 
ite, honest  Robert,  the  gardener,  not  to 
come  to  your  relief,  in  such  a  situation  ?" 

<'  Lord,.  Sir  !**  and  Rebecca  blushed, 
•^  the  gardener  is  no  favourite  of  mine^ — 
not  but  the  man  is  well  enough,  for  the 
jnnttcr  o'that,  and  so,  out  of  a  joke,  I've 
told  ^fiss  :  but  he  isn't  come  back  from- 
the  mill  yet. — I  suppose  Sally  Windsail  is, 
corned  ower  from  Falmouth  to  see  the  old 
iblks  ;  and  fresh  faces,  fresh  fancies,  you 
knovi'.  Sir ;  not  but  he  ought  to  have  been 
back  by   this   time,  particklerlfj  when   he 

knows. 


hwwifiat  I  don't — that  is,  that  you  don't — 
that  is,  that— Oh  !  here  he  comes,  across  the 
Add,  I  see/* 

Miss  NobleviUe  smiled  at  poor  Rebecca's 
embarrassment ;  the  Major  laughed  hear*- 
faly,  Robert  entered  the  gate,  with  a  bag 
of  flour,  that  he  had  waited  the  grinding 
of;  and  there  being  but  little  wind,  he  was. 
delayed  longer  than  usual.  Caesar  seemed: 
desirous  of  bring^ing  up  the  rear,  which* 
Tannj  encouraged>  by  patting  him  on  tKe? 
h»i;  so  all  entered  the  Cottage*. 
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The  ancients  held  opTmiony  that  love  and  madness-  werg  vtry^ 

.  .  .  i. 

Jr.early  allied*     How  many  of  our  modern  belles  and  beaax», 
0aUy  confirm  the  hypothesis  by  their  unguarded  conduct ! 


Another  month  had  nearly  elapsed,  in  re- 
peated \vsit%  repeated  offences,  repeated 
frowns,  repeated  apologies,  and  repeated 
pardons  ;  the  Major  still  more  and  more 
anxious  to  promote  the  felicity  of  his 
daughter,  and  by  a  strange  fatality,  still 
more  and  more  aidrng  the  insidious  designs 
of  her  systematic  seducer  !  The  enviable 
token  of  forgiveness,  deemed  by  the  wily 

Baronet 
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Saronet  essentially  requisite  to  each  per- . 
feet  reconciliation^  had  so  familiarised  thcu 
deluded  Fanny  to  his  endearing  expres- 
sions, and  respectful  salutes^  that  the  liber- 
ty of  the  lips,  seemed  established  by  agree- 
ment ;  yet  was  he  continually  charging 
hec  with  cruelty,  for  her  apparent  indiffer- 
ence to  his  family  inquietudes^  and  his- 
perpetual  misery,  in  not  having  it  in  his 
power  to  make  her  the  affianced  mistress 
of  his  soul,  and  partner  of  his  fortune ! 
and  she  daily  complimenting  herself  ou 
the  propriety  of  her  conduct,  and  the  in- 
crease of  her  fortitude. 

Oh  woman  !  woman  !  if  ever  you  sub- 
mit to  repeated  familiarities,  and  suffer  re- 
peated pardons  to  be  sealed  on  your  en- 
chanting lips,  'tis  to  the  superior  forti- 
tude, or  cunning,  of  the  offender  that  you 
owe  your  innocence,  if  you  still  retain  it, 
that  he  may  strike  the  surer.  Such  en- 
snaring modes  of  reconciliation  should. 
be  as  sedulously  shunned,  as  you  would 

q5  elude 
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dude  the  touch  of  an  adder;  and  never 
^08  the  old  Spanish  aphorism  more  strictty 
applicable^    or  more  indispensibly  requi- 
site, than   in  such  little  fracas,  that  "  To- 
forgive  the  first  offence  shews  me  a  man,' 
the  second  time  vifooL" 

At  length,  on  one  of  tliose  visits  alone, 
the  Major  having  an  opportlmity  of  send-' 
mg  letters  to  his  son,  and  several  officer 
of  the  regiment,  that  very  evening,  her- 
Ladyship  being  longer  in  the  nursery  than* 
usual,  after  tef\,  an  extra  flow  of  Bpirit» 
gi»vc  such  brilliancy  to  Miss  Noblevillc'ff 
i:ves,  and  so  heiiclitencd  tlic  charms  of 
ciicU  fentiir?,  as  to  render  the  Baronet's- 
pnsM-lons  uncontrollable,  and  banish  cau- 
tion wholly  from  his  mind.  To  such  ex- 
tremes did  his  phrcnsy  hurry  him,  that  ar- 
violent  scream  summoned  the  butler,  who 
way  instantly  follov/ed  by  my  Lady  ;  buf 
not  until  the  artful  ruffian  had,  with  the 
poker,  killed  the  confaimd^d  mouse,  ulnch 
had  so  dreadfuiltj  alarmed  the  poor,  dcar^ 

tfoung 
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gtmg  lad^^  and  Jtad  thnrwu  it  from  Ihe 
Ttkdow  to  the  iifrUnse'Shdl  (M,  wkkh  JM' 
vm  away  with  it !   . 

The  terror  visible  in  the  countenSilKe  of  * 
the  agitated  beauty,  which  was  sooa  ac-- 
companied  with  a  smart  hyisteric,  not^only-' 
gained  the  artful  tale  a  ready  credence^  bu^' 
brought  tbe  furious  Tarquin  to^his  senses; 
and  4bough  ruinously  indiscreet,  it  is  but* 
tootroe^-  the  tenderness  of  his  attention^ 
the  poignancy  of  hK  anxiety  iat  her  indis- 
position, the  curses*  whispered  on  himself 
fof  his  nnadness,  his  blasphemy,  which  he ' 
took  especial  care  that  she,  and  she  alone,, 
should  hear,  and  his  solemn  promises  to  • 
perish  eternaHy,  rather  than  dare  a  second 
time  attempt  such /i€Wz5ft  extravagance,  had 
so  much  in^fluenoe  over  the  heart  of  the 
loo  tender  Fanny,  that,  to^ooth  him  froih^ 
iistracfioni  towards  which   she  feared  he 
was  last  verging,  she  forced  herself  to  pro- 
fifiise  she  would  endeavour  to  forgive  him ;  '• 
hut  she  wohM.  on  no  account  suffer  him 
w^  Lady  Hiccory  iiy  see  her  a  part  of  the  • 

oQ  way/ 
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%(«ky  home^  sayings — *'  She  had  a*  vfotettt 
head^ach^  and.  the  slightest  conversation;, 
vhen  walking,  would  not  fail  to  increase 
it-'. 

Oq  her  arrival  at.rfie  Cottage,  the  Major 
had  net  quite  finished  his  letters  ;*  conse^ 
quently,  the  head-ach  not  only  the  more 
readily  pleaded  her  apology  for  retiring  to 
her  chamber,  but  procured  a  positive  com* 
mand  to  take  some  weak  whey  before  she 
offered  to  compose  herself  to  resti  The 
whey  was  taken  ;  her  mind,  became  some* 
what  copaposed,  and  she  could  deliberata 
calmly,  we  will  not  say  wisely.  The  outr 
rage  of  Sir  Bcrnardine  was  shameful,  was 
monstrous. !  but  her  fortitude,  in  boldly 
calling  for  aid,  not  only  had^  but  would 
at  any  time,  preserve  her.  from  his  un^ 
sanctioned  fury.  Why  had  Nature  made 
her  so  fascinating  ? — why  constituted  hin^ 
60  fond  and  sanguine  ? — It  would  be  cruel 
to  leave  him  to  despair;  but,  really  if  he 
committed  more  such  putrages^^  she  would 
be  compelled  to  advise  her  papa  to  re- 
move 
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aiOTC  further  from  the  Hall,  that  they  might 
see  him  but  seldom ;  and  so  busily  was' the 
jittleGod  employed  about  her  heart,  she 
whispered  seldom,  with  a  sigh.     True,  she 
had  promised  to  forgive  the  unhappy  en- 
ainonred  man — Well  t  s^edid  forgive  him, 
she  believed ;.  but  she  would  take  care  that 
he  should  not  perceive  her  pardon  for  such 
offences   couki  be   easily  obtained,  even 
though  her  charms  were  more  potent  than 
her  looking-glass  had  depicted  theni;  shp 
positively  would  not  go  to  the  Hall  again 
for  a  whole  week-  No.  I  the  evenings  wer/5 
become   warmer,    and  the    weather  fine. 
Her  father   was   fond  of  a   walk   by   the 
sea-side*     They  would  pursue  the  route  of 
the  cliff,  until  the  prohibited  period  had 
elapsed.     Another  compliment  to  her  fori 
titude  reconciled  the  fair  one  perfectly  to 
herself,,  and  she  sweetly  sjept  till  morning; 


t  • 
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Can  the' sympathetic  mind  experience  a  pang  more  sevefe^'^ 
|)mui  when  observing  a  fetlow-creature,  in  the  bloom  of  health^^^ 
alter  struggUng  \vlth  a  host  of  diCBcuIiies,  sink  suddenly  into  ' 
eternity^  chrodgh  want  of' a  friendly  hand  to  save  him  1 


During  breakfast^  Miss  NobleT^ille,  WhoSii 
resohition  to  refrain  from  ▼i&iting   Lady^ 
Hiccory  for  a  whofe  vreek,  still  remained 
at  the  top  of  its  bent,  cautiously  observed' 
th&t  she  was  apprehensive  their  frequent 
jaunts  to  the  Hall  might  sometimes  put' 
the  amiable  family  toinconvenience.  They 
never  had  visited  there  without  a  warm  in- 
vitation^ most  certainly,  and  had  ever  been 

treated  • 


fircatfidwith  the  most  flattering  politenesg;. 
still  she  had  often  beeii  told  by  her  raamma^ 
that  it  vraai  neither  prudent  nor  polins  to 
accept  every  favour  offered,  even  from 
the  most  intimate  friend-  Of  course,  a 
littfe  forbearance,  though  it  should  be 
deemed  a  sacrifice;  might  not  be  impro* 
per.  The  weather  was  much  warmer,  and- 
an  evening  walk  by  the  sea.  would  add  to 
their  entertainment,^  and  probably  might 
conduce  to  their  health.  It  was  a  mo<A9 
of  enjoying- the  close  of  the  day,  which, 
she  thought,  she  could  like  vastly  to  ex- 
perience ;  and  if  her  dear  papa  was  of  her 
opinion,  they  would  make  the  experiment 
that  very  everting;  • 

As  the  opinion  of  the  one,  either  on 
the  subject  of  exercise,  or  of  family  affairs, 
Was  ever  readily  adopted  by  the  other,  the 
happy  parent  gladly  closed  with  his  daugh- 
ter's proposal.  In  fact^  hQ  was  not  a  little 
pleased  with  the  plan^  as  a  walk  by  the 
fica-side  had  ever  beea  his  delight,  and 
would  freqiiently  have  beea  enjoyed,  but 

that 
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that  he  fancied  Fanny  seemed  to  prefer  the 
interior  part  of  the  vicinity. 

Five  successive  evenings  were  accor- 
dingly occupied  in  perambulations  round 
different  parts  of  the  shore  ;  and  the  Ma^- 
jor  really  thought  he  felt  the  good"  effects 
of  such  excursions^  both  in  his  health  and 
appetite  ;  which  determined  his  lovely 
daughter  to  persevere,  in  spite  of  viery 
pressing  invitations  from  Lady  Hiccory ;. 
^iid  in  spite  of  an  anxious  wish  to  behold 
the  agreeable  unhappy  gentleman,  merely 
to  see  how  he  would  behave  himself  aftec 
his  shameful  conduct ;  nor  did  she  arro* 
gate  to  herself  a.  small  portion  of  conse- 
quence on  the  increase  of  her  fortitude; 
nor  pride  herself  a:little  on  the  aecumula- 
tion  of  respect  from  the  engaging,  though 
violent  man,  which  such  conduct  must,, no 
doubt,  create  in  his  bosom. 

The  sixth  day,  the  little  party  had  been 
confined  by  a  succession  of  violent  storms 
of  thundfer,  lightning,  hail,  sleet,  and 
wind;  the  afternoon,  however,  had  pror 

ved: 
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Te4  SO  pleasant  and  serene,  that  they  werq 
preparing,  for  another  walk^  when  several 
persons  ran  by>  cjrying — '^  A  wreck  !  a 
WteckV*     Fanny  was  much  agitated ;  the 

•  -  ■ 

horrid  cry  had  alarmed  her ;  but  an   in- 

•  •    • 

stant  anticipation  of  the  horrors  the  poor 
vretches  nuist  endure^  made  her  burst 
into  tear$. 

The  Major  kindly  soothed  his  darling 
child;  gently  cautioned  her  not  to  indulge 
her  tender  sensations  too  far,  lest  they 
should  prove  sources  of  sorrow  to  hec 
50ul,  softly  reminded  her  that  the  life  of 
every  creature  was  the  property  of  its  Cre- 
ator; and  who  so  proper  a  judge  when  it 

should  be  claimed,  as  Him   to  wIVom    it 

•'■."■  ' 

justly  belonged  ? — That  every  shot  had  ita 

commissiou>  every  wave  its  allotted  influr 

•  •      .  •  « 

ence,  and  every  rock  its  baleful  attraction^ 
That  man  might  hope  to  avoid  impending 
danger  by  effort,  for  hope  was  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  life  ;  but  when,  claimed  by  hisi 
God,  a  shot,  a  wave,  a  rock,  a  grain  of 
5an4^  would  soon  convince,  him  hope  wa^ 

vain> 
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Tain^  and  eflfort  useless!  He  kissed  her/ 
and  told  her^  as  she  was  so  much  alarmed al^ 
the  idea  of  a  wrecks  he  could  hardly  wish, 
her  to  become  a  spectator;  he  would^ 
therefore,  hasten  to  the  cliff  by  himself^ 
a&  from  having  oftentimes  witnessed  such: 
melancholy  scenes,  he  might  haply  be* 
enabled  to  give  advice  of  some  conse-^ 
qnence. 

'*  Oh,  no,  no  !"  exclaimed  the  trem- 
bling Fanny,  unwilling,  to  trust  her  parent 
from  her  sight ;  *'  I  feel  perfectly  recover- 
ed, and  will  attend  you. — I  never  yet  saw* 
the  ocean  agitated,  and  dould  like  to 
view  the  troubled  scene  for  once.  With- 
the  aid  of  your  friendly  arm,  my  dear  Sir^ 
I  will  not  retard  you  a  moment/'  ITient- 
dispatching  a  note,  which  she  had  just 
written,  in  answer  to  one  from  Lady  Hie- 
Goryj  to  inform  her  Ladyship  that  they 
would  dine  with  her  on  Sunday,  they  set: 
forward  'to  the  cliflT. 

It  was  an  awful  sight  indeed  to  the  as^ 
tonished  Fanny  !    It  was  near  high-waten 

The. 


The  moon  having  changed  the  preceding 
fay,  the  sea  was  at  the  fullest,  and  the 
last  storm^  which  had  not  passed  over  more 
than  three  hours,  had  left  a  dreadful  swell, 
still  heightened  by  a  fresh  breeze,  oppo- 
sing the  current,  so  as  to  raise  the  won- 
der of  the  oldest  residents. 

"Ha!  there  is  the  wreck,  on  yonder 
rock,  I  see  ^**  said  the  Major,  looking  at 
his  daughter,  to  direct  her  eye  to  the  spot. 
•'  Good  God !  'tis  gone !  I  now  see  no- 
thing!"' 

The  trembling  beauty  dropped  npon 
her  knee— ^'  If  Heavc?n  has  claimed  the 
fives  of  all  the  crew,  for  surely  none  can 
escape  from  such  a  distance,  oh  !  may  it 
graciously  deign  to  pity  their  imbecility, 
and  pardon  all  their  errors  ! " 

^'  Amen  !  anven  !"  cried  the  parent. 
**  But  look,  my  love,  your  eyes  are  younger 
than  mine:  if  I  am  not  deceived,  I  see 
somewhat  like  a  man,  clinging  to  a  part  of 
the  wreck,  and  drifting  towards  thiBi  point 
of  yonder  cliffs^ 
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/'  It  is  !  it  is  !  it  must  be  so  ! — Ah,  mjr 
dear  Sir,  I  see  him  plainly  ! — Oh,  np  ! — I 
fear,  alas  ! — Yes,  there  he  is  again  ! — her 
tubs  his  eyes,  and  squeezes  the  water  from 
his  hair.  Can  he  possibly  recover  the  shore,, 
so  situated? — Ah,  me! — I  see  him  not  I 
Cruel !  oh,  cruel  ! — Now  he's  gone  for 
ev — "  .again  he  rises: — ''  Tis  a  large  mast 
be  has  seized,,  but  grown  too  weak  to  sit 
upright,  he  leans  along  it.  Oh,  may  you 
so  sit  safe^  my  poor  fellow,  and  safely  get 
on  shore  !  Oh,  God  ! — Ah  !  what  a  wave 
burst  directly  over  him  ! — Still  do  I  sec 
bim  on  the  mast !  Oh,  Sir !  I  would  give 
worlds  to  save  that  poor  fellow !— What 
then  would  his  sister,  mother,  perhaps  his 
wife>  bestow  on  those  who  could  preserve 
him  ?  A  boat !  a  boat  !  I  see  a  boat  c<riH7/ 
ing  round  the  point,  and  tugging  to  his 
rescue. — Bless  you  !  bless  you  all  !  ray 
brave  men,  for  veuturing  your  lives  in 
such  a  cause  ! — Ha  !  they  pull  him  into  the. 
boat ;  but  too  weak  to  sit  upright,  one  of 
the  mariners  kindly  support  hini  I. — There!. 

« 

theEct 


^ 
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fhcre^   they   go    round    the  point;    and 
though  we  cannot  longer  Bee  them,  "will, 
no  doubt,  be  on  shore  in  a  few  minutes.  : 
Ood  of  all  goodness   and  mercy,  accept 
my  humble  thanks ! — Oh,  Sir  !  you  can- 
not conceive  how  inexpressibly  delighted 
I  am  at  that  poor  wretch  being  so  mira- 
culously preserved  from  a  watery  grave. 
AssotncroT  Sir  Befnardine's  people  will,  of 
coarse,' be  there,  the  wreck  being  so  neaif 
them,  we  shall  here  all  about  it  on  Sun- 
day; I  hope  it  may  prove  but  a  small  ves- 
sel, and   that   but  few   persons  were   on 
board.  Are  you  not  well.  Sir  ? — yoli  seem 
absorbed  in  thought — speak,  are  you  not 
well  ?" 

"  Well ! — yes>  my  sweet  love,  very 
will  God  is  infinitely  good,  and  will  not 
suffer  any,  on  whom  your  peace  of  mind 
depends,  to  be  otherwise  than  well.  The 
evening  is  rather  chilly  ;  we  had  better  re- 
turn, lest,  after  so  much  alarm,  you  should 
take  cold.  How  wonderful  are  the  ways 
of  Providence  !   How  soon  are  the  healthy 

called 
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called  to  tiie  grave ! — How  soon  are  tboM 
sinking  in  the  ocean  snatched  from  desitruc** 
tion  !" 

*'  I  wonder.  Sir,  from  whence  the  ves* 
sel  came,  and  whither  it  Was  bound  to. 
llow  must  the  families  of  all  those  poor 
sailors  be  affected,  when  they  hear  of  theif 
loss!" 

''  How,  indeed,  my  love  !  but  should 
they  have  been  savcd^  the  joy  and  grati- 
tude of  the  families  will  then  be  prc^por^ 
tionably  enhanced.** 

"  Yes,  then  theil^  joy  must  be  iexceasiVe; 
Oh  !  my  dear  Sir,  may  they  very  soon  ex- 
perience it !  Rebecca,  I  See,  "has  anticipa^ 
ted  our  ideas  of  the  chilliness  of  the  even* 
ing ;  for  by  the  light  in  the  parlour,  rfie 
has  made  an  excellent  fire.  Ha,  Caesar! 
poor  fellow,  you  shall  enjoy  a  portioti  of 
the  fire  toiE>." 


CHAP- 


% 


%UCKY    BSCAPEi.  lii 


as-sdi! 


t;HAi».  XV. 


How  sweetly  soothing  to  the  soul  is  the  tmexpected  meeting 
61  two  uacere  fiieh6sj  especially  when  one,  or  both,  hive  en- 
^ttrtUQcd  serious  apprehensions  of  never  meeting  again  1 

Tb«  weather^  on  the  Saturday,  iVas  so 
very  tempestuous,  and  th€  rain  descended 
so  copiously,  that  neither  of  the  little 
party  ventured  out  of  doors ;  nor  did  a 
single  person  call  at  the  Cottage ;  of  course, 
all  intelligence,  as  to  who  were  saved  and 
^ho  not,  remained  a  profound  secret  from 
^hem ;  and  they  waited  for  the  Sunday 
^ith  no  small   degree  of  impatience,  par- 

ticAiIady 
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ticularly  Miss  Fanny,  who  really  wished 
to  see  the  unhappy  Baronet,  and  longed 
to  observe  how  much  his  respect  had  in- 
creased T)y  so  iotig  an  absence. 

As  music  was  the  principal  sourcie  of 
entertainment  to  thq  da\ighter  in  bad 
weather,  and  not  particularly  engaged  at 
work,  so  was  it  4he  most  pleasing  to  her 
father,  several'  favourite  lessons  and  so- 
natas were  repeatedly  played,  and  som6^ 
of  the  Major's  most  admired  songs  were 
tlirice  sung.  Still  he  JFrecJuentlJ^  s^em&d 
absent,  and,  at  length,  was  Compelled  to 
confess  an  inquietude  of  mind,  which  he 
could  not  account  for. 

^'Tis  cold,  my  dear  Sir,*'  said  his 
watchful  child  ;  "  I  was  fearful  you  Would 
take  it  last  night,  and  cannot  conceive 
how  I  could  neglect  to  recomnlelid  some 
whey  ;  I  do  not  doubt  but  it  was  stealing 
on  you,  at  the  very  instant  we  were  leav- 
ing the  clifF." 

''  Yes,  probably  it  might,*'  and  the  Ma- 
jor sighed  ;  '^  however,    repeat   '  Said  a 

Smile 


•  ^ 
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SiftWe  to  a  Tear/  and  I  will  not  only  c«i- 
deavour  to  shake  it  oflC  but  will  proraiuc 
to  take    some    whey  this  evening." 

The  song  was  again  most  sweetly  per- 
formed—  the  admiring  parent  was  true  to 
his  word — and  the  next  morning  he  was, 
or  affected  to  be,  much  better^. 

As  they  walked  though  the  valley,  on 
the  Sunday,  they  frequently  gazed  on  the 
rising  temple,  wiiich  Sir,  Bernardine,  at 
tie  hint  of  the  Major,  was  erecting;  and 
the  tTioughts  of  each  were  equally,  though 
differently,  employed  on  the  subject. 

''  t)pon  my  word,"  said  the  Major, 
*' the  Baronet's  temple  rises  apace  !  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  he  actually  has 
it  ready  for  our  reception  by  May -Day, 
?.s  he  promised. — He  is  no  trifler,  it  seems, 
^vhen  he  has  made  up  his  mind  on  a  sub- 
ject— he  is  a  man  fit  for  business. — It  is  a 
piiy  that  such  a  life  should  be  suflered  to 
vegetate  away  unknown.  If  he  were  wed- 
ded to  a  woman  he  could  love,  and  with 
^vhom  he  could  be  tolerably  happy,  and 
VOL.  I.  ■  ^        n  '^  were 
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were'  placed  at  the  head  of  some  of 
our  departments,  I  am  of  opinion  he 
would  prove  a  star,  in  the  official. de-^ 
partment,  of  no  inconsiderable  jnagni- 
tude/' 

■  Miss  Nobleville  had  great  difficulty  in 
preventing  her  father  from  observing  the 
confbsion  which  his  encomiums  produced; 
she  made  some  slight,  but  cautious  reply, 
and  the  subject  dropped.  She  wanted  not  the 
praises  of  her  father  to  stimulate  her  ad- 
miration of  the  Baronet,  as^  but  for  the 
unlimited  credit  she  gave  to  her  fortitude/ 
the  increasing  palpitation  of  her  heart,  as 
she  approached  the  Hall,  would  have  been 
the  source  of  some  alarm  to  her.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  palpitating  fair,  the  Major 
stopped  some  minutes  at  'the  hall  door,  to 
see  the  groom  mount  an  unmanaged  colt, 
which  he,  by  particular  instruction,  had 
taken  from  the  stable  as  soon  as  he  saw 
the  party  approach ;  and  her  Ladyship 
happened  at  that  instant  to  be  in  the  nur* 
sery.     The  blushing  Fanny,  therefore,  had 

time 


H 


\fihe  to  recover  from  an  embrace  of  peace 
%iid  forgiveness,  which  we  candidly  confess, 
Ac  deemed   tnore   fervent  than  prudent, 
t(nd  which  she,   tnost  ptobably,  had  re- 
sented with  a  frown,  had  not  (he  Baronet 
felemnly   prote6ted>    that   if,    in   half-an- 
hour,  she  was  isot  convinced  that  he  al- 
fcfKJSt  merited  the  Wiis  he  had  tasted  of,  he 
ftcvcr  worfM  ^empt  to   ptcss  the  honey 
from  her  lips  aglin. 

On  the  Major  entering  the  parlour,  the 
first  qiie^rtion  which  he  asked,  and  he  would 
hardly  allow  time  for  the  usual  compli- 
ments between  the  visitors  and  the  visited^ 
before  he  did  ask  it,  was>  *if  the   person 
ivho  struggled  so  long  6n    the    mast,  the 
pTtceding    Friday    evening,    tmd   had    at 
length   been     taken    up   by   a   boat,   was 
alive  ? — also,    if  the  Baronet   knew  from 
whence  the  vessel  came  that  was  wrecked  ? 
*  ''  I  cannot  positively  say,'*  answered  Sir 
Bemardine ;   "  for  I  have  been  so  mitrh 
engaged  with  a  friend,  -as  to  trouble   niv 
feeatl  about  little  else.   ;My  fwend  anived 

H  §  on 
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on  that  very  evening,  in  a  state  of  indis- 
position^ rather  dangerous^  and  continued 
so  all  yesterday  ;  I  therefore  had  not  time 
to  go  to  the  village^  nor  did  I  think  of 
sending." 

"  Hum !  rather  strange.  Sir  Bernardine^ 
that  you,  who  abound  so  much  in  the 
milk  of  human-kindness,  should  not  have 
inquired  after  a  fellow-creature,  so  criti- 
cally situated. — For  my  part,  yet  I  know 
not  why  it  should  be  so,  as  I  am  confident 
I  had  no  particular  friend  on  the  sea,  at 
that  juncture.,  to  my  knowledge,  much  less 
near  those  dreadful  rocks,  I  am  so  anxious 
to  learn  the  fate  of  that  person,  that  I  po- 
sitively would  give  five  pounds  for  infor- 
mation, and  will  thank  you  to  send  a  ser- 
vant to  inquire." 

*'  My  dear  Sir  !"  said  Fanny,  ''  you  ab- 
solutely alarm  me  !  I  protest,  if  my  bro- 
ther Frederick  had  been  at  sea,  your  un- 
accountable anxiety  would  render  me 
truly  wretched.  I  wish  we  had  gone  down 
to  the  village  yesterday,  bad  as  the  wea- 
ther 
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Aer  was  ;    or   Robert  would  gladly   have 
gone  on  such  an  errand/' 

'*  I  wish  we  had,  my  dear,  for  I  confess 
myself  unhappy  till  I  hear  from  thence : 
but  the  servant  wilt  return  by  the  time 
we  have  dined ;  and  tiU  then,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  shake  the  anxioust  fit  from 
me:' 

The  Baronet  left  the  parlour,  under 
pretext  of  dispatching  the  servant.  Lady 
Hiccory  made  her  appearance  from  the 
nursery  ;  and  on  the  summons  of  the 
butler,  the  party  proceeded  to  the  dining- 
room. 

The  Major  and  hrs  lovely  daughter  had 
expected  to  have  seen  the  dinner  on  the 
table,  but  there  were  no  symptoms  of  ap- 
proach even  of  the  first  dish.  He  looked 
at  Fanny — Fianny  looked  at  him — her 
ladyship  smiled  at  both.  At  that  instant 
the  door  of  the  dining-room  was  thrown 
open,  and  the  astonished  pair  beheld  Sir 
Bemardine  introducing  their  beloved  son 

H  3  and 
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and  brother,  Frederick  Nobleville  !  Fa^njt 
had  hardly  time  to  shriek  with  joy,  be-: 
fore  she  found^  herself  fast  locked  in  his 
arms.  The  Major  sank  on  his  knee,  bless- 
ed Heaven  for  its  goodness;  and  while- 
the  tear  of  transport  rolled  down  each 
cheek,  he  cried — "  Thy  will  be  done,  oht 
God  ! — I  still  have  a  son  ! — my  daughter 
&till  a  brother,  ^  future  protector !  I  saw 
you  on  the  mast,  Frederick;  my  soul>  for 
ihe  mom^nt,^  told  me  it  was  you,  though 
I  could  not  think  ypu  even  on  the  sea^ 
and  my  mind  has  been  a  chaos  of  confu*- 
sion  ever  since  to  learn  your  fate." 

Lady  Hiccory  was  much  affected  at  the- 
happy  meeting,  and  repeatedly  felicitated^ 
each  on  the  happy  event ;  but  the  Barojiet,. 
pretending  to  be  tqo  much  affected,  turn- 
ed to  the  windoWj  conscience-struck  qt  a, 
scene  top  religiously  tender  for  bis  feel- 
ings ;  as  the  injury  he  intended  threaten- 
ed him  with  torments  everlasting,  if — and 
the  presumptuous  wretch  caught  at  an  if: 
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to  aave  h\sxx  from  eternity  !    Nor  did  toe* 
wrds  "  n.fviture  protector/'  so  fervently 
pronounced  by  the  Ms^Jor,  sound  grateful 
to  his  ear.     The    young   man  might,  in* 
deed,  prove  a  protector,  and  an  avenger 
also.    The  idea  had  not  struck  him  before, 
or  he  would  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  it. 
At  all  events,  Fanny  must  be  his>  whatever 
might  be   the   consequence;   or  whoever 
might  take  it  up  ;  and  as  she  should  posi- 
tively be  the  last  he  would  ever  attempt, 
such  resolution,  he  was  vain   enough   to 
flatter  himself  might  mitigate  the  ven* 
geance  due  for  such  an  injury,  if  love  and 
madness  were  to  be  judged  with  the  nice 
discrimination-  of  other  moral    acts,    but 
he  most  sincerely  hoped  they  would  not ; 
and  with  this  hope,  smoothing  his  brow^ 
and  arraying  his   face   in    smiles,  he  not 
only  joined,  in    the  felicitations   of  the 
party,  but   greedily  devoured  the  profu- 
aion  of  grateful   expressions  poured   on 
him,  especially  from  the  enraptured  Fan- 

h4  ny,. 
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ny,  who  candidly  confessed  she  felt  hei^ 
.•^clf  so  niuch  obliged,  that  she  feared 
it  would  never  be  in  her  power  to  make 
liim  nr:icnds. 


\i' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XVI. 


ffowan  we  lo  acccmnt  for  that  wonderful  83nDpatti]r>.whicbr 
will  Mmcdmes  keep -us  wretched  for  days  tosether^  duiing 
which  tine  some  absent  friend  will  occupy  the  chief  part  of 
our  csnsiilenitiony  and  it  will  afterwards  appear  that  such  per- 
soa  was,  at  the  very  period,  ia  imininent  danger,  oi-  in  keen 


'*My  dear  Frederick/'  said  the  Major,  a 
few  minutes  after  the  cloth  was  drawn, 
"there  is  a  mysterjowsness  in  your  appear- 
ance, which  I  cannot  account  for.  My 
fetters  were  not  deli.vered  to  Mr.  ThompT 
son  until  ^Saturday  at  noon,  and  he  told 

K  5  Robert 


Rbliert  that  he  should  not  leave  St.  Ive»- 
till  Monday  evening ;  therefore,  that  the 
cutter  should  have   arrived  at   Guernsey 
time  enough  ibr  you  to  receive  pay  let-*- 
ters,   and  obtain   leave   of  absence   from^ 
your  commanding  officer,  tb  say  nothing 
of  the  cutler  getting  her  cargo  on  boards 
suflBciently  soon   to   be   ^recked  on    this 
coast  by   Friday  at  noon/ for  the  vessel 
must  have  struck  some  hours  before  we 
saw  her,  is  a  coincidence  of  events,  which 
I  think   almost   impossible-^Do    explain 
the  mystery  to  us ;  at  least,  those  circum- 
stances which  have  come  to  yoirf  know-j 
kdgc."     .      .  ._ 

^*  As  the  shortness  of  the  time,  my  <Ieai? 
Sir,  seems  to  be  the  principal  source  of 
your  astonishment,  I  can  do  away  much 
of  that  by  informing  you,  that  a  rep6rt  of 
orders  having  been  received  by  the  regri- 
latiftg  captain  at  St.  Ives,  to  press  from 
all  protections,  Mr.  Thompson  put  to 
sea  soon  after  dayh'ght,  on  Sunday  morri- 
ing>    and  in   consequence    of*  a   stroirg 

north- 


ponW-wcst  "breeze,  I  recejvqj  jrpur  letters 

tb^fi^Upvrmg  day  pn  parade:  I  instantly 

g^^  M^pr  WiUcinson  the  letter  ad(Iresse4 

{ft  bim>  whii:h  be  seemed  to  peruke  with 

inHch  pleasyre^  and  w^  $o  gbliging   to 

gn^nt  me  a  in^nth's  absexu:e  very  readily. 

Vfdl,  my  Ae^r  Sir,  pn- Tuesday  evening 

the  Captain  bad  not  only  got  his  cargo  on 

board,  bjut  actually  warped  put  of  the  harr 

bpur;  and  we  sho)ild  h^ve  been  here  in 

tkc  night  of  Wednepdfiy,  but  that  the  wind 

tbifted    from    south-west    ta  north  west^ 

when  we  were  halfnsea  over^  so  could  not 

gain  the  spot  to  work  the  goods  on  shore, 

lentil  after  midnight  on  Thursday." 

"  Upon  my-'  word,  that  was  expedi- 
tion indeed  !  Poor  Thpnjpson  was  resolved 
tolnse  no  time,  I  find*  But  how  came  you 
to  meet  the  dreadful  accident  of  ship- 
wreck ?" 

"Having  arrived  more  than  an  hour  later 
tfcan  was  intended,  the  Captain  was  fear- 
fiil  ke  would  not  bis  able  to  get  his  gopdp 
on  shore   before  daylight ;  therefore,  19 

H  G  •  promote 
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promote  expedition,  he  went  hTmsdf  irt 
the  boat,  taking-  the-  three- men,  and*tw6 
of  the  stoutest  lads'  with  hini.     Thei^  tv«rt 
only  the  Captain,  mate,  -three  men>  -ibtU* 
boys,  and  your  humble  servant;  on>bdafnl^; 
of  course,    when    the   boat  left   iis,   dljr 
whole  force  consisted  of  the  nwte,  myseTfi 
and  two  little  boys.     In  this  s^itii^ftioh  \M^ 
encounterefl  the  first  storm^  a  tittle  be- 
fore sun-rise,  which  coming  suddenly  from^ 
the   south-west,    not  only  prevented  iH^ 
boat  from  returning  on  board,  aftfer  hw 
last   trip,  but  comj^lled   us  tor  haul    oflT 
shore  as  fast  as  possible,   until  the- wine} 
moderated,  when  we    purposed  standing 
In  again  for  the  boat.     This  the  thickness, 
of  the  weather,  the   continuance   of   the 
Avind,  varying  often   from  south*west  1^ 
south,   rendered    impossible,    without  inv 
curring  imminent  peril.  We  werb  almosit 
buried  in  the  sea,  you  may  readily   con- 
clude, when  I  tell  that  we  were  unable  t<» 
boist   the    maiiii-sail,  so  did   not:  dar^   t^ 
lower  it  in  order  to  take  ia  areef ;  conae^- 

quently. 
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qnenlly,  the  mate  resolved  to  work  round 
the  head-land,-  ipto  smoother  water,  with 
all  the  sails  standing.     This  we  might  have 
achieved,  no-  doubt,  had  the  weather  been 
clear^  much  as  she  laboured  under  such. a 
press  of  sail;     bul»   imagining   ourselves 
dear  of  the  southernmost    reeC  we  bpre 
4ip  to  round  the  head-land  sooner  than  we 
should  have- done^  and  about  seven  o'clock 
the  vessel  struck  several  times ;  at  leno^th 
it  remained  fast  on  the  rock! — You,  my 
dear  Sir,  naay  better  conceive  our  situa- 
tion than    I   describe  it- — :it    was   horror 
in  the  extreme ;  for   the    cutter    having 
nearly  beaten  over  the  reefi  her  stem  ac- 
tually projected  from  it,  and  we  had  seven 
fathom  water  abreast  of  the  windlass.     If, 
in  such  situation,  we  had  attempted  to  cut 
the  mast  away,  its  fall  would  have  carried 
the  forepart  of  the  vessel  with  it;  and  to 
lay  in  that  state  till  the  top  of  the   next 
t<Kie,  would  so  strain  her,  that,  being   an 
old  vessel,  the  mate  entertained  the  most 
serious  apprehensions  of  her  dropping  to 

pieces. 
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piec<<6  before  the  tide  could  fibat  her.n 
We  had'BO  bdBt  to:  escape  wilhj  nor  sO' 
much  im  «-musqiiet  on  boards  to  fire  as  la 
signal' of  distresB  f-'^^Had  our  boat  cbine 
.Tvithia  ^i  cable's'  length  of  us,  we  could 
not  j^ave  seen  il^  so  thick  was  the  haze ; 
andto  ex^^^t  ah  y  vessel  to  come  ^vitbin 
fwil,  would* i»iave  been  tb'look  fov  mii^i^ 
<ie»/BB  we  were  too  far  out  of  the  track 
ftt  ships  going  up  or  down   the  Channel, 
U'hl  ess  driven  there  as  we  were.    We  there^ 
fore  seated  ourselves  by  the  windlass^  re*- 
solved  to  go'with  the  wreck,  if  the  vessel: 
parted  ;  looking  expressive  horror  at  each 
other>  and  frequently  having  recoud'se^  t<^  ■ 
the   bi^ndy-bottle  to  keep  us  alive;. for 
although  the  tide  soon  left  us,  the-  spray 
of  the  neu  often  broke  over  us ;  nor  did  i 
we  dare- to    quit    the   forecastle,  lesf  «he- 
should  separate   iiunx^g   our  absence,    as  • 
that  would  have  prevented  us  from  takiji^^ 
advantage  of  any  wreck  v/hich  might  .pre«- 
feent  itself  to  convey  us  on  shore.     THot 
did  wt^&S,  and  thus  were  we  occupied,  nii^ 

til: 


til  seven  o'clock  in  tlie  evening  ;  by  which 

time,  from    liquor^  from   wef>  and    from 

continual  apprehension^  i^e  were  little  ca-* 

pable  of  exertion^  and^.  in   fact^  as  little 

capable  of  recollection^  to  take  advantage 

of  any  fortunate  occurrence  which  might 

present  itself.     Providentially  I  bad  taken 

the  precaution    to   divest   riiyself  of  my 

great-coat,  that  I  might  be  the  more  alert;  * 

Tliough    the   weather   became   fine    after 

three  o'clock,  a  smart  breeze  kept  the  sea- 

considerably  agitated.     We  could  see  the 

village,  and  had  no  doubt  but  the  people 

could  see  the  cutter,  as  her  sails  were  still 

standing,  in  case  we  should  have  the  good 

fortune  to  float ;  but,  alas !  we  could  be^ 

hold  no  boat  coming  to  on r  rescue  !    Ow» 

ing  to  the  wind  having  come  round  to  the 

south-east,  the  flood-tide  must  have  been 

somewhat  retarded,  as  it  was  near  seven 

o'clock  before  the  sea  made  a  fair  breach 

overns,  when  a  dreadful  crash  roused  us 

• 

in  some   measure   from   oijr  torpor,  and 
prepared  us  for  the  event.     The  mast  fell 

over 
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over  the  stem ;  and  at  the  same  instant  the 
forepart,  of  the  vessel  separated^  and  drop* 
ped  from  the  rock.  For  some  minutes  { 
was  totally  void  of  recollection ;  at  lengthy 
recovering  my  mental  faculties^  I  felt  my- 
self washed  from  the  mast^  which  I  ha4 
been  clinging  to,  yet  could  .not  sink  ! — • 
This  I  deemed  little  less  than  miraculousj 
and  thanked  my  God  for  such  marked  asT: 
sistance.  I  soon  recovered  my  hold  on 
the  mast,  which  I  strpde,  after  having  beep 
a  second  time  washed;  from  it,  and  leaning 
forward,  grasped  it  at  the  same  time.  I 
looked  around  me ;  could  plainly  perceive 
that  I  was  drifting  towards  the  beach  :  but 
no  vessel !  no  mate  1  no  boys,  could  I  be- 
hold !  all — all  were  gone  into  the  bosoni 
of  the  boundless  deep,  as  though  they 
never  had  been!  . 

''  To  conclude  my  narrative,  my  dear 
Sir^  a  boat  came  off,  which,  after  some 
trouble,  and  making  two  or  three  attempts; 
succeeded  in  taking  me  from  the  wreck; 
for  it  seemed,  the  mast^  boom,  sail,  and 

mainsheet 
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mainsheet    transom,    all    went    overboard 
together  !   and  it  was  by  being  washed  on 
the  sail,  extended   by  the  mast   and    the 
boom,  that  I  was  happily  prevented  from 
sinking  !      B^ing    excessive    weak    whei> 
taken  into  the  boat,  I  could  not   sit  up- 
right without   support  ;  and   on   landing 
was  most  politely  received  and  hospitably 
entertained   by    Sir   Bemardine    Hiccory, 
ivho  sat  oh  the  beach  in  his  curricle^  and 
instantly  took   n^e   home   with   him.     As 
1  felt  repose  extremely   necessary,  after 
heing  assured  that  you  and  Fanny  were  in 
perfect  health,    I    readily    accepted    the 
oflTcrofa  bed.     Yesterday  I  felt  a  little 
feverish,   and  our   amiable   friend   would 
not  sufier  me  to   stir  out  of  my   room: 
This  little  restraint  I  readily  submitted  to, 
and  the  more  readily,  indeed,  as  he  po- 
sitively averred  that,  by  appointment,  y'oii 
Were  to  dine  here  to-day — Here,  my  dear 
Sir,  we  have  all  met  in  health,  and  blessed 
be  the  God  of  all  goodness  for  his  most 
gr?.cious  indulgence  !"   -  - 

''  Amen  ^.'^ 
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'^  Amen  !'*  was  echoed  and  re-eeh&ed 
round  the  room  ;  and  by  none  with  mor^ 
Apparent  fervency  th^n*  the  Baronet^  wI)q 
having  caughl  a  glance  of  gratitude  ffORl 
Miss  Nobleville^  was  highly  di^Ughted  wit<|| 
the  success  of  his  little  plan  ;  which  it  majr 
Bot  be  improper  here  to  develop,  in  or? 
dcr  to  account  for  the  luiexpected  appear^ 
wee  of  CafplftittNobleville. 

On  the  Friday  tkten^  out  vetders:  are  ta 
knowji  Sir  Bernavdini^  went  to  St.  Ivesj 
aqd  on  bi^  return^  s^w  two  of  his  wprk-^ 
men  standing  by  a  boat  on  the  shorei 
whom  he  had  se^n  walking  near  the  I^all 
in  the  morning,  and  who  lived  on  the  opT 
po&ite  side  of  his  estate.  Feeling  his  cu^ 
riosity  i^omewhat  ^o-ut^ed,,  he  stopped  the 
horses,  and  Miquir^  what  brought.  t{ie» 
tbiere?' 

;  .•■  Wfcy^  ao  please  yo«f  honour/*  s(ii4 
one  of  them,  who  had.  married  out  of  tho 
farriilyj  ''Tom  Higgins  sent  Will  Barney 
up  to  the  Hall  to  f^tch  us  down.— ^-Paptain 
Xbompson's  cutter  h  Wf^ked  upon  the 

outer- 


enter  reef  j.  and  there  vas  only  tkem  twa 

to  be  {ound>  ajid  they  wouldn't  venture 

eff  by  themselTes^  an^  so  they  sent  one  of 

themselves  up  for  us ;  and  just  as  ¥re  got 

downber€>  the  poor  old  cutter  went  to 

pieces ;   and   I   sMppoae>  your  honour,  asi 

how  at)l  hands  are  gone  to  the  bottom,  for 

ve  can't  disara  but  o^e.  living  soul^  and 

Higgina  thiftks,  by  his.  «(>vglaa8^  da  how  he 

must  be  a  sotdier>  for  his  co^t  looks  as  red 

ai  blood,  wet  asi  it  is ;  tod  so  we  tried  ta 

put  offhand  save  e^  if  we  could/  your  ho-. 

Hour;  but  dang  it,  just  M  we  had  got  the 

boat  afloat^  db/e  swamped,  and  we  got  a 

rare  ducking  ;  and  so  Tom  Higgins  said  as, 

bow  we  had  better  not  try  it  ^Pin,  but 

tet  CB  take  his  chance,  for  if  l>e  were  a  sol** 

dier,  he  moutn't  h^ve  any  mdney  ahovtk 

him ;  and  how  could  be  make  us  -  amenda 

for  venturing  oiir  lives  to  preserve  his  ^ 

and  so,   your  honour,  lye  were  atanding^ 

here  to  look  at  eUj.  anci  flise  hpw  he's  was^ied 

about." 

''  Give  me  the  gkm,  Uiggins/'  Tbe  Bar 
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ronet  took  the  glass^  and  could  rcadi^jr 
perceive  that  the  person  floating  on  thc' 
'wreck  was  a  young  man,  in  the  dress  of' 
an  officer.  Ii  instantly  occurred  to  him" 
t'hat  the  Major's  son,  the  brother  of  hin 
Fanny,  was  stationed  at  Guernsey  with' 
the  regiment,  and  might  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  a  vessel  coming  so  near  thc  re- 
sidence of  hts  father,  to  pay  a  visit  at  a 
small  expcnce. — *'  Put  off  again,  ray  lads," 
he  cried.  *'  I  would  not  have  the  youngs 
Hian  lost  for  a  thousand  pounds! — make 
haste  t — save  him  !  and  I  will  give  you  five- 
guineas  the  moment  you  bring  him   ox^ 

shore.** 

.        •■■■  -j^ 

The  men  all  knew  that  the  commands: 
of  Sir  Bernardine  were  not  to  be  trifled 
with,  and  his  offer  of  five  guineas  both- 
pleased  and  surprised  them.  A  second  at*- 
fempt  to  launch  the  boat  was  immediately^ 
made,  which,  with.' the  assistance  of  the 
coachman  and  the  footman,  who  alighted 
for  that  purpose,  fortunately  succeeded. 
The  youth  was  soon  rescued  from  his.  ter- 
'  •  rificr 


XUCKY   ESCAPES.  165 

rific  siluation^  as  he  might  have  been 
dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocky  shore^  and 
the  men  received  the  reward,  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  blessings. 

Sir  Bernardine,  who,  whilst  the  boat 
was  gone  oflf^  had  anticipated  the  grateful 
effusions  of  the  adorable  Fanny,  and  ar- 
ranged the  little,  plan  of  Jceeping  her  bro- 
ther  at  the  Hall  till  Sunday,  should  it 
really  prove  to  be  him,  was  in  raptures  on 
hearing  the  youth  inquire  about  the  Ma- 
<jor's  residence ;  and  taking  him  into  the 
cumcle,  as  already  observed,  drove  speed- 
ily to  the  Hall  with  his  prize,  which  he 
did  not  doubt .  would  gain  him.  another 
step  to  the  heart  of  his  much  loved  sister. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XVil. 


Sciil  adding  fad  to  the  fl&ttr,  tdll  bdt  lAcreais^  the  &ii 


As  the  Major  coold  not  think  of  leaving 
Frederick  at  the  Hall,  pressing  as  the  Ba-- 
ronet's  Invitations  were,  (  who  not  doubting 
but  the  presence  of  the  young  man  would 
procure  him  a  daily  visit  from  his  amiable 
sister,  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  detain 
him)  the^  father,  son,  and  daughter,  look 
their  leave  rather  earlier  than  usual,  on 
account  of  some  little  preparations  which 
might  be  necessary  at  home.  The  Major 
stopped,  as  usual^  to  contemplate  the 
3  spot 
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-spofwliere  their. most  exceUeat  friend  hid 
experienced    so   providential    %n    escape 
firom  the  enraged  bu41.     As  tlie  esteem  of 
tbe  father -daily  increased,  his  pteasure  at 
the  idea  of  such  iE»9cape  ^^:l«eitsed  atto ;  and 
as  the  Somewhat  nime  than  frienMifp  of 
the  daughter  daily    increased,  ^  her  cen- 
sure for  his  freedom   oti  thafspot,   had 
Jiriftcred  the  oflfence  into  a  mere  vetiial 
impulse. 

"  This  is  the  spot,  Pt^derick,'*  «aid  the 
Major,  ^  where  our  valued  friend  had* 
nearly  lost  his  life— and  see  !  he  is  rear- 
ing a  temple  t^  the  Deity  who  'so  graci- 
owly  preserved  him  !" 

Fan»y  trembled  at  the  speeth  of  her 
^er ;  she  knew  the  faUacy  of  has  idea ; 
and  great  as  she  conceh^ed  the  compli- 
»»ent  to  be,  from  the  unhappy,  enamour- 
ed gentleman,  ishe  could  with  difficulty 
prevail  on  hei^tf  to  deem  the ^/i^s^  other 
•han  a  direct  profanation. 

"  I  am  happy  to  find  that  Sir  Berni^r- 
diae  is  as  amiable  oveata^y  asr  iti   exre-* 

rior,'' 


168  LUCKY   ESCAPES. 

tior,'*  said  Frederick;  *'  for.  he  is  one  oF 
the  most  engaging  and-  interesting  cora-*^ 
ipanions  I  ever  met  'with.'-^He  has  s^me^ 
"what  to  say  Qn  every  subject^  and  seeioEi 
to  })e  ian  adept  in  all.  Yet  even /this  itiarfi 
Kny  dear<^;Sir,  excellent  as  he  is^  and' ^i^ 
evidently  formed  to  render  others  l^apfij^i 
]s>  I  understand^  often  the  prey  of  gloomy^ 
melancholy^  on  account  of  the  untoward 
conduct  of  his  lady^  who^  I  must  eonfesa^ 
is  a  complete  counterfeit !  ;for,  by  her 
conversation  and  behaviour,  I  declare  I 
should  have  thought  her  little  less  Amiable 
than  himself^  had  he  not  opened  his  heart 
to  me  this  morning,  and>  with  tears,  re- 
vealed a  history  of  her  indiscretions,  and 
of  her  perverseness,  most  unpardonable! 
It  was  a  happy  circumstance  that  you  came 
to  this  neighbourhood,  as  you  might  have 
travelled  a  long  vay  before  you  had  met 
with  another^  so  very  hospitable,  and  so 
very  agreeable,  at  the  same-  time.  Hife 
lady  too,  however  unhappy  her  disposi- 
tion in  priv^tte,  isr  not  only  good  company,^ 
>«  ,  :  but 
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\M  seems  mniGh  attached  to  Fannv.     Of 
coarse,  the  dear  girl  is  not  more  certain  of 
meeitng  equal  entertainment  and  respect^ 
when- at  the  Hall,  than  freedom  fronr  ap- 
^hensions   of    irksome^  flirtations    from 
Bien^as  much  inferior  to  her  in  endow- 
ments of  the  inind«  as  superior  in  the  fal- 
lacioos  article  of  fortune;  for  I  am  gi'- 
Yen  to  understand  that  the  Baronet  sees 
veryiittle  company,  except  yourselves." 

''  Nay,  my  dear  dbild^  you  must  not  be 
angry  with  Frederick-*-ihat  blush  of  con- 
scious rectitude  would  convince  him,  as 
^ell  as  me,  that  you  are  not  a  proper  ob- 
ject for  fttrtation,  were  not  our  hearts 
already  perfectly  seeiire  in  the  soundness 
of  your  discretion/'' 

Aiissof  as  pure  aflfection  as  ever  join- 
ed falernal  lips>  put  an  end  to  the  dis- 
course, and  the  party  proceeded  home* 
ward  ;  the  Major  frequently  making  in- 
quiries after  such  of  his  old  bixxher  ofli- 
ccra,  whom,  for  want  of  time,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  write  to. 
^OL.  I.  I  Such 
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Such  a  turn  to  the  conTersation  vmi 
highly  satisfactory  to  Miss  Nbblevilie.  The 
midden  appearance  of  her  brother^  owiog 
to  the  generous  influence  of  Sir  BermiiU^ 
dine^  for  he  had  not  forgot  to  drop  a  hint 
expressive  of  the  tardiness  of  the  peoplei 
and  of.  the  sum  he  offered  to  induce  thetn 
to  put  off  to  his  assistance;  the  transport 
which  beamed  on  his  countenance^  whea 
he  so  warmly  pressed  her  to  his  bosom, 
conscious  of  the  claim  he  felt  to  such  in-^ 
dulgence ;  the  delight  so  evident  wfaen^ 
<ever  she  mentioned  the  obligation  he  had 
conferred  on  the  family  ;  and  the  flatter* 
ing  encomiums^  so  very  liberally  uttered 
by  her  brother,  had  made  such  assaults  on 
her  imagination,  whilst  his  observation  on 
her  being  secure  from  the  apprehension 
of  dangerous  flirtations^  brought  many 
tender  freedoms,  and  some  gross  insults^ 
so  forcibly  to  her  recollection,  that  she  de- 
precated the  very  idea  of  speaking  at  such 
a  juncture.  She  was,  therefore,  not  a 
little  rejoiced  at   her   father  attributing 

that 
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\Wt  as   a    blush    of    conscious  rectitude^ 
vhich,  spite   of  her  fortitude^  arose  from 
conscious  vreakness.     However^  she  would 
take  care  not  to  let  her  gratitude  commit 
Wt  esteem  so  far,  but  that^  on  any  other 
gross  assault^  should  his  furious  passion  so 
far  impel  hiro^  she  could  readily  throw  his 
iBiage  From  her  mind:  yet  she  hoped  he 
would  never  put  her  resentment  to  so  se^ 
vere  a  trial.     It  would  hurt  her — it  would 
cut  her  to  the  soul  to  banish  him.    She  felt 
her  eyes  inclined  to  moisten^  and  hurried 
the  cruel  idea  from  her^  by  making  some 
inquiries  relative  to  her  friends  in  Guern- 
sey. 

*'  Oh !  I  have  an  immensity  of  compli- 
ments from  Mrs.  and  Miss  Halkett^  who 
Wne  extremely  sorry  that  they  were  not 
allowed  time  to  write  a  line  J  but  not  one 
syllable  from  tl>e  Captain  !  On  the  con- 
trar}-,  he  commanded  me  to  say  that  he 
hi  committed  you  to  Coventry  for  a 
vhole  month,  on  a  grievous  charge  of 
iuhospitality.'' 

I  3  "  Hey ! 
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"  Iley  !  Frederick  !  inhospitality  !  im*' 
possible  !  it  is  not  in  Fanny's  nature  t& 
be  inhospitable  ! — There  must  be  some 
mistake  ! — I  don't  understand  you."       -  - 

"  Nor  I,  Sir,  I  protest.-— I  este€n>ed  thei 
Captain  and  his  family  too  much  to.  offeAct- 
them  !"  -^ 

''  Why — let  me  see. — About  a   moath- 
ifgo,  I  think  it  is,  the  Captainj  and  jo^r 
humble   servant,  happening  to  spend  airr' 
evening  at  a  merchant's  house,  the  com-*. 
mander  of  a  smuggling  cutter,  and  one  ^P 
the   more   polished   of  those   gentlemen, 
supped   with  us.      About  eleven  o'clock,- 
the  commander  looked  at  his  watch,   then- 
iit  his  hat.     The   merchant    instantly    de- 
manded bumpers,  and  gave — *  A  speedy* 
and  siiccessful  voyage   to  Captain  John*-' 
son  1'    The  Captain  thanked  us  in  his  bum-- 
per,    and   rose  to    depart,    saying-— 'He* 
hoped  to  be  within  a  few  miles  of  St.  Ivtft 
by  that  hour  the  next  night,* 

**  The  seat  of  Sir  Bernardine  Hiccory  way 

.    instantly 
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kntantly  nvenlion^d,.  md  I  asked  if  he- 
would  go  on  ^oris  near  to  it  ? 

■•Most   probably  V  fehall^    Captain,  bur 
aot  to  stop  many  howi'».' 

"I  mentioned  your  cot (age^  and  entreat-- 
adlhat»  if 'he  should  go  nrear  it,  he  would 
CilK  with  my  beet  wii^eR,  and  take  some 
notton  with  you  i  for  \i  wM  impossible 
to  write,  aa  the  vessel  waa  then  waiting 
for  him.     Captain  Halketr,  a]»o^  request^ 
cd  that  he,  his  wife,  and  daughter^  might 
be  remembered  to  you  both/ but  himself 
8)ore  particularly  to  the  lovely  wood-nymph 
residing  there.      Captain  Johnson  promisi^ 
^  to  execute  out  commanda,  and  depart- 
ed.   As  he  did  tiot  return  so  soon  as  ex-- 
pected,  it  Wa&  ten  days  before  we  saw  him 
again,  when  he  came  to  us  on  parade.  He- 
apologized  for  Hot  being  able  to  call  on 
you  himself^  an  unexpected  event  calling, 
him  another  way  ;  but,  that  our  messages- 
might  reach  youj  be  had  dispatched  the 
beat,  the*  very  day  after  his  arrival ;  yet 
tha  sailor  who  couvcyed  the  messages^  in* 

I  3  ateadt 
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Stead  of  being  suffered  to  enter  the  hoase, 
was  stuck  up  against  §'^VfdM  by  a  great 
dog ;  in  which  position  he  was  compelled 
to  remain^  until  the  approach  of  sdfn^ 
persons^  when  the  dog  leaving  him  for  a 
moment^  he  took  advantage  of  his  absence; 
and  leaping  over  the  high  paling,  mdde 
the  best  of  his  way  to  the  boat^  swearing 
that  rather  than  go  near  such  a  dog  again; 
he  would  lay  the  boat  alongside  of  a  French 
frigate!" 

'^  Good  Heavens!"*  cried  Miss  Noble- 
yille,  laughing  very  heartily;  "what  4 
blunder!" 

"  Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha  !  and  so  the  terrible 
murderer,  who  frightened  poor  Rebeccii 
almost  out  of  her  senses,  and  whom  Fanny 
liberated,  by  calling  th*  dog  to  her,  oti 
our  return  from  the  Hail,  was  an  honest 
sailor,  the  bearer  of  messages  from  Cap- 
tain Halkett  and  you  ! — Well,  take  my 
word  for  it,  he  will  never  run  so  fesf  from 
a  Frenchman  as  he  did  from  our  mighty 
CaDsar !    for  I   mounted   the  pales,    and 

viewed 
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vFewecl  his  scamper  away  with  much  satis- 
faction^  I  assure  you/'- 

"Poor  fellow!  I  understood  he  led  a 
terrible  life  on  board  the  cutter,  for  seve- 
ral daySj  at  having  been  pinned  to  a  wall^ 
two  hours,  by  a  little  dog.  Captain  John- 
ton  really  seemed  hurt  at  the  man's  treat- 
neBt>  till  I  assured  him  that  there  must 
litTe  been  some  mistake  in.  the  business ; 
and  that  I  would  write  ta  you.  on  the  sub* 
ject,  the  next  time  he  sailed  your  way,: 
lihich  I' certainly  should  i  have 'done,  had 
he  sailed  before  me," 

-  '*  Buti,  my  dear  brothen^  how  could  the 
man  be  so  silly  to  alarm  Rebecca  so  ? — ^he 
tbreatened  to  kiss  her  to  death  !— Offered 
ier  money  to  let  him  in  ! — Attempted  to 
push  open  the  door  !-^— but  said  not  a  syl- 
lable of  messages  ! :  It  most  certainly  was 
a  very  queei*  kind  of  behaviour  for  a 
friendly  Mercury  /'* 

''British  sailors^  my  lovely  girl;  are  a*. 
«t  of  very  queer,  fellows;  you  find  they 
fcave  a  very  queer  kind  of  mode  of  deli- 

i  4.  vering. 
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venng  flieasages  ;  and  our  eaemjc&  find 
that  they  have  a  very  queer  mode  of  lights 
ii\g,  which  I  trust  they  wiil  nevetr  b€  able 
to  imitate :  So,  while  they  continue  to 
litrike  terror  into,  all  the  powers  inimical]  to^ 
n^  we  must  excuse  lhem#  iff  without  in* 
tentiOii,  they,  in  their  very^  queer  wajii 
;»]arm  our  lisses  .  a>  little,  :  Ha,  Caear  !. 
thou,  terror  of  a  British  oailor !  I  am  ghd 
lo.see,fhee!"  and.  Caesar,  with  as  laany^. 
gambote  as  a  little  pug,  frisked  about  th^ 
]»acty  till  ibey  .had  enlered  the.  cottagti  ^ 
when,  having  thrice  liicked  the  hatid^.  off 
eadi,  he  bid  himself  quietly  dovA  hefore^ 
i*ie  evening  ftte. 

7  •       ■  ■ 

^^  •  ^  '  •  •  •  ^'  .  *  •  • 


I' 


r 

^       .  .     1 .  .         . «  .  »  -■■..■•"  :  J\l' 


r 


I 


I    ■ 


•  I  r .  .         .  ....  :     >  H   . .  '     .  I 


CHAP. 


urcrc  Bs«Ans;'.  tfff: 


CBAp;  xnm. 


VUt'VfltMifcpefstvccmc^  do  !  k  hatenabUd  th'e-  mo5^  iir*- 
«lpiicm»totcac  on  crowns^  and  those  who  might  have  beeni 
(IbcbH  tbe  mstc  aiiu«^>  tachronicle  themselves  unprincipled ; 


is  the  leave  of  ab9encl^  wKrch  Frederick; 
hi  oblaibed  was  but  for  a  moiitb>    STr 
Jkrnarrdrne  reaoltcd'  to  ltx»  oa  time   ifti 
ingntiatmg:  himseVT  iii  his  est*eer»;  coii^ 
Ue&t  tHat  the  more  he  was  3pprovod  by 
the  brclher,  Ihe  vame  lirmW  he  should  ht 
t$l%bUshed  m  the  good  graces- of.  the  sb-' 
ter.     The  two  foojiKes  were,   thier<rfare,^ 
akaost  insepaxable^  and  th^.HaU  thei.CQnr 

i5'a  stantt 
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stant  place  of  rendezvous.    Rides^  v^bin* 
the  weather  was  favourable^  and  the  bil- 
liard-table^ when  rainy,  were  the  usual  di- 
versions  of  the  morning'^    The  evenings 
were  sometimes    devoted    to    cards,    but 
more  frequently  to  the  perusal  of  play»,  a 
species  of  amusement  in  which  the  Baro- 
net was  peculiarly  engaging;  and  as  he 
took  especial  care  to  select  those  of  a  cast 
the  most  propitious  to  his  designs  on  the 
attentive  Fanny,  it  may  naturally 'be  con* 
eluded  that  his  progress  towards  her  aflfec- 
tion  was  not  inconsiderable.     In  fact,  so 
much   had  he  inveigled  himself  into  the 
good  opinions  of  all,  that  suspicion  would. 
have  be^n  deemed  as  vile  as  sacrilege.  Let 
it  not  then  be  wondered  at,  if  the  deluded, 
beauty  sometimes  suffered  her  fortitude  to 
slumber  a  little^;  and,  strange  as  we  would 
wish  it  to  be;  though    opportuniti^  for 
little  indnlgeticies  occurred  but  too  oTteti, 
and  were  ever  most  eagerly  caught  at, —the 
freedoms  of  Sir  Bcrhardihe,  f6r  he  dread- 
ed 4he  resentment  of  the  brother,:  were  so 

continually 


continually  restrained  by, a  most  marked': 
nespecty .  tbat .  she  sometimes  wondered  he 
gave  her  no  material  cause  for  censure ; 
and. her  vanity  felt  emotions  far  from 
pleasing^  lest  he  should  soon  be>  able  to 
overcoBie  his  penchant,  whilst  she  conti* 
Wied  to  pity  his  unhappy  situation.. 

The  last  week  proving  very  wet  and  un- 
.fiiYourable,-the  billiard-table  waa  not  only 
much  frequented,   but  the  youthful   ar- 
dour of  Frederick  hurried. him  into  bets, 
much  more  considerable  than  was  consis- 
tent, either  with  prudence  or  pocket;  and, 
unfortunately,   he   had   to    play    with    an 
adept  at- the  game.     In  consequence   of 
daily  and  repeated   matches,    the   youth 
found  himself  wiwii/5   all  the    monev  he 
brought   over,  with    him,    besides    occ  u- 
pyinga  niche  in  the  Baronet's  memory  for 
fdrty-seven    pounds    more  !     That    little 
affair,  ho wevery  was  known   to  none  but' 
themselves ;  .for  as  the  Major  was  a.  strict 
economist,  though  not  a  penurious  man,  . 
the^  son,   by   no   means,  w  ishcd   him    tx)  » 

1 .6  knowv/ 
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know  how  imprudently  he  bad  acted  rj 
as  the  sister  would  have  been  '-txteedinglf 
hurt^  had  she  known  of  his  embarrassmenC 
ihe  Baronet  was  full  as  cautious  oF  guard** 
ing  the  transaction  from  her  knowledgte^ 
as  the  youth  could  possibly  be.     The  wily 
plotter  had^  indeed,  little   inclination   td 
^ommunicate   the  secret  to  any  one   at 
that  juncture.     He  had  conceived  the  in**- 
sidious   idea,  that,  by   laying  the   young 
man  under  a  considerable  pecuniary  ob- 
ligation, his  interest  would  not  only  be 
furthered  by  the  brother's  influencing  en- 
comiums,   but,  in  case  he  should  feel  it 
requisite  to  pursue  any  desperate  attempt, 
to  obtain  the   completion   of  his  desires, 
and    the    youth  should  be   called   in    to- 
aven^re   the  injurv,    a   convenient  action/ 
mifrht  detain  the  mettlesome  spark  at   a- 
distance.     The  day  before  his  departure,, 
therefore,  after  a  rhapsody   of  thie   most 
adulatory    expressions^    which    none  but^ 
a  giddy  youth  could  have  received  as  lite- 
rally mennt,  he  begged  that  the  trifling 

affair 


tirCKT    BSCTAPfiS.  181 

Irffiir  might  never  be  mentioned  again^  nor 
fcvrti  thought  of;  Freiderick,  on  the  con- 
trary, solemnly  protesting  that  he  should 
never  forget  it,  and  that  he  should  feel 
himself  insulted,   if  laid   under  such    an 
interdict.   Sir   Bernardine,  with   apparent 
teluctaiice,  consented  that  he  would  deem 
him  his  debtor,  but  on  one  express  con- 
dirion  only- — that  he  should  be   suffered 
to  make  up  the   sum   an    even   hundred 
guineas,  which  should  be  Kept  inviolably 
secret  from  both  the  families,  and  which 
Frederick    should     nev.er    mention,     nor 
even  think  pf  the  payment   of,  until,  5S 
from  his  figure  and  abilities,   would,  no 
doubt,  soon  be  the  case,  he  should  marry 
»ome  rich  heiress !  or  arrive  at  some  of 
those  titles   and   estates,  which,    from  his 
amiable   mother,    he   was   not   more   de- 
servedly  tntitled   to,    than    to   which  his 
person,  deportment,  and  superior  under- 
standing, would  prove  ornaments  of  no 
small  masrnitude ! 
Can  it  be  cause,  of  wonder,  if  profes- 
sions 


sions  to  flafttering  and  bland  bad  thede^- 
sired  effect?  that  they  had^  is  mostcer^ 
tain.     The  young  man  took,  the  pro0eri' 
ed  loan«  hut  insisted  on  giving  his. nol^* 
of  hand,  on  denrand  ^  and  departed  from  - 
the  Hall,  equally  idolizing  the  Baronet's-, 
fascinating,  conduct,  and  exulting  at   his- 
own   good  fortune^   in   returning  to   his  -. 
regiment  .with  five  times- the  sum  of  tno^ 
ney  in  his  pocket  which  he  brought  from: 
thence,  -and   under    such  favourable., and  i 
agreeable  conditions  too  ! 

As  the  departure  of  Frederick  had  aft- 
/ected  the  Major,  more,  than  he  chose  to  > 
confess,  or  wish  his  daughter. to  perceivey  . 
he  availed   hi«iself  of  a   slight   cold>  to  » 
avoid  goiug  so  freqiicntly.to  the.Hall.;  but' 
conceiving-  that  such .  visits  might  prove* 
conducive  to  his  child's  .  health,  and    en** 
tertj^ioment^ .he   insisted  :  on   her  accepts*  - 
ing  all   the   in vitatioosj^   and .  gladly   saw 
her  tripping,  away  to   enjoy  such  comr 
pany. 

These, visit<=^,, we  will  ingenuously  con-- 

fess. 


fess;  CM  be  excused  only  by^botb  fatlier 
and  daughter  enterlaining  so  high  a  der 
gree  of  confidence  ia  the  Bstronet's  hoi- 
ttour^  that  they  would  cheerfully  have 
placed  their  lives  at  his  devotioni  aDd:the 
lives  of  all  theii^  connexions.  The  wolf 
and  the  lamb  were  frequently  left  toge*- 
ther  for  many  minutes;  and  Sir  Bernar* 
dine  was.so  often  constrained,  to  summon 
reflation  to  his  aid^  le&t  his  impetuosity 
should-  rouse  her-  precaution,  that^  let 
what  would  be  the^  consequence^  he  de^- 
termined  to?  endure  such  trials  very  little 
loDgeri.  but'  to  conquer  or  die  at  once.; 
-for  to  think  of  living  without  her,  was 
.impossible^ 

-  On  the-tenth  day  after  the  departureaf 
Frederick,  the  Major  ag^ia^eclined  going 
to  the  Hall^.but^  would  accept  of  no  ex- 
cuse from  Fanny^  especially  as.Lady. Hic- 
kory had  .mentioned,  in  her  note  of  invL- 
tation,.  having  a  new  purchase  to.  shew, 
her. 

The  lovely  young  creature  was  tripping 

across 
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across  the  court,  light  as  wafted  thii 
down,  and  wishing  she  could  make  everf 
one  as  happy  as  herself,  when  her  egress 
was  vociferously  impeded  by  Caesar;  he- 
not  only  barked  violently  whilst  placing^ 
himself  between    her  and   the    gate,  but. 
^seized  her  by  the  gown,  and  became  so 
troublesome,  that  she  was  obliged  to  ca)F? 
Robert  to  chain   him   up  a^  little  white. 
When  near  the  temple,  she  bdieid  Sir  Bei*- 
nardine,    who  informing  her    that    Lady 
Hiccory  and  some  of  the  children   were- 
coming   to  see  it,    prevailed   on  her  to^ 
walk  in.     Anxious   to  behold   Lady  Hie- 
Cory's  new  purchase,  she  had  walked  faster, 
than  usual ;  and  after  some  trifling  fami^ 
liarities,  in   order  to  amuse  the  Barortet, 
until  her  Ladyship  came,  she  complained: 
that  she  was  thirsty.  Sir  Bernardine  sprang 
to  a  .closet,  and  in  a  few  moments  pro»- 
duced  a  rummer  of  negus.     Fanny   was 
really  thirsty,  and  drank  a  hearty  draught. 
An  interesting  conversation  was  then  start- 
ed by  the  Baronet;  which  Fanny,  seated 

OUi 


oti  otte  of  the  isofas^  paid  all  possible  zU 
fention  to,  but  soon  comptainied  of  a 
slight  giddiness.  A  sudden  stiipor  came 
over  her;  she  wished' she  verfe  at  home; 
she  became  alarmed,  heavy,  drowsy — she 
sank  into  a  slumber,  and  awoke  to  hor- 
ror. 

It  was  about,  the  usual  hour  of  quitting 
the  Hall,  when  the  drowsy  fair  was  roused 
from  her  slumber  by  a  frightful  dream ; 
her  l*ecollection  soon  became  perfect  ; 
soon  she  perceived  the  impious  scheme 
to  take  advantage  of  her  helpless  situa- 
tion, and  beheld  the  fawning  suppliant 
at  her  feet !  she  turned  her  head  aside, 
and  burst  into  an  hysteric  of  grief,  to 
think  that  such  a  man  could  turn  out 
such  a  villain  !  At  length,  becoming  some- 
what composed,  the  enemy  of  virtue  be- 
gan to  sooth,  to  attempt  endearments ; 
but  the  blushing  Fanny,  amiable  even 
in  terror,  gently  pushed  him  from  her, 
and  arose.    "  Unworthy  !  unmanly  man  !"^ 

she 
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she  cricd^  "  you  have  made  me  despuie, 
you>  but  you  shall  never  make  me  de-* 
tpise  myself!*'  Then  quitting  the  temple^ 
the  returned  gently  homewards 


t   .  •         -.  :  i 


■    <      i 


J       .■   .      . 
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t  .. 


CHAP.  XIX. 


Wint  ftingt  ipcik  innocence  to  contoiont  tniadt «  thougk 
irishing  but  to  tooth|  to  sotid  them  afiinit  the  machinitJoni 
of  the  wicked  I 


Arm  quitting  the  valley^  the  sj 
astonished  Miss  Noblevtlle  was  passing 
through  the  coppice^  when,  at  the  junc^ 
tion  of  a  path  which  crossed  that  in  which 
she  was  walking,  a  very  tall/  stout,  young 
man,  abruptly  accosted  her,  yet  with  am 
honest  simplicity;  that  soon,  diaanned  her 
of  resentment  or  of  fear. 

« 

*^  You  have  bad  a  long  ipell  in  the 

temple^ 
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femple.  Miss,  with  that  villain  of  a  Baro- 
net; and  if  I  did  not  think  voiir  mind  was 
as  perfect  »is  your  facr  is  lie^wtiful,  I  should 
fancy  that,  in  spite  of  all  his  oatjis  to  my 
poor  father,  never  to  betray  another  in* 
nocent  girl  while  he  lived,  the  rascal  had 
been  trying  his  hand  again,  for  angels  are 
no  more  to  him  than  mortal  women— the 
richer  he  sees  the  precious  fruit,  the  more 
pains  will  the  scoundrel  take  to  steal  it." 

''Who  are  you  talking  of,  my  good* 
man  ?'**  said  Fanny,  more  surprised  than 
alarmed. 

^'  I  be  talking  of  that  villain  who  lives 
at  yonder  Hall,  Miss — who  met  you  in  the 
talley^  SIX  <r^  seven  bottis  agp,  ^nd  u^hei^>> 

ed  yoti  into  that  heW-feOgled  temple-r-Ae 
cursed  .seoimdrel  who  ruined    mjr  poor, 
dem%«  soster  Sall^;.l  God  forbid  that  ever 
)ie:shpu}d  conjure  yoii  into  a  deep  sleeps 
and.doby  you  as  he  did  by  Sally  !'\ 
i :  Fannyr  tcembkd,  tottered  a  step  or  twoi 
and  seized  an  armof  tbe  attentive  youths 
td7pre.venti|iei;^}firoixi:  falling. 
.       ...  ''Be 


ITJCKY    ESCAPES.  189 

■*' Be  not  fi4ghten'd,  Mis«;  I  be  »0  ra- 

ThSterT     I  do   curse,   from  my  \try  soiiV 

the  villains  that  sport  with  the  hearts  of 

innf>cent  girls^  and  stick  at  nothing  to  be*^ 

ttay  them. '   Don^t  be  afraid  to  leaD,  Miss ; 

yen  havn't  ia  great  ^way  to  go  home'.   You 

don't  know  tne — you  don*t  know  my  heart, 

Mt».-^I  can  keep  a  secret,  in  spite  of  all 

the  temptation  in  the  "world  to  reveal  if.    I 

can  pity  the  unfortunate,  and  doubly  pity 

those  that  be  so,  and  yet  be  innocent ;  for 

my  poor  sister  Sally  was  so  :  and,  damme  ! 

I  can  die  to  revenge  the  injury  of  an  an- 

The  youth  trembled  with  fervour  while 
1^  spoke.  The  blushing  Fanny,  whose 
conscience  wMspered-^^  This  hi  an  knows 
every  thing,  yet  can  be  secret.;"  (with 
averted  face,  in  hope  of  turning  his 
thoughts  from  her)  said — ''  Does  your  sister 
Kve  in  this  neighbourhood  ? — If  so,  I 
should  like  to  be  acquainted  with  her." 

"God  bless  you  for  your  goodness, 
sortie  lady  !  I  thought  a  face  so  fair  and 

lovely, 
3 
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lovely,  could  not  hide  a  heart  unkind* 
Sally  is  above.  Miss — up  there  !"  (point- 
ing to  the  azure  heavens,)  "  calling  fqr 
vengeance  on  that  damnable  Baronet !  aq4 
she  should  have  had  it  before  now,  only 
his  hypocrite  tears,  and  lying  oaths,  pre^ 
vailed  on  my  father  to  make  me  take  a 
solemn  oath,  on  the  bible,  never  to  seek 
his  life  on  her  account,  but  to  let  him  live 
and  repent  his  cursed  actions.  She,  poor 
thing,  kept  the  sad  business  to  herselfi  a& 
long  as  she  could,  and  got  thinner  and 
thinner  about  the  cheeks  every  day ;  so 
that  we  were  afraid  she  was  going  into  a 
consumption.  One  morning  we  missed  her 
all  of  a  sudden,  on  going  into  her  ropm^ 
because  she  didn't  come  down  to  break- 
fast. Poor  Sally  !  she  had  gone  from  har 
father's  roof,  never  to  come  back  to  it 
again  !  She  had  left  a  long  letter  upon 
the  pillow,  telling  a  shocking  story  of  all 
Sir  Bernardine's  damned,  confounded 
schemes  !  How.  he  had  first  beguiled,  her 
of  her  pity,  by  telling  a  pack  of  lies  about 

the 
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^  ill  behaviour  of  her  Ladyship  to  him^ 
and  how  happy  he  should  have  been  if 

^evidence yes.  Miss,  the  devil  called 

in  Providence  to   help    him  ! — if  Provi* 
^&cnce  had  joined   his  hand   with    her's^ 
meaning  my  sister's,  who  so  wholly  pos- 
sessed his  heart !  Curse  on  the  villain  !  he 
never  had  a  heart.     At  last  he  coaxed  the 
poor,  silly  girl  to  walk  > with  him,  one  sum- 
mer evening,  in  this  very  coppice,  whilst 
we  were  at  the  assizes.  He  made  her  drink 
some  sweet  cordial,   it  seems^   that  soon 
eoDJured  her  into  a  deep  sleep ;  and   he 
fobbed  her  of  that,  whilst  sleeping,  which 
tbe  rascal  would  not  have  dared  to  expect 
^'hcn  she  was  awake/' 

"  Good  God  !  what  a  detestable — what 
sn  abhorred  monster  !" 

"  Monster,  indeed.  Miss  !  The  poor 
'ear  creature  had  taken  a  bundle  of  clothes 
with  her  ;  and  as  her  father  bad  given  her 
s boarding-school  education,  at  Launces- 
<on,  he  always  took  care  that  she  should 
lave  plenty  of  money  in  4er  pocket,  so 

she 
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she  couldn't  be  vrithout  somis..  After  ridf 
ing  about  after  her  for  two  days,  Miss^  to 
no  kind  of  purpose,  vie,  at  last,  traced 
her  to  St.  Ives,  where  she  bad  gone,  od 
board  of  the  Betsey,  as  a  passenger  fof 
London  ;  and  had  sailed  with  a  fair  wJbid 
the  very  morning  that  we  got  there  !"     ;  - 

•'  How  unlucky  !  Heard  you  from  her 
when  she  arrived  in  London?"  said  tfac 
sympathizing  fair,  stopping  at  the  wickett 
gate  leading  from  the  coppice  into  the 
large  field  next  the  cottage,  wfsfaing:ta 
gain  some  intelligence  of  the  unhappy 
young  creature,  who  to  preserve  her  fe-* 
mily  from  derision,  had  gone  into  volan-» 
tary  banishment,  perhaps  for  ever!  and 
unwiUing  to  let  the  yonng  man  proceed 
further  with  her,  lest  she  ^auld  be  ob-i 
served  by  any  of  her  family. 

*^  A  thousand  blessings  for  your  kind 
inquiry  after  thcf  poor  dear  girl  !  Yo« 
shall  hear,  Miss.  Her^sorrowPtil  tale  com** 
vinced  both  my  fatlier  a^  myself  that. £d^e 
was  innocent,  ^l^it  the  damnable  Baronet 

alone 
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alone  was  guilty.     What  need  we  care  for 
the  fleers  and   jeers  of  the   neighbours? 
'twould  be  but  a  nine  days  wonder,  and 
the  sooner  it   was  known,    the  sooner  it 
would  be  forgot.  We  had  gotten  the  fore- 
horse  by  the  head,  with  regard  to  circum- 
stances, and   wanted  no  favours  of  any- 
body.    So  my  poor  father,  ha-lf  mad  with 
sorrow  and  vexation,  at  such  a  cursed  job, 
dropped  upon  his  knees  to  me — yes.  Miss, 
to  me,  his  son  !  and   begged,   for  God's 
sake,  that  I  would  set  out  after  Sally,  to 
London,  and  not   think  of  coming  back 
till  J  brought  her,  or  could  bring   some 
favourable   account    of  her. — Well,  Miss, 
offlsct  for  London  the  very  next  day,  in 
the  coach  from  Plymouth :  and  though  I 
was  but  three  days,  in  all,  upon  the  road, 
would  you  believe  it  ?  the  spanking  breeze 
had  hustled  the  sloop  up  there  before  me, 
and  Sally  had  gone  ashore  before  I  got 
down  to  the  wharf!" 
"  God  bless  me  !  my  good  young  man, 

VOL  I.  K  VOU 
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you  met  %vitli  nothing  but  vexations  and 
disappointmenls  !*' 

''  Prelty  well  for  that  matter.  Miss; but 
that  was  a  mere  nothing;  though  I  must 
own,  I  was  mortally  vexed  about  it :  How- 
ever, I  plucked  up  a  spirit,  and  was  de- 
termined to  go  through  with  the  business!,, 
and  not  be  baulked  by   trifles.     So   hap- 
pening to  met  with  a  young  fellow,  the 
son  of  our  favourite  neighbour,  who  was 
out  of  service  just  at  that  time,  I  agreed 
with  him,  for  half-a-crown-a  day  and  his 
victuals,  to  go  about  with  me,  in  search 
of  the  lost  sheep.  We  searched  and  search- 
ed for   a   whole   month,   till  I   took    the 
small-pox,  and  was  advised  by  my  friend 
William  to  go  into  the  hospital,  where  I 
should  be  better  nui-sed  than  in  my  lodg- 
ings.    Well,  Miss,  there  I  was,  with  small- 
pox first,  and  a  kind  of  fever  afterwards, 
for  three  long   mbnths;  and  as   William 
had  got  a  new  place,  all  inquiries  dropt 
for  a  season:  but  when  my  father  came 

up 
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up  to  see  me^  and  couldn't  help  crying 

to  see  me  look  so  much  like  a  skeleton — 

God  bless  vour  tender  heart,  Muts !  and 

send  that  those  fine  ey^es  may  never  shed  a 

tear  upon  -their  own  account  ! — but  as  I 

was  sayings  when  father  came  up  to  see 

me^  he  made  me  promise^  again  and  again, 

not  to  stick  at  trifles,  but  to  travel  all  the 

country  over,  if  I  could  but  get  ^ny  ti- 

dings  of  the  poor  thing.  And  all  thi$-time, 

if  I  had  been  wise  enough*to  ha\^  kiK>wii 

it,  I. might  have  found  hm  out  any  day. 

for  slie.was  in  4he  Aeiry.«amc  hospital  !--« 

Ay^, 'tis  some  comfort. to f tell  a  dismal  tale 

tosurha  heart  as  yours.    Xiod  help  her, 

she  soon  fretted  and  .worried  herself  into 

a  fuvcr,   and  was  •recommended  'by   her 

landlady  to  the  same  iiospital  >that  I  was 

2n.     There   Sally    was,  sure  enough,  six 

weeks,  before  she  was  ^ble  to  walk  about 

strongly ;  and  then  she. was  glad  to  stop  to 

fcavctlie  Baronet's  cursed  business  settled; 

♦hat  kept  .her  there  for  another  month; 

a«d  she  hadn't  been  ^oue  above  a  Sort" 

K  2  ni^hr. 
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night,  when  the  nurse  of  her  ward  came 
TO  see  the  nurse  of  ours,  and  she  knew 
both  me  and  my  sister,  as  she  belonged  tQ 
our  parish  ! — There  was  another  pretty 
smart  disappointment.  Miss!  However,  I 
resolved  to  keep  my  spirits  up,  andlearn« 
jng  that  my  poor  Sally  was  gone  to  five 
with  a  family  near  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire, 
and  the  doctor  saying  that  he  thought  a 
sea  voyage  would  be  of  service  to  me,  I 
took  a  birth  in  a  sloop  for  Hull,  and  went 
from  thence,  quite  up  to  Leeds,  in  one  of 
their  vessels,  to  save  the  heavy   expence 

m 

of  travelling  by  land ;  for  instead  of  find- 
ing Yorkshire  one  of  the  cheapest  coun- 
ties in  England,  egad,  I  soon  found  it  one 
of  the  dearest !  There,  Miss,  I  searched 
all  the  town  over,  and  all  the  neighbour- 
ing parts,  fromOtley,  Bradford,  I^allifax, 
Huddersfield,  Wakefield,  Doncaster,  and 
Houlden,  al!  the  way  to  York! — ^but  all 
to  no  purpose.  Miss ;  for  as  the  nurse 
didn't  know  the  name  of  the  family  she 

was  gone  to,  I  couldn't  go  plump  to  the 

house. 
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house^  you  know ;  and  looking  for  the 
lucky  one^  where  gentlemen's  houses  be 
strewed  so  thickly^  was  like  looking  for  a 
needle  in  a  bundle  of  hay«  indeed^  as  the 
aying  is.  Besides^  as  the  poor  thing 
might  have  changed  her  name^  though^ 
God  knows^  she  need  not  have  been 
ashamed  of  her  own^  it  wonld  be  to  no 
purpose  to  inquire  after  Sally  Woodman. 
So,  quite  out  of  heart  at  my  bad  success^ 
I  resolved  to  turn  my  face  again  towards 
London^  thinking  the  family  mis;ht  be 
there  again  in  a  few  weeks^  as  winter  was 
coining  on  ;  and  that  I  might  not  leave 
any  stone  untamed^  I  was  determined  to 
travel  all  the  way  on  foot,  and  take  n!l 
the  market  towns^  and  gentlemen's  seats 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  road,  as  I  went 
along.  This  wild-goose  chace,  Miss,  took 
me  up  two  months  to  perform,  and  at  last 
I  got  no  further  than  Northampton  ;  where 
being  foot-foundered,  and  jaded  almost 
to  deaths  after  my  long  and  lant  wa^k 
round  the  place,  I  resolved  to  go  at  ovr'2 

K  3  for 
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for  town  by  the  coach^  andf  iifOft  in  i1%4 
kkcben  €>f  tJie  iflR!,  taking  sc  pint  of  »lo, 
Md  inquiring:  what  time  the  e^ach  wo^M 
co«ne>  wheif  1  heard  the  chftmbtrnfeiidl  s»]i 
to  the  .HNstress-^'  The  AocMt  sayif  slie%-  s 
nvOTtal  deal  wovse  te-day^  Ma'afn,.  vbi 
<ian't  hold  out  longr-^I  wkh  it  ivasf  aietded 
one  way  of  t'ethet;  I'm  swd,  ibr'  it  1m^>; 
tbevs  me  fo  death  almost;  but  she  cer' 
tainty  is  a  sweet  creature^  and  sS^a  wot 
piteoufily  now  and  tben^  as  ii  ber  heart 
was  bursting;  smd  I  ^venrtured  to  taa  hett 
wi^h  it  <>»ce>  and  asked  if  she  \«aan't  i^ 
love^  and  if  soiiieb(3d j  hadn't  proved  iiitie^ 
hearted?  HcAvever^  instieadx»f  conGnsitng: 
to  nve  openly,  she  only  offered!  to  frtbwu ; 
but,  lord^  Mdi'anv!  I  could  see  coomcnce 
colouring  her  prettj  ckceic;  an^I  she  didfii't 
think,  mayhap^  tha^  I  sarw  her  scratch  a 
tear  away  frona.  i-t^^  as  if  »  flea  had  bitten 
her.' 

.  *'  I  could  not  help  feeling  for  the  situ- 
ation of  the  poor  slraager^  Miss,  becausie 
I  thought*  it  ought  be  somewhat  like  that 

of 
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of  my  hard-fated  sister — sa  I  said — '  What* 
you  have  got  9  sick  lady  in  the  house>  young 
.woman^baveyQU?'  The  youjigwoman^hawr 
evei:.  iMias  too. sturdy  to  answec  no;  she  look- 
ed at  ine>^  much  as  to  say — *  Trouble  your 
head  about  your  owa<  business^'    Iler  mis-' 
tcess^  thaugb^  had   a  little  more  of  the 
gentl^womau  about  her ;  she  said' — '  Nay, 
for  the  matter  o'tbat^  young  luan^  she  is 
not  a  lady  ;  $he  is  g^Jy  a  lady's  young  gen- 
tlewomanjL   and    was  t^ft  sick   upon  the 
road  here*  laat  week>  as  the  famLily  was,  on 
iu  wa;  to  London ;  but  lady  or  no  lady, 
the  is  a  most  interesting  young  creature, 
and  is  very  highly  prized  by  the  family  she 
lives  with>  or  they  wouldn't  have  recom-r 
mead^d  her  so  strongly  to  my  care>  and 
have  ordered   her  every   thing   that   the 
bouse  can  aiTord — aye,  and  the  doctor's 
$hop   too.     Poor  thing,   she  was  a  little 
/ight-headed  last  night,  I  believe,  for,  as  I 
was  sitting  by   her  bedside,  J  heard  that 
young    woman    go    along    the   passage/ 
meaning    the    chambermaid,,    who  didn't 

k4  think 
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think  me  worth  speaking  to,  and  I  call- 
ed out  Sally, — '  Sally  !*  said  the  pretty 
creature,  '  how  came  you  to  know  my 
name  ?' — '  Why  the  man  is  mad  !'  ciied 
the  landlady,  and  well  she  might  think  so. 
Miss,  for  instead  of  listening  to  her,  I  wfls 
pulling  out  my  money,  and  offering  it  to 
the^maid,  if  she  would  shew  me  up  to  my 
sister's  room !  Yes,  Miss,  I  knew  it  must 
be  my  sister,  by  her  sighing  so  after  that 
villain,  and  confessing  her  name,  and  I 
was  raving  mad  to  see  her,  you  may  be 
certain.  The  good  landlady,  however, 
wouldn't  suffer  me  to  stir  till  I  had  com- 
posed myself  a  little,  and  taken  a  glass  of 
wine.  Then  I  went  up  stairs,  sure  enough ; 
and  the  young  woman,  by  command  of 
her  mistress,  shewed  me  the  way,  and 
opened  the  door.  I  entered,  softly  as  a 
snail  creeping  up  a  wainscot,  and  moving 
gently  towards  the  bed,  I  said,  '  Sally — 
Sally,  my  love,  how  are  you?'  The  cur- 
tain gently  moved;- 1  saw  the  thin,  white, 
pretty  face  of  Sally;  yes,  'twasshc  indeed  ! 

she 
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looked'— she  sereamed — she  fainted  ! — ^Tke 
landlady  then  entered.  '  She  has  fainted 
with  the  sudden  surprise!"  she  cried; 
'  give  her  air^  and  shell  soon  recover^  and 
all  may  yet  be  well/  Oh  God  !  all  was 
wdl^  Miss ;  my  sister  never  breathed 
again  ! — She  was  dead  ! — Gone  ! — gone  to 
tell  her  Heavenly  Father  what  a  damnable 
villain  lived  at  Hiccory  llall  \"  And  rush- 
ing, unheard^  through  a  small  vacancy  of 
the  coppice  into  a  bye  lane,  he  was  out 
of  .sight  in  an  instant. 

Miss  Nobleville,  who  had  actually  sob* 
bed,  with  her  handkerchief  to  her  face,  at 
the  fatal  conclusion   of  the  honest  bro- 
ther's artless  tale,  was  asking  how  the  on* 
happy  father  bore  the  loss  of  so  favourite 
a  child,  when  looking  round,  she  found  he 
vas  not  present.     **  How  could  he  have 
gone,  and  she  not  hear  him  ?  Why  should 
he  go  so  suddenly  ? — ^Why  such  a  myste- 
rious departure  ? — It  certainly  was  a  man,, 
though  very  tall  ! — She  might,  foom   the 
effect  of  the  monster's  conduct,  be  a  little 

K  5  confused. 
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confttsed,  but  ske  couU  Kof^  be  without 
her  recoUectum — Alaei!  sbe  fid*  it  but  toa 
perfect  !-r-'twas.  y^ry  sirange  !*'  She  mor 
iied  firoia  the  ceppice  wicket  witfi  quick-' 
efied  pace^  and  wished  herself  at  home^ 
though  much  she  feared  to  meet  her  &« 
ther's  eye^  and  exerted  her  utmest  reso:*. 
hition  to  appear  as  if  nothing  material  had^ 
occurred. 


CHAP. 


tocrr  tscAns.  SOS 


CHAP.  XX. 


How  will  conscious  innocence,  though  htfttAfcdv  buoy  i^> 
€omc  minds  to  chafe  ih«  tyrant  for  hid  impious  deeds^  and 
Wisn  his  threafiBoed  vcngieaiice  I 


What  was  rcty  reniarkaWe,  and  mufirt 
evince  an  rnsfiifct  of  pecHliar  Jtogacify,  at- 
though  Fanny  iw«  so  foTtum^te  to  impore 
content  upoiv  tflte  paffttal  pareirf,  jlnd  rea^ 
dffy  to  pfocttwcrerfrt  vrfeeu  atttibhting  the 
temf  of  sadn^3s^  which,  mangn  tvetf  cffbrf, 
vrould  so«i6tkiie^  overapre^  h^r  lovely 
features^  to-  the  h^ad-aeh,  she  could  »ot 
impose  on  Cawar— h^,  poor  anirtiar,  did 
a*  usual,  Mhinc  and  lick  her  hand";  feut  n>o 

K  6  symptoms 
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symptoms  of  pleasure  were  displayed  ;  on 
the  contrary^  he  would  sometimes  look 
his  beauteous  mistress  wistfully  in  the 
face^  then  turn  his  head  away,  and  growL 
At  length,  after  many  efforts  te  indulge  in 
his  accustomed  lounge  before  the  evening 
lire,  he  rose  up,  growled,  and.  left  the 
room. 

"  Hey-day  !  what's  the  matter  with 
Caesar?"  said  the  Major,  "beseems  highly 
offended  J" 

The  conscious  Fanny  gave  the  dog 
credit  for  a  degree  of  perception,  which, 
at  any  other  juncture,  she  would  have 
deemed  impossible;  consequently  her 
.head*ach  became  more  oppressive,  and 
she  soon  retired — but  not  to  enjoy  the 
night  in  wonted,  calm  repose.  Oh  no  ! 
repose  had  quitted  the  insulted  beauty. 
Slumbers,  disturbed  by  agonizing  dreams^ 
were  the  only  banquets  which  her  bed  af- 
forded !  Her  peace  of  mind,  so  deeply 
wounded,  sleep,  life's  balmy  renovator, 
ousted  from  the  soothing  temple  of.  Ker 

soul,. 
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toul^  vexed  at  such  disappointment^  hied 
away  without  one  sweet  farewell ! 

Want  of  rest;  and  a  bosom  variously 
assailed  by  fears  and  passions,  soon  inflicted 
that,  in  reality,  which  she  had  previously 
but  affected.  This  evident  indisposition, 
though  she  attempted  to  make  light  of  it 
before  her  father,  kept  the  Major's  atten- 
tion constantly  on  the  alert,  and  con- 
vinced him  that  his  daughter  was  prudent 
in  declining  the  several  invitations  which 
arrived  from  Lady  Hiccory  in  the  course 
of  the  week. 

On  the  ninth  day,  as  Miss  Noblevilie 
was  coming  down  stairs,  a  letter  from  her 
Ladyship  was  delivered  to  her,  which  be- 
ing larger  than  usual,  she  returned  to  her 
room  to  peruse.  It  contained  a  letter 
from  Sir  Bernardine,  written  on  very  thin 
paper,  to  diminish  its  bulk.  She  blushed— 
trembled — hesitated*— opened  it.  It  was 
penned  in  the  most  seducive  style;  filled 
with  protestations  of  the  most  unfeigned 

penitence ;  abounded  in  fervent  supplica- 
tions 
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lions  for  paidoft,  and  promuieii  to  perisfr, 
rather  tkaa  oficndk  agaw.  She  smiled^ 
iMhflBt  ar  tear  trickled  down  her  precions 
cheek,  and  Aeob  ho  kcad.  It  coocliKtcd 
^rth  the  moBt  hoirid  imprecations  on  himh 
self,  thai  if  she  refused  to  comply  "^nih 
Lady  Hiecory's-  invitation^,  he  would  com^ 
to  the  cottage,  and  discover  the  whofe  ex'- 
tenfe  of  his  frantic  eondfRct  to  the  Ms^^ 
though-  he  shonM  perish*  on*  the  threshed 
of  the  very  door  !•  Fanny  sbudd^ered — 
*'  God  preserve  my  dearest  parent*  f*  rfle 
whispered  to  herself;  then  calling  to*  Re*- 
becca*— '^  Tell  the  servant  tfo  make  our 
best  respects,  atid  we  will-  do  ourselves  the 
honoui*  to  wait  on  her  Ladyship;'* 

^'  Then,  of  eonrse,  my  love,  you  fret 
yourself  much  l^etter  ?*'  said  the  AfejtM% 
coming  out  of  the  parlour  to  meet  his  rfar- 
Kng  child'. 

**  Yes,  my  dear  Sir,  I  think  ramr,"  an- 
swered Fanny,  wWist  a  smile,  bordering 
on  the-  vindictive^  stole  across  her  -pretty 

xftouth. 

As 
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As  the  Barmiet  owed  the  vh»t  of  Fanny 
solely  to  his  threatraf  conSiiBg  to  the  hovsoj, 
in  ease-  of  h«r  reftisal^  and  the  consequence 
of  snoh  a  Tisrt^  on  sack  ternra^  to  ber  &- 
thei^  she  took  especiaL  care  not  to  tntcw 
die  room  without  him.  Sir  Bemarduie, 
o£  conane^  was  not  a  little  chagvined  at 
such  cautious  behaviour^  as  he  knew  that 
her  Ladyship  was  ready  to  dietain  the  Jrioh* 
jor,  if  the  young  lady  shewed  the  least  in^ 
clination  to  proceed  alone^  therefore  gave 
her  a  look^  half  supplicating,  half  revenge- 
lul,  which  she  seemed  not  to  notice.  She 
had  determined  to  make  that  her  last  visit 
to  the  Hall ;  and  resolving  to  summon  up 
every  particle  of  i^irit  that  she  couM  rouse 
on  the  occasion,  she  appeared  to  so>  much 
advantage  as.  to  exhilirate  the  countenance 
even^  of  her  fether,  and  to  receive  several 
compliments  from  Lady  Hiccory.  The  Ba« 
Foaet  was-  soon  enraptured;  he  attributed 
her  flow  of  spirits  to  a  vesohi<tion  to^  par- 
dtoft  his  conduct,  and  Ibnged  for  a  mo* 

ment's 
6 
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inent*s  tcU-d-iite^  that  he  might  sip  for- 
giveness from  the  angelic  charmer's  lips. 

Soon  after  the  dessert  had  been  paid 
due  attention  to,  and  before  the  coffee 
ivas  introduced.  Sir  Bemardine  contrived 
to  lead  the  conversation  to  the  youngest 
of  his  children;  and  her  Ladyship  con-r 
trived  ^to  lead  the  Major  into  the  nur* 
sery,  in  order  to  have  his  opinion  on  a 
slight  irruption,  which  really  became  visi- 
ble only  that  morning. 

Miss  Nobleville  sighed,  on  recollection 
of  the  many  similar  opportunities  afforded 
to  the  Baronet  for  private  conversations^ 
which  she.  had  then  viewed  with  sensa- 
tions that  she  could  at  that  instant  feel 
were  highly  improper.  She  expected  a 
repetition  of  the  culpable  scene;  and  en-: 
deavoured  to  prepare  herself  for  its  re- 
ception. She  was  not  deceived.  Sic 
Bernardine  hardly,  allowed  his  Lady  and 
the  Major  time  to  leave  the  room,  be- 
fore he  threw  himself  on.  his  knees  be? 

fore 


fore  tbe  determined  Fanny^  and  in  a 
rhapsody,  equally  pathetic  as  bland,  de- 
precated her  anger,  and  implored  her  pity. 
She  gazed  attentively  on  the  suppliant, 
but  uttered  not  a  syllable.  Taking  si^ 
lence  for  consent,  the  lusty  Tarquin 
caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  press  the  pardon  from  her  honied 
lips,  when  her  behaviour  completely  low- 
ered  his  spirits,  and  blasted  all  his  hopes. 

*'  Hold !"  she  cried,  pushing  the  bold 
intruder  from  her ;  "  Hold,  monster ! 
nor  dare  again  to  contaminate  me  with 
your  unhallowed  touch,  —  Flatter  not 
youtself  to  find  me  still  the  simple  crea- 
ture, who  could  be  lured  to  her  destruc- 
tion by  the  beckon  of  a  finger  ! — Oh  no, 
no  !  no  .more,  inhuman  man,  can  that 
false  tongue,  which  once,  I  will  confess,  I 
foolishly  believed  incapable  of  uttering  a 
mean  untruth,  and  made  me  pity  much 
your  paltry  tale  ! — ^No  more  can  that  ad- 
dress, that  adulating,  bland,  deceitful  sy- 
cophancy, which  once  I  thought  deport- 
ment 
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ment  godlike,  anii  ti^at  the  kenth  which 
moved  the  plea&iiig  Corm  could  unt  poftr 
ses&asiaglc  idea  iaiitticaX  taliwaiUy  g}d^ 
who  tluMig;blIes6ly  yielded  moie  c^tecm^ 
thaa  prudence*  or  propriety  coiUd  wap^ 
raivt.  No  more  can  ^aJuies^  which  I 
have  foiiadsQ  Coiil  aod  ruinous,  Mo(h  m« 
to  be  a  Cecond  time  so  groBily  tse^ted.  I 
a^f^xt  I  have  esred,  Utredi  by  a  bek^  I  9I* 
most  tbaQ.g!i4:  celestial  I  but  Ueaveo  focy 
bid  tiiab  he.  uho  sees  tLe  beairts  of  all  should 
deeiu  tuei  criuilnal ! 

/'  I  liavc  obeyed  the  dictate  of  youf 
threateimg  letter^  Sir  Bernacdine^  and 
have  cone  heve^  to  let  yon  see  that*I  do 
iK>t  fee]  myself  s^>  basely  piro&trated^  but 
lean  dare  to  look  with  scorn  oa  hioa 
wbo>  like  a  cowai*dly  assassin^  chose  the 
hour  of  sleep — of  manufactured  sleep  and 
Hiimiic  death,  to  eflect  the  ruin  of  an  in** 
fatualed  youug  creature^  nearly  as  weak 
a&  he  is»  wicked.  ThL»  is  the  last  time  you 
will  see  me  at  Hiccory  Hall.  If  you  think 
proper  to  suffer  nie  to  remain  unmolested 

in 
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in  tliecdttage^  till  I  find  a  farourable  mo- 
nKtttto  prepcMse  a  i»emoval  from  it,  I  wiH^ 
ftur  mj  falfter'i^  safee^  endeavour  to  support 
s  £SR^  otflherwise  vrlioUy  indifierent  to  om  ; 
but  I  receive  no  letters  from  a  villain^  who 
dared  to  suspect  me  as  capable  of  yield* 
ing  to  his  unhallowed  lust^  or  from  any  of 
bis  connexions*     Should   one   be   forced 
upon  me  by  surprise^  so  witness  Heaven  ! 
unready  I  will  inclose  it  to  my  brother.     I 
want  not  to  provoke  a  quarrel. — Oh  no  !  I 
deprecate  it  from  my   inmost   soul  !  but 
basely  treated  as  she  has  been>  the  daugh* 
tcr  of  Major  Nobleville   shall   not,  with 
itnpanity,   endure  a  repetition    of  wan- 
ton insult." 

The  return  of  her  Ladyship  and  the 
Major,  prevented  any  reply.  Sir  Bernar- 
dine,  who  had  ever  been  the  life  of  the 
litfle  party,  was  too  much  enraged  at  the 
vapouring  carriage  of  the  haughty  fair, 
to  recover  his  spirits  suddenly  ;  he,  there- 
fore, chose  to  shelter  his  chagrin  under 
the  veil  of  a   head-ach,    from  somewhat 

which 
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which  had  diiagreed  with  him,  and  which^ 
after  some  compliments  of  sympathy,  and 
some  medical  advice  from  the  Major^ 
brought  the  visit  to.  a  close  much  earlier 
than  usual. 


.A 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 


How  natatal  it  is  to  extenuate  the  crimes  of  a  fovourite  ac- 
qumintincey  when  those  crimes  are  committed  on  any  but  out- 
selves ! 

Several  days  having  elapsed  without  any 
invitation  from  the  Hall^  the  Major  be- 
came somewhat  alarmed^  and  apprehending 
that  the  child  might  be  seriously  ill^  would 
have  sent  to  make  inquiries^  had  he  not 
been  dissuaded  by  his  daughter ;  she  knew 
the  cause  of  the  long  silence  too  well,  and 
trembled  lest  the  impetuosity  of  the  Ba- 
ronet should  instigate  him  to  break  it,  and 
compel  her  to  keep  her  word  by  inclosing 

the 
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the  seductive  scroll  to  her  brother;  which, 
much  as  it  would  wring  her  heart,  she  was 
resolved  to  do,  should  he  provoke  her  to 
it,  for  her  resrentment  ^as  sttti' at  the  top 
of  its  bent,  full  as  much  on  account  of 
being  suspected  capable  of  yielding  to  his 
vicious  desires,  as  at  the  gross  assault  she 
had  experienced.  She,  therefore,  affected 
an  indifference  at  such  silence,  which  as- 
tonished the  Major,  who,  after  several  ob- 
servations on  her  sudden  coolness  to 
friends  so  amiable  and  interesting,  and 
receiving  such  evasions  and  circumlocu- 
tions from  her,  as  served  to  rouse  his  cu- 
riosity to  the  pinnacle  of  impatience,  en- 
treated her  to  indulge  him  with  some  ex- 
planation of  so  strange  an  enigma. 

Called  on  so  earnestly  by  her  idolized  pa-- 
rent,  and  unwilling  that  he  should  en- 
tertain any  unfavourable  impression  of  her 
apparent  indifference  to  the  Baronet,  in 
whose  praise  she  had  often  'been  heard  to 
expatiate  so  warmly,  Fanny  communi- 
cated a  circumstantial. detail  of  the  jabrupt 

appearance 
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appearance  of  the  brother  of  Sally  Wood- 
man, in  the  coppice ;  his  artless,  yet  im- 
pressive and  melancholy  tale  ;  and  his  sud- 
den and  mysterious  departure,  which  she 
repeatedly  declared  she  never  could  for- 
get,   nor    ever    recollect    without    awe, 
blended  with  a  degree  of  scepticism  ! 

To  the  astonisbmeilt  of  Miss  Nobleville, . 
her  father  made  light  of  the  tale,  blamed 
the  unfortunate  Sally  for  leaving  her  fa- 
mily; and  said  that  such  transactions  be- 
tween  gentlemen  of  opulence  and  their 
tenant's  daughters  were  deemed  merely 
aiTairs  of  gallantrj',  and  hurt  not  the  repu- 
tations of  those  gentlemen  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  polite  part  of  either  sex. 

"  Heavens,  Sir !"  exclaimed  the  wonder- 
struck  Fanny,  "  can  actions  so  monstrous, 
so  flagrantly  infamous,  be  deemed  venial 
offences  by  a  polite  world  ! — then,  may 
Providence  ordain  me  to  remain  a  simple, 
solitar\v  irecluse  rustic  !" 

"But  how,  my  love,  can  you  be  cer- 
tain that  the  talc  is  true  ?"  said  the  Major, 

wishing 
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wishing  to  mitigate  his  daughter's  re- 
sentment against  the  world ;  ''  you  know' 
not  the  young  man  ;  you  never  saw  hinti 
before,  you  say ;  why  then,  my  dear,  will 
you  prefer  crediting  a  story  from  a  person, 
who,  for  aught  you  know,  may  be  some 
arrant  impostor,  before  the  fair  fame  and 
blameless  conduct  of  the  amiable  and 
friendly  Sir  Bernardine  ?" 

"  Because,  my  dear  Sir,  I  have  read  of 
specious  villains,  who  have  eluded  the  sus- 
picions of  their  most  intimate,  and  most 
observant  friends;  because  I  think  it  ab- 
solutely impossible  for  any  but  a  brother — » 
and  a  fond,  a  doating,  a  distracted  bro- 
ther too,  to  repeat  a  talc  of  woe,  with 
such  artless  simplicity,  yet  honest  fer- 
vour, as  came  for  the  unfortunate  young 
nian's  lips ;  and  because  I  cannot  now 
think  any  man  worthy  the  character  of 
moral  excellence,  who,  on  the  very  first 
visit  to  him,  could  communicate  various 
hints  of  flagrant  misconduct  in  his  wife, 
whose  conversation   and   deportment,  on 

repeated 
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repeated  visits^  have  given  so  flat^  and,  ia 
mj  humble  opinion^  so  just  a  contradio 
tioii  to  his  base  assertions^  and  unnatu- 
ral inuendoes/' 

"Why,  1  must  confess,  aiy  love,  I  have 

felt  my  faith  staggered,  in  those  respects, 

more  than  once ;  but  still,  the  young  man 

introducing  himself  so  very  abruptly,  and 

quitting  you  so  very  precipitately,  even 

^  mysteriously  as  to  render  his  departure 

unperceived   for.  the  moment — I    should 

lite  vastly  to  see  him  ;  but  until  I  do,  I 

vriil  candidly  acknowledge  that  two  such 

circumstances  attending  the  tale,  prevent 

roe  from  yielding  it  that  implicit  credit 

^Wch,  I  perceive,   it  has  obtained    from 

you." 

The  wish  of  her  father  to  see  the  young 
"^an,  the  conscious  daughter  did  not  wish 
to  see  gratified.  She  had  told  the  talo 
nearly  as  she  received  it,  but  she  had  not 
^ddedthc  name  of  Woodman  to  that  of 
•W/^;  nor  did  she  then  feel  inclined  so  to 
do,  lest  her  father  should  absolutely  seek 

•    VOL.  T.  L  hiiu 
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him  outj  and  the  youth,  in  the  fervour  of 
his  resentment  to  the  Baronet,  should  meiv- 
tion  any  thing  relative  to  her  detention 
in    the  temple.      She    therefore  eagedy 
'  reverted  to  the  lenient  opinions  of  the  po- 
lite world,  in  cases  so  nefarious,  and  fer- 
vently hoped  her  dear  parent  would  never 
sanction  precedents  so  immoral  and  loose 
with  his  approval; — for  how  would  he,. or 
any  other  father,  like  to  be  informed  of 
his  own  child  having  been  so  treated  ?-«- 
and  she  made  use  of  her  handkerchief  to 
veil  a  blusih. 

''  IJy  Heaven  !  if  I  thought  he  had  rifitally 
so  acted  by  the  young  woman,  I  should 
des})ise  him,  in  spite  of  the  lenient  opini- 
ons of  a  thousand  worlds  !  I  need  not  say 
wbiit  I  would  do,  in  answer  to  your  ques* 
tion,  Fanny,  because  Ills  own  honour,  and 
his  respect  for  us,  must  prevent  him  from 
hazarding  an  attempt  so  infernal ;  and  the 
rertainty  that  disappoistment  would  ren- 
der any  effort  vain,  wpuld  otherwise  deter 
him.     But  the  subject  has  taken  a  turn  so 

aerious 
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sfcrtous  atid'  jli«agreeable«  tny  dear^  that  I 
think  We  had  beftef  drofp  il;^'  and  v^aita 
'^y  or  two,  10  expectation  of  hearing  from 
fheHsdl." 

'  Thb  apprehensions  entertained  by  Fan- 
ny^ lest  the  impetuosity  of  the  Baronet 
should  urge  him  to  break  the  Ion/:;  silence^ 
itfliich  had  raised  the  surprise  of  her  fallier^ 
were  far  from  unfounded;  Sir  Bernardine^ 
fearful  of  trusting  her  with  a  letter,  as  her 
solemn  asseveration,  to  send  it  unopened 
to  her  brother,  stiil  tingled  in  his  ears,  and 
unable  to  exist  without  seeing  her,  was  de- 
termined to  make  a  bold  effort,  and  try  to 
gain  a  moment's  conversation  with  her,  un- 
der pretence  of  calling  on  the  Major,  and 
proposing  a  morning-walk.  In  fact,  he 
actually  set  forward  for  thit  purpose,  at 
the  very  instant  the  little  party  at  the  cot- 
tage commenced  their  conversation  on  the 
subject  of  his  long  silence,  which  intro- 
duced young  Woodman's  tale. 

The  Baronet  looked  at  the  temple  as  he 
passed  along;— swore  it  should  soon  be 

i>  2  the 
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the  scene  of  morie  substantial  joys,  or  il)^ 
struction  should  fall  upon  the  heads '&f 
somcbodif,  even  though  it  were  upon*  hfe 
own.  He  walked  gently  on,  rather  difc- 
])oscd  to  be  pensive,  and  on  opening  the 
wicket  at  the  end  of  the  coppice,  felt 
.  somewhat  strike  the  post,  close  before  him^ 
at  the  same  moment  that  he  started  at  the 
report  of  a  pistol  near  him.  He  stop* 
ped,  looked  round  him  with  a  cautions 
eye,  and  neither  seeing  nor  hearing  any 
one,  his  heart  informed  him  the  shot 
was  meant  for  him.  He,  of  course,  re- 
turned with  precipitation,  not  wishing 
to  wait  such  another  salute,  nor  stop- 
ped again  until  he  reached  the  temple. 
There,  being  too  distant  from  any  cover 

m 

for  an  aim  to  be  taken  at  him  unperceived, 
he  took  some  cordial  to  recover  his  spirits; 
and  from  the  windows,  sheltered  by  the 
blinds,  attentively  surveyed  each  distant 
hedge-row,  in  hope  of  obtaining  a  view  of 
the  assassin. 
^'  Who  could  it  be  ?"  the  agitated  Baro- 
net 
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net  ^questioned  to  bimseir;  "  I  have  injured 
no  one— recently  ;  and  surely  none  would  . 
he  mad  enough  to  incur  the  danger  of  the 
gallows^  merely  to  revenge  some  old  Sif- 
fair  ?-— BeMdeSf  I  have  taken  pretty  good 
care  to  ^dispose  of  all  those  rascals  who 
ehoBC  to  let^'e  nry  service  without  my  con«  : 

Alas  r  one  of  the  world  of  gallantry 
Uoiself  ^  and  thinking  lightly  of  the  wiles- 
of  lovCj  that  any  simple  farmer  would  feel 
the  disgrace  of  his.  family  so  keenly^  as  to 
nedttate  expiating  the  dishonour  of  a 
country  girl  in  the  life  of  her  seducer^. 
never  once  entered  his  imagination^  much 
less  had  ever  raised  his  suspicion  of  such  a. 
circumstance. 

Had  the  Baronet  confined  bis  amorous 
enormities  to  country  girls  alone^  he  mighty. 
perhaps^  have  revelled  secure.  But  the- 
unhappy  brother  of  Sally  Woodman  loved 
the  adorable  Miss  Nobleville,  not  with 
less  ardour  than  humility.  He  had  con- 
Blantly  sat  near  her  when  at  church — had. 

L  3  seen 
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seen  the  little  Cupids  ¥rantohiDg  bveriifeicT 
cheeks^  and  playing  in  her  eyes ;  yet  everf 
observed  her  duty  to  her  God  so  {iriairiiki 
and  devout,  and  her  decorum  so  exeimt^ 
plarv,  that  the  thrilling  archer  (^oukinever; 
rule  unrivalled  in  his  heart— Jiahf  irf*  at  wa»i 
still  occupied  by  veneration  and  obeisance.  * 
He  often  watched  her  at  an  humble  dis^ 
tance^  and  often  longed  for  some  oc^or-. 
rence  which  (night  enable  him  to  yi^td* 
essentia  service  Xo  her^  or h^ brave  father^' 
though  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life.     This^ 
was  the  height  of  his  ambition;    for  tc^ 
think  of  possessing  her,  much  as  be  loved^* 
he  knew  would  be  madness;  but  to  pre- 
serve her  from    any    imminent    danger> 
would  be  Paradise  to  him,  and  might  ease> 
her  blessed  bosom  of  a  world  c^f  wee.  -  Be 
did  not  much  approve  of   the  frequeivtJ 
visits  to  the  Hall,  but  concluding  that  the; 
Baronet*s  courage  was  not  stout  enough  tan 
fnce  the  J\Iqjor%  he  was  tolerably  easy  on; 
that  head.  Still  he  thought  it  a  kind  offf/^ 
gamboBing,  and  that  one  accidental  motion 

too 
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fbb  Mar'  the  candle  might  singe  a  Tving, 

attd  ctue  an  ^iwtward  tumble.    He  could 

1iC9(r  ncrthing  from  the  servants^  whenever 

they  met  at  the  public-house^  to  give  him 

imch  itneastness,  yet  he  could  not  feel  per-^ 

fcctly  convinced  that  every  thing  was  right. 

As  the  coppice  througlv  tvhich  the  foot- 

^thlay,  was  on  a  part  of  the  farm  occupied 

by  the  young  man's  father,  he,  of  course, 

hd   many    opportunities   of  seeing  the 

yoang  lady  pats ;    and  being .  wholly  se- 

cAfCed  among  the  trees^   equally   eluded* 

yielding  surprise^  or  incurring  displeasure. 

But  his  curiosity  was  roused  too  intensely^ 

on  the  day  of  her  long  visit  ^t  the  temple^ 

to  tufier  him  to  remain  a  mere  spectator 

Wily.    He  had   seen  her  go  through  the 

coppice,  and  had  followed  her— with  hi3 

•yc>  until  he  saw  Sir  Bernardine  lead  her 

laio  the  cursed   building;  his  heart  then 

™anie  unusually,  agitated;    he    thought 

©f  hig  poor  dear  sister  Sally  ( 

"She — Sally  was  pretty,"  said  he  to  hira- 
•rif;  ''Sally  Was  innocent — but  Sally  was 

L  4  undone 
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undone  by  the  fnfernal  villaiir.  *  Truci  sb^  ^ 
was  no  aiigel,  like  Miss  Nobleville. — But, 
Lord  !'  what  is  an  angel  of  Ught  in  the 
hands  of  the  angel  of  darkness  V^  .    ij  . 

He  paced  the  coppice  througti  'and^ 
through  a  hundred  times ;  was  often  -in^  ' 
tlined  to  rush  to  the  temple^  and  ask  the 
young  lady  if  she  was  detained  again^  heiF 
will.  But  should  it  prove  otherwise,  he 
trembled  at  the  ridiculous  figure  he  should 
make^  exclusive  of  what  might  be  the  con- 
sequence of  such  presumption.  He  wis 
in  an  agony  of  anxiety  and  suspense^  when 
he  saw  her  quit  the  building,  and  move 
homeward  wUh  slow  and  solemn  pace; 
soon  after  which  he  saw  the  Baronet  quit 
the  temple,  and,  like  a  murderer,  prowl 
towards  his  den.  ' 

From  her  solemnity  of  deportment,  and 
often  putting  her  handkerchief  to  her  eyes, 
as  she  approached  the  coppice,  the  injured 
brother  and  distracted  lover*  entertained 
not  a  doubit  but  the  monster  had  been  at 
some  of  his  infernal  arts,  and  trembled  for 
:  *»       ■  her 


£er  safety.     But  as  she  walked  through  the 
coppice,  he  heard  a  sigh-^altnost  a  groan 
it  was,  which  instantly  convinced  him  that 
another  virtuous  woman  had  been  sacri- 
ficed, and  still  the  villain  lived'to  triumph 
over  more.     Stung  to  the  soul  with  pity» 
luve^  and  horror,  he  yet  resolved  to  try  her 
Airther,  before  he  gave  a  loose  to  his  re- 
¥mge ;  so  stepping  from  the  cover^  he  un- 
expectedly stood  in  the  presence  of  Fanny, 
as  already  mentioned. 
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lis  not'  the  impetootis  heart  that  hi  the  'mett  ^^/mtm^ 
sod  pcnevcricg,  either-in  fricDdship,  love^  or  ennity. 

When  young  Woodman  darted  so  suddenly 
from  Miss  NoblevHle  into  the  private  lane, 
his  mind  was  preyed  on  By  despair.  He 
«aw,  indeed  it  required  not  a  lover'a  pene- 
trating eye  to  perceive;  that  how  much  so- 
ever her  humanity  might  prompt  her  to 
pity  the  sad  story  of  hi»  sister  Sally,  much 
of  a  sympathy  so  very  poignant  must  lie 
due  unto  herself.  If  the  villain  Baronet 
had  abused  her,  he  most  certainly  ought  to 
forfeit  his  cursed  life, 

•^  Poor, 
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*' Poor,  love^angel-!"  he  sighed  out; 
••  should  yoir  ba^e    been    ruined,   never 
more  will  you  liail  the  rising  sun  with  hap-* 
py   smiles! — your  sun  of  joy   is  set  for 
ever ;  and  the  eursed'anthor  shall  share  an 
equal    portion    of  misery    and    anguish, 
though  it  shall  ever  remain  unknown  who 
}s  tfa^  avenger  of  the  charming,   undone 
creature  1  Fof;  if   convinced   that  she  is- 
wholly  hlameless — abused  against  her  in« 
clinations^  the  damned  villain  shall- not  live  * 
a  week  l-^-^Np!  I  will   shoot   the  wretch, 
iffhile  hatching'  future  mischief,  and  curse^ 
biffl  while  he  is  dying  !'* 

Such  resolution  once  formed,  warper- 
tinacibusly  adhered  to ;  he  only  waited  to 
ftd  conviction  certain,  and  would  then  act 
immediately.  He  daily  paced  the  coppice, 
to  see  if  the  fx^r  iGrvely  lady  would  walk 
towards  the  temple  to  meet  the  ravisher.  If 
riie  was  willihgTy  undone,  which  was  imfK>s- 
•ible,  tholighehe might  iinmediatfely  repent 
of  her  misconduct,  especially  on  hearing 
SaUs*s  story,  a  day  or  two  of  idle Jeisure  * 

l:  6?  wcAild' 
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would  blunt  the  edge  of  her  remorse^  and 
she  would  go  again^  thinkings  perhaps^  to 
blame  herrash  seducer — then  pardon  him—' 
and  then  repeat  the  crime  f 

The  third  day  the  youth  saw  pass  ovtr 
with  the  purest  satisfaction^  and  no  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  lady   near    the  tempter 
This  looked  well !     She  was  not  confined 
so  much  by  indisposition^  but  she  could 
walk^  though  solemnly^  about  the  garden"; 
for  he  had  seen  her  there.     His  heart  ex- 
panded as  the  hours  expired.     She  was  in- 
nocent, or,  wi^h  the  accustomed  firailty  of 
the  sex,  would  have  been  hovering  round 
the  flame  by  that  time.     Anotherand  ano* 
ther  day  passed  over,  each  adding  conflr* 
mation  to  his  opinion.     On  the  day  whicii' 
Fanny  went,  with  her  parent,  to  obey  the 
requisition   of  the  Baronet,  and  declared 
that  to  be  her  last  visit,  the  youth  was  at 
some  distance,  on  his  father's  business,  so 
heard  not  of  it ;  as  he  had  not  thought  of 
calling  at  the  public-house  directly  after 
h\3  return;    and  when  he  did^  the  asking 
/•  ir  such. 
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fluch  a  question  did  not  occur  to  him^  as 
lie  had  given  up  every  idea  of  such, an 
event  ever  recurring  again.     He  constantly 

attended  in  the  coppice^  as  usual>  resolved 
to  behold  vritb  bis  own  eyes ;  and  every 
posing  day  added  confirmation  to  his  opi* 
Bion  of  her  virtue^  and  whetted  his  incli- 
aation  for  revenge. 

'  At  lengthy  young  Woodman  saw  the 
imd,  upsiari  villain  enter  the  valley — walk 
into  the  temple — come  out  and  iool; 
uonnd  him — and  then  approach  the  cop- 
pice! The  youth  was  prepared  for  the 
rencounter — fired. a  large  horse-pistol  at 
the  man  he  execrated^  but  missed  him. 
Secure  in  his  retreat,  he  began  to  charge 
^in,  and  had  not  the  other  ball  dropped 
through  a  hole  in  his  pocket,^  he  would,  no 
^Bbt,  have  been  qukk  enough  for  ano* 
Acr,  and,  probably,  a  more  successful  fire^ 
''w'his  thirst  of  revenge  increased  with  his 
^Appointment  r  but  the  Baronet  hasten^ 
***g  from  the  place,  be  carefully  secreted 
^  pistol^  amount   the  long  grass  an4 

brushc? 
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bi^uah^woody  tird,  throtigh  the  mrrei^  latte, 
escaped-  \fholly  unperceived  and  tmsiis^* 
pecfed. 

•  Sir  Bernardin^j  after  watchifig^  nftodt  mhr 
hufely^  rrear  an  hoan  ieft  the  tetnpte^  and^ 
walked  leisnreTy  home,     fle  tetleoted  fre^ 
qiiently  during  the  daji  on  the  luckiness 
of  his  escape;  indeed^  such  a  subject  couidr 
Kol  Easily  qirit  his  meinory.     The  more  Jiev 
conjcct4ircd,  th^  more  he  became  bewil*^ 
dered,  until,  at  lengthy  the  idea  struck  hira^ 
that  some  deer  had  escaped  from  the^park,. 
and   taken  cover  in   the  coppice, .  where- 
some  person  had  shet  at  it;  for  on  reflec- 
tion, he  thought  the  report  of  the  piece- 
'Was  loud  enough  for  a  snvall  gun;  arid  hS- 
mind  rested  so  perfectly  on  that  surmise> 
that  he  resolved  to  make  another  attempt' 
to  &ee  the  bewitching  gir)^  the  very  next' 
day. 

The  following  morning,  the  Baronet  or-^ 
dered  his  horse^  thinking  to^  ride  round  .by^ 
the  beach ;  but  Tearful,  if  on   hor3eba€k> 
his  approach  might  be.  noticel^  ai|d  the 
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tadj^  dehied ;  ecHiftdent,  alM,  as  t6  ^  deer 
feeh^sho^t  at  insfeBd  of  hifltv;^.  he  altered  hi9 
nind^  aiid  proceeded  fhrougft  the  valley^ 
without  the  least  appirehension ;  but  ap« 
^roachTt)g  the  iftrtket  of  the  coppice,  tfc#^ 
rkcumsfattce  of  the  preceding  day  struck 
kim  safofcibJy,  that  he  stopped  suddenly— 
**  Heavens ?"  he  exclaimed;  and  hastily 
returning^  stayed  AM  unti^  he  reached  the 
Halt. 

The  suddew  stop  had  certainly  preserved 
tfic  Baronef  s  life ;  as,  at  the  very  instanf^ 
be  felt  a  ball  tsUhiz  before  his  face,  and  al- 
so  felt  it  must  have  been  levelled  at  him; 
There  was  no  time  for  trifling,  he  plainly 
saw,  so  returned  fu-11  speed. 

As  soon  as  Sir  Bernardine  entered  his 
parlour,  he  threw  himself  on  a  sofa,  artd 
^etuaily  burst  into  tears.  ''Good  God  P* 
he  cried^ — for  the  greatest  villain  will  as 
Teadily  call  on  his' God  in  a  pressing  con- 
jdncture,  as  the  most  pious  saiht^ — "what 
%ave  I  done  to  deserve  all  this  ?  Was  ever 
-wretch  so^horriWy  enthralled?     If  I  remain 

at 


238  lux:ky  xsQAnsss 

at-  home,  I  lose  sight  of  my  divine  Fannjr 
—may  lose  her  wholly !  If  I  go  out.  If 
Ipse  my  life!  for  I  cannot  entertain  a 
doubt  but:  my  life  is  devoted  by  somebody^ 
By  whom  i  What  infernal  villain  can  feel 
himself  sufficiently,  aggrieved  to  seek  my. 
life  ? — a  base,  a  cowardly  assassin  !  to  feel 
sufficient  spleen  for  murderous  revengey 
yet  dare  not  call  me  out,  to  give  him  satis-^ 
faction,  like  a  gentleman.     If  it  were  the 

Major,  now,  he  would Ha,   if  not  the 

Major, Avho  can  it  be?  The  old  man  is  warm 
and  mettlesome;,  and  should  Fanny,  in  a 
flight  of  foolish  petulance,  have  told  the 
story  of  the  temple,  may  he  not  feel  the 
pride  of  family  a  little  injured,  and  fearful 
of  giving-  publicity  to  such  an  affair,  seek 
to.  revenge  it  in  this  dastardly  manner? — 
By  Heaven^  it  must  be  him  ! — it  is>  it  can 
be  no  one  else  ;  but  be  shall  find  that  he 
has  caught  a  Tartar/  who  will  not:  rush 
headlong  into  his  ambuscade..  No^  no! 
he  sees  me  not  in  the  coppice  again,  in 
haste^  he  may  depend  on  it;  nor  will  I  send 

any. 
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alny  to  watch^  or  make  enquiries  into  the 
reality  of  my  conjecture ;  as  it  would  not 
only  gladden  the  coward's  heart  to  find  I 
fear  him,  but,  by  the  matter  becoming 
conversant  anwing  the  neighbours^  it  may 
put  other  rascals  upon  the  same  execrable 
scheme,  should  any  future  difference  occur 
between  uft.*'    . 
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When  tempers  ntturallx  irritable  have  long  indulged  in  error^ 

9 

their  propensity  to  111  tcquitet  fresh  vigour  daily,  and  crimet< 
of  the  deepest  dye,  too  soon,  tlas !  appetr  to  lose  their  stamp  of 
heinousnets. 

Having  fixed  on  the  Major  as  the  assassin 
of  the  coppice,  with  a  certainty  not  easy 
to  be  overruled,  the  Baronet  became  calm. 
He  could  not  think  that  the  dastardly  old 
man  would  dare  to  attempt  him  in  an  open 
field  or  public  road,  after  having  evinced 
a  mind  so  degraded ;  and  he  would  take 
care  not  to  tru§t  himself  in  coppices  or 
Janes^  until  he  had  found  some  means  to 
:..'.  '  satisfy 


LUcfciY  iscknSk  235 

sitisly  the  Cerberus,  which  he  still  flattered 
himself  he  should  be  able  to  effect^  could- 
he  but  obtain  an  interview  with  Fanny, 
He,  -how^ei",  did  hot  feel  inclined  to  ven- 
ture out  again  that  day;  and  the  rain  des* 
cendcd  to  ^iolenfl^  the  ntext,  as  to  prevent 

•  The  second  *  morning,  tbe  Baronet  was 
in  the  obserViatory  eb  the  top  of  the  Hall,- 
giving  some*  directl6ii8  to  his  carpenter,' 
when  seeing  him  look  very  attentively  to- 
ivards  the  beach,  he  cast  his  eyes  that* 
way  also^  ^hd  obser\'ed  th^  Major  on  horse- 
back. 

'*  The  brave  old  gentleman's  horse  had 
very  near  been  down  with  him/' said  the 
nan  ;  ''  and  lam  stire  I  shbiild  have  beea 
aorry  for  that,  for  brave  men  are  Hot  «o 
|i)enty  now-o'-diays*"  ^ 

'*  You  can  be  no  great  Judg^  of  his  bra** 
very,  I  am  positive,  JMr.  Plane;  for  the* 
Major  has  not  resided  in  this  part  of  the 
kii^gdom  above  six  months,  and  I  never 
heard  of  him  fighting  here.*' 

*^0h 
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"  Oh  lord^  yoqr  honour  ^  my  nephew 
belonged  to  the  Major's  otvp  company  for- 
seven  years;  and  can  tell  a  string  of  sto- 
ries about  him^  that  would  do  your  heart 
good  to  hear  them/' 

The  fiaronet  sighed  at  the  report  of  the 
Major's  bravery.  He  distinctly  saw  hiia 
enter  the  villagei  and  knowing  him  to  be 
an  avowed  pedestrian^  he  readily  concluded' 
that  his  journey  would  not  terminate  there^ 
but  that  he  would  be  going  on  business  to- 
St.  Ives. 

*'  What  a  gloi'ious  opportunity  to  force- 
myself  into  the  presence  of  the  haughty 
young  lady,"  thought  he,  *'  and  convince 
her  that  /  will  see  her  in  spUe  of  every  ob- 
stacle !  I  may  bring  herjproii^  ladyship  tO' 
r^asonr— perhaps  be  ihe  happiest  man  on. 
earth  this  very  day.  If  the  Major  be  sor 
brave  a  man  as  Plane  announces  him,  thii^ 
certainly  will  be  a  ,most  favourable  junc<» 
ture,  as  bis  absence  will  preclude  all  possi* 
bility  of  an  immediate  quarrel;  and  wha. 
knows  but  I  may  be  able. to  effect  a  peace 

with. 


1-UC3KY  ESCAPES.  237 

^ith  iny:<Toddess  ? — ^at  all  events^  I  shall 
liave  nothing  to  fear  in  the  coppice/' 

After  having  given   the    necessary   in- 
ductions to  Mr.  PltmCy  and  disposed  of 
the  underwood  of  the  very  coppice  where- 
in he  had  been    twice  shot  at,  to  an  emi- 
nent biscuit-baker  of  Falmouth,  who  was 
availing  for  Sir  Bernardine  coming  down, 
the  Baronet  set  forward  to  the  land  cf  pro- 
mise, anticip^trng  the  niost  rapturous  con- 
clusion of  his  visit,  as  he  paced  along.     He 
felt  himself  a  little  awkward  whilst  pro- 
-ceeding  through  the  coppice,  and  just  af- 
ter he  had  passed  the  wicket-gate,  he  met 
young  Woodman  !  The  young  man  moved 
his  hat ;  Sir  Bernardine  asked  him  how  his 
father  did  ?  and  each  passed  on. 

Entering  the  front  court  of  the  cottage, 
the  despicable  ravisher  of  the  mimic  dead 
thundered  at  the  door,  and  hemmed  thrice, 
as  much  as  to  say  to  all  that  heard  him — 
"  Who  shall  dare  to  thwart  me  in  my  lust- 
ful purposes  ?" 

Robert   had  crossed  the  little  ball,  and 

was 
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Vas  acteally  opening  ibe  dojCM%  wfacn  Fan* 
ny,  having  obsenred  the  unw^bme  visitor 
from  the  window^  said^  loud  enough  to  be 
distinctly  heard — ''Tell  Sir  Bemardiiie 
there  is  nobody  at  home.'* 

*'  Nobody  at  home  ! "  cried  he,  aflfecting 
to  laujfh  ;  ''  nobody  at  home  \"  and  bolt- 
ing abruptly  towards  the  parlour  door^  was 
petrified  at  sight  of  the  Major  moving  tm^ 
vrards  biin.  He  started,  stammered,  and 
^vould  have  spoken,  but  surprise  restrained 
his  tongue. 

''*  Sir  Bernardine,  I  am  glad  to  see  you/' 
said  the  Major,  "  though  I  cannot  ask  you 
in ;  and  as  I  never  suffer  my  daughter  to 
be  intruded  on,  even  by  myself,  when  she 
wishes  to  be  alone,  I  hope  you  will  re- 
ceive that  as  a  proper  apology.  However, 
if  you  will  indulge  me  with  j'our  army  I 
will  accompany  you  part  of  the  way  to 
the  Hall ; — in  fact,  I  was  going  to  ride  to 
St.  Ives,  but  my  horse  tumbled  with  me  in 
the  midst  of  your  village,  and  shook  ttxe 
very  considerably.     I  therefore  thought  it 

best 


liest  to  refurn  home;  csfieci^Iy  as  I  had 
a  vtrj  threateBicig  dream  last  nighty  aboirt 
a  dreadful  snake  that  has  haunted  my  rest 
for  sereral  nights  since  my  wife's  death.  A 
short  vralk  may  do  me  good^  perhaps/'  and 
taking,  the  Baronet  by  the  arm^  they  walked 
gently  towards  the  Hall. 

As  the  Major  (an  old  soldier^  and,  of 
course^  if  not  an  adept  in  the  science  of  se- 
duction himself^  must  frequently  have 
heard  lectures  on  the  subject  from  his  bro- 
ther officers,)  had  really  received  the  story 
-of  Sally  Woodman  with  far  less  interest 
than  his  daughter  had  expected,  our  rea- 
ders must  not  feel  surprised  at  his  opening 
the  business  to  the  Baronet,  with  a  smile, 
and  communicating  the  whole  affair,  with 
a  levity  which  had  an  effect  directly  oppo- 
site to  that  intended. 

The  Baronet  affected  to  laugh  with  tho 
lAujor,  and  really  put  the  venial  construc- 
tion on  the  aflfair  %vhich  the  world  unfeel- 
ingly warranted  :  but  his  soul  was  on  the 
rack !  He  had  not  a  doubt  but  Fanny  had 

told 
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told  her  own  story^  as  well  as  SaHy*  Wood- 
'man'^ ;  and  that  the  old  assassin  had  reci* 
ted  it  in  so  favourable  a  lights  merely  that 
he  mrght  fancy  no  murderous  intentions 
were  harboured  against  him,  and  by  those 
means  be  thrown  from  his  guard.     An  idea 
readily  occurred  to   him,    thsrt    he    who 
sought  to  take  his  life  so  infamously,  and 
so  undeseiDedltf,  justly  should  lose  his  own. 
He  conducted  the  Major  into  the  temple, 
which  only  wanted  a  few  touches  of  the 
painter's  pencil  on  the  dome,  to  be  com- 
plete ;  joined  in  the  laugh  against  himself; 
and  having  artfully  shifted  the  conversa- 
tion to  landscape*painting,  placed  a  set  of 
drawings  on  the  table,  which  were  most  ex- 
cellent productions.     The  old  gentleman's 
attention    soon    became  rivctted   to    the 
work  before    him.     Sir  Bernardine  soon 
introduced  biscuits,  and  after  a  few  mo- 
ments expended  in   drawing  an  obstinate 
cork,  he  placed  a  glass  of  sheiTy  before 
him,  and  another  for  himself. 

The  Major,  being   a  pretty  artist,  was 

highly 


hig^hly  entertained  with  a  set  of  df^wings^ 
which  he  repeatedly  declared  possessed  in- 
finite merit.  He  ate  hfs  biscuit^  drank  his 
wine^  and  proceeded  in  hrs  examination^ 
whilst  the  Baronet  took  the  glasses  to  the 
closet,  and  refilled  them.  Having  gone 
completely  through  the  book,  and  finished 
the  other  glass  of  wine,  he  proposed  tore- 
turn  home  ;  bnt  Sir  Bernardine,  remind- 
ing him  of  tbe  fall  he  had  so  recently  re- 
ceived, would  not  suffer  him  to  walk  alone^ 
lest  he  should  be  too  much  fatigued.  He 
therefore  attended  him  till  within  a  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  cottage  ;  and,  at  parting, 
received  a  promise  from  him,  to  endeavour 
to  prevail  on  his  daughter  lo  dine  at  the 
Hall  on  Sunday. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  Ba- 
ronet could  restrain  a  smile  of  contempt, 
when  shaking  the  old  gentleman  by  the 
hand  at  parting.  "  Excellently  deported, 
upon  my  honour!"  said  he  to  himself,  as 
walking  homewards ;  "  had  you  been 
taught  dissimulation  with  your  military 
discipline,  you  gould  not  have  carried  mat- 

^oh,  I.  u  tew 
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ters  ofTvrith  a  better  grace.  Tis  WelV.l 
know  you,  liowever,  my  old  coppice- 
gunnef,  or  you  might  have  contrived  to 
have  given  me  more  than  I  could  have  riui 
^way  with :  but  if  I  am  not  revenged  on 
Miss  Mdponiene  for  setting  him  on,  with 
her  d — d  tale  of  a  Cock  and  a  BuUj  may  I 

never  gel  through  this God !  God !"  He 

.put  his  hand  up^  to  his  chin,  heard  the  re^ 
port  of  the  pistol,  and  saw  blood  upon  his 
hand  !  Convinced  that  he  was  not  despe- 
rately wounded,  he  set  off  with  the  utmost 
precipitation,  holding  his  handkerchief  to 
his  chin  ;  nor  stopped  to  consider  his  situ* 
ation,  until  he  found  himself  in  hrs  own 
house  ; — then,  indeed,  he  began  to  reflect 
to  some  purpose  ! 

•*  How  idle  ! — how  vain  are  the  conjee- 
turesof  man  V*  said  he,  whilst  examining 
himself  before  a  glass,  and  bathing  the 
wound  with  brandy,  which  was,  indeed,. 
\\o  more  than  a  mere  scratch,  so  slight  as 
scarcely  to  have  bled  a  dozen  drops ;  '*  I 
\feOuld  have  laid  the  whole  of  my  estate  to- 
A  single  farthipg,  that  the  person  who  had 

twice 
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twice  aimed  at  my  life^  was  no  other  than 
Major  Nobleville ;  and  was  exulting  that 
having  seen  him  enter  his  cottage^  I  might 
fwalk  home  iti  safety  !  yet  it  now  appears 
that  the  Major  was  not  the  assassin  ;  and  I 
have  escaped  more  narrowly  than  ever  ! 
Ha  !  the  Major  not  the  assassin  !'*  and 
-seating  himself  on  the  sofa^  and  his  right 
hand  supporting  his  cheeky  his  right  foot 
beating  the  desponding  tat-too,  and  his 
left  hand  absorbing  the  perspiration  from 
4iis  forehead — "  That  will  be  winding  up 
the  business  with  a  climax,  indeed  !  If 
the  Major  be  not  the  man,  what  then 
must  I  be  ? — I  !  who  have  palmed  a  dose 
t)n  the  unsuspecting  parent  of  my  Fanny — 
my  angel  !  which,  in  a  few  days,  would 
destroy  a  Hercules.  Oh  God  !  Oh  God ! 
why  do  you  suffer  us  to  sin  at  all  ? — or 
sinning,  not  stay  us  in  our  cursed  career, 
ere  we  proceed  too  far?  HI  to  the  tem- 
ple, and  destroy  the  botllc.  I  can  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  one,  if  I  go  no  fur- 
ther ;  especially  as  I  am  certain  that  the 
report  I  heard  just  now  must  have  been 
6  that 
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that  of  t  pistol.     And  that  I  may  be  equal 
to  any  one  I  meet^  in  the  pistol  way^  I 
will  put  mine^  loaded,  in  my  pockets.-^ 
Yes,  yes  !  I'll  go  at  all  events.    Or  should 
suspicion   be   busy   in   making   inquiries, 
and  that  bottle  be  discovered^  I  may  share 
the  fate  of  poor  Donellan  !     Oh  Fortm>e  ! 
Fortune  !  get   me  but   safe   out   of  this 
scrape,  and  neven  while  I  live,  shall  poi- 
son enter  my  house  again.     Still  ignorant 
who  the  villain  is  who  seeks  my  life,  how 
shall  I  elude  his  vigilance  ? — What  of  a 
trip  to  Bath,   till   matters  wear  a  kindlier 
aspect  ?  Ha  !  it  shall  be  so  !     To-morrow 
I  will  be  ill — on  Saturday  still  worse — and 
on  Sunday  morning  the  doctor  shall  ad- 
vise me  to  set  out  directly."     So  saying, 
he  rose  up,  walked  out  cautiously  to  the 
temple;  emptied  the  potent  liquid  on  the 
grass,  before  the  window ;  and   breaking 
the  bottle  into  small  pieces,  with  the  knob 
of  the  poker,  dispersed  the  fragments  at  a 
distance  from   the  path,    while  returning 
home. 
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CHAP.  I. 


How  unvriUlng  is  the  iioble  mind  to  entertain  suspicions  in\ 
mical  to  any  one,  especially  to  him  whom  he  has  deemed  hi« 
friend  ! 

\3n  Saturday  morning,  the  second  day 
after  his  walk  to  the  Temple  ^vith  Sir  Ber* 
nardine,  the  Major  felt  himself  uneasy,  as 
if  he  had  taken  a  slight  cold;  and  the 
weather  being  very  fine,  his  daughter  ad- 
vised him  to  venture  on  a  gentle  ride,  by 
the  sea-side,  for  an  hour  or  two,  flattering 
vox..  41.  Jf»  herself 
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herself  that  it  might  prove  of  service  to 
him.     As  the  young  lady's  icish  was  gene- 
rally a  law,  which  he  delighted  to  obey, 
he  readily  acquiesced ;  but  his  horse  hav- 
ing stumbled  with  him,  whilst  descending 
the  lane  which  led  to  the  sands,  the  old 
gentleman  fancying  it  an  ominous  com- 
mencement of  his  ride,  to  avoid  another 
tumble,  alighted,  determined  to  lead  the 
beast  home,  and  never  mount  him  again. 
Yet,  as  he  soon  expressed  himself  much 
easier  to   his   anxious  child,    Fanny    was 
happy  that  he  had  even  ridden  the  little 
way  he  did;  and   wished   her   parent   to 
send  Robert  to  some  of  the  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  see  if  he  could  procure 
a  safe-going  animal,  as  she  perfectly  agreed 
that  it  would  be  uncomfortable  and  im- 
prudent  to  attempt  riding  the   favourite 
old   horse  again  ;  though   she   could  not 
think  of  parting  with  the  poor,  old  ser- 
vant,   lest    he  should   get  ill   used;    she 
would,  therefore,  have  him  quietly  graze 
away  the  remnant  of  his  life,  as  there  was- 

plenty 
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plenty  of  accommodation  for  him  and  a 
companion. 

As  the  Major  did  not  feel  inclined  to  go 
out  any  more^  except  into  the  garden^  he 
caught  the  first  favourable  opportunity  he 
could  meet  witb^  to  introduce  the  purport 
of  his  promise  to  the  Baronet,  relative  to 
iiniiig  at  the  Hall  on  the  morrow.  How- 
ever, finding  his  daughter's  inclinations 
exceedingly  averse  from  such  visit,  he 
raolved  not  to  press  the  subject  so  far  as 
to  create  uneasiness,  but  to  wait  until  her 
r^cntment  of  the  Baronet's  conduct  to  the 
farmer's  daughter  should  subside,  when, 
no  doubt,  she  would  be  glad  to  renew  her 
VBifs  to  a  party  so  agreeable,  interesting, 
and  instructive. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  Major  found 
h^nself  still  more  uneasy,  nor  had  his 
"*^t's  rest  by  any  means  been  pleasant ; 
and  being  thirsty,  he  drank  more  tea  than 
**oaI  at  his  breakfast.  This,  he  fancied^ 
'^■Kjjreed  with  him ;  for  by  noon,  he  be- 
^me  80  much  indisposed  as  to  rouse  alarm 

B  2  in 
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in  his  ntlentive  chilJ,  who  desired  Robert 
to  take  the  horec,  and  request  Dr.  Sib- 
thorpe  to  come  over  immediately.  The 
Doctor  was  then  at  the  door.  He  had 
come  to  inform  them  of  the  severe  indis- 
position which  Sir  Bcrnandine  Iab6ured 
under  ;  that  he  and  Lady  Hiccory  had  just 
set  out  for  Bath,  deeming  such  a  tripy  for 
a  few  weeks^  essentially  requisite  to  his  re- 
covery :  and  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a 
thousand  apologies  from  them,  for  being 
incapable  of  enjoying  their  company  at 
the  Hall. 

Fanny  experienced  some  concern  at  the 
intelligence  of  the  Baronc^t  being  so  ex- 
tremely ill,  and  would  rather  have  owed 
his  absence  to  any  other  cause. 

The  Major  was  really  very  sorry  at  the 
information,  though  he  could  not  help 
complaining  that  he  was  far  from  being 
well  himself.  '^  In  fact,  Doctor,"  said  he, 
'^  we  were  actually  dispatching  Robert  to 
the  village  to  request  your  attendance; 
but  what  is  Sir  Berriardine's  complaint  ?'* 

''  Why, 
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"  Why,  really.  Major,  I  can"  call  it  little 
other  than  a  violent  si/nipaihetic  affection: 
forfae  has  seemed  much  more  uneasy  aba::t 
you  than  about  himself,  and  often  repeat- 
ed enquiries  after  your  health,  which,  ap- 
parently, he  would  sometimes  have  wished 
he  had  restrained.     He  is  certai';ly  a  most 
amiable   man,    notwithstanding   the   little 
frailties  he  is  accused  of." 

"And  so  I  think  him,  Ddctor,"  said  the 
Major,  looking  benignly  on  his  lovely 
^aaighter;  *Vai>d  let  us  never  forget  that 
golden  apothegm—'  Trace  the  virtues  of 
mankind  on  marble,  their  frailties  on  the 
sandr* 

Miss  Nobleville  thought  a  great  deal  on 
the  subject,  but  uttered  not  a  syllable ;  she 
soon  after  observed  her  father  s  counte- 
nance change  a  little,  and  looked  at  the 
Doctor  with  alarm. 

The  Doctor  immediately  removed  to  a 
seat  near  the  Major,  and  feeling  his  pulse, 
looked  alarmed  also.     '^  Good  God,  Ma- 

b3  jor!" 
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jor!"  said  he,  "  what  have  you  taken  to 
disagree  with  you  so  ?" 

-'^  Nothing,  nothing  but  my  accustomed 
diet  for  the  last  fortnight." 

"  Nothing  !  —  Impossible  !  —  recollect 
yourself.  Sir — I  am  confident  vou  are  mi*- 
taken.*' 

"  Nay,  be  not  alarmed,  my  love,"  said 
the  tender  parent,  obser^'ing  the  tears  rush 
into  his  daughter's  eyes ;  ''  I  am  confident 
I  have  taken  nothing  but  my  usual  diet^ 
unless  I  add  the  Baronet's  biscuits  which  I 
ate  at  the  Temple  on  Thunsday^  and  his 
two  glasses  of  sherry." 

''  Oh  God  !  Oh  God  !  It  is  the  mon* 
ster's  sherry  !  the  sherry.  Doctor !  be  as- 
sured it  is  the  sherry  !"  cried  Fanny,  pacing' 
the  room  in  an  agony  of  horror. 

''  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this,  my 
love  ?  Do  not  let  us  suffer  prejudice  to 
beguile  us  of  our  reason;  it  is  not  in  na* 
ture  to  make  me  suspect  that  man  to  be  a 
villain^  or  that  he  would  injure  me.     Why 

should 
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should  he  do  so  ? — ^what  could  he  gain  by 
it?— how  have  I  injured  him,  to  provoke 
his  TeD<reance  ?     He  drank  wine  as  well  as 

o 

tne;and  if  it  really  be  iJiat  which  has  in- 
disposed me,  may  not  the  same  be  the 
cause  of  his  complaint?  Did  the  worthy 
Baronet  mention  that  circumstance  to  you^ 
Doctor?" 

''No^  Sir;  nor  does  hts  disorder  pro- 
ceed from  drinking  wine^  I  will  venture  to 
sver."  And  the  Doctor  gave  the  agitated 
child  a  look^  which  fully  convinced  her^ 
^haf,  however  prejudiced  he  might  have 
^^n  in  favour  of  the  monster>  he  then 
P^ook  of  her  suspicions. 

"  Ah,  Sir,  you  seem  in  pain ;  yes,  yes, 
J^t  assured  it  is  the  wine.  Doctor,  which 
« the  cause  of  my  father's  illness.  What 
^n  be  done  ?  For  Heaven's  sake !  say 
*^hat  can  be  done  to  ease  my  only  pa- 
rent?" And  dropping  on  her  knees,  she 
'^kI  her  streaming  eyes  in  the  lap  of  her 
felher. 

"  Psha  !     Now,  my  love,  you  betray  a 

B  4  weakness 
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weakness  I  could  almost  chide  you  for," 
said  the  Major,   fondly  pressing  her  to  his 
bosom ;  *'  recollect  who  and  what  you  are, 
my  Fanny — the  daughter  of  an  old  soldier, 
whom  the  first  bullet  fired  in  battle  might 
have  laid  as  quiet  as  all   the  deleterious 
w^ines  on  earth  can  do.     It  is  not  wine, 
nor  bullets,  nor  any  thing  else,  my  love, 
which  can  deprive  us  of  existence,   while 
the   Almighty   says — '  Tarry  thou   here  V 
Nor,  when  he  calls  on  us  to  render  up  ah 
account  of  our  transactions,  can  all   the 
medicines  on  earth  avert  his  mighty  Jiat. 
What  think  you.  Doctor?     Oh!  I  really 
feel  myself  so  very  indifferent,  that  I  think 
I  had  better  lie  down  a  little.     Fanny,  my 
sweet   love !  do   not   learn  to  anticipate 
evils ;  they  seldom  are  so  tardy  in  their  ap- 
proach, as  to  require  quickening  by  anti- 
cipation ;  I  may  be  better  to-morrow.    But 
should  it  be  decreed  that  I  must  leave  you, 
you   can   have  little  cause  for  grief,  who 
have  a  brother,  brave,  yet  affectionate,  and 
ii  world  before   you,  where  virtue,  inno- 
cence. 
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cence,  and  worth,  like  your's,  must  find  a 
peaceful  home  in  every  house,  a  firm  pro- 
tector in  every  one  .you. meet/'  He  walk- 
ed upstairs  tolerably  w^ell,  with  the  arm  of 
the  Doctor  only ;  but  the  violence  of  the 
effort  ruptured  a  blood-vessel,  already 
overcharged.  He  threw  himself  suddenly 
on  the  bed,  cried — "  Bless,  oh  bless,  God  of 
all  goodness !  bless  my  child  !"  and  breath- 
^  his  last. 


B  a 
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CHAP.  H. 


How  TCiy  few,  indeedf  aie  the  dint&oot  tlmaliont  nun 
dq>loict,  in  whichy  with  ray  little  reflection,  be  maj  not 
readilj  percei?e  hit  state  might  lurre  been  wone!"*-uid  firttan 
^  reflecting,  g»n  oonioUtbn  and  enooufagement  to  place  his 
confidence  in  Hini  who  orden  all  thingf. 


From  a  succession  df  fainting  fits^  with 
slight  intermissions^  accompanied  with  a 
stupor,  which  gave  Dr.  Sibthorpe  much 
Uneasiness,  and  inclined  hiin  to  apprehend 
that  her  mifid  might  become  imbecile^  if 
not  deranged,  by  the  melancholy  catas« 
trophe  she  had  unhappily  witne^ed^  the 
disconsolate  Miss  Nobleville  recovered  not;^ 
until  just  after  the  little  procession  had 

■   i  returned 
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returned  from  the  village  *  churcK  after 
having  seen  the  Major  decently  interredj 
under  direction  of  the  worthy  Doctor. 
For,  in  consequence  of  the  family  being 
absent  from  the  Hall^  and  the  deceased 
having  neither  relation  or  intimate  ac- 
quaintance in  that  part  of  the  kingdom^ 
except  the  lovely  disconsolate^  both  Re«* 
becca  and  Robert  had  entreated  the  Doc- 
tor to  take  the  family  concerns  on  him 
during  the  young  lady's  inability;  and 
Doctor  Sibthorpe  had  undertaken  the  af- 
fairs of  the  melancholy  Cottage,  ^vith  a 
tenderness  and  assiduity  most  highly  praise^ 
worthy. 

On  returning  from  the  funeral,  the 
nurse,  whom  the  Doctor  had  engaged  to 
attend  his  patient,  and  assist  Rebecca^  in- 
formed him  that  the  .  young  lady  had 
awakened  about  an  hour  before,  out  of  an 
ttiidisturbed  sleep  of  full  three  hours ;  that 
abe  seemed  perfectly  collected^  had  en-^ 
quired  about  her  deteased  parent,  and  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  of  bis  funeral  wi^t) 

s  6  more 
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more  composure  than  she  ( the  nurse)  could 
have  expected. 

Highly  pleased  with  this  intelligence^  the 
Doctor  hastened  up  stairs^  to  pay  a  visit  to 
his  lovely  patient  before  he  went  home,  in 
hope  of  being  authorized  by  her  appear- 
ance to  prescribe  her  some  nourishing 
food,  for  she  had  taken  nothing  but  medi-  . 
cine  since  her  parent's  death.  He  entered 
her  room  softly,  and  beheld  her,  weak  as 
she  was>  wrapt  up  in  a  loose  night-gown; 
kneeling  by  the  bed-side,  most  fervently 
supplicating  the  Almighty  graciously  to 
receive  her  father*s  soul  into  the  mansion 
of  the  blessed  !  and  indulge  her  with  for- 
titude ^o  support  a  weary  pilgrimage 
through  a  troublous  world,  which  then 
possessed  not  one  inducement  for  her  ta 
wish  to  live  in  !  * 

There  was  a  fervour  so  holy,  and  so  ex- 
quisitely interesting,  in  the  amiable  sup- 
plicant's address  to  her  God,  that  the  Doc- 
tor remained'  motionless  till  she  had  con- 
cluded.    He   then  walked  to  the  wndow 

whilst 
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whilst  she  returned  to  the  bedj  and  gently 
chid  her  for  ventaring  on  the  floor.     But 
reflecting  that  Heaven  must  approve  the 
cause,  therefore  could  not  punish  the  deed; 
finding  her  pulse  too  in  a  very  favourable 
state,  his  fears  of  a  relapse  soon  ceased ; 
and  he  did  not  even  attempt  to  suppress  a 
burst  of  sorrow  which  escaped  the  lovely 
solitary^  on  observing  the  solemn  deport- 
ment and  sable  dress  of  her  good  friend. 
She,  however,  soon  recovered  a  tolerable 
(legree  of  composure,    and  entered   into 
conversation   with   the  Doctor,    who,  on 
her  second   request,  gave   a   distinct   ac- 
count of  every  circumstance  necessary  to 
be  detailed — concluding  with  information, 
that  he  had  dispatched  an  account  of  the 
melancholy  lousiness  to  the  Baronet,   and 
expected  to  see  or  hear  from  him  every 
hour. 

The  latter  part  of  the  information  Miss 
Nobleville  could  well  have  dispensed  with; 
she  shuddered  at  the  very  idea  of  the  Ba- 
ronet, for  she  doubted  not  but,  directly 

or 
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or  indirectly^  he  had  hastened  her  pareiifa 
death ;  and  possibly  for  the  impioaa  put-* 
pose  of  depriving  her  of  an  immediate 
protector^  that  he  might  the  more  readily 
constrain  her  to  listen  to  his  infamous^  un-*- 
hallowed  passion  !  And^  in  the  very  bit* 
temess  of  soul,  she  audibly  ejaculated— « 
*'  God  of  his  infinite  goodness  protect  md 
from  the  horrid  fangs  of  that  most  exe- 
crable monster!"  She  then  entreated 
Doctor  Sibthorbe  to  sleep  in  the  Cottage 
for  a  night  or  two^  until  she  could  make 
up  her  mind,  as  to  the  conduct  she  should 
pursue^  with  such  expressive  eloquence 
and  vehemence,  that,  inconvenient  as  it 
vras,  the  worthy  Doctor  promised  to  com- 
ply with  her  request;  and  solemnly  as- 
sured her,  he  would  return  from  the  vil-» 
lage  by  the  time  Rebecca  had  prepared  a 
couple  of  chickens  for  their  supper. 

The  Doctor,  indeed,  fancied  that  he  per- 
ceived a  terror  at  the  expected  approach 
of  Sir  Bemardine,  which  had  more  mean- 
ing in  it  than  the  young  lady  intended  to 

convey. 
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convey.    The  affair  of  the  two  glasses  of 
•henry,  he  had  perfectly  made  up  his  mind 
00,  though,  as  the  rupture   of  a  bloods 
▼essel  moat  certainly  caused  the  brave  gen- 
tkman's  instant  death,    it  -would   hardly 
be  possible  to  bring  the  matter  home  to 
him.    But,  much  as  he  had  been  preju- 
diced in  favour  of  the  Baronet,  notwUh-- 
€tmding  Ae  Utile  frailties  he  had  been  ac^ 
cused  of,  he  then  very  clearly  perceived 
tbat  he  might  have  yielded  implicit  credit 
to  the  dreadful  stories  he  had  so  often 
heard.    The  father  of  three  fine  girls  him- 
self, he  resolved  to  protect  the  unhappy 
vousix  creature^  till  the  arrival  of  her  bro-» 
ther,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  life.    ''  And 
HeaveOy''  he  whispered  as  he  went  along, 
*'  in  mercy  kindly  ordain  that  my  children 
may  nei^'er  seek  in  vain  for  a  firm  protec*^ 
tor  in  aatranger !" 

Daring  the  Doctor *ii  absence,  the  orphan 
beauty  called  again  on  Heaven,  again  im*- 
plored  strength  of  mind  to.  support  her 
through  the  arduous  trials  siie  anticipated, 

and 
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CHAP.  III. 


"What  infinite  precatttioo«  effroDteiy*  finesse,  and  abiiityy  arc 

m 

ftqiiisite  to  the  composition  of  a  systematic  villain  1 


On  the  return  of  Doctor  Sibthorpe  from 
his  amiable  and  indulgent  family  on  the 
second  evenings  he  was  delighted  and  sur* 
prised  at  the  rapid  progress  his  lovely  pa* 
tient  had  made  towards  recovery ;  she  was 
able  to  receive  him  in  the  parlour;  and 
being,  through  the  assiduity  of  her  nurse's 
daughter,  who  was  an  expert  mantua- 
maker,  arrayed  in  sables,  her  beauteous 
form  and  features,  if  possible,  looked  Riore 
interesting  than  ever !  He  could  not  re- 
frain from  complimenting  her  on  the  oc- 

casion^^ 
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casion^  at  the  same  in&tant  that  he  with  a 
tear  deplored   it;   and   he  received  two 
pearly  drops  in   return— two    more  she 
shed  as  a  tribute  to  her  parent. 

After  a  slight  repast^  the  Doctor  in- 
formed his  patient  that  he  had  received 
Jetters  from  Sir  Bernardine^  expressive  of 
the  most  sincere  regret  at  the  loss  of  so  in- 
estimable a  friend ;  and  deploring  his  own 
unhappy  state^  which^  though  unaccount- 
ed for  by  the  faculty^  was  by  all  allowed 
to  be  so  very  precarious^  as  to  preclude 
him  the  possibility  of  flying  to  console 
the  amiable^  and,  no  doubt,  truly  miser- 
able daughter ;  but  charged  him,  the  Doc* 
tor^  by  every  tie  of  interest^  humanity, 
and  friendship,  to  exert  every  possible  ef- 
fort to  aid  and  console  the  orphan  mourner 
•*-to  spare  no  expence  in  the  funeral  of 
J80  brave  and  virtuous  a  friend  :  and  should 
the  Miyor's  finances  have  left  Miss  Noble- 
ville  in  circutnstances  the  least  embarrass- 
ing, to  hit  on  the  most  delicate  mode  of 
yielding  her  ample  relief  as  speedily  as 

possibl?- 
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possible.  The  latter  part  of  the  letter 
Doctor  Sibthorpc  would  not  have  commu- 
nicated, had  not  Mi.ss  Xobleville,  to  an 
application  of  the  kind  which  he  had  made 
the  preceding  evening,  positively  assured 
him  that  she  had  more  than  she  could  want^ 
until  her  brother  could  conveniently  come 
over  and  adjust  her  afTairs.  However^  as 
he  was,  in  spite  of  his  recent  prejudices, 
pleased  with  the  unafiectecl  sorrow  and  in- 
terest expressed  in  the  Baronet's  epistle^ 
and  could  not  help  admiring  at  the  deli- 
cacy of  his  solicitations  relative  to  the 
convenience  of  bis  friend's  disconsolate 
daughter,  he  laid  the  whole  of  the  letter 
before  her;  to  which  was  added,  a  post- 
script, evidently  written  at  the  lady»  and 
received  as  such.  It  repeated  fhis  sortow 
at  the  loss  of  her  worthy  parent,  his  inva* 
luable  friend  !-^his  vexation  that  he.could 
not  fly  to  see  the  much-honoured  remait^t 
deposited  in  the  vault  of  the  Hrccory  fa- 
mily ;  and  solemnly  proclaimed  his  deter- 
mination to  prove  "  a  parent  and  guardian 

to 
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<o  a  lady  so  amiably  dutiful^  and  so  con- 
spicuously, good ;" — presented  Lady  Hic- 
cory's  most  ferveiit  condolences^  and  long- 
ing anxiety  to  sooth  her  griefs;  and  hoped 
that,  in  the  course  of  a  month,  they  would 
be  allowed  to  return  to  the  Hall.  ^'  And 
now,  my  dear  young  lady/'  said  the  Doc- 
tor, "  will  you  pardon  me,  if  I  ask  you 
what  you  think  of  the  letter,  and  what  re- 
turn I  am  to  make  to  the  Baronet  ?" 

Miss  Nobleville,  whose  countenance  was 
ever  the  unerring  index  of  her  heart,  re- 
plied without  the  smallest  hesitation  — 
'^  Why,  really,  my  good  Sir^  I  am  pleased 
i^'ith  Sir  Bernardine's  expressions  of  sor- 
row at  the  decease  of  my  dear  parent, 
because  they  appear  unfeigned,  as  well 
as  at  the  compliment  he  intended  to  the 
corpse.  Nor  can  I  help  admiring  at  his 
delicacy,  in  so  warmly  recommending  your 
attention  to  my  concerns,  without  noticing 
the  sybject  in  the  postscript.  And,  after 
all  my  surmises.  Doctor,  the  same  wine 
which  disagreed   with    my   father   might 

have 


have  caused  Sir  Bernardine's  indisposition. 
Tis  true,  I  have  such  irrefragable  proofs 
of  his  misconduct  to  others,  that  all  esteem 
from  me  must  ever  be  precluded ;  yet.  Hea- 
ven forbid  that  I  should  suspect  a  man  of 
doing  a  murderous  deed,  from  which  he 
could  derive  no  emolument,  and  for  which 
be  could  not  have  received  the  slightest 
provocation:  you  will,  therefore,  be  so 
good  to  make  him  my  sincere  thanks,  both 
for  his  condolences  and  his  offers,  part 
of  which  are  already  rendered  unnecessary, 
as  I  shocild  be  sorry  to  have  the  dear  rf- 
mrnns  disturbed,  through  any  compliment 
which  they  cannot  feel ;  and  the  remain^- 
der  I  have  already  told  you.  Sir,  I  have 
not  the  least  occasion  to  avail  myself  of/' 
— Having  mutually  expressed  their  appro- 
bation of  the  Baronet's  conduct  in  the  in- 
stance immediately  before  them,  and  fer- 
vently wished  that  his  future  behaviour 
might  atone  for  his  past  errors,  the  party 
retired  to  their  chambers. 

If  infinite  pains  in  inditing  a  letter  be 

a  sure 
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a  sure  criteFion  of  its  excellence^  Sir  Ber- 
nardine's  epistle  to  the  Doctor  most  cer- 
tainly.  po&sessed  that  claim;  it  was  the 
production  of  many  a  wearied  effort — the 
iludy  of  a  whole  night — the  amended  copy 
of  a  thirteenth  attempt— it  was  written  in 
a  state  of  perturbation  of  mind  which  he 
had  never  before  experienced ;  for  he  had 
never  before  committed  an  actual  cold- 
blooded murder^  and  his  conscience  told 
Mm  roundly  that  the  Major  owed  his  death 
to  him.  He  knew  perfectly  well,  indeed, 
that  no  suspicion,  nor  any  disagreeable 
consequence,  could  arise,  as  he  had  de- 
stroyed the  bottle ;  the  rupture  of  a  blood* 
vessel,  too,  was  a  tower  of  strength  on  his 
wAe.  Yet  still  the  selF-convicting  monitor 
agitated  his  very  soul,  and  banished  every 
xiea  of  innate  peace. 

In  such  a  situation  it  was  necessary  that 
every  sentence  should  be  doubly  guarded, 
that  not  a  syllable  should  appear  which 
could  be  twisted  or  tortured  to  the  preju- 
dice of  bis  fame  or  his  person.     He  saw  the 

possession 
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possession  of  his  angelic  Fanny  clearly 
%vithin  his  grasp,  and  hailed  the  blissful 
moment  as  not  far  distant;  yet  did  he  not 
dare  to  trust  himself  with  writing  a  letter 
directly  to  her,  lest  his  phrenzy  should 
impel  him  to  expressions  which  might  cre- 
ate alarm ;  he  therefore  determined  to 
content  himself  with  writing  one  letter 
only,  and  that  he  would  address  to  the 
Doctor,  for  two  very  obvious  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  there  would  be  no  danger 
of  the  letter  being  sent  to  any  hot-headed 
brother — and  in  the  next,  by  addressing 
himself  to  the  Doctor,  Ihe  good-natured 
fool  would  be^pleased  with  the  distinction, 
and  shew  the  letter  as  a  voucher  for  the 
honour  conferred  on  hiin  among  his  friends, 
which  would  not  only  enhance  his  fame 
for  humanity  and  benevolence,  but  might 
render  any  future  complaints,  if  made  by 
Fanny,  subject  to  a  charge  of  improba- 
bility and  ingratitude. 

It  was  with  no  small  difficulty  that  the 
Baronet  could  refrain  from  rhapsodies  of 

tenderness^ 
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tenderness^  when  recommending  the  love- 
ly girf  to  the  irtrictest  attention  of  Doc- 
tor Slbthofpe ;  so  that  he  might  not  err 
on  the  sid^to  create  alarm,  he  resolved  to 
prdceaed  In  the  opposite  direction,  and  ad- 
fere  closely  to  the  cahn,  cool,  tepid  lan- 
guage he  at  length  adopted ;  and  which, 
v'hen  completed,  he  could  not  help  curs- 
ing as  a  most  inanimate  and  unmeaning 
scroll.  The  allusion  to  medical  permis- 
sion to  return  to  the  Hall  in  the  course  of 
5^ month,  he  looked  on  as  a  master-stroke 
of  policy;  it  would  for  that  period  divest 
his  angel  of  all  apprehensions  of  his  ap- 
proach, consequently  w^ould  aid  him,  if, 
®n  mature  reflection,  he  should  deem  it 
'^quisite  to  attack  her  by  surprise.  Ikir 
*hat  he  could  live  a  month  without  her! 
impossible !  he  could  as  soon  exist  sq^ 
'^'Jg  without  food.  No,  no  ;  if  he  re- 
strained the  fury  of  his  passion  for  half  the 
^'me,  he  should  do  wonders.  Nor  did  he 
^l^ink  there  could  be  any  danger  in  re- 
turning; for  though  the  Major  might  nor 
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be  the  man  who  actually  shot  at  himj  he 
did  not  doubt  but  he  must  have  been  the 
employer ;  and  as  wretches  of  that  diabO' 
lical  cast  were  not  in  the  habit  of  doing^ 
business  without  fees^  the  death  of  the 
paymaster  would,  of  course,  u«nnerve  the 
assassin. 


CHAP. 


MJCKT    ESCAPES.  IT 


CHAP.  IV. 


Can  fvomaa  derogate  firom  the  exquisite  amiability  of  her  stx, 
by  ndblj  asserting  her  own  personal  safely  when  in  danger  of 
the  basest  of  insults  ? 


Fbom  regularly  supplicating  her  God,  both 
morning  and  evening,  to  grant  her  strength 
of  mind  to  support  herself  in  any  situation 
He  tnight  be  pleased  to  place  her.  Miss 
Nobleville  in  a  few  days  acquired  such  a 
portion  of  boctiiy  renovation  and  mental 
vigour,  that  both. the  Doctor  and  herself 
concluded  she  might  venture  to  dispense 
with  his  future  nocturnal  attendances.  But, 
on  taking  his  leave,  the  good  man  gave 
her  the  most  solemn  assurances  of  flying 

c  2  to 
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to  her  aid  whei^ever  she  reauired  his  assist* 
ancc^  and  promised  to  call  whenever  he 
came  that  wav. 

The  mind  of  the  amiable  orphan  would 
have  attained  all  the  solemn  serenity  her 
situation  could  have  admitted  of^  had  she 
not,  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  week, 
Celt  a  little  surprised  at  not  having  seen  or 
luMrd  from  her  brother.  She  daily  re- 
reived  the  newspapers,  and  seeing  no  nipve"; 
nirnfs  among  the  regiments  on  the  southr 
ern  coast  of  England,  naturally  concluded 
that  he  must  be  still  in  Guernsev,  so  could 
Dot  have  missed  her  letter.  What  cduld 
have  retarded  hrm  ?  Snrely  no  accident-*^ 
no  second  ship\vTeck ! — but  the  weather 
liad  been  so  very  fine,  that  there  coutd  be 
little  fear  of  the  dear  youth  having  expe- 
rienced another  such  disaster. 

On  the  thirteenth  evening  a-fter  the  in- 
terment of  her  father,  the  weather  being 
isomewhat  boisterous^  and  the  night  dark, 
the  anxious  sister  had  sat  up  till  after  teti 
o  clock;  hoping,  as  the  wind  was  fair,  each 

blast 
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blast  that  hurried  tiie  fragrant  air  from  a 
meadow^  in  which  the  haymakers  had  been 
busily  employed  for  the  last  two  days, 
wowld  hasten  the  vessel  towards  the  coast ; 
•ad  she  was  just  thinking  of  paying  her 
ciRtomary  devotions  to  her  God  before 
rfw  retired  to  rest,  when  she  heard  some- 
body ring  zt  the  gate.  Her  heart  palpi- 
tttcd  with  la  pleasing  sorrow — her  eyes 
|Ii«tencd  to  vrelcome  her  brother  to  her 
ite  parent's  cottage.  It  was  a  letter 
brought  by  a  countrym^n^  who  told  Ko*- 
hert  fbat  he  received  it  from  Doctor  Sib- 
Aorpe.  Ttiet  letter  htd  three  eeals,  and 
tOBtiitiod  98  foillowi : — 


^'  BHAK,  GOOD,  AWD  BEATTTIFUX  LADY, 

"  This  letter  comes  from  a  man  who  has 
«dca  you  many  a  lime,  when  you  Httlc 
tboiigbt  of  it — a  man  that  wotild  walk  a 
^ti^fid  i&Ucs  barefoot  to  serve  you — 

c3.  would 
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would  lose  a  hundred  lives,  if  he  had  them, 
to  protect  you — would  suffer  a  tinxusand 
years'  purgatory,  to  promote  your  happi* 
ness ;  and  yet,  as  he  knows  he  can  never 
be  any  thing  to  you  but  a  friend,  be.  is  de- 
termined in  his  heart  to  be  for  ever  a  per- 
fect stranger  to  yon,  though  he'll  ftcrrc 
you  till  death.  Doctor  Stbthorpe  knows 
nothing  of  this  letter,  nor  of  the  hand*' 
writing  neither,  though  I  know  him  to  be 
a  very  good  man.  The  enclosed  bankr 
notes  lean  very  well  spare,-  Miss,  so  don't 
be  afraid  to  make  use  of  them  ;  ihej  never 
ran  come  to  my  hands  again,  because  jou 
don't  know  who  to  send  them  to,  ami  k 
would  be  a  pity  to  burn  them  ;  besides,  as 
trfivelling  is  terribly  expensive,  and  as  I 
understand  that  your  brave  and  honoured 
father  I  ad  not  a  oreat  deal  of  monevr  to 
spare,  twenty-five  pounds  may  help  to 
pay  turnpikes;  for,  as  sure  as  eggs  be 
eggs,  the  people  at  the  Hall  be  coming 
home  privately,  and  in  a  hurry  too ;  and 
I      '  there 
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there  is  mischief  hatching  against  you,  no 
doubt    Your's,  as  long  as  I  live, 

"Tom  TnusTY." 


The  tetter  kept    the    wonder-stricken 
Ifanny  up  till  midnight;  she  perused  it, 
«nd  re-perused  it ;  examined  the  five  bank- 
Rotei  of  five  pounds  each,  which  were  cu- 
I'iouily  folded  up  in  it;  and  finding  it  in 
vain  to  attempt  divining  from  whom  the 
letter  came,  or  to  whom  she  could  return 
t^  notes,  which  she  really  did  net  want, 
ihe  blessed  her  God  for  raising  her  up  so 
disinterested  a  friend,,  who,  though  he  re- 
solved to  remain  personally  a  stranjjer  to 
her,  had  solemnly  pledged  himself  to  pro- 
tect her  as  long  as  he  should  live  !     Then 
ventured    to  bless  the  guardian   stranger 
also;  and  committing  herself  to  her  pil* 
low,  resolved  to  rise  early,  and  deliberate 
on  the  subject  with  a  mind  somewhat  less 
confused. 

c  4  Whilst 
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Whilst  at  breakfast  the  next  morning, 
the  niystcrivjiis  letter  lay  on  the  table  be,- 
fore  her.  She  reflected  on  the  valuable 
{^resent  it  contained,  on  the  hand-writing, 
on  the  inditing,  and  on  the  subject  of  it, 
bi!t  In  vain.  At  length  her  mind  rested 
on  the  last  sentence  of  it,  and  she  cOuId 
iu:t  help  yielding  faith  in  the  wrilef; 
Ihouirb  she  could  not  divhie  in  what  nutti- 
r.cr,  and  to  whaf  purpose^  mischief  coukl 
be.  hatching  against  her.  She  had  never 
ofiended  Sir  Bernardine,  but  had  been  mMt 
grossly  oflTeiided  by  him;  and  that  he 
Kiiould  harbour  any  designs  against  h^r 
person,  after  her  ircatnunt  qf  him,  and  this 
M>lemn  threat  ^he  h^d  made  in  his.  pre* 
Kctice,  was  a  stretch  of  pcrversioJi  which 
she  could  form  no  conception  of.  She 
•cerliiinly  thought  it  possible  for  one  per* 
son  to  retain  a  portion  of  respect  for  ano- 
ther, after  having  materially  injured  him 
^'in  a  phrenzy  of  passion,  or  having  been 
materially  injured  by  him,  for  she  herself 
was  a  proof  in    one   instance.     She   still 

thought 
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■  fhong^f  Sir  Bernardine,    in  address  and 
tbnvfreafion,  one  of  the  most  interesting 
men  existing  ,•  but,  tniich  as  she  had  pitied 
and  admired  him,  she  should  detest  her- 
self, could  she  condescend  for  a  moment 
to  listen   even  to  honourable   overtures, 
vera  it  m  hfs  power  to  make  them.     No ;. 
he  had    grossly  injured    her,    and    then 
tboiigtither  capable  of  submitting  to  such 
^ile  Hsage.    It  was  her  head  only,  she  was 
convinced,  which  had  been    the  dupe  of 
Jj«  insidious  qnalificalions;  her  heart  she 
^sted  had  been  wholly  influenced  by  pity 
•"-^heliad  always  thought  so,  and  she  flat- 
tered  herself  that  she  then  felt  so ;  at  all 
^ents,  it  would    be  prudent  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  worst   that  anight  happen. 
She  was  not   apprehensive   of  any   very 
serious  mischief,  but  policy,  as  well  as  pru- 
dence, required  she  should  be  found  on 
ier  guard.     *^  She  was  the  daughter  of  a 
soldier,  a  brave,  a  gallant  soldier !"  (and 
her  eyes  glistened  with  tears  as  the  idea 
'floated  o'er  her  memory);  and  severe  as 

c  5,  was. 
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was  the  ridicule  generally  attached  to  those 
females  who  dared  to  defend  their  own 
honour  against  an  impious  seducer,  she 
could  not  help  thinking  that  Nature  autbo- 
•  rised  it,  and  that  Nature's  God  would  ap- 
prove it,  and  aid  her  humble  efforts.  She 
instantly  rose  up,  went  \o  the  scrutoire> 
and  took  from  thence  a  small  dagger, 
(superbly  mounted),  which  her  dear  pa- 
rent had  received,  as  a  token  of  gratitude 
and  friendship,  on  rendering  an  essential 
service  to  an  Italian  prince;  and  which' 
the  ever-to-be  revered  and  lamented  hero 
had  presented  to  her  the  very  day  after 
they  came  to  reside  at  tl^  Cottage,  saying, 
with  a  solemnity  unusual  on  such  occar 
sions — "  Fanny,  my  love,  this  dagger  I 
give  to  you  ;  may  you  never  be  rejquired 
to  use  it  in  your  defence !  But  should 
honour  command  you  to  strike  some  ruf- 
fian^ who  may  dare  to  assault  you,  think . 
of  your  father,  and  be  your  arm  doubly 
invigorated !"  Slie  kissed  the  glittering 
gift,  and  placed  it  in  her  pocket.     *'  Its 

burthea 
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frorthen  cannot  much  inconvenience  me^'" 
she  said ;  "  its  presence  may  prove  va- 
luable;" and  loaking  towards  Heaven 
with  a  supplicating  eye,  she  cried — ''  O 
God  !  do  thou  direct  me  \ — do  thou,  in 
thy  infinite  goodness  and  wisdom,  gra- 
ciously support  me  !— -thou  art  the  God  of 
the  fatherless  r* 


c  6  CHAP^ 
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That  vapouring  heroism^  deemed  so  requisite  by  the  fair  $cm  to- 
intimidate  fools,  is  by  no  means  Recessary  oa  serious  occa- 
sions to  damp  a  ruffiao's  ardour. 


Wkilrt  Miss  Nobleville  was  at  breakfast 
the  following  morning,  and  again  survey-- 
i»g  the  mysterious  letter,  as  also  the  backs 
of  the  bank-notes,  to  see  if  she  could  dis- 
cover any  names  on  them  which  might* 
lead  to  a  discovery  of  the  author,  she 
beard  a  child  cry  vibtently ;  and  looking 
from  the  window,  observed  TJieophiluSj 
the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Bernardine,  dragging 
his  brother  Charles,  a  child  not  four  years 
eld,  who,  it  seems^  had  been  pushed  down: 

by 
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by  accident,  and  would  not  walk  any  fur- 
ther. Fanny  was  fond  of  rhikhcn,  nnd 
had  often  admired  the  elder  bov  for  his 
shrewdness  and  drollery,  when  hh>  papa 
vas absent,  and  her  Ladyship  enroiiraged 
fcim.  She  ran  to  the  gate,  and  brougftt 
them  into  the  Cottage,  when,  jru  kig  them 
some  cake,  the  children  soon  became  re- 
conciled and  cheerful ;  though  the  eld^r 
did  not  seem  either  so  droll,  or  so  coin- 

«Hinicative,   as.  she  had   alrcndv  t>>q9x\  him, 

_  IF 

>^'Wch  she  naturally  attributed  to  being  iii . 
a  strange  place. 

Such  an    opportonity  of  obtaining  in- 
telligence, which  might  be  intfresting  fo' 
fcer,  was  too  valuable,  she  tbuught,  to  lo 
thrown  away  ;  it  was  her  dirty  to  avail  her- 
self of  it.     Consequently,  she  very  soon 
piit  some  questions  to  Theophilus  rrTarire 
to  the  famiiy,  that,  though  answered  shily, 
ict  her  mind  perfectly  at  rest.     She  learnt 
that  the  family  were  not  expected  home 
for  a  fortnight,  by  which  time  Sfr'Bernar- 
dine  thought  he  should  be  able.  tt>  travel 

without 
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without  much  inconvenience;  bj  whicd 
time  she  \vns  confident  her  brother  could 
not  Fail  to  arrive. 

After  the  children  had  rested  thcmselvesr 
about  an  hour,  and  Miss  Nobleviile  had 
prevailed  on  Thcophilus  not  to  think  of 
%valking  any  further  on  so  warm  a  day, 
(for  he  had  informed  her  that  they  stole 
out  for  the  purpose  of  looking  at  a  fa- 
vourite ponoy,  which  was  in  some  marshes 
near  the  cliff),  they,  th-erefore,  prepared 
to  return  home,  when  the  elder  shrewdly 
obsen^ed,  that  as  Charles  seemed  to  have 
taken  a  liking  to  her,  if  she  w*ouId  be  so 
kind  to  walk  a  little  way  with  them,  he 
should  be  able  to  get  his  brother  home 
without  any  more  crying.     To  such  a  re- 
quest, the  day  so  very  fine,  and  the  walk 
.so  very  private,  Fanny  did  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  comply,  but  putting  on  her 
hat,  and  throwing  a  shawl  round  her,  she- 
attended  them  immediately. 

On  entering  the  valley,  the  lovely  rf- 
cluse  shuddered  at  the  sight  of  the  temple 

an 
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and  the  tears  would  start  on  recollection 
of  the  shameful  treatment  she  had  there 
sosfaJDCjd.  Yet  could  she  not  help  wish- 
ing to  enter  it  at  such  a  juncture^  that  she 
might  see  if  it  contained  any  remains  ot 
the  deleterious  potions,  which  she  was 
<:onfideQt  hail  been  administered  both  to 
her  and  her  parent.  On  approaching  the 
fatal  place^  she  asked  the  child  if  it  was 
open? 

"No/'  said  he;  ''but  I  have  got  the 
ley  in  my  pocket,  and  was  going  to  call 
for  a  book  of  prints  that  I  left  there  ihc 
other  day;  if  you  would  like  to  look  a; 
the  place,  yojii  may  take  the  key,  and  brin^^ 
the  book  back  with  you,  while  we  gr 
gently  on;  it  lies  upon  the  table." 

Such  an  oiTer  was  so  exceedingly  pat  to 
the  purpose,  that  Miss  Nobleville  coulci 
not  resist  the  temptation.  She  took  the 
key,  told  them  to  walk  slowly,  and  pro- 
mised to  follow  immediately.  She  opened 
the  door — entered  the  dreadful  room — 
looked  on  the  table — heard  the  door  shut — 

m 

and 
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and  turning  round,  W2»  caught  ih  the  arms 
of  Sir  Bernardine!  Horridly  alarmed- at 
SO  unexpected  a  rencontre,  her  recollec?- 
tion  did  not  foi^ake  her;  ^he  instantly  saw- 
through  the  snare  which  had  been  laid  for 
hcT,  and  vehemently  censured  the  Baro- 
net, for  daring  to  initiate  an  innocent 
child  in  the  wiles  oF  duplicity  and  in- 
famy. 

The  amorous  captor  was  too  intently  oc- 
cupied in  dcvourinjf  the  lady's  beauties 
Kith  his  eyes,  to  listen  to  her  iipbraidings. 
lie  forcitly  seated  her  on  the  large  sofa— ^ 
threw  himself  on  his  knees  before  her— 
swore  eternal  fidelity  to  her  person^,  and 
obedience  to  her  will — solemnly  averred 
that  his  soul  wijs  so  rivelted  to  her,  as  td- 
render  him  incapable  of  existing  without 
her — and  that  should  destruction  fell  on 
lum^  and  all  his  house,  he  was  determined 
to  possess,  to  live,  to  die  with  her,  and 
her  alone.  Finding  the  ^only  return  to 
his  rhapsody  a  contemptuous  silence,  and 
a   look  of  ineffafble  disdain,  his   p?.ssion^ 

became 
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became  uncontrpulable.^    The  struggling 
beauty  shrieked    for  assistance,    and   far 
some  moments  repelled  his  rude  nssaults ; 
vrhcn   nearly    overpowered,    the    dagger 
luckily  recurred  to.  her  memory — ^'  Stop, 
wretch !"  she  cried,  '^  until  I  shew  you  a 
present  from  my  fatlier !" 
:    Catching  a  ray  of  hope  from  such  a  call 
to  parley,  the   furious   inamorato  ceased 
his  efforts,   in  eager  expectation    of  the 
yielding  fair  consenting  to  be  bis.     The 
indignant  Fantiy  put  :her  trembling  hand 
into  her  pocket,  drew  forth  the  dagger, 
aad  starting  up  stVuck rat  the  Baronet,  Who, 
throwipg  up  his  arm,   received  lh<^  blow 
between  the  wrist  and  the  elbow;  but  the 
point  glancing  between  the  coat  and  the 
•kin,  the  wound  was  very  slight.     Deter- 
mined  to  conquer   or  to   fall,  she  made 
another  blow,  from  which  he  started  some 
distauce.     "  Monster!"  she  cried,  ^''  if  vou 
knew  how  I  despised  you,  you  would  hate 
youreelf  for  your  infernal  conduct  {  Stand 
ofT,    thou    ravishcr   of    the    mimic-doad ! 

thou 
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thou  miirdcrer  of  my  father !  Ha  t  does 
It  touch  yoa,  villain!''-  (And  she  caif- 
tiously  retreated  towards  the  door.)  "  Did 
you  dare  to  Hatter  yourself  that  the  daugh- 
ter of  Major  Noblevi?lc  would  tamely 
submit  to  loathed  contamination  ?  Stand 
ofT!  Stir  hilt  a  %tcp  towardji  me,  and^  so 
help  my  arm,  good  Heaven  t  I  %tfike  not 
again  in  vain  I"  Then  opening  the  door, 
she  walked,  with  firm,  collected  step,  to* 
wards  the  Cottage,  keeping  the  dagger  Ktill 
in  her  hand,  covered  with  ber  bandker* 
chief, 

Thundersfruck  at  a  demeanour  to  in* 
trepid,  the  Baronet  gazed  with  astonnb* 
mcnr  after  Miss  Nobleville,  but  stirred 
not  a  step  to  provoke  her  desperate  ven- 
geance until  she  had  left  the  temple. 
Then,  indeed,  he  ventured  to  the  door, 
but  could  not  help  admiring  at  her  cursed 
determination,  ami  vented  a  thousand  exe- 
crations on  himself,  for  stupidly  listen* 
ing  to  her  damned  designing  parlejj,  and 
thcughtlessly    relinquishing    the   gloriouJi 

opportunity 
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opporfunify  of  sehsin^  all  the  sweefs  her 
blissful  form  possessed,  and  which,  had  he 
hut  happily    achieved^    »he    wouU  have 
fhanktd  him  for  eryoying,     •'  Buf  curse  or> 
the  polrroon/'  said  hcj  "  who  would  base- 
ly yield  up  such  a  prize  so  ea?iify  !     No, 
my  Amazonian  angel !— my  lovely  tragic 
queen !  still  will  I  puntie  thee — fttUl  con-- 
▼ince  thee  that  I  deserve  thy  love,  by  the 
ardour  of  my  perseverance^  in  spite  of 
danger,  even  of  death  itself!     Nor  will  J, 
haughty  fair  one,  mince  the  means  to  force 
tby  stubborn  beauties  to  my  will,  depend 
on  it/'    Then  locking  the  door,  he  re- 
tomed  to  the  Hall,  ruminating  on  the  dis* 
gnur^fu^  wound  he  had  received,  and  plot- 
ting future  schemes  for  aflferting  the  dc- 
•truction  of  an  innocent  young  creature, 
TAo  would  injure  no  pue  !       ■ 
•  By  the  time  he  had  changed  his  coat, 
and  bathed   his  ann  with  some  balsam  of 
Tolu,  the  carriage  arrived  with.  Lady  Hie- 
Cory,    whom  he  had   left  t!ie    preceding 
evening  at  an  inn  thirty  miles  distant  from 

the 
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the  Ilall^  arid  had  posted  forward  by  biiii«« 
self^  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  some 
attempt  to  secure  the  good  graces  of  hist 
adorublc,  before  her  Ladyship's  arrival.  But 
a1thou;;h  he  torlured  his  invention  dmring 
the  Avhole  of  his  journey^  his  mind  wad 
lull  as  unsettled  relative  to  the  mode  of 
attack  as  when  he  set  out ;  and  it  was  not 
until  Theophilus  happened  to  cross-  him 
on  coming  down  stnirs»  that  ihe  idea  of 
such  a  Mercury  su^ested  itself.  He  or<« 
dered  the  child  to  attend  him  at  break- 
fast; where>  ha\4ng  given  him  the  neces^ 
sary  instnictions,  and  prbraised  to  make 
him  a  present  of  the  poney^  if  he  succeeded^ 
he  was  so  highly  delighted  at  the  adroit^ 
ness  of  the  boy,  on  rehearsing  the  bu^ 
siness  before  him,  that  he  fearlessly  dis-» 
patched  him  on  so  important  an  errand  ( 
and  we  have  seen  how  acutely  the  little 
urchirt  performed  the  part  allotted  him, 
a<^d  hqw  completely  be  succeeded. 


CHAP. 
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'  H>W:looihifl{  it  ,k  to'  the  lin)i«]c  mt«|i>  «>  ootfmiunicate  a 
Kcret.of  impofftaDce;  to  a,  frictid^   especially  when  seff  fc^ 

n^terially  eoncemed  in  the  advice  which  may  arise  from  such 

•  ■■••".  •    ■  ■■      . 

commnnication  ! 


4      t 


Oh  the .  following,  mornings  after  having 
^n  several  times  diaturbed  duxin^.  the 
Dight  by  alarming  dreams,  the.  nxitural 
tonsequence  of  the  Baronet's  furious  at- 
tack on  nerves  nof '  perfectly  recovered 
from  the  terrible  shock  she  had  so  recent- 
ly sustamed,  a  lettet  xi/as  ferthighttor  Miss 
Nobievillebr  Robert/ tyrho  declared  that 
Jwfsawit  ira  the  melon-frame  iii  fh'e  gar- 
den, when  lie  wias  agoing  to  give  ^saine  air 
'  S  to 
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to  the  plants.  Having  received  the  letter, 
and  given  some  instructions  to  Robert 
about  fruit  after  dinner,  the  young  lady 
looked  at  the  superscription,  and  recog- 
nised Mr.  Trusty*^  hand-writing.  It  was 
addressed — "  To  the  fair  and  good  Miss 
Nobleville,"  "Hum!"  said  she,  to  her- 
self; "  as  to  the  fornier  epithet,  I  am  per- 
fectly indiflTerent  to  it;  but  may  I  justly 
merit  the  latter  while  I  live.  Surely  Mr. 
Trusty  does  not  think  me  so  destitute,  as 
to  send  me  a  further  token  of  his  chari- 
table benevolence !"  And  a  consequent 
twinge,  very  much  resembling  the  pride 
of  family,  shot  through  her  bosom.  Sh6 
broke  the  seal  (there  was  only  onc%  and 
read  as  follows:— 


'^  DGAA,  GOOD,  AND  B£AUTI?UL  LADX,  ..r 

''  As  I  was  obliged  to  go  to 

St.  Ives  the  day  before  yesterds^,  ^Qd  did 

i^t  return  till  late  last  nizht,  it  was  not  in 

.X  my 
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my  power  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
Hall  folks,  or  I  should  have  told  you  that 
the  JBaroaet  came  home  about  eleven 
o'clock  on  the  night  I  was  out,  in  a  post* 
chaise  by  himself,  just  after  the  people; 
were  all  gone  to  bed.  However,  he  soon 
made  shift  \o  rouse  them,  and  didn't  go  to 
bed  till  past  two  o'clock.  What  do  you 
think  of  that.  Miss?  He  could  not  be 
thinking  of  much  good  to  any  body  all 
that  time,  I  fancy  ;  and  I  shouldn't  wonder 
if  he  was  hatching  somewhat  about  you, 
for  depend  upon  it,  he  is  not  a  man  easily 
to  be  baffled  from  his  purposes;  I  know 
it  full  well,  and  so  may-  you,  perhaps; 
though  God  forbid  that  ever  you  should 
know  so  much  of  him  as  I  have  done.  But 
no  matter  for  that — if  I  don't  pay  him  off 
forall  together,  God  Almighty  will.  I  un- 
derstand be  didn't  stir  out  till  near  noon, 
and  then  he  wasn't  out  much  more  than  an 
bour.  But  he  had  little  The,  as  he  calls 
bis  eldest  boy,  with  him  all  breakfast- time, 
and  was  very  kind  to  him,  and  very  busy 

with 
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Vfhh  htm,  a  thing  not  very  commoA  wi<h 
the  vnUiii^  I  assure  you,  and  I  do  not 
quite  like  it.  ShouM  the  little  mmUcaj 
come  fo  vou.  Miss,  take  care  of  him :  I 
know  a  good  deal  about  the  young  rogue, 
rtid  can  safely  swear  he  is  a  chip  of  the  olH 
block,  every  inch  of  him;  all  the  serA-attts' 
begin  to  be  afraid  of  him,  and  not  one  of 
tliera  like  him,  any  more  than  they  do  his 
d— d  father.  Don't  be  angry  with  me. 
Miss,  for  making  use  of  such  qireer  words, 
for  %vhenever  I  think  of  Sir  Pernardime 
Hiccory, I can*t  help  it;  fhey  will  pop  out, 
in  spite  of  my  teeth.  I  forget  to  tell  you 
in  my  last  letter,  that  if  yon  are  resolved 
to  stay  at  the  Cottage  rn  defiance  of  the 
villain,  when  money  runs  a  little  short, 
you  have  only  to  hang  a  white  handker- 
chief out  of  your  chamber- window  two 
evenings  together,  and  it*  shan^t  be  long 
before  you  receive  some  from  one  whoi' 
ever  watches- yoU>'  thougii  he  won't  be 
known,  afs  I  said  before;         Tom  Trctsty." 


I  m 
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'•'Who  can  this  Mr.  Trusty  be  ?"  thought 
Fanny;  "that  he  k  well  acquainted  with 
the  Hall  folks,  as  he  calls  them,  is  cvidcnJ  ; 
that.heis  irx  habits  of  intimncy  with  scnic 
of  the  family,  from  whom  he  obtains  the 
earliest  and    most  authentic    intclligcnrc, 
and  that  he  has  been  injured  by  Sir  Ber- 
Dardine,    and   is    not  a   little    inveterate 
against  him,  are  equally   evident.     What 
can  ail  Dr.    Sibthorpe  ?     Heaven    forbid 
that  the  good  man  should  be  unwell  !     It 
is  now  three  days  since  I  have  see:i  him. 
He  might,   notwithstanding  the  assurance 
in  the  former  letter,  assist  in   develooins: 
the  author  of  it,  if  it  be  not  himself/' 
For  it  had  possessed  her  imagination,   that 
none  in  that  neighbourhood  but  the  Doc- 
tor could   feel  so  benignly  influenced  in 
her  behalf;  and  that  the  assertions  about 
love,  Qtnd  such  nonsense,  were  merely  in- 
serted as  tubs  to  the  xvhalc..    "Ha!  here 
comes  the  very  man  !     Whatever  may  be 
the  consequence,  I  am  determined  to  shew 
him  the  letters." 
VOL.  u.        .  D  ■  The 


The  Doctor  entered, 

AFter  the'usual  questions  relative  to  the 
health  of  his  charming  patient,  the  an^* 
swers  to  which  were  highly  satisfactory, 
the  conversation  became  interesting. 

The  Doctor  informed  the  lady  that  he 
came  immediately  from  the  Hall,  where  be 
had  been  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  en* 
gaged  with  Sir  Bemardine  and  Lady  Hie* 
cory,  who  were  returned  from  Bath.  Tbat^ 
to  all  appearance,  the  Baronet  was  per- 
fectly recovered ;  but  as  to  disposition, 
that,  indeed,  seemed  not  a  little  pervert- 
ed, for  he  had  declaimed  against  both  her 
and  her  father,  with  a  virulence  which  not 
only  surprised  him,  but  rendered  him  by 
no  means  desirous  of  longer  listening  to 
his  philippics,  as  mad  as  unmeaning.  H^ 
therefore  hastened  his  departure  from 
thence,  that  he  might  enjoy  a  conversation, 
in  which  no  malevolent  rancour  would  be 
intermixed. 

The  licensed  lady  could  not  restrain 
her  tears  at  the  information  of  the  ri(f- 

fim 
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S^n  having  dared  to  inveigh  against  the 
toietiiory  oF  Ker  departed  parent.  Her 
check  glowed  with  resentment,  and  she 
tittemi  sdm^  reflections  on  the  conduct  of 
Yhetrlducef,  mtich  iriclining  to  intern pe- 
nxt,  whicli  rouiied  the  Doctor's  curiosity 
itt  ito  triflftig  degree.  iSooA,  however,  re- 
collectidg  her^eTf^  she  assumed  composure, 
ftnd  turning  the  conversation  to  the  t\x\y- 
ject  dppermost  in  her  mind,  she  requested 
W  g^od  friend  to  indulge  the  first  mys« 
letiotis epistle  with  an  attentive  perusal; 
^ind  she  resolved  to  observe  him  attentive- 
ly while  he  perused  it. 

''Not  guilty,  upon  my  honour!*'  said 
the  Doctor,  rcturnitig  the  paper;  '*  thotigh 
1  fancy,  by  your  scrutinizing  look  while 
1  Was  perusing  the  curious  letter,  you  ler 
veiled  some  suspicions  at  tne;  nor  do  I 
Itnow  the  hand,  nor  can  1  possibly  con- 
ceive from  whom  it  came.  However,  as 
the  honest  and  ardent  simplicity  will  not 
wffer  ybii  to  thitik  the  writer  can  be  your 

r>  2  enemy. 
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enemy,  even  let  him  remain  quietly       "^ 
creted  under   his  veil   of    mystery. 
Miss  Nobleville;  after   the   offer  I  m 
you,  from  the  pure  principles  of  my 
and   the  answer  I   received;  I  trust,  fr 
the  pure  principles  of  your's,   I  certai 
should  not  have  deemed  it  necessary, 
'Soon  at  least,  to  have  forced  such  aid  up^ 
you." 

''  Well,  but  my  good  Doctor,  as  y 
see  I  have  such  a  treasure,  and  may  ha  ^^ 
more  whenever  I  require,  suffer  me  to  a^ 
what  I  am  indebted  to  you  ?"  and  $>he  ga^ 
the  second  letter. 

^'  My  dear  young  lady,  suffer  metp 
assure  you  that  I  am,  and  I  hope  I  ev^r 
shall  be,  as  ardent  an  admirer  of  your  vir- 
tues, as  Mr.  Tom  Trusty,  or  any  man  oa 
earth  can  be,  though  I  do  not  mean  to 
content  myself  with  remaining  a  strangefi 
unless  you  repeat  such  question  to  me; 
then,  indeed,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  feel 
myself  indirectly    required   to    drop   the 

friend 


rUCKY    ESCAPES.  63 

ftentfwhen  I  again  visit  Ihe  Cottage,  and 
Content  myself  with  my  professional  cha- 
^cf€r  only/' 

The' grateful  beauty  pressed  his  hand, 
*nd  dropped  a  tear  upon  it.     He  looked 
^t  Ihe  tear,  looked  at  the  lady,  sighed,  aiid 
looked  at  the  letter. 

''  He  seems  to  be  pretty  conversant  in 

<l^c  transactions  of  the  family  ;  nor  is  he, 

^       begin    to  suspect,    less  accurately   ac- 

^\:iainted  with  the  dispositions  of  some  of 

^V^em,  and  from  that  infallible  test,   expe- 

*'icnce.     He  now  and  then  levels  a  kind 

^f  hint  at  you  too.  Miss,  as  if  he  appre-' 

nended  that  you  had  been  a  fellow-suf- 

wr.     If  I  had  been  long  enough  known 

^0  yon,  to   have   given  sufficient  proofs 

of  the  sincerity   of  my   esteem,  I  would 

venture    to  say,    I  hope  there   cannot,  I 

iWnk  there  cannot  be  any  foundation  for 

them?" 

A  question,  or  rather  a  kind  of  half 
question,  put  with  such  apparent  sincerity 
Bnd  friendship,  and  an  opportunity  so  cri- 

D  3  tically 
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ficftlly  ftvoural>l(^  for  not  gqly  wnbgrthQ^- 
jng  her  bosom  of  9  Jo^^l  $0  pppri^ssive,^ 

but  for  obtaining  advice  on  the  di$a$trpu^ 
siibject,  >v^  jrri?$istible.  She  threv  her 
handkerchief  Q\^r  her  fgce,  buWt  intft 
tears^  9nd  gave  the  Poctor  ^n  h^tprjic^l 
detail  of  the  Baronet's  conduct^  from  the 
first  visit  of  her  dear  parent  and  herseli[at 
the  Hallj  evei)  to  the  dagger  scene  of  the 
precediQi;  day,  Nor  did  she  sp^re  to  I^sh 
li^ri^lf  for  her  ridiculous  wapt  of.  prccau* 
tion^  or  to.  deplore  the  strange  infajuatioi^ 
of  her  poor  de^r  father,  in  suflfering  him- 
^If  and  her  to  be^ocoinpletdy  aiid  so  re- 

P€^te41y  hood vy inked. 

Jhe  tale  took  some  time  in  relating^  aa 
the  credulous  fair  was  frequently  oblige^ 
to  br^ak  off  with  excess  of  grief;  aad 
more  than  once  was  she  compelled  tOi 
pgi^ise,  whilst  the  Doctor  vented  his  cholei;^ 
in  stalking  round  the  parlour,  and  calling 
on  He^ivGn  to  punish  the  mgnstcr  fpr  hisL 
infernal  conduct.  Having  at  length  con- 
cluded her  story,  and  answered  some  inte-^ 

resting; 
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resting  interrogations^  she  was  most  ^varm- 
iy  compliinented  on  the  fortitude  she  ha<£ 
eTToced  on  all  her  arduous  trials.  Her 
tscape  from  such  a  villain^  he  assured  her, 
was  truly  providential;  and  placing  hi& 
hand  apon  his  breast — ''  So  help  me.  Hea- 
ven!  as  I  speak  tie  genuine  dictates-^of  my 
loul,  Miss  Nobleville,"  he  said,  "  in  every 
tansactiori  related  by  yt>u«  though  in  some 
there  may  appear  a  vein  of  indulgence 
Bering  ott  inadvertency,  I  see  not  ^ 
Mgle  trait  m  the  least  degree  diverging 
from  the  pure  path  of  innocence.  Norj 
Mfier  me  solemnly  again  to  assure  you» 
do  I  think  your  person  less  pure  than  yotir 
ffdnd;  though,  in  that  respect,  I  will  agai» 
J'cpeat,  your  escape  was  truly  miraculous, 
I  must  now  conclude  my  present  visit, 
l^ut  will  call  on<  you  again  the  very  first 
opportunity.  In  the  mean  time,  permit 
ine  to  advise  you,  be  on  your  guard,  and 
do  not  venture  out  without  Robert  as 
your  attendant,  with  a  good  stick  and  a 
loaded  pistol.     And  never  forget,  should 

D  4  you 
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Toii  deem  the  Cottacre  unsafe,  mv  hov^ 
^ill  be  honoured  by  yonr  presence  tf 
your  brother  arrives,,  nnd  my  family  \ 
happy  in  your  ^company.  Do  "hot  Stan 
upon  ceremony,  nor  writ  to  give  us  ni 
tice  of  yonr  intention." — Then  shakir 
her  pretty  hand,  and  bidding  her  keep  \ 
her  spirits,  for  that,  ^vith  the  assistance 
Heaven/ courage  like  her's  wotild  not! 
easily  conquered,  he  took  up  his  hat,  ieu 
left  the  grateful  Fanny  truly  delighted  th 
she  could  call  such  a  man  her  frieiid;  ai 
that  he  had  assured  her  of  having  escapi 
the  dark,  deleterious  designs  of  the  v 
lainous  Baronet. 


CHA 
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CHAP.  VH. 


"^e  bravery  does  not  consist  in  indiscriminately  &ciog  cfery  . 
^^'^i  so  much    as  in  nobly  meeting  those  which  appear 
^^"'voidible,  and  dexterously  masking  those  which  do  not* 

^^ng  the  three  following  days,  nothing 
material  occurred  to  the  cautious  fair  one, 
sordid  her  brother  arrive,  which  began 
^®  make  her  very  uneasy-.     About  the  mid- 
^^fiof  the  third  night,  th^  dog  became  very 
troublesome„*and  often   barked  violently 
for  nearly  an  hour.     In  the  morning  Ro- 
bert found  him  dead,  without  any  evident 
marks  of  violence,   only  prodigiously  in- 
flated.    As  the  poor  animal  had  long  been 
a  constant  traveller  with  her  dear  departed 

D  5  father. 
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firther^  and  was  a  most  deserving  favou- 
lite^  Miss  Nobleville  could  not  help  shed- 
ding teart  at  lus  sudden  ej^lt^  far  the  faithful 
creature  appeared  perfectly  well  over  night. 
Kor  was  she  a  little  anxious  to  know  the 
cause  of  his  sudden  dissolution  >  so  de-^ 
sired  Robert  to  vequQ^t  the  farrier  of  the 
village  to  come  over  and  inspect  him—-* 
sending  a  note  to  Doctor  Sibthorpe  at  the 
same  fime>  informing  him  of  the  strange 
occurrence. 

The  Doctor  returned  for  answer^  that 
he  could  not  possibly  be  at  the  Cottage 
bef!$Bt  five  o'clock,  but  would  then  bring 
the  farrier  with  him.  About  iwo^  how- 
ever, the  farrier's  attendance  was  rendered 
unnecessai^y^  by  th«  receipt  of  the  follow- 
jRg  letter^  tbougl^  the  presence  of  the. 
Itoctor  was  the  more  eagerly  expected. 
The  bell  was  rung,  and  the  letter  thrown 
over  the  gate.  She  hastily  opened  it,  and 
saw  t^e  usual  commencement. 


*'  DEAR, 


''So  fhiry  ll^e  pdisontdT 
poor  Cmsit,  as  they  did  somebody  elscf^ 
mayhup ;  for  I  know  the  viltaift  bad  poison 
ift  the  temple, .  smd  I  lino w  who  iifem  alL* 
the  way  to  Ffeliribmh  to  get  it  for  bim. 
But  I  have  solerobly  promised  to  reveal- 
no  Tiarifies,  soyoli  mustRot  cipect  me  to 
break  my  word;  for  if  F  break  it  to  one, 
you  know,   why  I  may  to  another,  and 
then  yow  may  look  on  what  I  say  as  a  mere 
n</thing.    But  I  do  say,  and  I  do  swear, 
that tke  very  man  who/ftefti  the  p6is6n,  as* 
Isaid  before,  told  me,  not  an  hour  ago, 
that  he  had  poisoned  Csssar  last  night,  by 
desire  of  the  viilain.  Sir  Bcrnardine  Hic- 
kory,   God  forgive  me  V  I  was  going  to  ■ 
•wear  terribly.     Bii t„ curse  bim:!  whenever* 
I  fe'nk  of  his  villainies,  Ican't  help  swear- 
ing.    Howsomever,.  as  I  was  saying,  the- 
man,  who,  by-the-bye,  fe  as  big  aF  rascal 
as  his  master>  thoogh  he  is  short  of  means 
to  shew  rt,  told  me,    that   some  people 
fiavc,  for  the  last  three  days,  been  as  busy 
•  d6  as. 
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as  lees  in  fitting  up  the  cottage  in  the  up^ 
per  grove;  you    may   know   it,   mayhap. 
Miss — and  that  he  and  his  wife,  a  bitter 
old  devil  as  ever  lived,  are  to  have  it  rent- 
free,  and  ten  shillings  a-week  besides,. only 
for  keeping  a  young  woman  that  he  is  to- 
bring  there,  in  a  few  days^  in  one  of  the 
chambei's  for  a  month  or  two^  who,,  the 
cursed  Baronet  told  him,  is  a  little  beside 
herself;  and   whenever  any  stranger  calls. 
to  see  her,  she  makes  a  terrible  din  about 
people  coming  to  ravish  her;  though,  as-; 
to  that  part  of  the  business.  Miss,  the  fel- 
low is  mighty  eafsy  about  the  matter,  for  ra- 
vish or  no  ravishj   while  he  can  live  rent- 
free,  nnd  have  ten  shillings  a-week,  it  will: 
be  all  one  to  him.     He  doesn't  know  who 
the  young  woman   is  that  is  to  be  con-  . 
fined,   or   I  am   sure  he  would  have  told 
me ;  for  I  have  helped  him  out  of  many  a. 
scrape,  for  the  sake  of  his  children.     Now, 
clear,  good,  and  beautiful  Lady,   though  I 

don't  think  the   d — d  villain there   it 

is  again  !     Well,  1  can't  help  it,  and  so  you 

must 
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mustforgiye  me;  though  I  don't  think  he 

would  dare  to  be  so  infernally  wicked  as  to 

offer  to  force  you  from  horne^  and  shut  you 

up  there; d-r-  him !  if  he  would,  I  say,  with 

ail  my  sou] !     Yet,  as  soon  as  the  fellow 

told  me  about  Cassar,  I  fancied  I  could  see 

somewhat  of  a  scheme  about  you ;  and  I 

haven't  lost  a  minute  in  telling  you  of  it, 

that  you   may   act    as    you    think    best ; 

though  I  wouldn't  have  you  be  too  much 

ftightened  about  him.  Miss ;  but  it's  as  well 

to  be  upon  the  look-out,  you  know,  foj: 

rU  watch  my   gentleman  pretty  closely; 

and  if  I  find  him,  or  any  body  else,  offer- 

mg  to  get   into    the   Cottage  by   night, 

damme  but    lil   shoot    them    as   dead  as 

mutton.     So  there's  an  end  on't.     Your 

faithful   servant   for   ever,    and  God   Al- 

Mighty  preserve  you  ! 

''  Tom  Trusty." 


Short  as  the  period  was  to  five  o'clock, 
the  .astonished  Fanny  never  experienced 

so 
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SO  much  apprehension  ancT  real  agitttibn ' 
of  mind  in  her  life.     She  dropped  on  her' 
knees^  and  fervently  implored  thcGod'of 
tike   fatherless   to  preserve  her  from  the 
unhallowed   gripe*  of  malicious  ruffians! - 
and  rather  take  her  from  the  world  af  once, 
than  suffer  her  to  come  under  the  Ror- 
rible  coercion  of  the  infernal  Sir  Bernar-- 
dine  \ 

She  ordered  the  poor  anihaal  to  be  bu- 
ried in  a  distant  corner  of  the  meadow,  as^ 
Robert  was  fearful  it  wmtld  burst,  if  kept 
longer — then   dfesired    Reb^ecca    to  secure - 
the -doers  and  the  windows  tiH  the  Doctop 
came.     Bwt,  as  the  sailors  say,  **"  the  ship 
most  wanted  is  always  the  most  astern ;''^ 
so  it  proved  with   tliose  expected.     The* 
fancier  came  about  half  ^zst  fours  and  re- 
ceiving a  dollar  for  hi«  trouble,  was  toldi 
that  the  cause  of  the  dog's  death   had  al- 
ready been  discovered.     The  Doctor  didi 
not  gladden  her  sight  till  pastj/irc?/  an  age 
to  the  harcasscd  mind  of  fanny,  who  burst- 


ing  info  tearsi^  gave  him  the  letter^  but 
w»8  unable  to  speat. 

The  good  man  stiart^d  on  beholding  ter*- 
TOT  so  strongly  depicted  on  her  cotinte^^ 
nance.     '^  Psha  !*'  crried  he,  gently  press- 
mg  her  band ;  '*  why  do  you  give  way  so 
much    to    apprehension  ?      Haven't  you 
God,  Mr. Trusty,  and  your  humble  servant^ 
for  your  friends  ?     And  what  are  a  dozen 
wch  fellows  as  Sir  Bernardine,  to  the  first 
friend  on  your   list?      Hum!*'  perusing 
the  letter,  "  upon  my  word,  this  is  doing- 
business  in- style — this  is  bringing  the  necks 
of  stubborn  girls  to  the  yoke  with  a  ven- 
geance!    I  declare  I  hardly  know  which: 
to  admire  nu)st,  the  Baronet  for  the  race 
of  infamy  he  seems  determined  to  run  at* 
full  speed,  or  honest  Tom^  Trusty  for  his 
dexterity   and   attention-  in    so   minutely 
diviog  intcv  his  purposes.     At  all   events^ 
my  dear  young  friend,    this  part  of  the 
kingdom  does  not  seem  safe  for  y^u  to< 
reside  in  at  present ;  the  Baronet's  power, 
I  firar,  will  prove  an  overmatch  for  us  all. 

My 
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My  advice,  therefore,  is,  that  you  set  out 
for  London  as  early  as  possible.  I  will 
send  you  two  horses,  the  one  for  you,  the 
other  for  Robert,  who  will  see  you  safe  ta 
Plymouth,  where  you  may  take  the  mail* 
cpach  for  London.  My -man  shall  bring 
the  horses  by  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
with  letters  to  a  friend  of  mine  in  town, 
%vho  will  procure  you  comfortable  apart* 
ments  in  some  respectable  house,  where 
you  may  reside  with  safety  till  your  bro- 
ther arrives.  Write  to  him  again  the  mo- 
ment I  leave  you,  as  your  other  letter  may 
probably  have  miscarried.  Write  to  me 
also,  as  soon  as  you  can  inform  me  where 
to  address  you  ;  but  do  not  direct  the  let- 
ter yourself,  lest  your  hand-writing  should 
be  recognized,  and  the  villain  procure,  it. 
Do  not  despair,  my  good  child;  virtue  and 
worth  like  your's  are  the  peculiar  care  of 
Heaven.  I  will  call  at  the  Cottage  every 
npw  and  then,  to  see  that  Robert  and 
Rebecca  want  for  nothing  till  I  hear  from 
you;  by  which  time  I  may,  and  no  doubt 

shall>. 
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shall,  see  your  brother,  when  we  may 
consuh  further  on  the  best  mode  to  pur- 
sue. I  cannot  stay  longer,  my  dear 
friend;  nor  "do  I  think  it  prudent,  as*I 
am  come  from  the  Hafi,  and  may  be 
watched.  May  God  of  his  infinite  good- 
ness preserve  and  btess  you  !"  And  kiss- 
ing the  weepings  fair,  the  worthy  man  de* 
parted,     • 

'  having  given  vent  to*a  flood  of  tears,  at 
the  idea  of  quitting  such  a  friend,  and  » 
residence  which  she  conid  call  her  own, 
^  to  the  situation  of  which  she  was  ex- 
ceedingly partial,  the  unhappy  young  lady 
took  some  coffee  to  compose  her  spirits; 
and  not  knowing  what  might  happen  be* 
fore  she  saw  her  brother,  or  if  ever  she 
^^ght  see  him  again,  she  wrote  a  second 
•^unt  of  her  dear  parent's  decease,  with 
>  circumstantial  account  of  the  Baronet'^ 
induct,  from  their  first  visit  to  the  Hall 
to  the  very  last  letter  of  honest  Mr.  Trusty ; 
^  the  conclusive  advice  of  ©n   Sib- 

thorpe ; 


Ihorpe;  and  to  {acilka^e  its  «xj 
she  resolved  to  take  it  with  hef  to  fly- 
mouthy  and  drop  it  iato '  the  letter-bos 
fcerself.  - 

About  eleven  o'clock  tiie  lovelj  mattrner 
retired,  in  hope  of  repose,  before  a  dzy 
of  great  fatigue ;  and  at  three  the  attenthre 
Bebecca  informed  her  that  breakfast  wa» 
ready.  She  rose  immediately,  took  some 
eofTee,  and  amused  herself  with  givin|^  AU 
vections  to  het  fAitbfiil  servants  how  thejf^ 
should  proceed  dhmng  her  absence.  Tbertt* 
was  a  fiitch  of  teicdn  on  the  rack.,  some 
pickled  pork  in  the  iuK  nearly  a  sack  oF 
Sour  remaining,  and  mdlt  sufficient  for 
two  brewings ;  butter  they  might  make^ 
for  themselves*  9nd  have -some  tc  dispose^ 
oC;  and  as  to  vegetables  and  fruit,  there* 
were  plenty  in  the  gstrden.  She  g.avc  Re- 
becca a- five-pound  note,  and  told  her  sho> 
Yhouglit,  that  with  suoh  stock  ofprovi-; 
sions  and  cash^  they  might  be  able  to. keep- 
koui^  for  a  mQi^th  or  six.  v/ceks  tolerabljr 

wcU ;, 
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welij  loDg  before  which  period  cpncliided^ 
§be  sincerely  hpped  th^y.vould  see  her 

"  lord  bless  and  preserve  you.  Miss  !" 
cried  Rebecca;  "  \yhy  we  could  do  very 
well  for  three  or  four  months  without  a 
shilling.  Besides,  if  we  should  happen 
to  want  a  guinea  or  two  for  anything 
Tcry  particltler,  wc  have  got  it  by  us  al- 
ready;  thanjcs  to  you  and  your  poor  dear 
fetter  that's  gone  to  HeavcB  V 

FwDy,  however,  positively  refused  to 
take  the  money  back  from  the  honest  girl ; 
>nd  the  horses  coming  to  the  back-gate, 
punctual  to  the  hour  appointed,  being 
anxious  to  escape  the  fangs,  of  the  infa- 
"^ous  Baronet,  she  eageifly  mounted  the- 
J^octor's  famous  galloway  ;  and  burthen^ 
^^$  Robert's  horse  with  a  very  small  port- 
^nteau  only,  as  her  worthy  friend  had 
promised  to  send  whatever  she  might  wan  t^ 
^Oenever  she  could  enable  him  where  to 
*^ct  them  to^  she  galloped'  away  at  full 

speed 
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fepeed  for  Plymouth,  frequently  droppings 
d  precious  tear  on  the  dusty  road,  at  the 
thought  of  scenes  she  had  recently  expe- 
rienced, and  those  she  might  have  to  eo-— 
dure. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


It  is  rather  fortunate  for  young  ladies  travelling,  in  some 
compaoieSy  to  have  a  father  or  a  brother  in  the  army. 


Although  it  was  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing before  our  lovely  young  traveller 
reached  Plymouth,  her  first  object,  after 
alighting  from  her  horse,  was  to  walk  to 
the  post-office,  and  drop  in  the  letter. 
On  returning  to  the  inn,  she  was  a  littlc; 
vexed  on  finding  that  the  mail-coach  was 
full;  but  being  informed  that  there  was. 
plenty  of  room  in  the  telegraph,  that  that 
was  much  more  convenient,  and  almost  as 
expeditious  as  the  raail^  and  a  great  deal 

cheaper. 
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cheaper,  (the  landlord,  it  seemed,  was  a 
proprietor  crF  the  telegraph,  but  tiol  a  con- 
tractor for  the  mail)^  she  o'rdered  a  place 
to  be  taken  for  her.  She  then  mad^  aA 
excellent  supper  after  her  lolig  ride;  and 
advising  Robert  to  do  the  sanic>  wi'ote  a 
letter  to  her  good  -friend  Doclol"  Sib* 
thorpe,  containing  the  warmest  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  and  esteem ;  when  pre* 
sentin^g  honest  Robert  with  a  two-pound 
•note,  and  wishing  him  welHill  herretttfrtH 
she  retired  to  her  chamber,  and  enjoyed  ■ 
uninterrupted  repose  until  five  o'clock; 
at  which  hour  the  chambermaid  called  her> 
agreeablt;  to  her  instructions,  that  she 
might  take  some  breakfast  before  she  set 
off  for  the  great  city.  Robert  had  de- 
parted, she  was  informed,  more  thafl  an' 
hour. 

On  entering  the  coach.  Miss  Noblevi  lie 
was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  but  another 
passenger,  and  that  a  female;  for  she  had 
feared  the  seats  might  have  been  octupied' 
by  men,  and  as  she  had  no  protector  with" 

her. 
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her,  and  she  heaved  a  most  impressivi; 
"sigh,  she  might  be  subjected  to  their  im- 
pertinences. Her  companion  appeared 
^0  be  a  motherly  kind  of  Woman>  very  tjsill 
and  stoot,  somewhat  on  the  wrong  side  of 
forty,  and  very  comely.  The  good  lady 
^erysoon  informed  her  lovely  fellow-tra- 
"^dfer,  that  she  was  the  wife  of  a  boatswain 
"of  a  first-rate  ship,  which  was  gone  on  the 
Mediterranean  station ;  and  she  having  only 
*^cn  children,  and  those  all  at  sea,  was 
going  to  spend  a  few  weeks  with  a  rela* 
^on  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

Rnny  listened  to  the  artless  relation  of 
"W  fellow-traveller  with  an  attention  high*^ 
'T  gratifying,  and  conceived  a  veneration 
"^  a  woman  who  had  brought  up  seven 
^ildrcn  to  thie  service  of  their  country. 
Sordid  she  hesitate  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Bow* 
'^  for  that  was  the  person's  name,  that 
^^  Was  the  daughter  of  a  major  in  the 
^^J,  recently  deceased,  and  the  sister  of 
^  officer  then  serving  with  his  regiment ; 
AoDgfa  she  did  not  deeni  It  prud^at  to  en- 
ter 
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ter  into  particulars — -indeed,  what  she  had 
already  091x1  municatcd  had  flattered  th« 
good  woman,  and  created  no  small  degree 
of  respect  for  her  lovely  companion. 

On  returning  from  the  house,  after  re-.  * 
freshing  themselves  at  Blandford,  the  la- 
dies found  two  gentlemen  already  seated, 
in   the  coach;  and   before    they   had.  tra-, 
veiled  half  way   to  Salisbury,    they   were 
completely  tired  of  them.     The  youngest, 
about  eighteen,  named  Cox,  was  an  abso^.. 
lule  coxcomb;  the  other,  called  Burton, 
was  sufficiently  conceited,  but  had  some- 
what of  the  bruin  In  his  composition — he 
seemed  turned  of  twenty.  Both  frequently 
swore  that  the  face  of  Miss  Nobleville  was 
very  familiarto them;  and  insistingon  know- 
in  j;  where  they  had  been  in  her  company,^ 
\youldsoon  have  banished  the  respect  which 
Mrs.  Bov.linc  had  conceived  for  her,  had 
she  not  repeatedly  and  most  solemnly  as- 
sured them,  that   it   was  impossible   they 
could  ever  have  seen  her,  as  she  had  re-  - 
sided    wjlh   her  faihcr,  who  was  recently. 

deceased, 
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deceased,  near  a  small  village  in  Cornwall^ 

ated  never,  but  once  before,  was  in  any 

one  town  between  her  place  of  residence 

and. London.     Still  they  were  convinced 

Aat  die  face  waft  familiar  to  them,  and 

L      would  have  proceeded  to  take  liberties^ 

p     much  agitated  as  the  lovely  creature  was^ 

I      hadnot  Mrs.  Bowline  swore  by  her  Maker, 

that; the  first  villain  who  should 'dare  to 

ioiult  an  unprotected  lady  in  her  com--^ 

pany,  should  have  the  marks  of  her  t^n 

fingers  in  his  faTce ;  ind  she  pulled  off  her 

gloves,  to  convince  them  that  she  would 

stand  to  her  word. 

Though  somewhat  awed  by  the  threat  of 
Mrs.  Bowline,  who  no  doubt  would  have 
carried  aiich  threat  into  executiop^  had 
they  proceeded  in  their  impertinent  ca- 
reer, for  she  seemed  to  have  imbibed  the 
glorious  spirit  of  a  British  seaman,  in  no 
amall  degree^  the  gentlemen  would  often 
swear,  and  by  significant  nods  and  gri-> 
maces,  evince  their  certainty  of  the  young 
lady's  face  being  perfectly  familiar  Xq  them. 

TOL.  II.  £  At 
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At  Itfogth  Mr.  Button  exclaimed-*''  Bjr 
Heaven !  Cox^  it  was  at  Guernsey  that  w# 
must  have  seen  her !" 

Mrs.  Bowline  looked  9(ft  very.earnqiidyivt 
her  young  friend*  as  evidkmtly  to  bcttrayi  n 

dottlK* 

Fanny  observed  ber^  and  inniled^  like 
the  rainbow.  "  If  you  belong  to  Gtiemr 
say,  gentlemen/'  said  she,  "  I  »ay^  per- 
haps^ be  able  to  unr^vfl  the  clue  which  m. 
n^uch  has  puzzled  you.  I  have'  a  brother, 
\yho  is  captain-lieu ten^Q I  -in  a  i^^iaaemt 
stationed  there ;  and  I  have  been  told  that 
there  is  a  very  strong  resemblance bet^ifecn 
ito;  but,  upon  my  honoui^  I  never  was 
there  myself." 

'*  Captain  Noblevillc  of  the  Jbrttf^^lh^ 
by  Heaven ! "  cried  Mr.  Buorton ;  **  yes^j  it 
must  be  him!" 

Both  the  young  gentlemen  instantly  be* 
came  metamorphosed  into  beings  nflect'^ 
ing  to  be  exceedingly  civil  and  polile,  if^ 
they  could  not  he  rational;  They  reite* 
rated  a|K>logiea.  for  thckr  vtrange  tnisiah^ 

which 
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^vhicB  Aey  confessed  had  caused  a  kind  of 

conducf,  that  might  be  deemed  rather  un-- 

wimntableby  the  daughter  of  Major  Ko- 

UeviOe ;  and  seemed  so  very  tender  on  the 

abject,  that  the  heart-revived  Fanny  va$ 

I   tiUiged  to  repeat  her  assurances  both  of 

iwdan  and  oblivion,  before  they  could 

fed  themselves  tolerably  easy.    It  was  not 

sorpming,  indeed,  that  gentlemen  of  such 

Mttip  should  feel  rather  awkward  on  such 

an  occasion,  ais  they  happened  to  be,  the 

^e  junior  lieutenant,  the  other  an  ensign, 

'ft  the  ver^  identical  regiment ;  and  well 

knowing  the  influence,  as  well  as  dispo- 

^tidn  of  Captain  Nobleville,  they  had  am- 

I^c  reasons,  both  personal  and  regimental, 

fot  deprecating  his  displeasure. 

Truly  comforted,  and  somewhat  elated, 
^}  having  escaped  all  danger  of  further 
P^tseciition  from  the  gentlemen,  the  Iovg- 
V  traveller,  who  w^  ever  happier  to  f)ar- 
^on  than  to  censure,  soon  entered  into 
^oitversatioti,  and  learnt,  to  her  astonish 
>^t  as  well  as  joy,  that  her  brother  was 

E  2  actually 
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actually  promoted  to  the  rank  of  fall  cap^ 
tain,  and  still  remained  at  quarters;  tfaat^ 
to  Mr.  Burton's  knowledge^  he  had  written 
to  inform  the  Major  oF  his  promotion ;  and 
so  far  from  having  received  any  lettei:^ 
either  from  the  Major  or  from  Miss^  he 
had  expressed  much  anxiety  at  their  looFg 
silence,  but  two  days  before,  as  on  that 
day,  after  parade,  they  left  Guernsey,  and 
had  come  from, Poole- to  Blandford  in  a 
post-chaise  that  very  momiog.  >    -  : 

From  such  information^  Fanny  readily 
concluded  that  Sir  Bemardine  must  have 
tampered  with  the  post-master  of  the  vil* 
lage,  who  had  probably  dispatched  the  very 
letter  to  Bath.  She,  of  course,  congratu- 
lated herself  on  her  policy  in  taking  the 
last  letter,'  which  contained  the  sable  scroll 

of  all  his  villainies,  to  Plymouth  with  her, 

•  

and  delivering  it  at  the  post-office  herself, 
where  there  could  be  no  fear  of  detention 
or  embezzlement. 

As  the  gentlemen  left  the  coach  at  Bag'- 
shot,  in  order  to  proceed  directly  to  Win4^ 

*>or. 
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lor,  the  ladies  had  an  opportunity  of  en- 
joying an  uninterrupted  conversation  all 
the  way  to  town ;  in  the  course  of  which^ 
Mr.  Bowline  was  not  more  cdpious  than 
sincere  in  her  repeated  declarations  of  re* 
»pect  and  esteem  for  Miss  Nobleville ;  nor 
^ns  that  lady  wholly  silent  on*  her  part; 
•Ike  really  felt  herself  infinitely  obliged  at 
the  noble  spirit  exerted  in  her  behalf;  and 
the  warm  and  unaffected  protestations  of 
the  good  woman  were  highly  gratifying. 
She  repeatedly  apologized^  that  the  critical 
•HuatioD  of  her;  affairs  .conipeUed  her.  to 
obserte  a  sileace/.  in,  mainy  instances;  r^* 
g^ing  herself^  iUntiLber  brother  arrived, 
^Wch  she  would  otherwise  have  been  hapv 
Py  tp  cbmmuBicatd;  but  positively  pro- 
>Qised  to  calb.and.seQ  her^  as  soon  assh^ 
l^amei  a  little.^e.ttl?4.,  i    .  3^ 

'  Mrs,  Bowline^  so  far  from  feeling  hurt 
'ther  curiosity  not  being  thoroughly  sa- 
^Kfied,  heartily  applauded  the  young  lady 
for  her  caution.  *'  My  husband,  Miss/' 
said  the  good  lady,  '^  has  told  me  many  a 

jc  3  time. 
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time^  that  you  ina^  aaU  a  thousand  Uaguea 
in  a'Mp,  biifore  t/Qu  can  Jmd  out  her  trim ; 
and  I  am  nev^r  very  fon4.of  opc^nUtg  my 
heart  at  once  to  a  stranger^  iinleai  I  can 
plaii)]y  see  the  goodness  of  their  heart 
tiihining  through  their  eyes^  as  I  think  I  60, 
whenever  I  look  at  your's.  Nor  do  1  ever 
aay  a  thing  that  I  don't  mean  from  the  bo^« 
lorn  of  my  soul.  J  have  told  you  where 
to  find  me«  Miss;  and  you  have  promised 
to  come  and  see  me.  I  can't  say  but  1 
should  be  sorry  to  be  .  disapjpointed*— ^ 
Thank  you^  ny  dear  lady;  that  squeesie  of 
your  pretty  hand  nys  more  than  a  bushel 
€if  words.  God  bless  you^  till  joo  d« 
comer 

The  Iriettdty  couple  separated  at  the 
White-Hoive-Celhir;  Miss  Nobleville  for 
Tottenham-street^  and  Mrs.  Bowline  for 
Brompton. 


k» 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX, 


Itt4»a  is  the  market  of  th«  world^  where  tkc  best  Am  Is 
I^Mmnii  the  heit  ptiec  |Qt  for  evtry  article  oMentiat  to  man 


Tflt  coich  which  cur  young  kdy  took  to 

convcyiicr  and  her  portmanteau  to.Tot- 

<^bam««(reet^  soon  stopt  ftt  a  respectable- 

iookiflg.  apothecary's  shop.    Her  heart  pal- 

pitated  to  excess  at  the  idea  of  what  recep- 

tioa  8h«  Blight  meeff  when  she  gave  the 

c<>achman  a  letter  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Lam- 

^nt^  the  master  of  that  shop.     Mr.  Lam- 

^t  looked  at  the  superscription — then  at 

^coachman — ^then^  leaning  forward  over 

(he  counter^  be  looked  at  the  coach— then 

» k  examined 
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examined  the  seal— and  then  walked  into 
the  parlour^  with  the  letter  unopened. 
The  palpitation  of.  the  Ts^jr  observer's  heart 
soon  subsided^  dwindled  to  almost  no  pal* 
pitation  at  all^  at  such  apparent  indiffer- 
enee  shewn  to  a  stranger.  There,  how- 
ever, she  was  Aiostegregiously  mistaken; 
for  the  gentleman  could  not  treat  her  with 
indifTerence  whom  he  had-  never  seen  or 
heard  of,  as  his  observation  had  extended 
only  to  the  coach>  not  to  any  one  in  if; 
and  as  to  taking  the  letter  into  the  par* 
iour^  without  opening  it,  the  Doctor  had 
'his  prudential  •  reasons  for  so  doing.     In 

•  fact,  Mrs.  Lambent  was  in   the  parlour; 
-and  he  had,  for  some  years,  found  it  not 

only  prudent,  but  requisite,  to  offer  the 

•  first  perusal  of  all  letters  to  her.  .  : 

'  The  lady^ook  the  letter  with  a  becoming 
air  of  -^condescension,  cut  carefully  Toufid 
-the  seal  with,  her  scis^rs^  and  casting  her 
-eye  hastily  over  the  epistle^  cried-^ — ''Good 
•God!  JVlr.  Lambent, -why  do  you  stand 
here  ?     Don't*you  know  that  Jhere's  a  Wy 

.   .  iu 
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■  in  the  coachixrecom  mended  to  our  protec- 
tion by  Doctor  Sibthorpe  ?  Why  don't 
yoD  go  and  introduce  her  into  the  par- 

.  lour?  What  is  the  man  thinking  of?" 
AsMitk  Lambent  still  held  the  letter  in 
her  hand,  and  had  not  read  a  syllable  of 
If  to  him,  the  Doctor  might  with  some  de- 
g'^e  of  propriety  have  pleaded  ignorance 
^f  its  contents;  but  she  had  said  there 
^"^  a  lady  in  the  coach,  recommended  by 

"octor  Sibthorpe,  and  had  directed  him 
^^  invite  her  in — ergo,  he  would  invite 
"^  in.  He,  accordingly,  went  to  the 
^^ch — apologised  to  the  lady  for  having 
suffered  her  to  remain  there  so  long— • 
opened  the  door — took  the  portmanteau 

• 

^^  one  hand,  .and  her  hand  in  the  other- 
entered  the  shop — asked  where  the  coach 
bought  her  from—  ordered  the  shopman 
*^pay  the  fellow  his  fare — and  conducting 
^  lady  to  the  parlour,  introduced  her  to 
^in.  Lambent. 

■  Mrs.  Lambent  received  the  young  lady 
with  due  politeness — observing,  that,   zi 

I  d  the 
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■ 

tlie  weather  was  perdigiously  hot,  she  aiosC 
have  had  a  perspiration'jovrfuif  of  it.      .   ^ 

The  Doctor  bit  his  nails  a  little ;  and  on 
his  lady  informing  him  that  Doctor  Sibr* 
thorpe  would  send  up  such  things  as  might 
be  wanted,  as  soon  as  he  received  his 
young  friend's,  commands  to  that  purpose, 
he  politely  bowed^  and,  for  the  first  time, 
attentively  viewed  the  little  portmanteau* 
For  Mr.  Lambent  was  a  true  Londoner;  he 
had  not  the  least  objection  to  his  country 
friends  recommending  young  ladies  to  his 
protection,  but  he  possessed  a  strong  de- 
sire ever  to  see  them  bring  portmanteaus 
with  them>  sufficiently  large  to  make  them 
welcome— consequently  was  relieved  from 
some  apprehension  by  his  lady's  qualifyT 
ing  information. 

Mrs.  Lambent,  pointing  to  the  tea  equi^ 
p^e  upon  the  table,  said  they  were  just 
goinjg  to  tea  as  the  co$ich  arrived ;  but  if 
]4i&  hadn't  dined^  she  would  order  somer 
VhAt  for  her  immediately.  Miss  bad  dined, 
off  a  4rerY  indifferent  hgi^i  mutton,^  at 
6  ,  Egham, 
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£gIian;iSo  preferred  tea-«^^and  to  tea  thtf 
wnt. 

During  the  little  repast,  Mi^  Nobleville 

comtiQiiicated  as  much  of  her  nflSiifi  as 

>he  deemed  necessary ;  and  not  only  roused 

^beir  xuriesity  to   hear  the  residue,  but, 

.    ^bat  was  rather  unusual/ absolutely  inte- 

^Wcd  them  in  her  behalf/  in  spite  of  the 

pi^nce  of  the  little  pprtn^anteau^  *.  Mat- 

^^  were  soon  very  comfortably  arranged 

"^^ecn  the  parties.     Miss  was  to  occupy 

^'^  front  drawing-^room  up   two   pair  of 

^fairsj  with  the  beautiful  camp-bed  in  the 

^'^^room,  and  to  board  with   them;  for 

^"*'c^,  on  account  of  Doctor  Sibthorpe's 

''^Commendation,  they  would  not  charge 

^^  more  than  a  single  guinea  a-weck. 

^n    retiring  for  the  night,  the   lovely 

'^tiger  found  her  apartments   not    the 

^5^t  elegant  imaginable.     The  drawing- 

'^^m  was  nothing  more  than  a  mere  front 

^"^mber,  divested  of  its  best  ornament — 

^"^   bed;  and  the  beautiful  camp-bed  in 

^"^^  anti-room  was  a  very  small, but  neat 

£  6  little 
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litde  bed>  placed  in  the  dark  closet^  situafe 
between  her  room  and  the  back^chamher^ 
occupied  by  the  Doctor  and  his  wife.'  Yet; 
ts  she  should  hot  remain  loiig  in  that  sito- 
.  ation>  for  her  brother  would  to  a  certainly 
receive  her  letter^  and  fly  to  her.  immedf- 
ately>  she  put  a  good-humoured  face  on 
the  bargain,  and  dismissed  Mrs.  Lambent 
with  a  smiling  ^^  good  night/' 


CHAP^ 
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CHAP.  X. 


Ifim  cisilj  will  the  insidious  htnpfue  of  a  desigiuog  vilUfai 
^*^*  a  weak  mind,  and  leader  it  not  only  indifikreatj  but  re- 
'c<Ve(ttl  and  implacable  I 

^^iiiNG  the  first  tnorhing  of  her  residence 

^^  I-ondon^  Miss  Nobleville  amused   hcr- 

^'*    with   a  circumstantial   description   of 

,  ^  journey  to  her  worthy  friend.    Doctor 

'*^ttorpe,  and  took  the  precaution  of  con- 

y^ying  it   herself  to  the  receiving-office 

J*^t  by.     And  at  her  leisure  hours,  the  rest 

of* 

the  week,    she  sometimes  took  short 

^^Iks  with  Mr.  Lambent ;  and  at   others, 

.   ^tit  with  Mrs.  Lambent  to  purchase  some 

^Cing  articlcss^  wiich  that  lady  assured  her 

were 
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were  80  monstrous  necessary^  that  she  would 
be  laughed  out  of  countenance  by  all  the 
genteel  loungers,  if  she  was  to  be  seen  walk- 
ing without  them  near  the  Toestemmost  end 
of  the  town.  On  the  fifth  day  after  writr 
ing  to  the  Doctor^  she  expected  an  an- 
swer^ as  also  to  hear  from  her  brother; 
for^  as  she  did  not  tell  him  of  quitting  the 
Cottage,  he  would  be  sure  to  go  there  di- 
rectly. On  the  sixth  day  she  became  aaki- 
ous,  and  on  the  seoenth  grew  extremely 
uneasy ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  the  md- 
ment  she  had  dined,  she  retired  to  her 
room,  and  was  pacing  it  in  pensive  me- 
lancholy, when  Mrs.  Lambent  entered,  and 
informed  her  that  there  was  a  gentleman 
in  the  shop  enquiring  for  her;  but  Mr. 
Lambent  would  not  suffer  him  to  come;;up 
stairs,  until  she  had  first  pronounced  him ; 
that,  in  shorty  to  break  no  bones  about  mat* 
ters,  they  were  not  very  fond  of  youin^; 
ladies  receiving  mankind-visitors  in.  their 
house ;  and,  after  describing  the-  gentler 

man  in.her  way^  wba  would  ngtddivar  bv^ 

'  name 
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fiame  to  her^  she  asked  if  she  should  shew 
him. up  stairs?  or,  if  Miss  would  bestow 
her  compliments  in  the  parlour  ? 

"  Neither^  my  dear  Madam!"  replied 
Mivy  in  the  utmost  trepidation ;  ''  I  know 
him  by  your  descriptionj  and  assure  you 
be  is  my  mortal  enemy.  For  Heaven's 
sake!  get  rid  of  him^  or  I  shall  positively 
expire!" 

Mrs.  Lambent  received  the  command 
with  much  satisfaction^  and  went  down 
€tairsto  dismiss  the  gentleman^  with  zJiUip 
for  his  presumption. 

On  attempting  to  enter  the  shop^  the 
ucensed  lady  found  her  progrfc^ss  impeded 
l>y  her  husband,  who  was  standing  with  his 
kick  tQwards  it,  heroically  defending  the 
eotrsnce  against  the  vocal  assaults,  and  in* 
timidating  attitudes  of  the  Baronet;  for, 
*M  enough,  Fanny's  suggestion  was  per- 
^tl^  right.  Having  obtained  admittance, 
^y  loudly  thundering  that  it  was  'Vnir  iff 
^9nm8e(f,"  she  opened  an  oratorical  bat« 
^  on  tiie  monster,  wiiich  socm  deprived 

him 
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m  of  his  auricular  Faculties^  and  reduced 
im  to  the  necessity  of  bawling  .twtntj 
)arleys,  before  he  could  be  heard.  Nor 
MTould  he  in  haste  have  obtained  such'  in- 
dulgence^ had  not  the  carriage  of  an  emi- 
nent physician  stopped  at  the  do6r^  -and 
its  owner  entering  the  shop^  compelled  a 
cessation. of  hostilities^  for  decency .*s  sake. 
The  lady,  therefore,  contented  herself  with 
locking  the  d6or^  and  putting  the  key  in 
her  pocket ;  and  making  one  of  her  best 
curtsies  to  the  Doctor,  she  entered  her 
parlour,  followed  by  Sir  Bernardine^  who^ 
finding  her  thunders  far  exceed  his^  re- 
solved to  lower  his  vocal  powers  a  little^ 
and  entreated  a  moment's  audience,  with  a 
voice  and  attitude  so  truly  conciiiatingi 
that  it  was  impossible  to  refuse  him. 

The  Baronet,  who  so  well  knew  how  U 
say  a  great  deal  in  few  words,  had.  Ion 
before  the  physician  had  concluded  h|s  ij 
structions  to  Mr.  Lambent,  used  his  rh 
toric  so  successfully*  as  not  only  to  cc 
vince  .the  la4y  of  Mis9  Noblcville  bcin/ 
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^most  artfut  girl,  but  that  h  familiar  i/Tider- 
'Standing  had  for  some  time  subsisted  be- 
tween iier  and  Doctor  Sil^thorpe ;  and  if 
'Suffered  to  remain  long  in  that  situation^ 
:At  would  no  doubt  attempt  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  good  Mr*  Lambent  himself. 
-    "  Will  she  !'*  exclaimed  the  patient.  Mrs. 
•Lambent ;  "  an  artful  baggage  \ — will  she! 
—let  me  get  at  her !   '  But  sit  down.  Sip; 
wait,  till  the  Doctor  relinquishes  the  shop, 
•and  then  we  will  categorically  see  who  will 
-dare  to  corrupttfy.  Mr.  Lambent." 

This  placid  speech  was  happily  over- 
heard by  the  curious  and  terrified  Fanny, 
as  well   as  the  latter  part  of  Sir  Bemar- 
dine*s;  for»  slipping  on  her  bonnet,  and 
..throwing  a  muslin  shawl  round  her,  she 
had  stolen  down  stairs,  resolved  to  escape 
;\ni6  the  street,  by  the  priyatcf  door,  father 
:  than  run  tibe  haziard  of  faHijbg   into   the 
-hands  of  so  execrable   a   villain,  should 
vhis  artful  tongue !  jpersuade .  them  to  tem- 
porise. .  She  had  reached 'the  bottom  of 
«the  stairs  .when  she  heard  the  conclusive 
•:   :.  part 
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pirt  of  the  «miter%  in&raal  hanftgar; 
and  the  ladjV  ami&tb  rqdy  toit;  cone* 
quentlj,  too  pbinty  percemog^  tfatt  the 
had  no  fiivour  lo  expect  fitMn  a  peiaon  to 
easily  prejudiced^  and  wdl  fcaoviDg'  IfaaK 
the  torfy  reigned  brd  paraimmni,  ahe  open* 
ed  the  door  Tery  softly^  whiapered  an  eja-> 
culation  to  her  omniscient  God,,  and  tom* 
ed  towards  Tottenham-court«-road,  whiaM^ 
seeing  a  atand  of  hackney-coaches,  she 
jump^  into  one,  and  ordered  the  coacb* 
man  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Hydo- 
park-comer,  by  which  time  ahe  hoped  she 
should  be  able  to  recollect  herself,  and 
give  him  further  directions. 

The  lovely  wanderer  had  not  left  the 
house  more  than  two  minutes,  before  the 
physician  returned  to  his/carriage.  . 

''  Now,  then.  Sir!*'  said  Mrs.  Lambent, 
flaming  with  ire  at  the  thought  of  a  vflckei 
jfotifig  hussqf  daring  to  corrupt  her  hut* 
band.  ^'  NoWi  we  will  se^  what  the  gigf 
deceiver,  that  I  was  beginnirtg  to  Inveaf* 
n)08t  aa  mwh  as  my  own  child,  has  to  s^f 

lor 


for  ber  toic  dmrHtUt,  and  wboK  Kusband 
she  will  ofer  to  r^Hipffig^  next/'— Aii4 
uolockiiig  the  dobr^  the  desired  theBaro-^ 
net  to  follow  her,  leaving  Mr.  Lambent  n^ 
istitfl  of  mute  aatonishmeat ! 

Sir  Bemardine  eould  not  hdp  wonder* 
ing  at  the  succeas  of  his  artifice,  aa  h# 
tript  up  staira  after  ^  the  infuriated  dxupe^ 
ciger  to  obtain  the  custody  of  his  aagHp 
tnd  resolved  to  convey  her  where  neither 
reaitance .  nor  outcry  ahould  avail  her  in 
Ahire. 

"  Now,  Madam  eofrrtxptifiet.r  slid  Mrs. 
^bent,  bursting  into  the  room,  with-^ 
out  knocking.  '^Hey  !  where  is  the  minx?'' 
^  opened  the  closet^oor,  turned  up  the 
clothes  of  the  hmuttful  camp-bed.  ''  Not 
^^Tt  neither !"  She  hastily  returned  to 
^dr^wng'TOom.  *'  Her  bonnet  and  shawl 
fOfte  to !     She  can't  be  gone  out,  sure  ?"' 

''  I  saw  the  hall-door  open  as  we  came 
Vl^  stairsi"  said  Sir  Bernardine>  biting  his 
%crB; 

7  ''Curse  it!"   cried  the  lady,  ^'and  I 

might 
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might  hare  known  it  by  the  light;  iMit^t 
was  so  mad  about -the  yodng  hussey's  cor- 
rupiifieation  of  my  husband^  that  it'  ocvr** 
east  M  my  faculties."  *  -  ■       'i 

Sir  Bemardine^  from  having  rapturously 
admired  his  artifice^  *bc^gan  to  curse  him-. 
self  for- having  carried  the  jest  so  far^  and 
sincerely 'Wished  both  woman  and  Fsfnnjr 
at  the  .devil.  That  the  dagger^strikbig 
witch  bad  heard  them^  and  escaped^  wasevi*- 
dent*  So  requesting  the  lady. to  make  en- 
quiries below^  they  returned  to  the  shop.  - 
.  ''Did  you :«ec^  that  impudent  yoiting 
eorruptffier  go  out?"  said  the  lady;  •  -  • 

"  Not  knowing  what  -  y  ovi .  meany  ■  >  iny 
dear;;  can't  say.  Very-  busy  preparing 
draughts  for  Bathbone-place — a  fitie  fever; 
and  three  down*  ialready . " 

*'  Why,  that  Miss  Minx  !  that  convenient 
lady  of  Doctor  Sibthorpe'si-^^-she's  gon0 
offl'f 

'.  Mr.  Lambent  held  a  small  pair  i>f  scal^ 
in  exact  equilibrium.  A  violent  sigh^.tft 
the  words  gone  oflf^  -  dispersed  the  powder 

he 
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tie  Mm  weighing,  and  the  ^mpty  &cale  kick- 
ed the  beam  I  '^  Miss  Nobleville  gone 
off !| with  a  bundle,  no  doubt;  and  only 
ihe  little  empty  portmanteau  left  ibehind  !^ 
'  The  Baronet  bit  his  lip,  and  muttered^ 
^  Curse  on  Jsuch  foolery  V — and  asked  the 
diopman  if  he  saw  which  way  thelady  went? 

^' I  think.  Sir,  I  saw  her  pass  the  door 
towa]!]dsCharlotte*street,  about  five  minutes 
'go-^just  before  the  Doctor  left  the  shop." 

"Wack  bonnet,  black  gowti,  white  mus- 
I'm  shawl,''  said  the  Baronet ;  and-  instantly 
left  the  shop,  making  the  best  of  his  way 
for  Charlotte-street.  There  he  got  intel- 
"gence  of  the  young  lady — pursued 'her  to 
Portland-place,  from  thence  to  Mariches- 
ter-square,  and  in  Portman-square  actually 
S*^* a  distant  view  of  the  black  bonnet,  black 
8<^,  and  loJiite  muslin  shawl,  at  a  dis- 
^ce,  as  turning  into  Gloucester- place. 
Corsing  the  dear  little  devil  for  leading 
■Mm  such  a  chace,  he  hastily  turned  the 
^tner,  and  run  bump  against  ben  '^  Ua ! 
■  my 
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tnyvwet  Fanny !  have  I  caught  you  !^  said 
the  almost  breathless  Baronet. 

''  Heavens !  I  am  not  Fanny.  Pray*  Sir, 
Itt  me  pass/*  cried  the  lady,  nearly  -m 
lyreathlesB  as  himself,  and  who>  having  anis* 
talten  Glbneester-pface  for  Baker»street, 
vas  hurrying  back  at  last  as  possible. 

The  Baronet  started  at  the  sound- of  the 
voice — looked jit  the  lady. .  She  ^^as  a  very 
genteel  girl,  but  much  maalM  with  that 
bane  of  beauty,  the  smallpox.  He  begged 
fen  thousand  pardons  for  his  abruptness?^ 
aaid  he  had  been  led  into  an  egregidtia 
^rror — suflfered  the  lady  to  depart-^-and 
muttering  a  volley  of  execrations  againtt 
the  Doctor;  his  ^ife,  and  his  shopman, 
hastened  back  for  a  fresh  clue.  *  *    ■ 


.  ^•♦ 
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CHAP.  XI. 


^  truly  despioiMe  do  those  tppear^  especially  of  the  softcf 
^  «taie  ittindf  erhice  «  ■Bbserviencfe  wfaolljr  to  inteiest ! 

• 

'w  ladies^  who  ever  todt  in  a  coach^  oc- 
^ped  less  room  than  our  lovely  fugitive, 
^screwed  herself  up  sd  very  closely  in 
^'oc  of  the  corners^  lest  she  should  happen 

^  be  observed^  that  no  person  would  have 

• 

!*^ined  ftny  one  to  be  in  it  at  alL  The 
'  ^o^mttii  too  drove  op^  as  if  he  did  not 
^4h  she  should  be  seen  i  bat  to  have  kept 
f^  with  her  desires^  he  must  have  madc^ 
thecoacb  to  fly.    Yet  how  many^  in  the 

bitterness 
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recovery  of  la  belle  Anglaise,  and  conrpli- 
mcnted  the  lovely  indisposed,  with  ftat 
fascinating  accent  which  had  so  of^en  taken 
possession  of  the  understandings  of  the 
British  nobility,  in  spite  of  their  eyes  iind 
ears,  it  being  so  truly  Parisian,  and  so 
exquisitely  refined;  though,  if  we  thought 
speaking  the  truth  in  such  a  casewmiM 
not  injure  us,  we  could  po^tively  declare 
that  Mrs.  La  Blondeaux  first  condescended 
to  visit  the  world  in  the  little  marilime 
town  of  Dieppe,  nearly  opposite  to  Brif^ 
ton,  and  never  was  five  leagues  to  south- 
ward of  it,  except  on  one  fortnight's  ex- 
cursion, which  she  actually  made  to  P^s, 
in  company  with  an  English  naval  ofl^er. 
Mrs,  La  Blondeaux  was  profuse  in  her  com- 
pliments on  Fanny's  recovery,  but  with' an 
eye  constantly  fixed  on  the  shop ;  for  it 
was  a  maxim  with  her  ever  to  be  profusely 
polite,  but  attentive  to  business  at  the  satue 
time.  Therefore,  having  respired  a  mo- 
ment, to  recover  from  the  first  ravishing 
harangue,  she  ventured  to  ask  her  nzme, 

where 
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where ^e  TCsided^  a)id  If  she  tnigtit  have 
-the  honoor  to  call  a  'COftch  for  her  lad^- 
mpf 

Rmny  ^yresded  the  good  lady's  hand — 
foed  <m  her  with  a  countenance  display- 
ttg  gratitude  so  exquisite^  and  anguish  so 
4»npli4licaj^  as  might  have  humaniKed  the 
hearts  of  all  the  filondeaux  that  ever  ex- 
iiel;  atid  ^v^kha  sigh>  which  toused  the 
hiy*s  ^r^Ki^ntiment  so  very  forcibly^  as 
iieirly  to  deprive  her  -cf  the  faculty  of 
hwathing,  exclaimed — '*  Oft,  Madam  !  ten 
^ousand  shanks  for  y out  kind  attention  to 
the  mo^  uffiifcortunate,  -most  irriserable  o(f 

■her  Bex  1** 

^.  1La  Blondeaux  iitstantly  assumed 
^«ttfttide  Which  would  have  graced  Mel- 
pomene -herself.  "  Men  Dieu  V  she  cried, 
»tiB  dropped  her  sixvellmg-bc^tle  from  her 
*embUng  hand.  "  Hidbk!  mine  smelling- 
**rtfle  is  broke  all  to  de  very  pieces  !  Vbt 
'  shry  'here  for,  and  quMt/  my  shop  ?  La- 
•flite,you  must  get  rf^Tid — very  sorry,  ''pon 
'tjy  'honour?  —  hin   so  inconvenient,  so 

T  9  cUsihabiUe. 
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dishdbiUe.  Mon  Dieu !  there  be  la  Mle  di- 
vinite.  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont !  You 
must  get  dc  rid  of — 'pon  my  honour  I  roust 
go.  My  smelling-bottle  broke  all  to.  de 
pieces!"  And  without  deigning  to  look 
at  the  most  uitfortunate,  most  miserable  of 
her  sex,  Mrs.  La  Blondeaux  quitted  the 
parlour. 

One  of  the  young  shop-ladies^  who  from 
indiscretion  had  nearly  felt  in  reality  what 
Fanny  had  figuratively  announced^  sent 
somewhat  after  Mrs.  La  Blondeaux^  which^ 
had  it  escaped  the  mouth  of  a  mapj  we 
should  have  called  an  oath ;  the  other  only 
sent  a  look  after  her,  but  such  a  look  as, 
had  it  been  observed,  would  have  lost  the 
sympathizing  girl  her  place,  in  the  shop  of 
so  very  humane  and  excellent  a  lady. 

Mrs.  La  Blondeaux,  with  an  ^eye^  conti- 
nually cast  at  the  parlour,  to  see  if  the 
most  unfortunate,  most  miserable  of  her  sex, 
was  taking  her  departure,  maintained  so 
strange  a  paucity  of  Parisian  eloquence, 
that   Lady    Arethusa  Belmont  could  not 

help 
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hfclp  enquiring  if  she  was  indisposed  ?  The 
question  instantly  cut  the  chord  of  silence^ 
and  eloquence  resumed  her  seat. 

^'  Ah,  ma  charmanie  Lady  Aretusi!  Von 
ten  tousand  tanks  for  your  Ladyship's  obli- 
g€mt  enquiry  l"  Y or  good  Mrs.  Blondeaux 
always  made  it  a  point  to  address  the  Bri- 
tish nobrlity  in  their  own  vernacular  idiom, 
especially  as  she  was  allowed  to  speak  Eng^ 
lish  so  very  delightfully.  Indeed^  had  it 
been  to  her  interest,  she  could  have  spo- 
ken it  tolerably  well  too,  for  she  was 
pretty  conversant  in  it  before  she  left 
Dieppe,  and  had  been  in  London  fourteen 
years.  *'  Ver  veil,,  'pon  my  honour  !"  con- 
tinued Mrs,  La  Blondeaux,  *'  ver  veil,  on 
'otnte,  Madoine ;  but  so  miser^able  derangee ! 
Mitt  Robinson !  Ma  charmanie  Lady  Are-^ 
*wcxwi/  to  take  a  de  seat  in  de  parlour, 
P^'haps.  Ver  sorry  to  disturb,  'pon  ho*» 
Hour!  but  de  young  voman  must  get  a  de 
Wttft— she  may  be — God  knows! — cannot 
judge  infallible — she  must  call  a  de  coash — 
My  body  call  von  for  her — she  speak  to 

E  3.  them 


them  in  dir  strtei  «r  sorryj  'pon  my 
Qfiur!  Verj  diss^greeadile  tmbarrmsn 
ma  charmanU  JLaigl  Cowh  bave  bre 
down  before  4£  door !— young  ixnuob  I 
a  £&  vayi — gentlemarn  take  ber  ou^  ( 
^  vMTtl — bring  her  into  it  parlour! 

9orr}%  'pon  my  honour!  Cansot  Ii 
>'oor  channante  Ladyship  to  call  a  <:oi 
^vmen  should  valk  in  de  street^  tfaeo 
coash  break  a  down.  Ver  sorry  to  dist 
'pon  my  honour  1 — must  beg  of  her  to 
a  coash,  or  valk  home  by  herself^  tbei 
comh  break  a  down^  you  know^  my  c 
manic  Lady!" 

•'  True,  very  true,  Mrs.  La  Blondea 
said  Lady  Arethusa,  looking  very  arcM 
the  truly  Parisian  and  refined  lady ;  '^ 
enough  for  us,  you  know.  Madam,  to 
m  hackney-coaches!'*  In  fact,  the  d 
\'\  tess  of  Belmont  being  gone  on  a  visi 

\\  Blackheath,    Lady   Arethusa   had,   at 

iiistant,  a  hackney-coach  waiting  at 
door. 

"Oh  miserable !  your  charniantc  L 


i  ■ 
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skip  never  ride  in  dc  hsickixej'^caa^h,  tn  ve- 
rt^** But  her  Ladyship,  most  bewitchiogly 
luring  Mrs.  La  Blondeau^'«  eye>  by.  the 
iasciaatiasi  of  her  own^  fixed  it,  at  length, 
oa  the  idehtkal  vehicle ;  v^hen  the  good 
Udy  exclaimed — "  Ah,  Mon  Dieu !  hack* 
i^j-amsh,  ^poa  my  honour!  J^y  your 
diormante  Ladyship  not  a  command  my 
cvmge  ?     Ever  voire  service/* 

**  Yery  much  obliged  lo  you^  my  dear 

Mrs.  La  Blondeaux^  I  assure  you.     And 

^hca  my  carriage  happens  to  be  engaged, 

aadlfeel  myself  ashamed  of  riding  in  a 

^Acimey-coach,  on  a  dirty  day,  I  will  vcn- 

^^  to  entreat  the  indulgence  of  a  ride  iu 

*7  millioer*«.    But  may  I  be  permitted  to 

•ee  this  young  \«oman  ?"    And  her  Lady- 

*>ip  moved   towards  the   parlour,    whilst 

fe^t>d  Mrs.  La  Blondeaux^  caiight  a  favour- 

•We  moment  to  elevate  her  hands,  look 

^Ost  ineflfably  conlempttious,  and  mutter 

'  ^Holder*    Then  flying  to  introduce  her 

*^dyship  ^- "  Ahj  condescension  admirable! 

"t>w  I  adore  your  chavmante  Ladyship  for 

]rt)4ir  inimitable  goodnessj  en  veritc!" 

F  4tk  Lad}r 
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Lady  Arethusa  having  obtained  a  view 
of  the  young  voman,  who  might  be^^God 
knows — no  judge  infallible,  felt  herself  too 
much  interested  in  the  object^  befdre  her, 
to  make  any  reply  to  such  a  rhapsody. 
She  saw,  on  entering  the  parlour,  one  of 
the  most  elegant  creatures  she  had  ever  be- 
held f  She  addressed  the  agitated  beauty, 
in  a  manner  so  peculiarly  engaging,  as  ef- 
fectually to  banish  all  reserve  from  a  bo- 
som so  replete  with  candour  and  ingenu- 
ousness, that,  from  the  first  sentence  the 
charming  girl  pronounced,  her  Ladyship 
marked  her  for  her  own ;  and  requesting 
to  speak  a  few  words  with  the  young  lady 
in  private,  Mrs.  La  Blondeaux.  readily 
withdrew,  taking  her  two  shop-ladies  with 
ber. 

In  five  minutes.  Miss  Noblevillc  had 
given  so  full  an  account  of  herself,  and 
her  family  connexions,  as  to  claim  Lady 
Arethusa 's  warm  respect,  and  in  five  more 
«he  had  taken  firm  possession  of  her  es- 
teem. Though  determined'  to  protect  the 
young  lady,  her  Ladyship  felt  a  little- ua- 
.,  '  easy 
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tasy  at  the  formidable  description  of  the 
l>Iand,  insidious^  and  impetuous  Sir  Ber- 
Dardiiie>  lest  accident  should  throw  him  in 
their  way,  before  she  could  take  proper 
means  to  place  her  in  security.  After 
consulting  for  a  few  minutes,  it  was  deem- 
^  most  prudent  to  pay  the  promised  visit 
td  Mrs.  Bowline,,  at  Brompton,  and  see  if 
sccommodation  could  be  procured  there, 
or  in  that  neighbourhood.  Therefore,  as 
Fanny  was  much  recovered,  and  as  it  was 
^quisite  that  no  time  should  be  lost.  Lady 
-^^thusa took  heiby  the  hand,  and  thanking 
Mrs,  La  Blondeaux  for  her  very  polite  as- 
sistance,  assuring  her  at  the  same  time, 
that  she  was  so  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
young  lady's  family  and  connexions,  that 
she  was  going  to  call  her  a  coach,  or  rather 
to  call  up  her  own,  and  enjoy  the  satis- 
Action  of  setting  the  young  lady  down, 
her  Ladyship  handed  lanny  into  the  car- 
3?iage,  followed  herself,  and  ordered  the 
man  to  drive  to  Piccadilly,  where  she  again 
ecderjed  him  to  proceed  to  Brompton. 

V  5  The 
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The  truly  Parisian  and  refined  Mrs.  LA 
Blondeaux  gazed  immdveable  until  the 
coach  left  the  door,  then  shrugged  up  her 
shoulders,  took  a  pinch  ofsnufF,  and  cried 
— Mon  Diaif  Diable!  the  devil  is  in  the 
voman,  I  tinkf  AH  the  ladies  call  her  the 
mad  Lady  Antnse!  By  Garf'  she  be  mad 
as  wn  devil's  own  self!  Little  gypsey 
pick  her  pocket;  at  veriti!  Better  haf\'e 
left  some  of  V argent  vid  me — better  leave 
<fe  guineas  here,  by  Oar! — have  sotnep' 
ting  to  become  her  for  dem.*'  Then  took. 
another  pinch  of  snuff,  elevated  her  eyes, 
and  sang  ''  MarlbrQoKf' 


CHAF. 
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CHAP.  xir. 


Wliat  can  be  more  soothing  to  the  soul  of  the  afflicted,  than 
ihe  heutf  leoeption  of  an  unsophisticated  IHend  ? 


Wfi£K  the  coach  stopped  at  the  door  at 
BromptoD,  a  very  decent  slender  woman 
opened  it.  ''  I  like  the  countenance  of 
fhat  won)an>"  \fhispered  Lad}r  Arethusa; 
'*  h  she  the  person  who  invited  yon  ?'* 

"  No,  my  Lady/'  replied  Fanny,  *'  Mrs. 
Bowline  is- much  stouter/'  And  on  the 
person  coming  up  to  the  coach,  asked  if 
that  lady  was  home  ? 

^  O  dear,  yea,  Misg,''  said  the  person ; 
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''  you  are  the  person,  I  am  sure,  whom  she 
has  so  often  talked  about/*  So  whhout 
further  ceremony,  she  desired  the  coach- 
man to  open  the  door. 

/^  Aye!  now  this  is  like  a  friend  !"  cried 
Mrs.  Bowline,,  running  to  the  door ;  *'  I  al- 
ways said  you'd  come  as  soon  as  you 
could/'  Then  shaking  Fanny  and  her 
Ladyship  by  the  hand,  she  conducted  them 
up  stairs  into  the  dining-room,  whilst  her 
friend,  Mrs.  Western,  went  to  hasten  tea. 

^^  Upon  my  word  t  a  very  neat  littl,e 
room,  indeed!*'  said  her  Ladyship,  look- 
ing about  her,  and  seating  Fanny  and  her- 
self oil  a  sofa,  whilst  Mrs.  Bowline  took  a 
chair  close  by  them.  .  And  obser\'ing  Mrs. 
Western  enter  with  the  tea  equipage— r 
"  Pray,  do  you  old-fashioned  folks  always 
give  your  acquaintances  So  genuine  and 
kind-hearted  a  reception  ?  We,  at  the 
west  end  of  the  town^  say  as  much  as  yoii 
have  done;  but, I  am  afraid  we  don't  often 
mean  as  much." 

"  I  always  speak  as  I  thii^k,  Madam,  and 

so 
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^  Miss  knows/'   said  Mrs.  Bowline;  "I 

^old  her  I  should  be  happy  to  see  her,  and 

^'jould  be  disappointed  if  she  didn't  come. 

^  have  been    disappointed  these    two  or 

%eedays,  I  must  confess;  but  now  she's 

^OQxe;  and   I   am  happy — and  so    is   my 

^^'^nd  here,  I  am  sure ;  though  she  began 

^^    suspect  some  west-end  of   the  town 

^"cfes,  I  believe/' 

^^  Why,  I  have  so  often  heard  ladies  pro- 
'^^^e  this,  that,  and  t'other,  without  think- 
*^S  a  tittle  about  performing,  that  I  cer- 
tainly had  my  doubts.     But  if  I  had  tra- 
^'^^led  with  the  young  lady,   as  my  cousin 
A^^*  or  if  I  had  seen  you  before.  Madam," 
looking  at  her  Ladyship,  "  I  do  think  I 
should  have  placed  a  little  more  faith  in 
your  promises;  for  they  say — '  'tis  a  cun- 
ning heart,  indeed,  that  the  face  won't  tell 
Tou  somewhat  about.'     So,  ladies>  you  are 
heartily  welcome;  and  now  we'll  take  a 
cup  of  tea,  if  you  please."     Mrs.  Western 
accordingly    poured   out   the    tea,   whilst 
Uis»  Bowline  handed  the  bread  and  butter. 

Lady^ 


no  tUCKY   ESCAMS. 

* 

Lady  Afcthusa  looked  at  Fanny,  Viith  ^ 
benignant  smile,  that  seemed  to  cheer  hef 
soul. 

^^  That's  right,  my  dear,  a  cup  of  teft 
will  do  you  good  after  your  fetigOe/*  Theifs 
looking  at  her  watch — "  Only  six  o'clock; 
I  protest !  and  we  are  taking  our  tea,  as  it ' 
we  had  dined  an  age  ago !  though  I,  by-^ 
the-bye,  have  not  yet  found  time  to  think 
of  dinner  at  all.  Hey  dey  !  where  are- 
you  both  going,  ladies?" 

"  Perhaps  you  would  like  a  slice  o§ 
ham  ?"  said  Mrs.  Western. 

"  And  we  can  poach  a  couple  of  eggs  in^ 
a  'Yninute,*'  said  Mrs*  Bowline. 

*'  Will  you  do  as  T  bid  you?"  said  Lady 
Arethusa,  smiling. 

''  Yes,  we  will,"  answered  both,  sfnililig  ' 
in  their  turns.  : 

*'  Then  have  the  goodness  to  sit  dowt^^ 
if  you  ptcase ;  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  witfi' 
my  tea — it  is  really  excellent;  and  tA  to 

my  dinner,  why,  I  may  take  that  at  sup*^ 

per: 
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per.    You  were   not  intruded  on  before 
ycHir  dinner,  I  hope,  my  love  ?'' 

'^  Oh  no.  Madam,"  for  her  ladyship 
fcad  requested  Fanny  not  to  announce  her 
name,  *'  I  had  dined  more  than  an  hour. 
But  I  could  happily  have  dispensed  with 
the  intruadon  of  such  a  visitor  at  all ;  for 
"^^hatwith  him,  and  what  with  the  accident 
of  the  coach,  I  really  am  not  so  well  as.  I 
could  wish." 

'*WelI,  well,  my  love,  ke^p  up  your 
spirits  as  well  as  you  can,  and  I  trust  you 
^ill  recover  from  your  alarm  by  to-mor- 
^^\  that  is,  if  these  good  ladies  can  pro- 
cure accommodations  for  you  in  an  airy 
part  of  the  neighbourhood.  And  then,  as 
^^  shall  be  better  acquainted  on  our  se- 
^^M.  interview,  you  know,  we  will  talk 
^^€r  the  affairs  of  the  nation  together, 
^cn  you  will  let  me  into  the  whole  his- 
^oiy  of  Hiccory  Hall." 

"Xhert  you  are  not  acquaintances,  }^'- 
ficsP'  cried  Mrs.  Western  and  Mrs.  Bow- 
fiae. 

^'Oh 
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*^  Oh  no,  I  never  had  the  happia^oss  of 
seeing  this  lady  till  about  two  hours  ago,, 
when  she  had  the  goodness-  to  render  me 
most  essential  service  in  Bond'^slreet,  where^ 
but  for  her,  I  fear  1  should  have  been  in  a 
very  awkward  situation." 

"  God  bless  her  for  her  kindness,  I  say, 
with  all  my  heart!"  said  Mrs.  Bowlhie. 

^'  And  I,  too,  with  all  my  soul !"  cried 
Mrs.  Western;  "  but,'  I  am  sure,  by  that 
look  of  your's.  Madam,  that  you  feel  suf- 
ficiently blessed  by  the  deed  itself,,  or  you 
deceive  me  very  much.  If  Miss  wishes  to 
lodge  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  won't 
stand  upon  trifles.  I  have  a  very  good 
parlour  below,  which  wmII  do  for.  us,  and 
there  (pointing  to  the  partition  door)  is  a 
very  neat  bed-chamber.  What  think  you. 
Miss  ?  will  these  apartments  do  for  you  ?  ' 
As  I  said  before,  we  woii't  stand  upon 
trifles.  We  don't  live  very  luxuriantly ; 
my  little  income  will  not  afford  it;  but 
what  we  do.  have,  I  always  take  care  shall 
be  clean  and  good.  Therefore,  if  you  think 

proper^ 
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proper,  you  may  board  as  well  as  lodge ; 
and  I  will  only  charge  you  half-a-guinei 
a-week." 

Fanny  looked  at  Lady  Arethusa^  as  miich 
as  to  say — ''-  What  a  friendly  offer !  Mrs; 
Lambent  charged  a  guinea  a-week^  and 
this  is  a  palace  to  it ! "" 

*'  You  must  excuse  me,  my  dear,  in  this 
instance/'  said  her  Ladyship,  ''  as  it  is  you 
that' are  to  reside,  and  not  me;  therefore 
your  opinion  only  should  be  consulted.  I 
certainly,  were  I  immediately  concerned; 
sbpuld  not  hesitate." 

''  I  do  not  think  you  would.  Madam. 
An  offer  so  truly  liberal,  and  so  very 
friendly,  would  not  suffer  you  to  hesitate 
—nor  does  it  me,  only  in  what  terms  to 
thank  the  lady  for  her  kindness/' 

*'  Now  that's  hearty.  Miss.  I  told  you,- 
cousin  Western,  what  sort  of  a  young  lady 
you  would  find  this  to  be;  arid  it  rejoices 
wy  heart  to  think,  that  while  I  remain 
here,  we  shall  all  be  as  one  family ;  for  I 

hope 
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hope  yoU)  MadacD/'  looking  at  Lady^  Are^ 
thusa,  "  tvill  sometime  siake  one  of  the 
little  party/' 

^'  Perhaps  I  ma]^  come '  top^  afieni  and^ 
sotnetimes  be.deeffltd  too  'free;  iW  I  an 
iTery  strange  creatine^  as  yott  may  per^ 
ceive."  \ 

^  Not  more  free  thaa  welcome^^  I  aissnre 
]roii>  Madam/'  ssid  Mrs.  Western ;  '^  snd 
if  you  are  aeTer  less  strange  tiiao  you  ap- 
pear toniay,  I  am  sure  the  ofteMt  ¥ie  aec 
you,  the  happier  we  shall  be/* 

"Very  much  obliged  to  yon  for  yodr 
compliment!^  ladies^  upon  my  honotir; 
and  so  briin-full  of  invitalion»to  Tisi^  and 
of  hope  to  see  you  all  perfectly  well  to- 
morrow^ leaving  my  lovely  young  friend 
to  your  particular  care^  I  wish  you  all  a 
very  pleasant  evening.  Not  a  word;  my 
dear/'  observing  Fanny's  thanks  upon  her 
lips:  "  you,  Mrs.  Western,  I  will  suffer  to  - 
see  me  to  the  door,  but  no  one  else  must 
stir,  if  they  love  me/'  Then  pressing  Fan- 
•^  ny's. 
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Hy's  (land^  sind  givin|;  Mrs.  Bowlrne  a  for 
ntiliar  pod  aad  farewell^  tb/e  charming  Lady 
Arethusa  kfl  the  roam. 

'*  And  ii6Wju  Mrs.  Western/'  resumed  her 
JLadyship^  stopping  in  the  passage^  ''  as 
thoie  cnljr  caiv  long  be  friends  who  pro* 
perly  understand  each  other,  and  as,  I 
assure  yoi^  I  liegin  to  feel  that  I  shall  not 
bold  your  friendship  Yerj  lightly^  it  is  ne« 
cc^Bssry  that  i  should  inform  yx>u  the  young 
lady  up  startfs  is  under  my  protection,  and 
none  but  myself  must  claim  any  remune" 
fatfcm  froan  her  for  fitTours  which  they 
may  confer-^-^it  is  to  me  they  nsust  lopl 
for  compensation.  No  matter  who  I  am. 
Madam ;  I  am  an  odd  kind  of  a  young 
woman,  and  probably  we  may  some  day 
be  better  acquainted.  In  the  mean  time^^ 
it  is  neither  necessary  nor  prudent  that  you 
should  confide  your  little  property  to  a 
stranger,  who  will  not  even  tell  you  her 
name,  and  who  has  requested  her  young 
friend  not  to  mention  it ;  nor  will  I  suffer 
you  to  injure  yourself  and  family,  by  an 

e^ccess 
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excess  of  politeness  to  your  frieiid>  or  be- 
nevolence to  mine.  I  mean  you  to  receive 
five  pounds  a-month  wbile  the  young  lady 
remains  with  you ;  an^  as  I  may  p<»sibly 
fetch  her  aw&y3  or  it  may  be  necessary  for 
her  to  go  at  a  momenf^  notice,  even  when 
you  may  be  absent,  there  is  a  five-pound 
note  for  the  first  month.  Not  a.i^^rd  for 
your  life,  Mrs.  Western ;  take  care  of  iny 
lovely  friend,  and  it  is  f  who  will  be 
obliged."  So  saying,  she  ordered  the 
coachman  to  drive  her  home,  lookin'g  up 
at  the  window,  and  kissing  her  b»id  at 
Pannyi  as  tbe  coach  moved  off; 


* 
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'titfefy  Strange^  that  human  bdiigf>  who  from  the  Tariout 
^^^omtoces  of  life  are  so  liable  to  be  thrown  on  the  benevo* 
^^"^^^  their  fellow-creatoresy  cannot  receive  an  essential  pb- 
^^ff&xa,  without  experiencing  a  sensation  whicb^  for  the  mce* 
*'*^i  communicates  more  pain  than  pleasure. 


"  What  a  strange  kind  of  a  most  amiable 
hdy  that  friend  of  your's  is.  Miss !"  said 
Mrs.  Western,  on  returning  to  the  dining- 
room  ;  '^  I:  declare  she  forced  this  bank- 
note upon  me/'  shewing  the  note,  ''  whe- 
ther I  would  take  it  or   not;  and  insists 
upon  it  that  I  shall   have  the  9ame  s.um 
every  month,  as  long  as  you  remain  here. 
I  am  sure  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  sum  I  mentioned.    But  no,  she 

will 
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%vi]I  pay  her  own  price^  and  nobody  else 
is  to  pay  it.  She  insists  upon  it  that  nobody 
shall  have  asy  cfeim  ^br  tlnmks  on  you, 
but  herself/' 

"  There  is  somewhat  mighty  good-hu- 
moured and  friendly  about  her/'  said  Mrs. 
Bowline ;  "  though  I  doTi*t  see  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  paying  so  much 
neither ;  for  -as  j^m^  maj  den*  .Mifii,  ape  my 
viditdf,  yt)tt  "know,  i  am  sure  my  cvumi 
vroxAA  tetve  beeti  perffccfly  ^tistted  trhh 
her  own  offer.  However,  if  the  lady  tfatn 
afford  to  be  so  generous,  and  is  so  deter- 
mined about  the  matter,  why,  I  would  let 
fcer  hftVe  %er  «w«n  W^y ;  and  we  wiM  add 
u  little  4Jt4)it  for  Mm  now  4md  then ;  'finv 
OimI  stAeSK  her !  :^e  iloioks  as  if  ji«-a|)p0i£ib 
w^  HQtt  tery  vioractcxis.  "What  rs  theosr-* 
tAkml,  g%od  kMnd  4df  la  iladyfs  oiaanef 

"^  tbtft  jis  i)t»t  in  my  fytrwer  to  tel  ywi; 
«lMsi9i  i  Mnd  »fter  ^alt  nhe  lady  ijiaid  tomc^ 
JbMit  idtidfimg  Mias  mot  te  jnenxkinit^  I 
am  mrt  Mii«e  4r»iH  tiiiak  of  adcitig iierv  I 
h0pe  fAvfeiffl  cotoe  Jiilto«  t^  s«e  im,  Mitiye 

iseems 
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seems  to  havtj  a  flow  of  spirits  that  \yill 
keep  ns  all  alive ;  dtre^n't  she.  Miss  ?" 

Miss  IfoWes-tHe,  Wfm  from  the  moment 
Mrs.  Western  merttioired  the  «ciix:umstatiGe 
of  the  batik-ttote,  had  labmired  to  sup- 
press ati  etitotion,  which,  in  spite  of  every 
effon,  'WouH  tinge  Iter  cheek,  couH  not 
help  admiring  at  the  ^etit:ate  senBibility  of 
Lady  Areth^sa;  yet  she  could  not  helj 
feeling  desireu&  that  hef  generous  fervour 
liad  been  a  little  ttistrained;  How  ooii^ld 
she  ever  be  able  to  repay  such  kindness  P 
iTuf nmg  to  the  good  folks,  she  said — "  Itht 
lady  is  certainly  a  most  amiable  Woman ; 
tmt  with  respect  to  paying  for  me,  she  has 
certainly  rather  overstept  the  line  of  her 
commissTon,  which  mnst,  I  think,  be  ottitig 
to  mistake.  When  the  coach  btoke  down 
in  Bood-street,  I  found  myself  in  a  very 
disagreeable,  if  net  dangerous  situation; 
and  on  that  lady  being  introduced,  I  be* 
tieve  I  did  mention  somewhat  ab^ut  mott 
poignant  drstrest,  which,  indeed,  I  ^en 
9CtuaUy  ielt'^but  it  was  dk/hress  xif  mind^ 

not 
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not  of  pocket  and  mind  too^  thank  God ! 
However,  I  will  endeavour  to  rectify  the 
liule  misapprehension  when  she  comes  to- 
morrow^ if  J  do  not  find  the  task  too  dif- 
ficult. But  should  the  dear  lady  prove 
positive  on  that  head^  I  will  submit  to  be 
obliged,  rather  than  endanger  the  loss  of  so 
inestimable  a  friend,  especially  one  to  whom 
1  feel  I  shall  soon  be  so  ardently  attached." 
''  Well,  God  bless  her!  I  say.  Miss,  for 
your  sake,  and  her  own  too;  she  has  a 
noble  heart,  and  is  better  than  good,  by 
half.  For  my  husband  says — '  He  is  a 
good  man  that  pays  at  the  mast,  and  gives 
when  he's  asked;'  but  she  pays  beforehand, 
and  gives  when  you  don't  think  of  asking. 
I  wish  I  had  you  both  on  board  my  ship  ; 
rd  make  you  as  happy  as  princes,  and  be 
your  cabin-boy  my  own  self."  Fanny  could 
not  help  smiling  at  the  eccentricity  of  Mrs. 
Bowline's  speech,  though  she  felt  highly 
gratified  at  the  friendly  wish.  '^  You  smile. 
Miss,  at  my  oddity,  I .  suppose^  in  calling 
the  Victory  my  ^hip.;  but  my  husband  calls 

her 
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*her  his  ship,  and  the  sailors  call  her  theirs 
— ^so,  why  shouldn't  she  be  mine  too? 
I've  as  tntiCh  right  to  call  her  mine  as 
many  of  them,  I  am  sure,  for  I  have  sailed 
xnany  a  league  in  hev;  aye.  Miss,  and  have 
Ibught  for  the  honour  of  her  flag  more 
than  once,  I  can  ^ell  you.  Perhaps  yon 
"Wouldn't  thiiik  that  I  was  at  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar — ►but  1  was  though.  Miss ;  and 
I  filled  morencartridges  that  day,  than  would 
have  blown  all  the  ships  that  little  Boney 
lias,  and  himself  into  the  bargain,  out  of 
•the  water,  if  they  had  been  but  well  co^ip- 
fnissioned.  For,  as  my  husband  says,  a 
«liot  that  isn't  well  commissioned  is  but  a 
shot  thrown  away ;  and  millions  of  'em 
might  as  well  be  saved,  only  the  finger  of 
Fate  writes  s(>  small  a  hand,  that  nobody 
tcan  read  it/' 

''Bless  tne,  Mrs.  Bowline  !" cried  Fanny, 
*'  were  you  on  board  when  the  gallant  and 

immortal  Nelson  lost  his  life  V' 

,   ''Bless  you!  aye,  and  so  say  I  with  all 

«iy  heart !     Yes,  I  was,  Miss>  and  I  never 

VOL,  II.  G  shed 
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shed  a  tear  all  the  while  I  was  on  1to^^ 
but  that  very  day.  Ishouldn't  have  been  so 
much  vexed  for  that  matter^  if  a  two-and- 
thirty  pounder  had  taken  the  hero's  head 
oflT,  because  it  might  have  been  the  lot  ot 
any  brave  fellow ;  and^  as  my  husband 
says,  that  brave  hero  never  yet  livedo  who 
could  turn  aside  a  ball  that  was  properly 
commissioned  for  him.  But  to  be  bam- 
boozled out  of  his  life^  and  cheated  of  ail 
the  cheerings  that  such  a  victory  deserved, 

by   a  son  of  a  !"     And  a  big  tear 

actually  rolled  down  the  brave  woman's 
cheek,  to  wash  her  half-muttered  oaths 
away.  "  1  beg  your  pardon^  Miss ;  but 
whene\'er  1  think  of  that  confounded  job, 
1  can't  help  being  a  British  sailor  every 
inch  of  me,  and  swearing  a  little.  Aye, 
ave,  I  sec.  cousin,  von  think  I've  said 
pretty  well  enough  upon  the  subject;  and 
so  I  have,  for  the  matter  o'that,  unless  1 
could  fetch  the  hero  to  life  aj!:ain  bodily. 
As  to  his  soul,  that's  safe  enough ;  that 
will  live  in  every  Briton's  heart  as  long  as 

England's 


England's  England.  And,  as  my  husband 
says^  *  let  little  Bonty^  came  and  try  to 
turn  it  into  France,  if  he  dare,  and  see 
how  the  old  ^vomen  and  children  will  set 
him  and  his  parlez  vous  a  scampering/ 
There,  Miss,  now  iVe  done*  I  have  told 
you  all  about  my  voyages,  and  battles,  and 
*scapeSy^s  the  blackamoor  says  in  the  play; 
and  now,  if  you  and  my  cousin  like,  we'll 
"taike  a  walk  in  the  garden.'* 


^  CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


There  is  something  in  an  ingenaous  tale,  which>  if  r^amted 
hj  an  indifferent  person,  seldom  fails  to  interest  our  feelings  ; 
but  when  delivered  bj  one  whom  we  esteem,  and  whose  stoijf 
claims  both  pity  and  admiration,  bow  soon  do  we  feel  oursclyea 
warmly  attached  to  the  speaker  i 


About  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  following 
day.  Lady  Arethusa  arrived ;  and  after 
chatting  in  the  parlour  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  with  the  good  folks  of  the  house^  as 
she  most  justly  called  them,  she  drew  her 
lovely  protegee  up  stairs,  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes prevailed  on  her  to  commence  a  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  her  whole  life. 

There 


% 
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• 

There  was  somewhat  peculiarly  influen- 
cing in  Miss  Nobleville;,  even  her  mode  of 
speaking  had  its  charms,  and  her  Ladyship 
felt  them  most  agreeably  ;  she  was  highly 
cntertftlfted,  highly  interested.  There  was 
aothiny  which  her  Ladyship  could  blame-— 
wwchto  admire ;  and  part  of  her  conducf> 
Particularly  the  last  dinner,  and  last  tem- 
ple scenes,  she  absolutely  adored.  She 
perused  the  letters  of  honest  Trusty  twice 
o^er,  and  idolized  the  generous  fellow  for* 
l^w  disinterested  conduct  and  inestimable 
intelligence.  Nor  waS'  her  Ladyship  less 
pleased  with  the  friendly  and  liberal  cori- 

^wct  of  the  worthy  Doctor  Sibtborpe ;  she 

« 

wocerely  wished  she  might  some  day  have 
Ae  pleasure  to  see  them  both,  and  make 
Acm  her  warm  acknowledgments  for  their 
conduct  to  her  lovely  friend,  even  if  she* 

travelled  all  the  way  to  the  Cottage  to  en* 

joy  that  satisfaction. 
Hitherto,  Fanny  had  confined  herself  so' 

strictly   to   the  part  of  her  history  more 

immediately  connected  with  the  Hiccory 

c3  Halii 
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tiall  family^  thai  she  had  only  mentioned- 
her  brother  en^  passant,  and  expressed 
atixiely  to  see  him  ;  but  bad  not  described 
Us  penK>i>.  nor  even  nenHoned  his  pro- 
fession ;  and  just  as  she  wa6  going  to  in- 
troduce that  subject  distinctly,  and  in-  a 
manner  consonant  to  the  ardency  of  her 
affection  for  him,  Mrs.  Western  entered, 
to  inPofm  them  that  dinner  was  ready. 

*^Diiitter!*'  cx\tA  her  Ladyship;  "oh 
you  oionst^ti^  Not  yet  three  o'clock, 
and  dinner  announced  \  Well,  my  lofve, 
^Abj  doB^t  yon  go  dovtn?  No  appetite  1 
I  am  soroy  for  it,  upon  my  word*  But  as 
you  doik-t  look  3&  if  your  constttution 
aould  convenieniLy  spare  a  meal,  it  is  i»e* 
eessary  that  you  should  endeavcMir  to  eat. 
jlnd,  by  way  of  incitemen^t,  though  alt 
Bond-street  were  before thewindow,  ready 
to  laiig^h.  at  me  for  dining  when  I  thinic 
proper,  I  am  determined,  with  i)ermission> 
to  take  a  plate  at  the  table.  So  now,  Mrs.. 
Western,  we  will  follow  you.'*  And  Lady 
Areilimsa  Belmont  positively  sat  down  ta 

dinnec 
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dinner  between  two  and  three  o'clock ;  and 
vras  so  much  pleased  with  tha  neatness  of 
rtic  table^  the  excellence  of  the  fare,  and 
delicacy  of  the  cookery,  that  she  actually 
ate  heartily.  Nor,  until  aftor  she  had  taken 
a  couple  of  glasses  of  wine^  did  she  recol- 
lect that  the  Countess  and  herself  were  po- 
sitively engaged"  to  dine  with  a  party  at 
£<>#d  l^omposo's.  She  then  ejeclairhed — 
•*  Wter  a  bfockhiyad  am  I,  Who  baVe  hetn 
engaged  to  dine  with  a  large  party,  on  fhiA 
^ftftfd^f}  for  m^a^  than  a  week- J  Wfell, 
Hty  lovcv  and  my  good  frie<idsi  you  will- 
Kave  the  go^dnei^  to  excuse  my  tthtupt 
departure,  fW  I  hfave  a  visit  to  pay  as  fiir 
a9-  Catodeti  T^wD^  before  1  q^n  think  of 
dressing.  I  wish  you  would  make  haste 
and  get  a  little  of  the  vermcille,  not  upon 
your  cbeeksy  but  in  them,  that  I  might  be 
satisfied  you  were  stout  enough  to  com-* 
mence  the  rake,  and  make  one  in  our  par- 
ties. 1  will  call  to-morrow,  if  I  can^^  and 
bope  I  shall  then  see  yau  perfectly  reco- 
\!ered.     Adieu !     He  who  stirs  makes  m6 

G  4  hi& 
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his  enemy."     So  saying,   the  happy  lady; 
left  the  parlour  majestically,  and  flew  away. 

Fanny  followed  her  amiable  friend  with- 
her  eyes,  until  she  left  the  room,  theit 
sighed,  as  if  she  had  lost  somewhat  of  con-^ 
sequence. 

''  If  the  Lidy  had  been  a  man,  Miss/'' 
said  Mrs.  Bowline,  smiling,  '^  I  should  be- 
gin to  think  Ke  had  made  a  little  hole  iit 
your  heart,  for  you*  look  as  if  it  had  fol- 
lowed her.'* 

.  '*  Really,  Mrs.  Bowline,  I  feel  most 
strangely  attached  to  that  lady  ;  when  she 
k  here,  I  hardly  experience  any  inconve- 
nience; and  yet  I  was  far  from  well  this, 
morning,  and  by  no  means  find  myself 
improved,  I  assure  you." 

''  Upon  my  word.  Miss,  if  I  might  be 
permitted  to  advise,  you  should  take  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  faculty,'*  said  Mrs. 
Western  ;  "  it  is  a  pity  you  did  not  men- 
tion your  indisposition  when  the  lady  was 
here,  as  she  might  have  recommended 
some  eminent  person  to  you." 

'^  Because^, 
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"  Because^  when  she  was  here,  I  felt  no- 
thing, as  I  said  before.  On  the  contrvy> 
1-  verily  believe  I  talked  for  two  hours 
without  ceasing ;  and  probably  I  may 
feel  fatigued  with  that  fit  of  garrulity.  It. 
may  go  off;  if  not,  I  will  mention  it  to- 
morrow, and  solicit  my  amiable  friend's  • 
advice/' 

"  Aye,  for  God's  sake !  do.  Miss,"  cried  • 
Mrs.  Bowline ;  '^  for,  as  my  husband  says;, 
'  take  care  to  fish  the  mast  in  time,  and  you 
may  save  it  from  going  over  the  side;  but 
when  once  gone,  'tis  too  late  to  fish  it  then/ 
So,  if  you  should  happen  to  forget  to^- 
morrow  when  the  lady  comes,  I  w^ill  take 
care  to  remind  you  of  it,  if  you  will  pro-- 
mise.not  to  be  angry/' 

'indeed,  my  dear  Madam,  I  will  not 
be  angry,  therefore  mind  you  don't  for- 
get. I  am  not  very  fond  of  applying  for 
medical  advice,  unless  I  know  my  gentle- 
man; there  is  generally  so  much  formality. 
about  the  faculty.  Neither  am  1  partial  to 
trifling  with  disorders  ;  indeed,  the  sooner 

G  5  they; 
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tttey*are  attarcked',  fir  general,  the  sooner 
asre  they  ctmquered;'' 

'^'Wfen,  if  yon  h^ve  one  of  those  ene- 
aities  Itirkiirg  about  yoii;  Miss,  either  cou- 
sin Bbxvllne  or  I  will  take  care  that  he  shall 
Ite  attacked  fo-morrow,  Tlh  warrant  him ; 
and  I  sincerely  hope  he  won't  take  an*  un- 
due advantage  of  our  good-nature,  in  let- 
triig'hioi  rest  imdisttrrbed  to-night.  But, 
iBUppose  we  eiideatoair  to  shake  him  offa 
Ifttle,  By  a  walR^  in  the  Grove ;  what  say 
ytni^  Miss f*' — Miss  very  readily  closed  with 
tHe*  pfoposaf,  and  the  ladies  looked  for 
their  bomiets  and  d>awls> . 


CHAP, 
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Cfto  theiv  be  a  scene  more  dfstresiiDg  to  the  hciir^  yoodW- 
fdy  beoevolenty  and  warmly  attached,  than  the  ravings  of  %  \ 
lovely  friend  on  a  sick-bed^  labouring  under  a  paiozyBm  oi  : 
#e«er ! 


The  little  walk  in  the  Grove,  Miss  Noble-  - 
ville  fancied,  and  the  good  folks  flattered 
themselves,  had  been  of  service  to  her,  as 
she  appeared  in  better  spirits  during  the 
evening.  Iti  the  night,  she  slept  as  much  • 
as  usual,  but  her  slumbers  were  often  dis- 
turbed by  terrific  dreams.  The  scenes  in 
the  temple  were  often  rushing  o'er  the 
seat  of  memory;   and  more  than  once  she 

G.6  \vtis 
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was  tortured  with  the  death-scene  of  her 
parent.  In  the  morning  she  complaiDed 
of  a  violent  head-ache^  and  a  lassitude  so 
enfeebling,  that  she  declined  going  down 
stairs  to  breakfast^  and  took  a  single  cup 
of  tea  in  bed.  The  ladies  felt  a  little 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  their  ami- 
able young  friend^  though  they  carefuHy 
avoided  evincing  their  uneasiness  to  her. 
Tiiey  twice,  indeed,  hinted  a  desire  to  send 
for  some  doctor  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
but  their  inclination  was  soon  over-ruled> 
by  the  apparent  concern  which  such  ad- 
vice created.  Thev  therefore  determined 
to  wait^  in  anxious  expectation  for  the  ar- 
rival of  her  friend. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  the  lovely  girr 
spoke  rather  confusedly ;  and  on  Lady 
Arethusa  entering  the  chamber  in  a  riding- 
dress,  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  she 
shrieked  violently,  attempted  to  secrete 
herself  under  the  bed-clothes,  and  misr 
taking  her  Ladyship  for  Sir  Bernardine, 
was  so  anxious  to  escape  from  her,  that  it 

was 
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was  with  difficulty  the  ladies  of  the  house 
cotild  retain,  her  in  bed,  until  her  Lady- 
ship retired  to  the  dining-room^  from  the 
window  to  direct  her  servant-  to  make  all 
possible  dispatch  to  Doctor  Fairborne>  and 
request  his  attendance  instantly. 

As  her  lovely  friend  appeared  less  dis* 
turbed  during  her  absence.  Lady  Arethusa 
resolved  not  to  enter,  the  chamber  again , 
without  the  permission  of  the  Doctor,  but 
remain  where  she   was  until  his  arrival; 
hut  even  there>  she  could  distinctly  hear 
questions  put  to  the  two  ladies,  which  sooa 
convinced  her  that  few  occurrences  of  the 
lovely. creature's  life  would  long  remain  a  . 
secret  to  either.     Her  concern  in  that  rcr 
spect, ,  however,   became  much  alleviated, . 
on  hearing  Mrs.  Bowline  called  into   the » 
passage  by  the  servant,  who,  telling  her 
that  nurse  Wakefield  was  going  by,  asked  . 
if  she. should  call  her  in  ?     ''  No,  no,'*  said 
the  good  woman,  ^'  it  will  be  time  enough  : 
to  call  in  a  nurse  when  we  grow  tired  our- 
selves."    And  on  returning  to  the  cham- 
ber^ 
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ber,  sh^  told  her  coasm  what  sbe  had  8^ 
— obserting,  that  there  was- no  n^ceswfy 
for  affl  the  woriii  to  ktrow  the^  littfe  disa^ 
greeables  of  MrssV  Kfe.  Gbd  blessr  Iter? 
she  strems  to  frare  had  her  trials  betimcir; 
and  'tis  luckjr,  cousrn,  that'she  has  dtopt 
aorong  frieiids,  wft-o  can  keep  her  secretsr  to  : 
themselves.'* 

"^  r  wonder  if  the  fady  kflows*  any  tliihg . 
af  these  aflkirs-?'"  said  Mrs.  Western ;  **grcar 
ladies  sometimes  see  little  things  in  strong 
lights,  cousin;  and,  God  knows f  a  srck- 
bed  isn't  a  place  to  lose  a  friend  in,  for  it : 
does  not  appear  that  the  poor  dear  crea- 
ture has  many  more  than  are  now  around  > 
her/' 

^^  Well,,  well,  say  no  more,  cousin,**  ' 
muttered  Mrs.  Bowline;  ^*' secrets  should 
always  be  spoke  in  the  middle  of  a  large 
field,  you  know;  for,  as  my  husband  says,. 
'  hedges  have  eyes,  and  v.alls  have  ears, 
and  thewind  whimpers  strange  stories  some- 
times." 

"And  so  tt  does/*  sjfici  Lady  Arethusa; 

"  for : 
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•*  (br  r  1iav€  h^ard  every  word  you  both 
ftave  said,  and  shall'  esteem  you  as  long  as 
TTivitj  for* your  tfuiy  genuine  philanthro* 
py,  and  Mnd  intentions  towards  my  ami- 
able friend.'/ 

Though  Fanny  was  exceedingly  deliri- 
ous; the  sound  of  her  Ladyship's  voice 
evidently  made  some  impression  on  her; 
for^  casting  a  glance  round  the  room,  she 
said — *'*'  I  wonder  when  my  charming  friendj, , 
Lady  Arethusa  Bdmdnt^  wilfcome?" 

'*'  There  !*'  cried  her  Ladyship,  "  now 
that  murder  is  out.  But  you  will  please 
to  observe,  good  folks,  that  whatever  is 
said  about  me  must  go  through  the  ears, 
and  not  remain  in  the  head ;  as,  here,  I; 
atn  determined  to  remain  a  plain. simple 
woman,  and  my  sweet  Fanny's  most  sin- 
cere  friend.  With  respect  to  the  dear 
creature's  affairs,  I  believe  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with  the  whole  of  them;  and  L heartily 
rejoice  at  your  resolution  to  keep  what 
the  poor  thing  cannot  conceaf  between 
yourselves."     A  carriage  stopping  at  the 

door. 
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door,  her  Ladyship  exclaimed — *^*^The  Doc- 
tor !"  And  running  down  stairs^  with  the 
tears  in  her  eyes,  introduced  him  to  the 
ladies,  who  gladly  ushered  him  into  the 
room. 

^*^  God  bless  my  soul!*'  exclaimed  the 
Doctor,  ^^  what  a  lovely  creature  it  is! 
Hum  !  She  is  very  inquisitive,  and  seems 
very  anxious  on  a  very  strange  subject  for 
one  so  very  young.  I  am  afraid  there  has 
been. some  foul  play.'' 

^'  Foul  play;  indeed.  Doctor  J  But  f  am 
not  only  perfectly  satisfied  with  her  con.- 
duct — a  great  part  of  it  I  am  equally  charm- 
ed and  astonished  at ;  and  I  would  pledge 
my  life  that  her  heart  is  as  pure  as  her 
person  is  lovely.  What  do  you  think  of  ^ 
her?" 

'^  Mental  fatigue  seems  to  have  given 
a  slight  shock  to  her  nervous  system,  my 
Lady.  But  I  will  write  for  her;  and  if 
the  medicine  be  punctually  administered, 
and  the  young  lady  kept  quiet  for  a  few 
days,  I  have  little  fear  of  her   recovery, 

though. . 
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fhotigli  r  am  apprehensive  the  progress  tos 
perfect  health  wiH  be  rather  slowly." 

"  Thank  you>  my  dear  Doctor/'  said- 
Lady  ^^rethusa,  presenting  the  visiting  feer 
^^  the  former  part  of  your  report  delights 
me,  and,  as  to  the  latter^  while  we  see  aiv 
alteration  fur  the  better,  it  will  stimxibte 
OT  to  double  our  attention ;  for,  I  assure 
you,  Sir,^  the  young  lady  has  taken  such 
firm  hold  of  my  esteem,  that  I  shall  be  a 
daily  attendant.  Tell  the  apothecary,  I 
will  pay  him.  Doctor.'* 

The  Doctor  having  written  the  prescrip* 
tion,  and  placed  t\\G  satisfactory  nota  bencr 
at  the  bottom  of  it,  addressed  it  to  an  emi- 
nent  apothecary  at   Knightsbridge ;  and,, 
promising  to  drop  it  at  the  shop  as  he  re- 
turned to  rown,  took  leave  of  her  Lady- 
ship, desiring  her  to  keep  up  her  spirits, 
as  her  lovely  protegee  was  not  in  the  least 
danger;  and  assuring  her   that  he  would: 
not  fail  calling  again  on  the  day  after  the- 
next.    In  little  more  than  half  an  hour,  the 
B3edicine  was  at  the  door,  and  the  first  dose 

administered,. 
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administered.  Her  Ladyship  would  not' 
hazard  a  counter-action  of  the  potion^  by 
appearing  before  the  dear  girl  again^  sa 
whispered — ''  Well,  God  bless  yoir  all  \  F 
will  leave  my  heart  with  you,  and  returai 
to  town/*' 


ghap: 
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])«e2s»  murders,  «nd  8ud4en  doatlw^  are  generally  a»  TtH> 
o^ly  repijBsented  as  there  b&ppen  to  be  persons  present  on  the 
occasion;  for^  in  such  cases^  hardly  any  two  will  hear^  see>. 
and  undenmnd  alike. 


Tbs  Countess  of  Belioont  comphbiiiig  ai 
slight  indHsposition  tbe  folio  wing  ila<y>  Lady 
Arethusa  did  not  think  it  prvdent  to  quit^ 
her  parent^  but  contented  herself  with. 
sei^<aKng  the  servant  to  make  the  necetssaiy, 
enquiries.  The  answer  returned  was?,  MLk 
tiad  res^  but  indiflfei^eDtly^  did  not  ap»- 
*peap  worse,  and  h^r  qiiestions  and  renurtes, 
\^ere  nat  so  confused  as  tl>e  precedSng  day. 
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As  the  servant  left  the  room.  Dr.  Farr-^ 
borne  entered  to  visit  the  Countess.  Het 
disposition,  he  assured  both  their.  Lady- 
ships, proceeded  from  a  slight  cold;  andl 
he  did  not  doubt  but  it  would  leave  the- 
CountcHs  by  nighti  could  »he  b@  prevailed 
on  to  confine  herself  within  doors,  which 
Lady  Arethusa  utidertook  to  guaranteci  as 
she  would  keep  her  Ladyship  in  custody. 

The  next  morning,  in  consequence  of 
several  enquiries  after  the  Countess  of  Bel- 
mont,. \vho  was  perfectly  recovered,  Lady 
Arethusa  could  not,  .with  propriety,  ven- 
ture out  till  one  o'clock.  Consequently, 
the  Doctor  had  made  his  visit,  and  return- 
ed to  town,  when  she  arrived  at  Bromp- 
ton  ;  but  had  desired  Mrs.  Western  to  as- 
sure her  Ladyship,  that  the  young  lady's 
pulse  was  much  steadier  and  stronger  than 
.when  last  he  saw  her — that  she  was  more 
collected — and,  if  not  much  disturbed  for 
another  day  or  t^o,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
she  would  be  able  to  get  up  before  the 
c:nd  of  the  week^ 
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**'  I  will  owe  you  a  cup  of  coffee  for 
"5'oiir  intelligence,  my  dear  Mrs,  Western/* 
said  her  Ladyship,  as  she  tript  up  stairs, 
and  entered  the  chamber,  not  immediately 
Fecollecting  -the  terror  which  her  sweet 
friend  evinced  on  her  last  appearance. 
She  wa§,  however,  most  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  herself  recognised,  and  her 
hand  warmly  pressed  by  Fanny,  who  ob- 
served, that  it  appeared  an  age  since  she, 
had  the  felicity  of  beholding  her;  but  was 
rather  alarmed  when,  in  a  few  minutes,  the 
charming  girl  took  an  opportunity  of  soft- 
ly telling  her  Ladyship  how  dreadfully  af- 
frighted she  had  been  at  the  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  ^SirBernardine,  fervently  wish- 
ing she  might  not  again  be  tortured  with 
the  sight  of  him,  as  k  would  certainly 
drive  her  into  a  relapse. 

With  son>e  diffiailty  her  Ladyship  con- 
vinced the  dear  gifl,  that  it  was  herself,  in 
a  brown  riding-habit,  whom  she  had  seen, 
Waving  come  there  on  horseback;  but  af- 
ter alL  it  re^uir^d  the  corroboration  both 

*  of 
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standers,  that  it  was  the  first  time  he  evet 
Jieard  a  gentleman  killed  in  a  duel  order 
Jiis'coachman  to  drive  to  Thomas's  hotel ! 
From  the  multitudinous  reports,  her  Lady- 
ship made  shift  to  satisfy  herself  that  there 
had  been  a  duel— that  the  gentleman  in 
the  coach  was  not  dead,  if  woutided  at  all. 
.So  turning  to  her  xoachman,  ^he  ordered 
him  to  drive  home.  And  whilst  the  coach- 
-man  is  driving  the  gentleman tp  Thomas's 
Jiotel,  we  will  endeavour  to  inform  oqr 
readers  who  the  gentleman  was,  and  of  the 
*cau£e  of  the  duel  also. 


CHAP. 
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Sure  enough^  the  assertiona  df  the  fqsUng 
bloodSy  who  travelled  v^itliMiss  Koblevilte 
frofi[i  Kandford  to  Bagshot>  thftt  Captaiil 
Kobleville  had  xkxA  rccei\*cd  an*  vtetter 
either  from. the  y^ung .  lady  . or  the  Mftj»r> 
was  an  incontrovertible  fat:t,.  Th*  'master 
of  the  postroiffice,  at  the  village  of  •**——*-, 
near  Hiccory  Hall,  was;  for  pecuniary  rea-« 
Bons^  the  creature  of  Sir  Bernardihe;  there- 
fore, instead  of  forwarding  the  disconjwi^ 
late  mourner's  letter  :to  Jhier  .brotlter^.  sf 
.  vt)*.,  II*  n  Guernsey, 
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Guernsey,  he  immediately  enclosed  it  to 
the  Baronet  aj  Bath;  and  a  similar  ma- 
noeuvre had  been  played  with  her  letter  to 

•  ^  .  ih  *  •     - 

Dr.  Sibthorpe.  But  the  long  and  circum- 
stantial epistle  from  the  young  lady^  dropt 
into  the  post-ofHce  at  Plymouth,  by  herself^ 
went  safe  by  the  regular  conveyance,  and 
produced  a  greater  effect  than  the  young 
writer  had  anticipated. 

and  the  family,  that  when  h?  received  thQ 
letter,  no  person  happened  to  be  in  com- 
pany with  him,  or  he  would  inevitably 
b^e  beti^dy'ed  tbe-.j^urport  of  it.  He  raved 
•Evented  the  bofst  dreadful  execr^tk)ns — 
denounced'  the  most  horrible  vengeance 
o»  the  iitfirial  Baronet !— and,  jpossessing 
aistsrbrigj^/rrof  the  Percy,  where  the  7/d- 
ti0##r  softife- family' w^ias  concerned,' he,  no 
jdoul>t>  could  hkve  drank  copious  libations 
b(  hot  blaod  to  tbi^  monster's  destruction. 

^Ajt  the.lifeutenant*coIoneI  had  been  with 

ike  regiment  three  days  when  the  letter 

^ved,'  and   bad  reviewed  it  that   very 

.  ■  .'  '  '  moi^.itig. 


LCCKY    tSCAPESi 


Ut 


niQrnltig,  leave  of  absence  on  so"  solemfr 
tih'  Bccasibti-  AVas^readrly  obtained;  there- 
ibre/ slippitig  oh  ah  old  suit  of  uniform, 

«rJd  a  svrtoui  oVer  it^  the  day  having  turn- 

■»     .•  •  • 

etl  oiit  very  rainy,  he  took  advantage  of  a 
slobp  bound  to  Falmouth,  and  on  -the  third 
evening  arrived  at  the  Cottage.  But  findh- 
ing  llfebecca*s  intelligence  tending  more  to 
confuse  than  to  inform,  and  being  toIA 
that  the  good  Dr.  Sibthorpe  was  in  all  th^ 
dear  Inm/s  secrets,  he  would  not  alight 
from  his  horse,  which  he  had  borrowed  6T 
a  brother  officer  il  Falmouth,  who  hd|^ 
pened  td  see  him  when  landing,  but  pur* 
sued  his  route  for  the  village  ;  when,  soon 
passing  a  gentleman  on  horseback,  he  had 
not  proceeded  twenty  yards  further  before 
he  heard  himself  called  by  name.  lie 
stopt — returned. 

"  I  heg  pardon,  vSir,  for  stopping  you 
sfb  abruptly;"  said  the  geritleraan,  Wlio,  in 
fact.  Was  T)r.  Sibthorpe;  ''but  expecting 
a  military  gentleman  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,  and  fancying  Idiscovered  a*  uniform 

H  2  under 
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binder  ypiir  surtout^  may  I  ask  }f  jfP^^ 
name  is^Nobleville?"  An  ecl^ircisseinent 
unmedUtely  tooktp]ace,  when;  the  Doc^qf 
lipntinuedr-r"  Will  you  take  iip.  your  abode 
for  the.  night  at  my  house^ .  Qaptain  ?  ror 
shaJI  I  return  with  you  to  our.  dear  youiig 
jfriend^s  Cottage?"  ..  i 
,  .  The  Captain,  whoise  heart  was  too  much 
oppressed'  for  words^  pointed  towards  the 
Cottaget  ..cu^.  '^ 

/' With  allimy.heajrt,  Sir^rsaid  the  Docr 
\tP? ;.  ^^' w:e  shall  there  .bp  ip9^c  private?; 
JAcJeedj  I  W4S  goibf  thither/*  to  try.  rf  I 
could  procure  any  intelligence;  for,  J 
promise  you^  I  am  wholly  in.  the  dark  at 
present/' 

Having  seated  themselves  in  the  parlour, 
.where  each  vented  a  profound  sigh,  whilst 
casting  their  eyes  around  them,  and  the 
Doctor  posilively  interdicting  much  con- 
versatiQU  -Mntil  they  had  taken  some  sup- 
per>  the  brother  of  Fanny  had  time  to  re- 
cover from  a  fatigue^o  apparent  as  to  have 
required  refreshment.     They  then  enteretl 

into 
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ioto  conversation,  when  Dr.  Sibtliorpe 
isoon  discovered  that  the  lovely  girl  had 
left  Kttle  for  him  to  say.-  He  certainly 
yielded  the  young  officer  mHsch  satisfac- 
tion, by  assuring  him  that  there  was  no 
possible  chance  of  any  disagreeable  result 
from  the  impious  and  monstrous  conduct 
bf  the  Baronet.  But,  with  respect  to  in- 
fdrmatioTi,  as  the  dear  creature *s.fitst  letter 
had  not  reached  Guernsey,  the  same  withr 
holding  influence  had;  bej^bnd  a  doubf, 
prevented  any  XoiWon  letter  from  reach- 
ing hiiti-;  thei^efore,  he  coiiki  ^ive*  liiih  tt<9 
Other  address  thitn  i»t  Mr.  LSmfcerit's,  apdW hi^ 

cary,  in  TbttenKam-strcet. '  That,  as  to  the 
Hiccory  Hall  famrily,  they  s^t  off  again  fdir 
Bath,  the  very  day  after  Miss  Noblevillt 
left  the  Cottage;  and  he  had'  heard  bo- 
thring  from  them  since.'  * 

As  Captain  Nobleville  had  made  up  hh 

istind  to  visit  Sir  Bernardine  before  he  at-- 

temptedita  see  hfs  sister,  in  spite  of  every 

effortof  Dr.Sibthorpe  to  dissuade  hiril  from 

•so  raih  a  step,,  it  was  at  length  settled,  that 

H  3  Robert 
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Robert  should  in  the  morninor  take  .the 
horse  back  to  Falmouth^  agreeable  to  pro- 
mise ;  and  that  the  Doctor  would  send  his 
servant,  with  a  conple  of.hoi^^es^  by  six 
o'clock,  to  attend  the  young  gentleman-  till 
he  could  procure  a  post-chaise,  or  a  se;^t 
jn  a  coach.  At  length,  after  many  thanks 
from  the  oi^e,  and  many  sincere  wishes 
from  the  other,. ^the  gcpjle.iprien  separated  j 
the  one  returning  homeland  the.  other 
i^j^ring  to  sf;ek  some  ifepose^;  . 

Although  lh€;Captaipi wasby  no  means 
|>ftrtkil.tQ.}iis.old  unifqrm/i^hich  was- real* 
)y,«VHch  th^.w^i^e  for  wear>;  bejlng  unable 
to  procure  ready^-made  mducnrng ,  to  fit 
•binv  at  Falmouth,  he  \yasf  necessitated  to 
pnt  thcra  on  in- tb?  morning;  byt  con* 
sp^d  himself  for  his  rusty  appearanx:^,  bj 
resolving  to  purchase  a  suit  af  Bath;  .^d 
being  ready  to?  mqunt  before  the  horses 
arrived^  lie  no  sooner  found  himself  spat^ 
•in  the*  saddle,  than,  he  Ktcriilly -ported,  ([9 
.the  enrf.of  the  second  stage  before  be  hfiltr 
^i  Thf  r^  no  coach  was  ef  p^cted  fof  Bafh 
•».:.:'  "  or 
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or  Bristol  until  the  follawing  day ;  fortur 
uately,  there  was  one  post-chaise,  which 
he  instantly  secured.  Having  takeh  some 
refrcsliment,  he  lyas  preparing  to  proceed, 
when  another  example  of  the  old  sterling 
apothegm^  'Mhe  more,  haste,  the  worse 
speed  V"  evinced  itself;  for  putting  .his 
hand  to  his  pocket,  in  order  to  give  a  tiote 
lo  be  changed,  that- he-  might  make  Dr; 
Sibthorpe's  younjg  man  a  present  of  » 
crown  for  his  trouble,  the  Captain  missed 
hia  pocket-book !  He  instantly  recollect- 
ed ha;ving  heard  somewhat  fall  on  the  floor, 
a»  hfe  was  taking  his  coat  from  the  bed; 
"but  being  in  such  haste  to  set  forward,  the 
idea  did  not  strike  him  to  examine  his 
pockets,  or  to  see  what  tumbled  down. 
Hijghjy. Vexed  at  such  accident,  he  raved> 
stanrpedj  fretted,  swore,  as  young  men  ra- 
ther angry  are  very  apt  to  do.  At  length, 
when  Reason  could  catch  an  opportunity 
to  whisper  a  word  in  his  ear,  she  calmly 
told  him,  that. the  best  method  he  could 
pursue,  in  such  a  dilemma,  would  be  to 

i^  4  wail 
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wait  ivitb  patience  until  the  servant  took 
the  horses  back^  and  the  Doctor  could  for- 
ward  tfce  pocket-book  on  a  fresh  borse. 
Here  again^  *^  the  more  haste>  the  Woise 
speed  I"  stared  the  Captain  in  the  foce. 
The  servahV  toid  him  he  had  ti-a veiled '  the 
fwcnty-five  miles  so*  very  qurc*:r*that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  hu!*Sry  the  horses 
back;  bat  he  certahily  wouM  make' all  the 
haste  he  couM^  without  iiljuring  the  poor- 
creatures. 

The  landlord^  who  knew  the  hots€S>^ 
and  very  frigbly  respected  their  -mastdr,* 
wished  Captain  Nobleville  to  proceed,  as 
he  seemed  so  anxious  to  reach  Bath^  offbr^ 
kig  to  accommodate  him  with  money  to 
defray  his  expences  ihither.  But  recol- 
lecting that  the  further  he  travelled,  the 
Airtherhc  should  be  from  his  pocket-book^ 
arid  that,  most  probably,  he  should  return 
by  way  of  Plymouth,  he  expressed  bis 
obligations  for  so  kind  an  offer,  aiid  de^ 
termined  to  await  ifs  arrival. 

On  the  servant  teaching  th^  vilfege,  the, 

^  ..  Doctor 
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Doct<9r  ^^s  Qut  dn  an  obstelFH:  affaii^^  and 
didRQtcQlBc  home  ^tiU  fiiofe  o'ck>€k.  fio 
perused  Ihe  C9ptain's  letter^  smiled  at  hk 
precipitancy,  and  sent  for  the  pocke^ 
book:.  Bui  as  he  hoped  a  few  hours,  of 
cool  refijection  might  somewhat  allay  the 
yotthg  man's  rancour^  and  render  the 
meeting  at  Bath,  less  ominous^  he  deter'^ 
xiuned  not  to  forward  it  till  eariy  the  nexl 
moroitig^,  so  that  it  was  seven  o'clock  when 
the  servant  arrived;  and  in!  two  rainntes 
after  the  coach  arrived  also^  having  one 
place  vacant.  The  Captain  had  no  time 
to  write,  but  isent  a  thousand  thanks  bj 
the  servant,  whom  he  amply  rewarded  for 
his  troubJe.  Then  repeating  his  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  .  landlord  for  his  very 
obliging  ofier,  he  stepi  into  the  coach) 
and,  after  a  tedious  journey,  retarded  by 
torrents  from  repeated  thunder-showers, 
arrived  at  Bath  late  on  the  evening  of  the 
second  day. 

Whilst   dressing  himself,    the   morning 
after  his  arrival  at  Bath^  the  Captain  re- 

H  5  solved 
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Mlved  -to  get^  measured  for  a  sttit-of 
mournings  the  moment  be  had  taken  bnsik^ 
fast,  fiut  hh-  meiriory  recurring  to  the 
lofernal  temple  scene>  Htirilst  taking  his 
last  cup  of  coffee,  he  resolred  to  make 
the  Baronet  >  the  first  ^^bfect  of  hTsatten** 
tion.  Kor  was  he  long.at  a  loss  to  disco- 
ver Sir  Bemardinc's  aparfments — but  the 
bird  was  flown  !.  Lady  Hiccorj^  remained, 
indeed/  but  the  Baronet  had  gone  to  Lon- 
dtm  several :  days !  Xatiualiy  supposii)]^ 
that  the  vfllain  was  in  pursuit  of  Fanny, 
thefenraged.  brother  resolved  not  to' delay 
^  moment;  returning,  therefore,  to  the 
inn>  and  discharging  his  bil),  assured  that 
his  pocket  book  was  safe  in  his  pocket,  he 
took  a  seat  m  the  first  coacdi  setting  out 
for  London,  and  biidj^dieu.  to  Bath  in^  a 
faiirry.    .... 
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A|  man  should  not,  by  hia  condact,  render  himself  liable  |o 

'•"'  ".'"^         ■'.    '.  •  '' 

a  cha11engi?V  whom  nothing  but  the  apprehenston  of  being 
publicly  exposed  as  a  pdiroon,  can  induce  to  meet  the  peiioii 
lie  has  injured. 


>V£  trust  our  r^decs  ;^yill  not  be  surprised 
ivhen.  iV£  inform  them  that,  the  follow-' 
ing  mornings  >fr.  Lambent  found  him$el£ 
s>omewhat  incommoded^  whilst  at  break&st,. 
by  a-, multiplicity  of  questions^,  several o£ 
vhich  he  thought  it  rather  fortunate  that 
Mrs.  Laipbent  was  not  present  to  feel,  her 
irritability  roused  at.  For  the  apothecary/s. 
apparent   indifTerence  respecting  his  old 

n  b  and 
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and  Worthy  friend  Dr.  Sibthorpe^  incensed 
Captain  Nobleviile  exceedingly;  to.  say 
nothing  of  his  hufiis  and  hahs,  when  inter- 
rogated relafivc  la  hw  Joretf  sbter^  as  in 
the  Captain's  vocabulary^  ingratitude  was 
indelibly  stamp t  the  worst  of  crimes.  Yet 
here  too  the  son  of  Galen  was  rather  un* 
meritedly  judged ;  for  be  could  have  been 
very  communicative^  and  have  expressed 
himself  with   gratitude   towards  Dr.  Sib* 

thorpe^  and.  concern  towards  MissNobfe- 

»  •  •      • 

yille;  but^  unfortunately,  Mrs.  Lambent 
felt  herself  a  little  indolently  inclined^  and 
had  desired  she  might  not  be  disturbed. 
Therefore^  as  the  lady  was  the  flame  that 
constatntly  illumined  him  in  all  his  actions, 
not  purely  medical,  where,  we  are  pixrad 
to  confess,  he  was  sufTcred  to  reign  wholly 
predominant^  it  was  not  from  a  real  defi^ 
ciency  of  gr^ititude  and  concern  thatMt/- 
£ambent's  At^m^  and  AoAs^abounded^so  cb-'* 
piously,  but  the  want  of  his  illuminator,  to 
elicit  those  chords  of  his  sensations,  that  be 
might  be  dtily  authorised  as  weU  asstitmir' 
*  .  *  kted 
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lated  to  brkig  them  into  pkiy.  €ons^-> 
qtientlyj  uhable  to  obtain  the.  anxiously- 
required  ift4elUgence,  or,  in  factji  any  in- 
telligence .atallj  the  Captain  left  the  tongue- 
TCfilir^inefl  apothci<:ary,  \and  determined  to 
c<Hiftult  a  brother  offioer^  who  was  on  leave 
of  absence  with  hi$  family  at  Bromptonj 
as  to  how  be  should  proceed  to  gain  in-« 
fomuution;  whein  hastily  turning  fram 
Ri^bone-^aee  into  Oxford-street^  he  felt 
lit  neeAsary  to  apologiseifor  irunning  vio- 
lently against  a  gentleman;  and  looking 
up  to  see  whom  he  had  incommoded,  he, 
to  his  equal  s^^rprise  and  satisfaction,  be- 
held Sir  Bernardine  Hiccocy  !  HaJf  pf  ike 
apology-  was  instantly  closed  with  villain  ! 
-rrBionster ! — 'infernal  scoundrel  !r-^and  in 
a  ..minutr  an  appointAient  to  meet,  near 
the  Serpentine  River,  in  Hyde  Park,  took 
placey.vrben each  promised  to  be  punctual 
ta  the  hour  of  .seven. 

Precisely  at  seven  o'clock.  Captain  No-* 

bkvilie;  .with  bis  friend  Captain  Fassett, 

was  on  the;  ground ;  they  sauntered  abbut> 

,5  looked 
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hooked*  at  the  river— stared  at  the  cam- 
aged  arid  people  passing  ihrough  the  Pait 
— counted  the- 'trees-— and  curtert  the  =  vil- 
lain for  trifling  so  shamefulfy,  uiftit  near* 
ten  !  They  then  deterltnined  to  n*ak©'a#o* 
th^r  visit  to  Mti  Lambert t;  and  see  if  their 
imifed  ititiiient&  c6\M  prevail  ^on'  the 
taciturn  gentleman:  to  become  a  little 
inoife  communicative.  Gvossihg  •  Bon<t- 
street,  they  salw  the  Baronet  -rtio^in^-  fei- 
su^ely 'towaitls  them;  iea?aing  on  thearni 
of  a  gebdeman,  weU  known  on  thetcrwn, 
though  wdt  mu^h  esteemed;  because  the^ 
world  was  better  acquainted  with  his  oc- 
cupation than  hi«  heart.  Sir  Bernardine 
seemed  so  ^ery  intent  on  the  subject  they 
wey*e  conversing  on;  as  hot  tb:  perceive 
that  the  Captsdii  and  his  friend  were  wait* 
ing  to  receive  thein.  At  lengthy  being 
nearly  close  to  each  iotber^  he  started;  at« 
tempted  an  apology^  and  wo  old  hate  pass** 
ed ;  but  that  not  being  the  intent  of  the 
iiijured  brother  bf  the  insulted  Fanny,  htt 
resolved  not  to  let  his  bird  escape  him  so^- 
•  •    :--  easily> 
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easily^  ^o  insisted  that  they  should  call  a 
coacb,^nd  driving  to  tlie  Park^  determine 
the  little  afiair  out  of  hiind;  Aftef  some 
evasions  on  the  part'  of  the  Baron^t^  and 
some  very  han^h  threats^  of  pOblic  chastise- 
ment on  the.  part  of  the  Capt^in>  Sir  Ber- 
nardine  assured  him^  that  if  the  party 
^ould  go  and  take  coffee  with  him^  >vhilst 
he  dispatched  a  letter  for  a  confidential 
friepd^  he  wouid^  in  one  instance  at  leasts 
endeavour  to  re-establish  himself  inr  the 
Captain's  good;  opinion.'  : They,  therefore, 
walked  to. the  Gloucester  CofTee-House; 
fromi  whence,  whilst  breakfast  was  pre-* 
paring,  the  porter  was  dispatched,  with  the 
letter.    . 

As /scarcely  a  syllable,  was  uttered  during 
bre^ikfast,.  the  JB^ronet  thinking  how  he 
should  be  able. to. extricate  himself  should 
his:  letter  fail,  and  the  Captain  how  he 
sbould  shoot  the  rascal  who  had  dared  to 
2|tt^ipp$ -violating  the  honour  of  bis  sister^ 
we.  will,  venture  to  jsay,  by  way  of  filling 
up  the  chasm,  that  could .  Captain  Noble^ 

ville 
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vill^haV^.  pdoetrailed  tlie  intentioBs  of  Sic 
Bernairc}injs^.wMlst  writing  the  letter^  he 
>v9ruld  not.- so  risadily  have  yieldjed  his  per^ 
mission  to  adjoiurn. .  lo  fact>.  the  letter  waa 
addressed  loai  sheriff -S' officer,  with  whom 
be  h^di  the  ,prec&diiig  eYening  left  a  writ 
for  the  atrest  of  bis  gallanSt  Hotspur^  With 
an  especial  injunction  to  the  ofl^er  to-  be 
at  Hyde  Park  a  few  minutes  before  seven 
a'clock  on  the  foifacnving  mormng,  where 
he  wouM  be  sure  to  find  the  genttemaii> 
bnoi-full  of  lAurderous  int^nti^As.  And 
had  the  officer  obeyed  the  ^niandat^/  ihe 
Baronet  wonUU:  to  a  certaiaty^  have  been 
d»  punotuxl.itdtl:}e.appoint{lieqt  asxhe  Cap- 
tain was,  he  being  neither  far  distant,  nor 
inattentive  to  the  sc6ife>  Unluckily  for  Sir 
Bernardiite,  the^  Dfflcei^  ha4  made  a  part/ 
with  soime  friencb'  to>t^^ir7i'^.day'i&  sfiort  at 
Aacot.Uea4:h  Ti^s^iit)  vesoLved  to  let  the 
young  inaniix«-^  day  kmgei?,  as'  he  coold 
cfach'him  at  hi^^  leisure.^'  Qfqoui^eh^ftfter 
an.  absence ;x>f  two  hours  nearlyy  th^  {>or^ 
ter  jHsrurned  yrifh^  ani^wer,  tiiM  the  gei|« 
I  tleman 
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tleman  was  compelled  to  go  out  of  town  on 
especial  bueinem,  and  would  not  return  til) 
the  next  evening.  A  hint  to  defer  the 
iittte  aflfair  till  then  lyas  received  with  so 
DrvHch  di^iist,  that,  fearful  ef  contemptu- 
ous treatment  iit  a  public  coffee-room,  the 
Baronet  reiolved  to  make  a  virtue  of  ne-* 
cessity,  and^hew  himself  brave,  howevei* 
much  he  might  feel  otherwise;  for,  to'af 
certainty,  that  did  not  appeal*  to  him  to^ 
be  one  of  his  fifghting  days.  He'  ordered 
a'coaeh^:  paid  \he  waiter,  and,  a^uring 
Captain  NobiedHe  that  be  was  then  hU 
very  humble  servant,  told  the  coachman 
to  drive  through  Hyde  Park  towards  Ken^- 
sington. 

Th»c?is^an  old,  vulgftr  saying-i-'''If  U 
ilian  gets  out  of  bed  with  the  wrong  fooC 
fi6remost,  nothing  Will  go  right  with  him 
all  day/"^  So  it  happened  with  Sir  Bernar- 
dinei  one  would*  imagine ;  for  no  soohei* 
had  tiie  party  entered  the  coach,  than  a 
heavy  thwndef-sbowcr -fell;  and'  cleared  the 
Park  completely.    ConSecjiiently,  when  the 

weather 
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weather  cleared  up^  and  the  coach  was  dis^ 
charged^  there  was  not  a  soul  to  be  seen> 
though  the  middle  of  the  day  !  Here  the 
Baronet's  hopes  were  again  frustrated ;  for 
he  flattered  hi^sclf^  that,  at  all  events,  he 
might  ;cpnlriTe  to*  render  .their  purpose 
obvious  tpi  the  curious  part  of  the  compai- 
ny  near '  them,  and  by  that  means  be  pre- 
vented from  fighting.  So  mitch,  and  so 
evident,  was.  his  chagrin,  whilst  moving 
towards  the  portenttous  spot,  that  his  com- 
paijjpfi  cQbld  not  help /ivhijpertng  him>to: 
think  of  an  apology,  if  he!  felt  hiinselF  very 
nuiclx  disinolitted  to  the  contest.  ■.  ■ 

•Now  thiere 'is'^lso  Another  old" saying— 
*'  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient;**  and  so 
was. the  hint  of  the  Coiorfd.  Tbere.;was  ho 
possible  .chantje  rpfe6e;ip'e>  the  Baironct 
plainly  perceived  ;.and  he  wa^  wise  enough 
to  ;knoWi  that  .hb  could  not  experience 
jjvore  danger,  lif  hef^ped;  his  man  boldly, 
th^n  if  he  cl^rpnicled  >hi^s^)f  a  coward. 
Tjicnefore,  turnit1g;^th^  matter,  off  with.  *'  I 
wish  tcfould  hay/^.seiern  my  friiwid  I  but  us 

that 
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rtiat  is  impossible,  and  ^  he  knows  my  in- 
tentions with  respect  to  my  family  con- 
cernsi-  with  yoqr  kind  assistance  we  wi)I 
Up  without  him ;  so  no  apoIogy>  if  you 
'please^  Colonel." 

*  The  Barooet  stood  the  first  fire  in  a  c;»r 
pital  ytyle,  and  neither  were  hurt.  On  the 
:necpnd  rpund,  .the  Captain's  ball  s)i^tly 
wpiiiided  bis.  adversary .  in  his  right  arm^ 
below  the  elbow^  and  the  blood  gently 
trickled  down  the  middle  fingeir.  Con* 
ficious  th^t.  he  was  not  severely  hurti  be 
.yet  felt  it  wpuld  not  be  prudent  to  trust 
Jlong^r  to  fortune^  §0  thought  it  pruden/: 
to  stag;ger^  and  con  ojffttuoso  to  forgive 
his  destroyer^  to  wish  him  all  possible  hap- 
j}in)sss,  and  to  charge  him  to  mak^  the 
best  of  his  way.  put  of  the  Park^  jas.  l^c 
.ball  had  gone  up  his/arm^  and  had  pcrfor 
rated  his  body. 

. .  Not  poncciving  it  po^ible  that  a  man 
pould.  play  the.  jnyppcritp  .at  such  a  time. 
Captain  Noblpviile.  really  c^ppr^he^ded  that 
Sir  ;BeruardiQe  was  dangerously  wounded ; 

and 


164  ItJCKY   ESCAPES. 

and  that  bis  advite,  so  apparently  kiod^ 
proceeded  Tro^  sensations  of  contrition 
for  the  injuries  he  hdd  tl6ne  hfs*  family, 
itesolved  not  to  appear  to  despise  bis  iri* 

« 

structions  at  his  lasi  moments,  he  the  tiiore 
read tly -listened  to  the  pritdient^suggeslions 
of  his  friend^  Captain  Fassett ;  atui  they 
mad^'  off  as'  fast  as  possible  through  Ken^ 
Kingston  Gardens,  by  the  Baysvrater  CfetCi 
rmrnd  ttf  Hammersmith,  where  tliey  dined. 
Nor  did  they  venture  to  Brompton  till  late 
ht  the  cvenitrg,  when;  to  their  great  con^ 
cem,  and  uneasiness  also;  they  were  iiv- 
formed  thaf  the  wbtrhded' gentleman  wais 
reported'  to  Ke  withbot  hopes  af  'tec'b- 
very ! 

SutA  inteTIigcnce  wa6  bf  too  gloomy  it 
Vrature  to  suffer  the  military  friends  to  en- 
j6y  thenrs^lres  ofvef  their  bottle  after  sup- 
per. Captain  Fassett  determifred  to  re- 
turn to  Guernsey  very  early  in  the.  rnorn- 
ing,  that  lie  ^itiight  bo  found  at  his  post; 
and  CapbitrSIobliVilfe  inured  him  of.  his 
returft  thfe  liibtnewt  lie  had  discovered  his 
^  •  sister. 


LUCKY   £SCAP£S,  1C5 

sister.  To  effect  which«  he  resolved  t9 
put  as  advertiseinent  rinto  the  pap^^>  but 
:^o  word.^  a^  to  be  understood  only  by 
themselves*    .  , 

.  Aflter,  accompanying  his  friend  to  Ham- 
sieffimith  early  the  next  morning>  and  see? 
iQg  him  jntq  tlte  first  coach  bound  to 
SouthaiiPpton,  Captain  Nobleville  returned 
to  his  friend'jSL  house,  and  took  breakfast. 
Whilst  at  breakfost,  the  want  of  mourning 
recurred^  and  he  desired  Mrs.,Fa$sett*Ji  nerr 
"vai^  to  request  some  tailor  to  come  to 
hint..  As. his  poor  forlorn  Fanny  was  selr 
doof  many  moments,  from  his  mind,  he 
a;sked  the  man^  whilst  he  was  measuring 
him,  if  he  had  heard  of  a  yery  fine  young 
girl  having  come  to  lodge  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood recently,  as  a  relation  of  his 
had  quilted  her  usual  residence,  and  he 
could  obtain  no  tidings  of  her  ?  The  tailor 
replied,  that  the  people  at  the  public- 
hoi)8e>  where  he  genecally  spent  his  even* 
ings,  were,  the  very  last  evening,  talking 
of  some  beautiful  creature  who  lodged  at 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Westcrji's,  not  far  distant,  and  had 
been  dangerously  ill  for  some  dayis,  biil 
was  upion  the  menditig  hand^  the  maid  said 
— that  she  had  never  been  visible  to  the 

f  « 

neighbours  yet,  except  once  or  tWictf  at 
the  whidow— that  she  \vas^  dnTy  visited  i>jt 
dhe  person,  besides' the  Doct6'f^—atid  that 
he  was  given  tb  itnderstaiid  the' "^ersoh'was 
a  lady,  nearly  as  hihdsome  as  bcrsHF.         * 

The  fail W^  recount,  as  to  a  tfeatitiftil 
ybwifg  ■  creatiife,'and  her  being  in  viable  to 
tfie  Heighbbufhodd,  was  highly  satisfac- 
tory to  the  anxious  brother;  biit  herfct^ 
ter  to  him  announced  her  being  in  /o7e- 
rohle  health!  And,  as  to  receiving"  tbe 
visits  of  a  lady  only,  he  knew  of  no  lady; 
cither  in  London  or  its  vicinity,  to  whom 
she  was  even  known,  much  less  intimate; 
still,  he  thought,  there  could  be  no  harm' 
in  calling;  and  taking  his  hat,  as  sotitx^'ii 
the  tailor  had  departed,  he  knocked  "df 
Miis^.  Western's  door,  and  enquired  if 'Miss 
Nobleville  lodged* there?  i' 

Mi-s.  W-cstem  appeired'at  the'iurtimbn^ ; 

but. 
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T>ut,  instead  of  immediately  answering  the 
qiiestioiis,  she  could  not  help  gazing  on 
Tifs  coiiritenahce,  and  viewing  hfs' person. 

The  Captain  wishing  to  soften  an  an^ 
'swer  to  be  dictated  by  such  a  scrutiny, 
^id — **  I  confess.  Madam,  that  appear^ 
^nces  ate  rather  against  me,  'as,  insteadof 
sih  old  unifornii,r  should  have  been  in  sa» 
Ijfcs.  -But,  I  can  assure  you,  anxiety  to 
"fcehold  a  beloved  sister  has  hitherto  pre- 
"%'ented  me  from  suiting  myself.  If  \fiss 
^^obleville  lodges  here.  Madam,  I  am  her 
brother.     Am  I  permitted  to  see  her." 

*'  Why,  really.  Sir,  there  is  a  very  strong 
likeness  between  you  and  the  young  lady; 
"but  I  will  let  the  lady  know  lirst,  if  you 
please." 

"  Do,  Madam,  and  shew  her  this  letter." 
It  was  the  letter  sent  from  Plymouth.  Mrs. 
Western  took  it  up  stairs  in  her  hand,  and 
returned  directly  to  introduce  her  lovely 
young  friend's  adorable  brother. 

h  being  high  xvashifig  dat/,  as  Mrs.  West- 
cm  came  down  stairs^  she  recollected  the 

want 
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jvant  of  starchy  .which  she  had  forgot  to 
purghas^  f he-last  time  she  was  in.  tow]i»  so 
di^^tcUed  her  little  boy  to  prx>cure  some 
at  a  shop,  jiist  by ;  and  that  they  tnight  not 
b/^.  dijsturbed  again,;  she  left  the  4oor  on 
.the. jar,  for  th^  (iiild  to  open  himself. 
Pouring :  ibis,  ^hort  interval^  ]jady  Aretbusa 
JBeltnont;  ^^n\i^;  and  entering  in  her  £»<« 
xniliar.  manner,  became  ri vetted  to  tbestaii>^ 
P9Se,  iii^  r^latedj  ,in  the  fourth,  chapter  of 
ihe/first  volume  of  litis  work. 
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'  c^AP.  XIX. 

1   ■■■>■.. :  '  ■  » 

•  * 

.  Hqfir  cpadiljr  do  tbf  contrasted  paasionSf  love  and  sngr^ 
evince  themselves  in  -the  hunwi  countenance^  even  at  fhevr 
dawning! 

''Bless  me!"  exclaimed  (he  lovely  coti- 
valescent.  Waking  from  lier  long  repose, 
*'  has  your  Ladyship  done  me^the  honour 
to  watch  me  during  so  long  a  slumber?" 

*'  Indeed  I  have,  my  love  ;  and  I  was  be- 
ginning to  wish  I  had  brought  my  night- 
cap with  me/  for  I  grew  apprehensive  you 
might  sleep  for  a  month.  But  I  will  not 
murmur  at  my  long  watching,  since  I  can 
plainly 'perceive  by  your  eyes  that  your 
sleep  has  refreshed  you." 

VOL.  H.  I  ''  Oh, 


.  ^'Ob,  my  dear  Lady!  if  I  were  but 
certain  of  my  brother  getting  safe  to 
Guernsey,  I  feel  myself  so  much  recover^* 
ed,  that  I  could  almost  say  I  was  happ^fc. 
And  if  dreams  could  make  me  so^  I  realljr 
should  be  one  of  the  happiest  creatures 
breathing,  for  I  have  had  such  a  dream  !'! 

4 

*'  Oh  ves !  most  wonderful,  no  doubts 
my  love.  But  as  I  do  not  feel  myself  suf- 
iictently  drowsy  to  hope  all  imerpretsrtran 
pf  it  in  a  'similar  way,  will  yon  have  tlie 
goodness  to  relieve  my  craving  curiosity, 
by  indulging  me  with  a  wonderful  account 
^  it?" 

. .  ''  It  was  a  n^afit  strange,  and  a  most  .^en- 
.fcbaatHig ^ream,  indeed!  But,  ntm  I  re- 
.collect,  1  must  not  reveal  it  to  your  Ls^- 
,dyship,  for  you  are  materially  concerned 
.10  it,*  and  the  old  folks  say^— '  It  is  sure  to 
jirotraci  the  completion  of  a  'dream,  if  it 
<lo  not  disperse  it  quite,  by  relatHig  it  first 
to  a  party  .concerned/  Beside^  you  would 
be  a  loser  by  the  realiaatioii,  and  I  had  ra- 
ther twenty  such  dBeanss  should  totally 

fail. 


fail,  than  you  be  a  ii^t  (n  weatcli  mA 
happitiesi/' 

"  Bttt  f  can  tell  you  what  om  «f  Ike 
youag  fiikt  tay*'^'  If  you  do  not  itiBtaiiAir 
t^H  me  the  dreacn^  f  dmlt.  expire  f ro^n  naere 
curiosily.'  So  do>  you  be«fitchinj(  crea- 
ture/ 1>e  quicky  and  begin  v^ith  yoolr 
dream.'* 

^'  Well,  then,  my  dear  Lady^  t  dreamt 
that  I  was  reposing  myscftf  on  this  very 
sera,  when  your  tiadyshtp  and  my  brother 
entered  the  room,  hand  in  -hand,  arrayeA 
in  white  apparel,  beamifulty  tidomed  wkH 
gold  ! — that  you  seated  yourseh^s  on  <hfe 
edge  i^f  the  soTa,  you  caltinf;  hhn,  'my 
dear  liOrd !  V  and  he  calling  yoli,  *  my  detf 
Lady  V  And  that  I  felt  to  hapfyy  oh  hear-* 
ing  the  extreme  tenderness  of  your  ex- 
pressions, that  I  actually  wept  for  jrtV; 
Wiw  not  that  a  strange  dream,'  my  dear 
I^ily?-'"  ■•■;  .     ■•    .   .      '     .    ■ 

.  "  Hand  in  hand !  I  a  ladv^  he  b  lord  ! 
5S*range,  'indeed,'my  love,  very  strange  !^* 
•  "  Impdssiblejt  I  think;  my   Lady  !    for 

I  2  there 
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^Ilttj^  aij^  t^O/inany  obstructions  l^etwcea 
Frederic  and  the  title,  for  hirti  to'be  a  ior^;. 
a^J^(«mr!^uf^:.his;rbenrC  is  too  tender  to 
^Sj?|;:HiWvt^:ta.:remQvcf  any  one  of\  tjicmr 
i»fffl?y:rte,jpr0rpjo0fibis  grandeur  ;rt 
tlvfeWea  qft'Oftbillty  op  the  qne  hand,. and. 
9fi^*  ejjqi^j^it^fi  ptize  pji  th&  other,  Svould? 
almost  entitle  a  young  man  to  pardon>  IC. 
bp:sdLi^7Vtnt-*eito-Masbia  little  rti^re*  ar- 
dfently, [ttiore, stt^ng^ly  thaa  usual."    .     '  ' * 

i^V; }  am.  -sure  ry<rti  ar*.  a  strange,  lovely 
}|(>^i>g' creature  17  said-LadyAretJiui^  er^-i 
^^^lp^t\^g  to  stifle  a-sigh,  x>f  more  import 
ttijt'^rl^e  wished  even  her  young  friend  to ^ 
n^ice  atf  ttuijt  juncture,  r-"  Your  strangpe^ 
dr^am  hajS  givj^n-  riseto  a  very  strange  kind-. 
<^ifCPPse'^tiQn';  >^nd  if  I  listen  longer  tov 
yi^r  c^^^tngs^  1  fthall  be  too  kite  for  din- 
tiep:*i  ]tlisfhtg4i  tiftte  too  that  you  should 
l>ftye,your*s.  r:MTS,.Bowrme  has  already  look- ' 
ed  in  three  times,  but  we  would  not  ven-. 
tanejt^  disturb  you;.  1 1  will  !now  let  them 
know  thatryou>are  ready  foxf  your  chicken, . 
a»  soon  as  that  n  feltdy  fca*  you,    God  bless 

:•-    \  '  :  you- 
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you!  W h 'gobc!  *giil]  arid  cdAtimie^im- 
proviti^  i^'fast  as  yon- have  done* difring 
y ottir  *ifcrt^  kovtri '  Slrfmber;^'  inS  yotf  -  \t^l 
inakfS  md  li^ppy  i^hen  P  sfee  you- f o^mrf- 
rotrj'    Fatewdlf'  ■'";••  »■•  -f"-''-'  '''•■■'*»:i^ 

"  Well,  r  declare  !•' -said  Mrt;  Bow'l?fre, 
a&she  entered  the* rOofn,  in  eons^qiteAi^e 
^  fier  Ladyship '$  infdrraation;  "  yrhw '  I 
was  at  school^  Vve'iisfeid  to  say  that*  iho 
sight  ^F  a  youftg  man  would  cure  a 'head- 
ache; of  half  a  day^s  standing;  and  I'll  be 
haiiged  >f  the  handsome  young  officer, 
though  your  own  brother,  hasn't  dorieyoxi 
full 'as  much  goddV  for  you  really  look 
charmingly.  •  Ay^,  stye,  as  my  husband 
says-^'  Nothing  like  ia  fillij)  of  health  tfo 
paint  *the  fade^  of- beauty.'  Yes,  yes,  it 
beats  your  parlez  vbus  plaisters  and  red 
rouges  all  to  pieces. '  Well,  we  liave  done 

'  bur  business  below,  and  have  been  long- 
ing to  see-  you  down  stairs  this  hour-^— or 

'will  you'dine  here  ?"' 

''  In  the  parlour,  if  you  please.  Ma'am ; 

'  aad' we  can  adjourn  hither  to  tea." 

I  3  «  So 


^5a.  we  Kiil.  Wein.you  caat  tbiok 
&OW  happj  1  am  to  see  jou;  lool^  w^i^jldi 
Wter!   By  Lady  AjrelbuM^ijghing^fp  Joifjd- 

]^  iii^liefi;gl|^  If  ft  urs^  I  w^  a&aiid  y^^  VPtt^ 
Qot  have  been  quite  so  weU.  For^  ^-99^ 
&ilAMid  saf^— ^  W<yiti«i>*fr  sn^ks  are  apt  to 

* 

ViftitA  flbowevsi'  I  must  he  gone  thcugh. 
C4H»  y<m  coiife  dow»  by  yd<ttitieif  ?  WeU> 
4o  tiien^  my  dear  £riend/* 

Fanny  tod'si^bed  lotuUjff,  soon  dfter  Mrs. 
BotH^tie  ]eA  the  room,  fn  pttre  sympathy 
wkb  har  eharmig^  (^ien4;  biM  her  w^ 
was  the  eSect  of  j<»y  ruiher  tJban  sorrow. 
y<mng  and  iaexp^ienced  as  she  was^  she 
4oy]A  easily  perceive  ibart  her  dr^am  was 
lislened  to  by  Lady  AnstbuSair  with  a  pe- 
culiar complacency ;  aivd  9»  ardent  minds 
are  a|il  to  eifeouri^e  fitroBg  anticipatioii$^ 
ah€  ooiild  iM>t  help  flatter&iig  herself  that 
ibei^e  HHg^t  cfHne  a  day,  when  she  dhooid 
aee  her'  darling  brothel  and  her  charm- 
ing friend  actually  united  hand  tn  hand 
together. 
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'^  TTiot/'  sftid  the  lovely  girl,  as  she  rose 
irom  the  sofa^  '^thiat  is  the  first  wish  of 
my  liestrt !  Oh,  gracious  Heaven  !  grant 
but  that  blesiwd  wish,  uni  I  f hall  be  moat 
Mipyr 
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CHAP.  XX. 


What  flattering  geaciotitj  will  the  iniifiont  mind  ikpigf, 
when  libtfalhj  is  cticndal  to  the  fimhenuice  of  tti  aeftrioM 
INupoaes! 


Dangerously  ill  aiS  the  Baronet  appeared 
to  be,  when  playing  on  the  feelings  of 
Captain  Nobleville  and  his  friend,  they 
had  not  hastened  many  score  yards,  before 
he  convinced  the  Colonel^  who  had  offi- 
ciated as  his  second,  and  had  deceived 
thousands,  for  deception  in  the  honour- 
able science  of  gaming  was  his  profession, 
that  he  was  but  yet  an  infant  in  the  imi- 
tative 
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tatH^^  jtnysCeYy^  .^Qdipared  to  to  profdand 

aa  ^dept:    C^^je^/  •i>(i«Nefft,  for  that/was 

.^h0:Q^jer'^  .n^lnej  except  in  the  neigh- 

bourhoodr  oP'C{aniiie/-r-and  there^  indeed, 

-be 'Was abetter  known  as: Cot^r^  CarroU, 

of   the  Queen's  Ba^s — Colond:  DoubiUtts 

could    iiot   help  elevating  his  hands^  hia 

eyes^  bi^/sbouldera^  and  loudly  exclaiming 

'-H'.^Ohj.  by  my  'toul !  but  you  top  all  that 

jeyer  I  s;iiv  half  so  clever  as  yoin-self,  by  the 

long  odds !  so  you .  do;     Upon  my  con- 

;s(jienc^y:;MF.  KiiAble, .  his :  ownsdf,'  could 

-1l^^have  played  the  part.half  Iso  .prettily ! 

No,   nor  the  \\xx\e  Cooke  of  the  stage  to 

boot.!.    And  put  tfaenr  both  together^  on 

.  opposite  smEss,  as*  they  stand   when  Ihey 

a^e acting.     Qch,  blood  and  oonz,  man! 

.yi^tin  the  worjd  could  inspire  your  won- 

•  dfrful.  geivius.to  put  the  dipt  spunge  into 

fthe::isght  vsleeve,  that  the  red  ink  might 

trickle  down  your  finger,  when  you  could 

:not  know  but  yon  might-  want  it  for  the 

left?  .:  Hey!   Whal!  by  my  veracity,  and 

it  is  re^t  blood  !-^T^y6ur  own  dear  blood  it- 

A. .  -t .  I  S  self. 


f?8  vockv  EBCio^es. 

tdtS,  so  itts!    ¥m,  4Mfb,  )ifiift yMir  Mh is 
a  littfe  scntdit  ittioihd  img^n  !    dif»  h^l 

nrfate '.  yoxt  tthanjoped  the*  ^cohmi  of  :3rotir 
dbeek  sd  ilelieatxdy,  ifast  my  louva  siatr. 
iSfi^  tiev^r  looked  balf  «o  foir  in  ^l  fcer 
life!" 

How  far  the  CoUmel  mght  hatve  apMirc^- 
pbuied^  it  it  not  easy  to  4ei(eniiine,  hadim 
mot  liesrd  the  Baronet  ofiercd  a  handtoiae 
hrihe  to  a  slbabby^Iooiiing  fdtow^  if  he 
#oiiid  watch  the.  estaptHg  gentlemen  till 
they  houmd  far  the  %ight,  and  bring  inf^!- 
ligence  to  'him ;  when,  Tecoilecthig  that 
he  had  been  out  of  luck  ioc  the  last  ftix 
week0>  that  the  town  was  alasost  etnpty, 
and  he  totally  defickat  of  the  artieU'to  le- 
qutsite  to  traTelliiig  genteelly^  he  wk]s|per- 
ed  the  Baronet^  that  he  should  enjoy  the 
frolic  as  much  as. a  haunch  of  venison  and 
a  batch  of  Madeha;  and  havinj^  be^  ttmni 
r.tr^n^d  to  accept  of  a  couple  of  n«^les^  of 
two  ppinids  each,  :tolfi^ds  d^fVayin^  the 
expences  of  the  day^  the  C«tfMe2  lopk-  ea-. 

.  .  pecial 
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peciid  iCttK  to  keep  the  game  in  his  eye^ 
umil  lie  saw  them,  t^  cover  at  tlie  Castle 
at  HalM^ciieisiiiith ;  from  whence  hie,  at 
mgbi,  followed  thetn  across  the  fields,  to 
the  house  of  Captain  Fassett*s  mother,  at 
SiPOBtpton. 

Meantime,  Sir  Bernardine  was  highly 
pleased:  at  having  picked  up  an  acquaint- 
ance, 4vbey  though  not  deficient  in  cou^ 
rage  himself,  could  laugh  at  the  appear^ 
anceofany  little  qualmishness  in  a  friend; 
tar  he;pjdced  up  the  Coland,  by  mere  ac^ 
cident,  at  Thomas's  Hotel,  that  very  morn- 
ing only.  In  fact,  he  thought  he  heard 
one  of  the  waiters  speaking  rather  abiiipt- 
iftq  -him  about  his  little  bill,  so  intro- 
4duced  himself,  in  hope  of  finding  a  conve** 
nient  eompanion,  for  the  few  days  h^ 
ahotild  r^nain  in  town. 

.Sir  Bernardine  walked  leisurely  towards 
-Che  Piccadilly  Gate,  winding  his  handker^ 
diief  round  his  arm.  This,  with  the  whispers 
4>f  a  lad  or  two,  who  saw  the  last  fire  of 
the  >engagemei^t'at  a  considerable  distance, 

1 Q  was 
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was  sufficient  to  give  the  Uttle  affair  iuiiple 
publicity ;  so  that  by  the  tiipe  be  xeadied 
the  gate^  he  had  nat  collected  Icat:  than 
a  hundred  gazers  about  hiai^.soaie;  of 
whom^  lured  by  bis  affected  grimapet,  and 

« 

apparent  twinges^  had  the  curiosity  to  fpir 
low  the  coach  all  the  way  to  Thomas's  Ho- 
tel^ in  Berkeley-square.  There,  the  hero 
had  his  arm  dressed  for  the  iirsi.aiid  last 
time^  as  the  surgeon  told  him  it  was,  mere^ 
]y  a  singe^  and  would  be  well  in  a  day  or 
two — took  a  comfortable  dinner,! and  ib- 
licitated  himselfj  not  only  on  his  lucky 
escape^  but  on  the  efFect  which  he  wa3 
vain  enough  to  imagine  the  duel  would 
have  iu  his  behalf  on  the  sympathizing  bor 
*om  of  Fanny.  In  that  respect,  however, 
he  siiot  far  wide  of  the  mark.  The  lovcjy 
Fanny  most  certainly  was  sprry  that  he 
was  wounded,  both  on  his  own  and  his. fa- 
mily's account,  for  she  had  not  yet:  fgiv 
l$otten  the  many  agreeable  houiTS  that  she 
had  spent  in  his  and  their  company  ;. but  her 
principal  cause  of  inquietude  was  from  ^p- 

*     pre- 
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|i^0beti6iQit8:  of  disagreeably  cons^qliences^ 
fihcMildl  tliie  duel  prove,  fatal..;  That  predi- 
)ectioiii  t{iat  somewhat  very  much  like  at- 
tacbment^  which  bad  made  a  stride  or  two 
ovex*  tb^  heart  of  Fanny;,  ,hisi  brutal  cOn* 
duct  in  thq  lemple  had  overthrown ;  ^and 
die  sbockridlie  received  from  his  infamous 
barjingue  to  Mrs.  Lamibenf^  soon  made  the 
whole  evaporate,  as  though  it  never  bad 
been.   ■  ■. 

On.  the  return  of  the  ^Colonel — ^psha.! 
why  sbould  we-  istumUe  so  often  at  the 
Colonel? — why  should  we  feql  uneasy  lest 
-the  Colonels  of  the.Btitish  army  should 
execrate  the  presumption  of  our  Baro>- 
net's  friend  ?  '  We,  on  the,  contrary^  canr 
not  help  expressing^  our  applause  at- the 
gailantry  of  his  ideas. .  The  corporal  h^ 
no  doubt/  oftentimes  seen^  as  well  as^  Mr. 
Gibbet/  what  an  excellent  travelling  name 
Captain  was;  and  having  frequetitly.  be- 
'  beld  the.  eclat  in  which  the  Colonel  travelleii 
^heneve^' he.  visited  the  regiment,  tholigh 
iu)t  a  i^iiigle  man  ^iiv  it  wa$>  ignorant,  th^c 

:  through 
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fhrou^  iiOlw-moing,  the  ha2aM^«ble;^M4 
th^  extravagance  of  his  fasrily^  he  ^M^M 
poor  as  any  one  of  thettij  we  «ee  notfaiii|^ 
9o  very  extreordinayy  in  the  voun|^  felk^w 
thuikmg^  if  Captafn  was  univei«(alty  -aTlovf^ 
4^  40  t^e  d  good  li^B^elKng  nafne^  OoRmtti 
ffom*  his  own  observation^  must  be  mncft 
better;  and>  when  vtt  the  act  of  astutnthg^, 
the  higher  his  ideas  soared^  certainly 'the 
more   laudable  was  his  ambition !     Nayv 
we  cpn  safely  assert^ '  that  when  his  pretty 
sisterShelabrought  him  his  discharge  from 
the  mayor >of  the  Yegiment,  in  conlipensa-^ 
tion  for  goods  &old  and  delivered  agreeable 
io  eavtr^act,  though  we  will  do  the  young ' 
fellow  the  justice  to  say  that  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  extent  of  the  bargain^  imagin- 
ing that  a  kiss  or  two^  while -making  the. 
Major^s  bed^  at  the  Crown  Inn,  had  gained ' 
f  he  necessary  influence  over  him^  and  pr^ 
seRted  ibim  with  a  purse  of  fifty  ^guiaeas^: 
4o>seek  his  fortune  with,  he  had«iottra*^ 
"vQlled  twenty  miles^  after  taking  lenveef : 
his  Iaiber>  mpther^  ^i}&  brolhem^i  and  live 

sistersj 


stMerSytAsidlngiil  a  snug  *  dabin;  itesrr  ^et- 
hafd»  m  <he  c^iiWyi^f  Tipperaty,  tefofe 
his  oiittial^*scKi4'8etiHilly  Mared  to  the  as- 
«Uinpttdli  ef  General !  And  he  had  po- 
sitively been  one  of  hia  own  brevctting, 
but  'thsit  a:  recetit  conn^manial  had  ca- 
^iefed  A- gentleman  of  that  rank  for  being 
gtrill^  of  fighting— at  a:  distance,  under  a 
comfortable  roof^  and  well  sheltered  from 
th*  train  1  Therefore,  as  the  eUdevofii  cor- 
poral ^as  not  afraid  to  face  any  enemy  in 
the  open  iield,  he  declined  being  a  Gene- 
ral, until  some  of  our  gallant  fieid-officers 
shovld  have  wiped  the  'white  spots  from 
the  purple  truncheou'^so  contented  him- 
self with  the  appellation  Cblond, 

On  the  return  of  the  Colonth  then.  Sir 
Bemardine  '  was  so  much  delighted  with' 
his  account  of  having  exeaited  his  com- 
'  mission,  that,  convinced  such  a  useful 
friend 'should  not  be  lost  for  a  trifle;  he 
/orcatf  *two  notes,  of  ten  pounds  each,  on 
the  idmirii^g  gentleman,  which  so- warmed 
his  heart,  4hat  he  sivore -by  Bt  Patrick,  and 

.    :         5  all 
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.CATcr  li]«€4:  ,i?i  any  "COFWRN^rf  fb»  WajfeS^s 
dpgiipipp^  .God  blps^lMni  b<ift:f«lfei  »pr 
one  ;inore  after  the  ^honouirable  sf(u}:Qfath!C 
JOpubktU  ntlther  I ,  i,,  ,.;.  .. :,.,,,;   ,:.,,i;,. 

•  saornirDg  as.  the  Cqlonel  qoujd  con^dnieiitly 

•rise,  bei^bpujldgQ  to  the 'sheriff's  officer, 

and  order  Vwo^.fik  qf  tight  ir(fanirff,r  the 

one  p^rty.^o  rbe.stedoo^i  near  Captidti 

(Passe^t'i^  i\\^  otht^>pil4e^'thi^walMeading 

.  frpm.  the  jtj^rppilpe  4;oKpightsbrid^e>  hopiriig 

that^  shpuldf  .Captain  >^oblevillei  who  t^ 

JBaronet  reg^atedlyswQiTQ  had  injuted  him 

past  jfQrgii:«pne3s^.^eludc  t.he  saga?ity^pf.tbe 

one,  he  might  rijp  j^tq  ,t{ie  clutches  of  the 

^pthor^i  TThep.S(ep%rfttmg  ipr.the  night,  and 

4he  Colonel-  h^xivig  paid  Tpifnmy  Jh:ip9  the 

head  waiter  s^t  the  hotel,  bis  little  bill  of 

'^J^'^  15  :.;9,  .w^iph.  he  had  swprn    to    Sir 

.^^erjCkardine  ;w«s  every.  shUIipg  he  .owed  in 

the  whole  world,  either  in- London *or  any 

\?M^^^\^H  ^xpept  ?  trior's  bill  fojjithirQf- 

.' ^^"^  P5?V^9^^7  ^^^^  .^^  h^d  1^/  to.^b4$  dis- 
charged 
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charged  in  Dublin  by  his  dear  sister  Shela> 
more  than  seven  years  ago,  each  retired 
to  bed,  there  to  hug  themselves  on  the 
Jiicky  events  of  the  day  past,  and  to  brood 
over  mischief  for  the  day  to  come* 
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CHAP.  XXI. 


Ko  wottder  that  maojr  «f  oor  nadim  mniBun  rfmold 
evince  to  ttroiif  ■  partialitjr  far  two  ftringi  to  thtir  bowf p  when 
tbow  envied  iaftramentt  liave  long  been  turned^  crea  lo  t 
proveibf  for  theif  conveaienoe* 


Ik  undertakings  of  consequence,  we  so 
frequently  find  their  success  chiefly  attri- 
butable to  good  generalship^  that  we  sel* 
dom  express  surprise^  when  we  see  some 
people  as  long  in  arranging  matters  pre- 
vious to  the  general  commencement  of 
action^  as  others  are  in  arranging,  com- 
mencing, proceeding,  and  failing;  because, 
being  very  partial  to  old  saws,  that  excel- 
lent 


leat  one — ^'^  S)oW  »d  wve  is.  the  pnly  ¥eay 
iH  the  ^foffld  tQ  4<r  a  tbin;^  well/'  is  seldom 
from  aw  nemory.  ..:0f  cowrie^  knowing 
tke  Colonel's  ibrle  sil  mMioravmig,  and 
knowing  also  <hat  he  wts  at  the  officer's 
hotmeby  seven  o'clock  the  foUowing  room- 
ing, our  atnazensem  Wfis  not  tn  the  least 
excited,  oo  observing  ilie  n^nnidons  glid* 
idg  lo  tkeitr  posts  so  ^laie  as  eleven;  but, 
vith  tUcdriUii^g,  as  to  place,  manner,  ob- 
servation of  penoft>  ^e.  firCr,  which  they 
repeatedly  received  from .  the  expert  com- 
naiader,  we.  eertahrif.  shoi^ld  lid.ve  won- 
ckred^  Brot  a  Httle,  if  the  Captain  had  ef- 
feoted  bis  escape  from  such  ^.posu. 
.  ^  Tba^  the.  pwty  wa^  not  captured  at  Mrs. 
Eaisettts,  <  vf^s  owing  to  the  enemy  making 
hi8ii>ro^d  so  A'cry^  Jafte  in  the  day ;  and  thft 
hdff^  not  aorprisctd  and  overpowered  .:«i 
his  lister 'sy  was  owing  to  the  dextero4it^  re- 
treat so  afcly  advised  by  Ganerftl  Western, 
nndet  cc^ver  of  the  Back-'idme,  and  sup- 
-tparled..te)r  the  General's  little  boy.  But 
what  cani  be^expected .  from  youth,,  how- 
ever 


evtr  brav*^- however  gallant,  howcvct'rtn- 
di^d  in  the  tactics- of  the fieldj  against  age^ 
strength,  cunning;  and-,  numbers  ?     Even 
-as  far  as  Knightsbridge^  complete  succ^ 
bad  crowned  our  hero's  wishes,  andjoro^ii- 
ing  into  a  hackney-coach,  he  was  feaidesa-i 
]y  advancitig' towards  Piccadilly,  confident 
that  his  march  most  be  free  from  all  dan- 
ger of  ambuscade,  the  enemy  being  t§o  far 
-in  his  rear:     Alas,  alas!  when -we  exult- 
ingly  cry — ''The  enemy  is  for  away!" 
-how  often  do  we  find  him  ready  to:  tap  us 
*on  thefibouldiert!    Ahd. sordid-it  occur  on 
that  even tfijir  day:     For  .stopping  to  give 
the  pass-wond,  at  that  invincible  barrier, 
which  so  often  obstructs  the-'  coifilnunica- 
ti^n  between  ^Knightsbridge  and  ■London, 
the  dauntless  leader  of  the  cdfp«-  de  teserse 
•popped  his^head  into  the  coach;-  and  fa* 
•cetiou^ly  exclaimed-^''  Ha  !  my  dear  Cap- 
itaiii^  Noble vi;lle>  hbw.arb  ybui^"    What 
•  could  our  heror so  accosted;  dt>?'  ■  He  was 
^unconscious of  ever  having iConitnitted  apt 
act  that  sh^utdi.  make  him-asfaalmed  of^'bis 

name. 
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name. .   Why  •  dehy  it  'then  ?      He  would 
not  deny  it— -he  did  not  deny  it.     He  only 
told,  the  gentleitiad  who  so  familiarly  sa- 
luted hiin>   thatihe!had  not  the  honour  to 
riecognjse  liim-^lhat  he  was  exceedingly- 
sotryj.  the  \irgency   of  -his,  affairs  would, 
ifot'SulTer  him  to  wait  an.  eplairci^sement,. 
as  he  .wfis;parti€ularjiy  eng^g^  .in  the.  city, 
but  would. .bff  happy;  to  meet  him  any. 
"where  at. any  other  time.     And  it  was  not 
until  ihe  leader  had  actually  produced  his 
aidechdU''^amp#  John  Doe  and  Richard  Hoc, 
that  .the  Cdptain  could  be  prevailed  on  to 
recollect  a  pre-engagement  to  dine  with  a.; 
family:  plarty   in    Carey-street.     Thither,. 
however^  he,  at  length,  ordered  the  conch-: 
niajft  to^drive.him,  and  the  leader  and  his 
aide^du-camp  also.     And  as  one  mortifi- 
cation   seldom    comes    alone,    before    he 
reached   the   hospitable   mansion,  he  was 
amply  convinced  that  he  ought  to  b^  not 
only  ashamed  of  his  name,  but  sorry  that 
he  should  have,  put  it  to  a  note  of  hand 
for  a  hundred  potinds^  and  have  confided 

that' 
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that  tH>te  to  the  custody  of'co  inramom  a 
seroundrel  as  Sir  Bermrdine  Hicedry ! 
-  Though  the  Captain  had  during  Mtrride 
been  repeatedly  a^ured  of  meeting  with 
the  mo^  genieiSe^t  compmig  tit  Che  gtiMiF* 
hocne,  he  seemed  to  he  so  moclh  m^te  %ti^ 
diiiel  to  privacy^  that  the  f^ooA-m^t^ 
master  of  the  mattion ^e\^^  hitti  inftd  an 
elegant  little  dining-rocta^  Wherei  tfotwidi^ 
sfanding  the  adveMUres  of  t\kt  mornings 
and  two  sms^vettnds  ^hich  he  had  i>e« 
oeWed  from  the  pkrcing;  eyes  of  Lady 
Arethiisa^  be  made  a  very  heart|jr  diifntM*^ 
before  he  offered  to  claim  the  advice  crt* 
the  gentleman^  as  to- how  he  should  obtain 
his  liberation.     After  the  second  glass  -of 
port  tfie-d-icfe^  he  candidly  confiess'(^  Aat 
he  had  no  more  than  fifty  ponnds,  which 
he  could  then  command  ;  that  he  wbuld 
readily  pay  the  villain  .for/?/  of  it,  arid  give* 
his  note  fot'  the  remainder,  provided  ht 
coukl  obtain  his  liberty  tK«  evening,  as 
he  was -really  very  tinxiofis  to  join  his  re- 

giment.  

Now^ 
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Dow^  so  it  18  in  this  plotting  and  conn- 
tcr-ploltitfg  world,  the  more  anxious  gen- 
tJemen  appear  to  obtain  their  Irbenrtion 
Irom  ^Mcfh  mansions^  the  more  certain  the 

t 

ICjBcpers  Xff  those  mansions  genersdly  are^ 
thert  ihejr  "i^  soon  he  indulged  with  two 
Mrings  toi  their  bow,  if  not  three,  four,  or 
lialfa  doeen ;  consequently,  they  are  sel* 
idoin  lamed  Ibr  expedrtrng  tlfe  liberation 
;©f  thehr  captives.  But  Nature,  probably 
through  one  of  her  fimfastical  mistakes, 
Imving  infused  se^'cral  drops  of  that  unla* 
^ionabte  lotion,  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
jiiess,  i-nto  a  certafii  part  of  the  gentleman 
of  the  gr^en'^house,  he  could  not  look  at 
«  JBne  young  fellow,  standing  fair  for  pre- 
ferment, withoirt  wishing  him  at  the  head 
■of  his  company  in  Guernsey.  Of  course, 
he  advised  the  Captain  to  make  the  fender 
immediately  to  the  attorney  employed 
•gainst  him,  not  doubting  but  the  plnin-^ 
tiff  would  rejoice  at  such  proposal.  In  this 
instance,  thougb,  it  soon  appeared  to  the 
generous  adviser  that  there  must  be  some- 
what 
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what  eke  in  the  case  besides  money,  for 
the  attorney  immediately  returnjed  an  an- 
swer, that  nothing  .under  the  full  debt  and 
costs  would  be  taken!  And  knowing  the 
Captain  to  be  a  little  shy  on  that  subject^ 
asi  the  writ  was  returnable  the  next  day 
but  one,  he  very  candidly  advised  him  to 
rifsmain  contented  where  he  was  for  the 
n;ght,  and.  to  remove  on  the  morrow  to 
Banco  Rcgis,^  for  which  purpose  he  would 
recommend  lum  an  attorney,  who  should 
not  impose  on  him;.  So,  convinced  that 
it  waS/folly  to  struggle,  the  Captain  quiet- 
ly submitted  to  the  toil^  and- determined 
to  enjoy  another  bottle. 

As  there  was  much  ingenuousness,  and  a 
fund  of  gpod-nature,  in  the  officer.  Cap- 
tain Nobleville  parted  with  him  reluctant- 
ly, even  when  business  called  him  down 
stairs.  During  one  of  those  temporary  ab- 
sences, the  young  man  happening  to  miss 
his  pen- knife,  on  putting  his  hand  into  his 
coat-pocket,  discovered  the  purse  which 
Lady  Arethusa  )>adso  dexterously  contrived 

to 
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drop  into  it.  He  gazed  on  his  prize — shook 
it— opened  it — and  examined  its  contents. 
There  were  two  guineas^  a  half- guinea^  a 
Portugal  pieces  of  eighteen  shillings^  two 
twenty-pound  notes^  two  tens,  and  five  of 
Qne  pound  each  !  ^'  Good  Heavens  V  ex- 
claimed the  Captain,  ''  I  felt  somewhat 
touch  my  coat  pocket,  as  I  was  taking  a 
farewell  Idss  from  my  sister!  This  must 
be-lhe  gift  of  that  charming  woman,  my 
Fanny's  angelic  friend  ! .  By  the  appear*, 
ance  of  my  rusty  uniform,  she  conceived.!- 
ivas  not  overburthened  with  money,  and 
pursued  that  delicate  mode  of  forcing  her 
purse  on  my  acceptaiy:e.  She  called  her- 
self my  sister  too  ! — sister  !  Ah  !  I  want 
not  two  such  sistei*s  !  Oh,  no  !  she  is  too 
lovely,  too  enchanting  for  a  sister  !  She 
— ^yes — if  if  be  thy  bounteous  will,  oh 
Fortune !  that  lovely  creature  shall  be  the 
wife  of  Frederick  Nobleville !".  After  con- 
jecturing for  some  minutes,  as  to  who  she 

could  be,  and,  what  she  could  be,  he  cried 

•      .    .       ... 
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— "  Fsha !  she  is  an  angel !— a  gotfdta!  1 
-^ancl  that^  enough ! — she  shall  helnine!*^ 

It  could  not  fail  occurring  to  the  Cap*  ^ 
tain,  that  the  contents  of  the  purse,  wifb  ■ 
the  contents  of  his  pocket-book,  vrould.J 
discharge  the  debt  and  costs,  and  leave  ' 
him  more  than  sufficient  to  support  butt- 
to  his  regiment ;  but  it  also  occurred  th«t  - 
he  should  detest  himself,  verebecapabhf 
of  profiting  by  the  lady's  benevolent  in- 
dulgence.    Looking  at  the  Portugal  piece, 
he  perceived  a  hole  drilled  through  it, 
just  above  the  profile  of  the  head.  "  This," 
i^gbed   he,  "  this  will  I  wear  refund  my 
neck  as  long  as  I  live,'*  kissing  it ;  "  the 
riemainder  I  will  faithfully  return  tO'  the 
lovely    owner."     He    instantly    wrote  — -" 
"  Were  the  generous  beauty  less  estimable 
in  the  eye,  in  the  heart  of  the  wondering 
Frederick,  he  could  never  have  forgiven 
himself,  if  taking  advantage  of  so  amiable 
an  impulse^  he  had  dared  to  convert  her 
property  to  his  conTenience.      May  the 
tran- 
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transcfendant  fair  one  continue  the  pecu-* 
liar  xare  of  Heaven!  while  he  wanders 
through  a  desert  world,  adoring  such  ex«- 
ceHence/  and  vainly  endeavouring  to  de- 
serve it." — Then  folding  the  purse,  with 
its  content^  except  the  piece  which  he 
liad  selected  to  wear  round  his  neck,  care* 
fully  up  in  a  sheet  of  paper,  he  directed 
it ''  To  Heaven's  Favourite,"  put  the  whole 
under  a  cover,  containing  merely,  "  God 
blesB  yop,,  my  dear  Fanny !  Give  the  en- 
closed to  your  angelic  friend — Frederick/' 
And  on  the  return  of.  the  officer,  bad  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  his  solemn  promise 
to  deliver  this  packet  himself. 


*\ 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


■» 


A  mlndy  not  radically  bad,  if  lured  by  interest  from  the  path 
of  honour,  will  not  long  resist  the  voice  of  beauty^  when  |>er- 
Buading  it  to  resume  the  road.    *      '  • ' 


About  noon^  on  the  morrow.  Lady  Are- 
thusa,  who  was  never  so  happy  as  in  the 
company  of  Miss  Nobleville,  and  at  that 
juncture  felt  herself  more  warmly  inte- 
rested that  usual  in  the  welfare  of  her 
lovely  protegee,  paid  her  accustomed  visit. 
The  account  which  her  Ladyship  received 
of  her  friend's  progresi^^n-  convalescency, 
was  highly  satisfactory ;  indeed^  except  a  ^ 

little ' 
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Kttle  airxicty  to  hear  of  her  brother's  arrival 
'at  Gu^sey/;which  was  much  mitigated  by* 
theshkre  Lady  Arethusa  partook  in  it,  the 
young  hi^y's  mind  was  so  little  disturbed^ 
that  her  health  encreased  hourly. 
^  In  a  few  minutes  ^fter  her  Ladyship's 
arrival,  Mrs.  Western  entered  the  room, 
with  the  packet  addressed  to  Miss  Noble- 
ville^  .paying,  it  was  brought  by  a 'very  de- 
cent, good-looking  person,  who  'went 
away  without  speaking  a  s;^l]able.  ' 

'^  Fanny  blushed,  and  felt  uneasy,  while 
she  opened  the  letter.  Tor  she  knew  it  was 
'  from  Frederick,  and  had  heard  her  amiable 
friend  desire  him  not  to  write  until  he  was 
,safe  out  of  the  kingdom.     She  perused  hia 
benediction  to  her  with  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion  t  but  she  felt  somewhat  much   like 
pain,  when  viewing  his  command  to  give 
the  enclosed  t6  her  angelic  friend,  as  she" 
feared  he  might  have  committed  himself 
to  some  disadvantage.     However,  observ- 
ing her  Ladyship's  eye  fixed  on  the  packet, 
there  was  no  choice;  so,  feeling  a  slight 
^^"^^^  K  .3  suffusion. 
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suffusioiij  she  clelivered  the  paper,  vritb 
only — '^  from  my  brother,  my  Lady/'  . 

Lady  Arethusa  exhibited  a  tinge  of  the 
rose  too,  on  opening  the  packet  She 
started  at  the  sight  o/  the  purse,  blushecl 
whilst  perusing  the  contents  of  the  note^ 
and  sighed  at  the  conclusion  of  it.  ''  This 
brother  of  your's  is  a  strange  kind  of  fel- 
loiv,  my  love;  he  is  an  absolute,  proud, 
insolent  baShaw,  who,  because  I,  by  mere 
accident,  happened  to  drop  my  purse  in- 
to his  pocket,  instead  of  ^y  own,  during 
the  confusion  which  Mrs.  Western's  intel- 
ligence caused  among  us,  has  had  the  e& 
frontery  to  return  it,  with  a  flag  of  defi- 
ance !  Look  there,  my  dear,"  and  her 
Ladyship,  smiling,  handed  Fanny  the  let- 
ter ;  "  see  what  an  odd  kind  of  a  relation 
you  have." 

Miss  Nobleville  took  the  letter,  with 
evident  tokens  of  trepidation,  notwith- 
standing her  Ladyship's  smile.  She  de- 
voured the  contents  instantly,  and  soon 
recovered  herself.     Then -looking  wistfully 

in 


m   her  friend's  coiintenance  —  '*  Sureljr> 
my  dear  Lady  Arethusa,  this-  is  irot  aho-< 
gether  like  a  haugbtj  bashaw^"  said  the  . 
tiinid  beauty. 

'^  Not  like  a  haughty  bashaw.!''  replied 
](iejp  Ladyship;  /'then  I  am  afraid  be  \% 
$Qtnewhat  more  dangerous,  and  I  must  be-^ 
giuto  be  upon  my  guard."  And  she  sigh- 
ed againj,  and  kissed  hev. wandering  pr(i-» 

■ 

Ugie.  ■      ^     .  . 

WfaiTit  Fanny,  very  young,  a  Hute  san^ 
guine,  and  very  anxi<xu%  was  innocently 
angling  for  somewhat  more  satisfactory^ . 
•ad her  Ladyship  wa^askinocently  nibbling 
at  tbe  hooky  Mrs.  Western  made  her  sev 
cond  appearance ;  and  presenting  anothet 
packet,  said — "  There  is  a  gentleman  in 
the  parlour.  Miss,  waiting  for  an^  answer 
to  this." 

Receiving  the  letter^  snd  looking  at  the  / 
lupeiacription  —  '^  Heavens  !"  exclaimed: 
Fanny,  ''  this  is  from  Sir  Bernardine !    I 
null  not  jook  at  it !"    Andshe  tossed  it  on 
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•  »  ■ 

the  table^  pulled   out  her   handkerchief, 
and  wiped  a  tear  away. 

*'  This,  my  dear,"  said  Lady  Arethusaj, 
*'  is  what  I  have  anticipated,  ever  since 
your  brother  Was  traced  here.  It 'certain- 
ly is-  a  very  disagreeable  circumstance; 
but  you  must  summon  up  your  fortitude, 
^nd  meet  it  like  a  heroine.  If  you  will 
suffer  me  to  advise  you,  take  the  letter  and 
peruse  it.  As  to  the  answer,  which  it 
seems'some  gentleman  is  waiting  for,  you 
diall  either  return  one  yourself^  or  confide 
the  task  to  me,  as  you  think  proper/* 

Fanny  seized  the  letter  with  a  trembling, 
hand ;  it  was  a  precious  epistle  to  be  sure  I 
Its;  commencement  was  in  the  soothing, 
adulatory' style ;  but  having  told  her  he 
was  well  convinced  of  her  brother  being 
unable  to  protect  her,  he  began  to  assume 
the  bashaw,  in  the  strictest  meaning  of  the 
word.  Every  succeeding  sentence  de- 
nounced vengeance  on  the  lovely  victim, 
if  she.  would  not  suffer  him  to  visit  her: 

in 
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in  a  word,  he  used  the  most  horrible  im- 
precations^  that  the  wlR>le  world  should 
BOt  keep* her  from  his  arms^*  and  that  she 
should  be  his^  without  further  resistance^ 
or  destruction  should  soon  overwhelm  the 
whole  family  !  Having  concluded  the  elo- 
quent epistle,  all  of  which  she  read  audi- 
bly, the  devoted  fair  one  laid  down  the 
sable  scroll,  burst  into  tears,  and  emphai*  * 
tically  cried- — ^*  Oh,  my  Lady,  my  Lady  ! 
even  should  your  goodness  pirompt  you  to*  - 
protect  me  against  this  monster,  I  fear 
your  generous  efforts  will  be  vain/* 

'^  Never  fear,  my  love,  we  will  see/* 
said  her  Ladyship,  somewhat  triumphantly. 
*'  Have  j'ou  any  answer  to  return  ?  Oh, 
shall  I  return  one  for  you  ?  Well,  so  I 
wilL  But  observe,  I  expect  profound  sub- 
mission on  your  part.  And  if  I  should 
fe0l  it  necessary  to  claim  your  speech,  I 
shall  expect  that  you  will  not  behave  as  if . 
apprehensive  the  tyrant  would  eat  you. 
Well,  well,  be  a  good  girl,  and  never  fear/* 

K  5  Her 
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Her  Ladyship  then  requested  Mrs.  We6t(fem 
to  desire  the  g^nfletnan  to  walk  up. 

The  gentleman^  who  happened  to  b^  '  , 
Colonel  Dovbletts,  entered  the  room.  Her 
Ladyship  first  met  his  eye,  then  the  lovely 
victim.  He  gazed,  with  evident  surprise; 
first  on  the  one,  and  then  on  .the  other. 
**  Upon  my  conscience  !"  at  length  he  cx- 
^ claimed,  ''^I  was  taught  to  expect  the  sight 
of  an  angel,  but  the  devil  burn  me,  if  evep 
1  expected  I  should  behold  two  such  to-* 
gether !  and  at  the  same  time  too  V* 

Whilst  the  Colonel  was  speaking,  the  la-     - 
dies  were  taking  a  survey  of  him.     He 
was  a  fine,  athletic,  comely-looking  figujre,    * 
full  six  feet  high,  and  about  thirty-fivg.j' 
years  of  age.      Her  Ladyship  requesteS 
him  to  be  seated.    '^  You  were  the  bearer 
of  this  letter,  Sir?'^ 

''  Upon  my  conscience.  Madam,  and  I 

.  was  all  that,  for  I  brought  it  my  ownself. 

I  am  Colonel  Douhktts,  Madam  ,^  have  the 

honour  to  rank  in  the  list  of  friends  of  the 

gallant 


gftlUnt*  and  generous  Sir  Bernardine  Biic* 
cory/'  GjiUantry  in  gentlemen^  the  Ckh 
lend  knew  was  universally  admired  by  the 
fadies;  and  he  £|ncied  it  might  not  be 
amiss  to  add  generosity  to  the  catalogue 
of  his  friend's  amiable  qtialifications — aa 
£^w  ladies  liked  a  man  the  worse  for  b6« 
^S  generous,  he  had  often  experienced. 
'  '*  Crallant  and  generous ! "  said  her  La- 
dyship. "  Hum  f  Very  gallant,  'and  very 
generous,  no  doubt !  I  presume.  Colo- 
nel, the  Baronet  .would  not  have  ventured 
to  burthen  you  with  th6  conveyance  of 
this  letter,  without  making  you  acquaint'* 
td  with  its  contents?" 

^'  By  my  soul !  and  you  may  «ay  that/ 
Madam;  for  I  know  every  tittle  of  it— 
Aat  is,  I  believe  I  do>  for  the  devil  a  syl- 
lable have  I  seen  of  it  yet!  But  that. 
Madam,  is  neither  here  nor  there,  nor  any- 
where else,  yoq  know.  My  worthy  friend, 
9ir  Bernardine,  told  me  quite  enough  of 
the  business,  to  make  me  take  it  in  hand 
Mih  all  my  heart.     Said  he — ^Upon  my 

K  6  con- 
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conscience,  and  he's  as  sweet  a  bit  of  a  gen- 
tleman, too,  ladies,  as  a  lovely  young  crea- 
ture, like  your  two  blooming  selves,  need 
wish  to  clap  an  eye  upon  ! — Said  he,  ^  I 
know  the  lady.  Colonel,  and  the  lady  knows 
me ;  her  brother  can't  protect  her  now,  but 

I  will;  and  by  Heaven ! '  And  he  swore, 

by  J — !  asbad  asany  trooper  in  the  Queen's 
Bays  ever  did,  all  the  while  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  ride  in  that  regiment-^he  swore 
he  would  protect  the  lady,  or  perish  in 
the  attempt !  So,  perceiving  that  the  poor 
dear  Baronet  was  taken  so  fast  by  the  eye- 
brows, which,  you  know,  is  a  genteel  word 
for  being  cursedly  bothered  with  love,  I 
thought  it  was  an  act  of  but  common  civi- 
lity to  the  brave,  worthy,  generous,  noble 
fellow,  to  bring  his  letter  my  ownself,  and 
to  have  the  honour  of  taking  half  a  dozen 
smiles  back  to  my  friend,  from  the  beauti- 
ful darling  of  his  heart.  And  that.  Ma- 
dam, is  the  short  and* the  long  of  it,  and 
the  whole  of  it  too,  I  believe." 
The  ladies  did  not  dare  look  at  each 

other. 
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pther;  lestthej  shouid  smile  at  the  genuine 
harangue.  Lady  Arethnsa^  indeed^  could 
restrain  herself  only  by  bitiirg  her  lip^ 
She  locked  very  archly  at  the  Colonel — 
'^  Not  quite  the  whole  of  it,  I  believe.  Co- 
lonel ;  as  I  have  a  trifle  to  add  to  it,  which 
I  shall.beg  of  you  to  be  the  bearer  of."    ' 

*'  By  my  soul !  and  I'll  do  that  with, 
every  vein  of  my  heart;  for,  devil  burn, 
me,  if  ever  I  saw  a  prettier  creature  than 
your  own  dear  self,  since  I  first  remember 
seeing  at  all,  in  the  arms  of  dear  mama ! 
Faith,  and  ^tis  I  that  will  do  *any  thing  for 
either  of  you,  with  all  the  pleasure  in  life.'* 

'^  Then,  Sir,  you  will  take  this  letter 
back  again. '*  And  Lady  Arethusa  gave 
him  the  letter.  ''But,  first.  Colonel,  let 
me  beg  of  you  to  peruse  it'^ 

The  Colonel,  who  had  studied  the  Eng- 
lish language  at  Clonmel,  both  to  write  it 
and  read  it,  in  order  to  qualify  hhnself  for  ' 
the  situation  of  corporal  in  the  Queen's 
Bays,  cast  his  eye  over  the  Baronet's  pise- 
cious  episile,  whilst  the  ladies  felt  the  rouge 

of 
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of  Kahife  trnging   their'  lovely  cBeelsu'' 
Having  finishecl  it,  he  folded  it  up  verf 
leisurely^  plaeed  it  ander  his  foot^   took 
his  hat,  made  an  elegant  bow^  and  was^ 
quitting  the  room 

"  Colonel  !**  eried   her  Ladyship^  smi*' 
ling,  *'you  are  not  going  to  lea^e  us  yet?*^  ' 

V  Upon  my  conscience,  Madam^  I  have 
I30t  a  moment  to  spare!     For  if  I  don't 
use  all  possible  dispatch,  I  shan't  have  zft  . 
opportunity  of  cutting    the    scoundrel't^.. 
throat  befcH-e  dinner.     A  rascal !   a  poK 
troon  !   v?ho  declared  to  me,  upon  his  ho» 
nour  !  that  the  sweet  young  creature  knew^  . 
knew  all  about  it,  as  well  as  himself,  only 
was  a  little  shy  znA  squeamish,  2LnA  so  forth.. 
And  here,  bad  luck  to  the  dirty  paper  !*' 
and   he  stamped   on    it    violently,  ^^  the- . 
scoundrel  buUi€&.  and  brawls,  and  swears  to 
destroy  them  altogether^  as  fast  as  ever  be 
can  meet  with  them,,  one  after  the  others 
if  the  dear  littlie  creature  doesn't  force  her^ 
ftelf  to  give  the  villain  that,  which,  if  ever; 
she  gives  to  any  man  by  compulsion,  by 

my 
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my  soul !  she  oaghf  to  meet  with  a  Hic« 
cory  in  every  person  she  meets.  By  St^ 
Patrick !  ladies^  I  feel  so  much  ashamed 
of  the  paltry  commission  I  have  under- 
taken^  that  ^  hardly  know  how/  to  begii» 
mj  apology,  especially  to  ladies  who  are 
not  of  the  sort  I  expected  to  meet  withl 
But  if  your  good  nature  ilo  but  half  equal 
your  beauty^  I  am  sure  you  will  cheer* 
fully  accept  the  will  for  the  deed>  and 
forgive  me  with  all  your  sweet  souls.  And 
to,  ladies/ 1  am  your  most  humble   ser- 

^  Nbt  yet,  my  good  Sir;  I  shaH  not  part 
with  you  so  easily,  be  assured.  Colonel  r 
so  do  be  seated,"  said  her  Ladyship,  with 
one  of  her  transporting  graces.  *'  There 
is  somewhat  in  the  composition  of  you 
gentlemen  from  the  other  side  of  the  Chan-t 
ael, '  which,  in  spite  of  disagreeable  or 
untoward  circumstances,  evinces  the  man 
©f  feeling  in  every  situation.  Such  you. 
Colonel,  have  abundantly  displayed  your- 
self, by  the  marked  resentment  whtciv  yott 

have 
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have  displayed  at  the  indelicate  corn'misuon 
imposed  on  you  by  Sir  Bernardine  Hie- 
cory.  Your  conduct^  I  assure  yoq,  Sifj 
ha^  in  this  instance  highly  pleased  me; 
Your  name  is  not  unknown  to  me ;  and  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  say^  that  I  never  heard 
it  accompanied  with  a  dishonourable'  re« 
flection.  Hazard  is  the  goddess  of  yotur 
idolatry^  I  believe.  Colonel.  Now,  though 
J  am  no  gamester  myself,  I  dare  not  ap* 
pear  sp  unfashionable  as  to  censure  gaming 
in  others ;  therefore,  having,  never  heard 
any  thing  more  unfavourable  of  you^  than 
that  of  seeking  the  fickle  goddess  at  the 
^same  altar  where  princes  and  dukes  pay 
their  devotions,  should  she  at  any  time 
frown  too  severely  on  you,  rather  than 
yield  to  an  impulse  which  might  render 
you  less  estimable  even  in  your. own  eye, 
come  to  me.  Sir;  tell  me  candidly  your 
situation,  and  I  will  be  your  friend.  You, 
Colonel,  may  possibly  deem  me  a  strange 
kind  of  woman,  for  speaking.sp  freely  at 
our  first  interview ;  but  your  behaviour  in 

this 
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<his  afTair^  relative  to  my  sweet- young 
friend^  has  interested  me  warmly  in  your 
behalf;  and  I  trust  I  shall  ever  be  as  ready 
to  profess  my  friendship  for  a  good  man, 
as  for  an  amiable  woman/' 

The  Coloners  face  and  ear?  burned,  even 
to  the  admiration  of  Fanny,  whilst  her  La* 
dyship  wa^  speaking.  He  flattered  him- 
self with  being  above  the  common  class  of 
maAkind ;  but  he  could  not  help  fancying 
that  he  could  discover  in  the  lady  a  person 
of  still  higher  distinction.  He  did  not 
want  to  put  her  friendship  to  the  test  im- 
mediately, because  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  on  a  trip,  to  Margate,  where  he 
hoped  that  Fortune  and  lie  might  again 
become  reconciled.  But,  as  the  offer  of 
a  friend,  even  in  prosperity,  should  never 
be  lightly  treated,  he  thought  he  wouldr 
be  his  own  enemy,  if  he  wholly  refused 
the- lady's  generous  offer.  He,  therefore, 
made  her  one  of  his  best  bows,  and  deli- 
yered  a  very  pretty-turned  compliment, 
thanked  her  for  the  honour  she  did  him, 

and 
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and  assured  .her^  that  nvhenever  Fortotie 
should  absolutely  run  him  ouMt  theeIbow% 
he  would  drop  at  her  feet^  and  implore  her 
kind  influence  with  the  old  ladi/,  to  rein^ 
state  him  in  her  good  graces  again. 

*'  And  now/  Coloneh"  continued  her  La- 
dyship^  ''  I  will,  with  your  permiadon, 
Trouble  you  wjtb  a  message  to  your  prc^ 
cious  employer,  in  return  for  the  fiivoup 
of  his  letter.  But  I  beg  pardon/'  And 
whispering  Miss  Nobleville,  the  youay 
kdy  withdrew.  ^  You  will  have  the  goodn 
ness^  Cdand,  to  say  to  (ir  Beroardioe, 
that  I  have  taken  Miss  NobleviUe  undse 
my  protection ;  that  if^  from  this  honr^ 
he  offers  to  molest  her,  or  cause  h^r  to  b^ 
molested  by  any  person  whomsoerer,  I 
will,  on  the  very  instant  the  circumstance 
shall  come  to  my  knowledge,  advertise 
him  in  the  public  papers,  as  a  suspected 
mMderer,  and  offer  five  hundred  pounds 
reward  for  his  apprehension.  You  seem 
surprised.  Colonel.  The  idea  of  a  murderer 
having  employed  you  on  a  dishonourable 

gommission. 
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tOQimissibn  is  unpleasant  to  your  nature. 
But  though  t  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  fact 
myself^  he  knows  it  would  be  very  diflS- 
cult  to  convict  him ;  and  I  know  so  too. 
Yet,  assure  him,  Sir^  I  have  such  irrefra- 
gable  proofs  of  where  potent  poison  was 
purchased  by  his  command^  previous  to 
the  sudden  death  of  Major  Noblc^Ile,  who 
was  pressed  to  drink  some  of  his  wine  only 
three  days  before,  and  by  whom  the  poi« 
9NI  was  purchased ;  also  by  whom,  and  by 
whose,  direction,  the  houser^og  at  my 
young  fiiend's  cottage  was  poisoned,  in 
order  that  the  house  might  be  attacked 
wbb  the  greater  security,  and  the  deftoce-^ 
leas  lady  conveyed  away  to  an.  obscure. re- 
treat  in  the  monster's  park;  say  I- have 
auch  irrefragable  proofs  of  all  these  facts. 
Sir,  that  if  I  cannot  convict  him  to  death, 
i  shall  be.  certain  of  consigning  him  to 
perpetual  infamy.  And  here  I  declare  so-^ 
■  lemnly--r  I  speak  thus  deliberately.  Sir,  be* 
cause  I  observe  you  are,  very  judiciously, 
making  memoranda  of  my  observations-- 
:  .  it 
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it  requires  no  apology, .  Sir ;  in  fact,  1 
should  beg  pardon  for  not  having  request- 
ed yoM  to  do  so — I  solemnly  declare,  thai 
nothing  on  earth,  but  my  sudden  death, 
shall  prevent  me  from  prosecuting  .that 
villain,  should  he  dare  to  persist  in  Uis 
diabolical  intentions.  If  he  return  home, 
and  trouble  his  head  no  further  about  the 
lady,  I  will  venture  to  pledge  my  word, 
that  he  shall  hear  no  more  on  those  terri- 
fic subjects,  either  from  me  or  my  lovely 
young  friend ;.  and  I  think.  Sir,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  answer  for  you  also.  I  thank  you 
for  that  silent  but  expressive  pledge.  Co- 
lonel— And  so  much  for  my  commission. 
Sir.  But  now,  as  I  am  in  a  communica- 
tive vein,  I  will  venture  on  a  word  of  ad- 
vice to  you,  as  to  the  part  which  I  think 
you  ought  to  act  in  this  affair, 

'^  Conscious  of  the  superiority  of  my 
sex.  Colonel,  I  know  you  dare  not  chal- 
lenge me  for  any  liberties  which  I  may 
take  in  our  conversation ;  but,  I  beg  you 
to  Jjelieve,  should  any  thing  which  may 

escape 
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j^scape  my  lips  give  you  the  slightest  un- 
easiQess^  the  intent  of  my' heart  is  directjy 
opposite.  Even  iny  little  knowledge  of 
.the  world.  Sir,  lias  taught  me  to  perceive, 
tbat  some  gentlemen,  •  however  transcen- 
dent their  abilitiesj..ai}d  refined  ttjeir  sen^ 
tuneiits,  constrained- to  rMy  for  a  genteel 
subsistence  on  their  i^uccess  at  the  Union, 
possess  a  niceness  of  honour,  which  will 
not  suffer  them,  to  be  sq  much  as  suspect- 
ed only ;  therefore,  what  1  may  urge  will, 
on  its  .first  blush,  probably  present  an  un- 
favourable aspect.  But,  suffer  me  to  say, 
the  good  folks  of  the  world  in  general  en- 
t^rt^in- sensations  widely  different.  Their 
ideas  of  rectitude,  though  duly  strict,  are 
also  duly  just ;  and  fastidiousness  to  them 
is  ever  laughable,  if  not  disgusting.  Your 
attention  flatters  me.  Colonel.  I  will  pro- 
ceed. 

.  "  A  run  of  ill  luck  may  possibly  have 
forced  you  on  a  commission,  which,  at 
any  other  time,  you  would  have  strictly 
investigated  the  /proprj^ty  of,  be/qre  you 

would 
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would  have  undertaken  to  execute;  and 
as  you  may  have  submitted  to  some  trifling^ 
obligation  from  Sir  Bemardine^  gratitude^ 
no  doubts  had  its  sihare  of  influence  over 
you;  for  when  the  pocket  is  low,  unex* 
pected  relief,  from  9  soothing  and  profess* 
ing  friend,  opens  the  heart,  inverts  the  op- 
tics, and  makes  even  deformities  assume 
the  appearance  of  beauties.  I  perceive  my 
suggestion  is  not  far  wide  of  reality,  Cold^ 
nel;  and  I  rejoice  that  you  appear  to  feel 
the  subject  so  forcibly,  because  it  con- 
vinces me  -that  you  are  not  familiar  to 
those  situations.  But  let  not  your  feel- 
ings, aggravated,  perhaps,  by  my  observa- 
tions, hurry  you  to  an  act  of  desperation. 
If  you  feel  as  I  do  in  this  case,  you  will 
deem  the  impious  Baronet  unworthy  of  a 
call  of  honour.  Your  death  might  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  triumphing  for  a 
moment;  but  his  could  reflect  no  credit 
On  you.  Besides,  I  understand  he  has  a 
large  family,  and  my  young  friend  tells 
sne  that  Lady  HiccDry  is  really  an  amiable 

woman. 
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voman.  No^  Colonel,  let  your  resentment 
be  evinced^  by  inflicting  a  pecuniary  pu- 
nishment on  the  monster.  He  has  sub^ 
jected  you  to  a  predicament^  which  might 
have  proved  a  source  of  inquietude  during 
lifi^ ;  he  is  conscious  6f  having  paid  you 
.to  act  \\ke  himself;  ^o  yoti^  Sir,  convince 
him  of  his  mistake^ '  and  make  him  pay  you 
for  acting  like  the  real  gentleman. — I  again 
repeat,  CoUmdr  I  shall  be  proud  to  assiist 
you  on  any  em^rgency^  for  your  conduct 
this  day.  Call  on  me  whenever  yoii  will^ 
you  shall  find  me  as  gaod  as  my  word.  If 
you  wish  further  to"  oblige  me,  you  will 
pursue  my  advice  with  respect  to  Sir  Ber^ 
nardine.  Whatever  you  may  obtain  from 
him,  as  a  douceur  to  part  upon  friendly 
terms,  be  assured,  will  be  no  in  ore  than 
you  deserve,  for  the  insult  inflicted  on 
you;  and  take  mynvord  for  it.  Sir,  ho- 
nour will  smile  with  complacency  and  sa- 
tisfiaction,  while  you  put  the  reparation  in 
your  pocket.*' 

.  The 
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The  Colonel  had  remained  so  exquisite- 
Jy  attentive  to  her  Ladyship's  long  speech^ 
that  he  \vas  several  times  almost  breath*- 
less.  He  certainly  would  have  liked  vastly 
to  cut  the  Baronet's  throat,  for  inveigling 
him  into  such  an  employ ;  but  there  was 
somewhat  so  convincing  id.  the  lady's  re- 
fliarkSi  and  still  much  more  convincing  in 
the  beautiful  lady  herself,  that  he.  was  re- 
solved  to  foregp  the  satisfaction  of  killing 
the  gentleman,  and  content  himself  with 
takifa g.>t he  lady's  advice,  and  making  him 
^ay  for^  his  life.  Committing  the  sub- 
stance of  ^  her  Ladyship's  speech  to  his 
pocket,  he  made  a  profusion  of  thanks  for 
her  generous  offers  and  excellent  advice; 
and  was  concluding  by  saying — '^  and  now. 
Madam,  I  will  take  my  leave,  assuring  you, 
that  your  lovely  person  will  never  be  ob- 
literated from  my  heart,  nor  your  name 
from  my  memory,  while  I  live.  But,  up- 
on my  conscience !.  now  1  recollect,  I 
haven't  the  honour  to  know  your  naltne  at 

all 
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all  at  all!"-— when  the  door  wa^  opened, 
and  Miss  NpUeville  introduced  Dr.  Fair- 
borne. 

"  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont!*'  cried  the 
I>octor,  running  up  to  the  lovely  orator, 
^^'I  am  happy  to  see  your  Ladyship.  You 
.  Idok  charntngly  to-day.  And  if  we  don't 
contrive  somewhat  to  pull  this  youitg  iad)r 
down  a  little,  she  will  soon  look  »  rosy  as 
yourself/'  Then  turning  himseir  round, 
he  exclaimed—''  COona  LkmUetUt  Oil,  ho! 
I  do  not  wonder  at  ladies  looking «0  love- 
ly, if  Colona  DavkUtU  is  their  irfshor ;  fi^r 
gaHahtry  ts  his  forte,  and  nothiAg  height-* 
€ns  the  glow  of  beauty  so  cmtdi  as  Ike 
company  of  a  gallant  man/' 

''Up6n  iny  conscieniee.  Doctor,  and  I 
would  much  rather  have  met  you  at  the 
table  of  some  of  our  friends  near  St. 
James's,  for  all  that !  For,  bad  luck  to 
me,  if  lam  not  ashamed  of  my  viij^t,  and 
ashamed  of  every  one  I  meet  af  it  into  the 
bargtiin.  Hoovever^  I  hope  Lady  Arethusa 
Belmont,  whose  name  I  have  often  heard 

VOL.  w.  I*  men- 
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menttoned  with  pleasure — though  I  never 
had  the  honour  p^rspnally  to  admire  her 
Ladyship  before  my  ownself — I  hopc^  as. 
I  have  said  once  already^  sh^  will  kindly 
accept  the  will  for  the  deed^  and  pardon 
her  bumble  .8er\'ant,  without  mzkitig  him- 
bother  himself  about  apologies^  that  he 
^%0^}fi  never  be  able  to  find." 

*''  Yf>ur  action,^Siry  after  having  per- 
used £ftr  Beraardine*s  letter^  would    have 
pro^ejl  aq  amjlle  apology,  iiad  you  beea 
m^relgnMi^y  imposed  .on  than  you  were.: 
IShe  p)fofi€ir  and  j  l^re  had  a  long  tiH-d-' 
iit^,  Dpc^jlFmrboisn^.     I  flatter  myself 
I  imderstandwhifii^  and  I  hope  he  believes, 
me.     I  trust  this  will  not  .1^  the  last  time^ 
cjf  3>ur  meeting ;  5aay  our  partings  never 
be  less  agreesd>le !      Three  o'^loc^^  as  I 
live!''  she  cried,  looking  at  her  watch. 
''  Adieu  imtU  to-morrow.*' 

The  gentlemen  saw  Iter.  Ladyship  to  ber 
hackney-coach,  and  the  Doctor  set  the. 
Colonel  down  at  the  end  of  Dover^treet . 

CHAP. 
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with  iriiat  docility  will  a  tyrant  crouch  even  to/ equal 
ttiMigib*  when  attended  with  a  semblance  of  integrity,  and  a 
determined  spirit !  . 

The  clock  had  struck  four,  and  the  waiter 
had  just  laid  the  cloth,  as  the  Colo- 
nel made  his  appearance  at  the  hotel,— 
^  Well,  iny  dear  Colonel,  how  are  you 
to-day,  especially  after  yoiH*  long  walk  ?'* 
9Bad  the  Baronet,,  on  his  entry  into  the 
room. 

f^  Faith,  Sir' Bemardine,  if  we  put  the 
day, -and  the  walk,  and  all  together,  one 
by  the  side  of  the  t)ther,  I  am  a  little  more 
fatigued  than  J  expected,  or  desired  to  be." 
.    -    '  l2  ^^Hum! 
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•'  Hum  !     Bring  up  the  dinner,  ivaitcr.*' 

The  waiter  instantly*  withdrew,  to  obey 
the  Baronet's  commands. 

"I  perceive  by  your  countenance,  *my 
dear  Colone],  that  the  business  has  not 
ferniinated  so  agreeably  as,  I  am  positive, 
you  wished  it  should;  therefore,  if  you 
please,  wfe  will  take  our  dinners  before  we 
proceed  to  business — '  A  full  belly  blunts 
the  edge  of  regret,'  the  old  saw  say's:'*' 

The  Baronet  walked  round  the  room,  bit 
his  finger  ends,  and  hummed  a  tune. 

The  Colonel  was  not  sorry  for  the  little 
delay  in  opening  the  campaign.  Spite  of 
Lady  Arethusa's  advice,  and  his  own  con- 
viction of  the  imprudence  of  desperate 
measures,  the  affair  of  the  commission  he 
had  been  seht  on,  and  the  lecture  which 
he  had  received,  stuck  so  close  to  his  heart, 
that  he  longed  to  be  hacking  and  hewing. 
Biit,  as  he  could  hot  help  coinciding  with 
Sir  Bernardine,  as  to  the  narcotic  efTed 
of  a  good  dinner,  he  resolved  io  restrain 
his  tongue  till  the  end  of  a  bottle ;  and 

hoped 
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hoped  that  a  second  would  soften  at  leasts 
ir  not  produce  a  total  change  of  senti- 
ment. 

V  The  table  was  soon  covered,  and  justice 
fwas  done  to  the- dinner  by  both  gentle- 
men—in fact,  they  seemed  to  eat  through 
pure  vexation*  After  the  cloth  had  been 
dftawii?  and  the  second  glass  of  the  second 
bottle  had  gone  rounds  Sir  6ernai*dine^ 
anxious  to  learn,  the  events  of  the  morn- 
ing, saici-r—'%Now,  my  dear  Colonel,  I  will 
trouble  you  for  a  circumstantial  detail — 
/  Nothing  extenuate,  nor  set  down  aught 
in  malice,'  as  Othello  sayjs." 

•'  Upon  my  conscience.  Sir  Bernardine, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  saying  any  thing 
JR  malice  at  all  at  all !  There  is  plenty  of 
cause  for  offence,  without  lugging  a  grain 
of  it  in  to  mar  our  friendship  with." 

"I  do  not  understand  you.  Colonel,*' 
♦and  the  Baronet  began  to  feel  very  un- 
easy. "  When  I  recited  the  short  passage 
from   Shakespeare,  you  must  have   con- 

L  3  ceived 
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ceived  that  I  alluded  to  the  little  affiui-af 
Brompton." 

'^  Faith^  and  it  is  not  the  littlest  afr2|ir>ta 
all  the  world,  neither.  Sir  Bernardine;  for, 
bad  luck  to  me,  if  ever  I  was  so  complefc* 
ly  hoaxed  in  my  life,  either  before  ar 
since  !  When  you  gave  me  the  letjer  this 
morning,  while  we  were  at  breakfast,  and 
hoaoured  me  with  your  little  commission, 
respecting  the  Uttle  affair  at  Brofnpion,  as 
you  call  it,  I  was  given  to  understand  that 
you  9nd  the  lady  knew  each  other  perfect-* 
ly  well,  only  the  pretty  creature  was  a 
little  shy,  or  so.  That  was  what  I  was 
given  to  understand,  I  believe,  Sir  Ber- 
nardine?" 

''  Well,  Sir!  and  so  I  presume  you 
found  it?*' 

"  Upon  my  conscience,  I  am  very  sorry 
to  tell  you.  Sir  Bernardine,  that  I  found 
♦he  devil  a  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  of 
the  matter,  except  tha-t  the  lady  was  an 
imgel,  and  there  you  were  punctual  to  the 

very 


"Vt^ry  title.  BhI  as  to'  the  knowing  pinrt  of 
tht  qu6stibn^  by  J — !  it  seems  just  as  cor- 
diali  as  "Mieti  two'  gentlemen  shake  hands, 
tmd  blow  ^eich  other's  brains   out.     THe 

*lisAy,  p6bT  thing,  trcmbiej.  at  the  very 
sound  of  ydur  liame/  sfnahafesyou  full  as 

'sincertsly  as  ybn  seem  to  hate  her,  when 

"ymi  swear  to  destroy  h^  own  pretty  self, 
srrid  the  T*heleof  her  fanrfly,  if  she  wont 
juTOjp  into  your  arms,  though  you  know 
very  well  that  she  would  sooner  jump  into 
the  iSerpemine  River.      By  Sti  Patrick  ! 

■  Sir  Bcmardine,  I  have*  been  in  love  with 
nfaAy  a  eharihiilg  creature  in  ray  life;  but, 
the  devil  burn  me,  if  it  ever  occurred  to 
my  comprehension  to  kiU  ike  dc(^r  angds 
Mo  Jdrtdnes^l"^ 

"  Many  men  of  many  minds,,  you  know,. 

Colonel,'*  said  the  Baronet,  wishing  to  get 

rid  of  the  business  as  quick,  as  possiblei. 

•not  by  any  means  liking  the  gloominess 

^  of  its  aspect.  .  '^  You,  my  dear  Sir,  have 
your  disposition,  and  of  course  will  suffer 

L  4  me; 
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me  to  possess  mine.  I  love  the  yotiWg 
lady.  She  shoiild  be  mine  by  fair  means> 
if  I  could  so  obtain  her;  but  let  what' will 
come  of  if,  I  am  determined  to  have  ber. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  will  be  better  formte 
to  make  the  next  approach  myseTf.  I  may 
see  many  favourable  moments  for  making 
an  attack  on  the  fortress,  which  might 
escape  the  observation  of  any  one  not 
so  materially  interested  in  the  lovely  ob- 
ject." 

•'  Why,  there  may  be  sound  policy  in 
that.  Sir  Bernardine,  and  in  going  by  your- 
self, too;  for,  if  you  were  to  take  me 
with  you,  'tis  a  thousand  to  one  but  I 
^ould  go  over  to  the  beautiful  enemy, 
and  exert  all  my  little  abilities  in  counter- 
mining your  approaches.  But,  if  the 
strength  of  your  passion  should  really  urge 
you  on  to  an  assault,  suffer  me  to  give 
you  a  word  of  advice — take  care  of  heir 
guardian." 

''Guardian!"  cried  the  astonished  Ba- 

ronet; 
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fpnet ;  ''  i^e  can  have  no  guardian  but  Ifer 
brother,  and  he  is  safe  out  of  the  vray^ 
thanks  to  .your  kind  assiduity !" 

'^  Och  !  bad  luck  to  me,  and  so  he  is ! 
But  we  will  talk  of  the  poor. dear  young 
fellow  by-aud-by.  We  are  talking  about 
the  guardian  now^  you  know.  Upon  my 
conscience,  and  she  has  a  guardian^  and 
the  devil  of  a  guardian  too  !  By  my  soul^ 
man,  it  is  a  guardian  angel !  with  two  pret- 
ty black  eyes,  that  would  peep  into  all 
the  crooked  corners  of  your  heart,  in  less 
time  than  you  could  attempt  to  soften  her 
scrutinizing  penetrators  with  a  brace  of 
sighs.  Be  advised.  Sir  Bernardine,  let  me 
entreat  of  you  ;  and  if  you  won't  give  up 
the  chace,  beware  of  the  Diana/* 
•  '"  Poh  !  nonsense  !  Afraid  of  a  female 
protector  !  No,  no,  my  dear  friend,  they 
shall  not  find  us  afraid  of  them.  You  shall 
go  with  me ;  and  in  spite  of  their  eyes; 
and  their  teeth  too,  we  wiU  carry  off  both 
of  them." 

♦'  Upon  my  honour.  Sir  Bernardine,  yoa 

1 5  must 
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must  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  me,  {or 
I  have  bad  quite  enough  of  them  already, 
in  your  way  ;  and  if  it  vfasn't  that  I  don*t 
like  to  cast  down  your  spirits  at  suck  an 
affair,  I  would  tell  you  that  your  forloni 
hope  is  cut  off  already.  By  St,  Patrick'! 
the  little  lovely  devil  of  a  guardian  has 
erected  a  gibbet  at  the  door !  and  sweam^ 
aye^^wears^  or  soleoaiily  promises^  and  tb^ 
ia  full  as  bad^  yon  know,,  that  she  will  hang 
every  fellow  who  oilers  to  run  his  hea^ 
iato  the  noose  r' 

''  Hang  a  man.  for  carrying  off  a  pretty 
girl!  Ha,  ha,  ha>  ha!  And  pray,  my  dear 
Qolonel,  who  i&.tbis  very  wise  and  fero-^ 
cious.lady  ?" 

*'  Faith>  ajs  to  her  name,  I  will  leave  that 
for  a  third  person  to  tell  you,  as  she  did 
by  me.  A^  to.  her  wisdom>  upon  my  con* 
science^  she  raJtiled  it  about  my  ears  like  a 
xfiiffxcy^t,  of  dr^ans  !  A^d  as  to  her  fevo* 
^iousaes^  bad  kick  to  me,  if  I«  brieve  she 
has  a  particle  of  it  about  her,  except  for 
your  Qwn«  sdLf;   and  tb^re,   indeed,  she 

seems 
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seems  to  have  quantum  sufficU,  asDr.Faif-- 
borne  says.     But  that  the  guslrdian  of  your 
fruit  may  speak  for  herself^  and  give  you 
a  concbe  description  of  her  ^/e^fraj)^  and 
spring^gunsy  I  will  cast  my  eye  over  my 
memorandum-book^  aiid  tell  you  all  about 
the  business.     She  said — yes,  faith,  here  it 
is-^Hihe  Jteiid — '  Colonel,  you  will  have  the  - 
gi>odneia  to  siEiy  to  Sir  Bernardine,  that  I 
faaveti^ken  Mifes  Nobl^Jville  tinder  my  pro- 
tection !'*    He  then  read  the  whole  of  her 
Ladyship's^  message ;  and  looking  earnestly 
at  the  Baronet,  who  aeetilled  bursting  with  . 
ehold^i  sarcatrriealfy  crii^d — ^**  There,  Sir 
Bemar^Une,  what  do  you  think  of  the 
youQg^  lady's  guardian  V' 
:  ''  Think !     By  Heavdn  I  wifl  prosecute 
tiie  infernal  witdi,  to  the  utmost,  rigour 
^  the  law !  a  fiend  t  a  hafpiy !  a  $candalous 
defiimer!     Surely,  my  diar  frfend,  ^  you 
ii#vser  will  think  of  isecreting  the  name  df 
sueha  wretoh!" 

"  Upon  ihy  conscience.  Sir  Berri^rdinei 
Uike-fhc  display  of  your  resentment;  it 

L  6  looks 
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looks  SO  much  like  the  picture  of  inso- 
cence.     And^   for  the  matter   of  that,  I 
could  have  been  very  angry  with  the  love- 
ly lady  my  own  self,  only  the  dear  crea- 
ture contrived  to  set  me  down  so  easily 
always,  after  having  raised  me  bump  up 
to  the  ceiling ;  so  I  couldn't  help  taking 
it  into  my  head  to  believe  that  every  syl- 
lable she  asserted  was  absolutely  fact  ;■  iattd, 
bad  luck  to  me,  if  you  won't  find  it  a  very 
•  difficult  matter  to  convince  me  to  the  con- 
trary.    Therefore,  if  you  will  take  my  ad- 
vice. Sir  Bertiardine,    you  will  take  the 
lady's  advice  also,  and  return  quietly  to 
.your  little  £imily,  and  your  amiable  lady 
in  the  country;  that  is,  after  having  set- 
tled the  little  ^aiat  with  your  humble  ser- 
*:vanjt,'  for  sending  him  «poa  so  foUvy  and 
idishpifiMiiratlf  an  enraxid.    And  as  to  the 
iwly'Bnattle,  she  didn't  tell  it  me  herself, 
;as  I  told  you  before ;  but  on   Dr.  Fair- 
borne,    the    big  physician  in    Hanover- 
square^  entering  the  room,  vrith  his  love- 
ly patientj  the  young  lady  that  you  '.  want 

to 
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lobe  better  acquainted  withy  he  ran  up 
to  her  beautiful  guardian,  and  cried  out^ 
M^dy  Arethusa  Belmont !  I  ami  happy  to 
aee  your  X^adyship !" 

l/ady  Arethusa  Belmont  !*' ' 
Yes,  faith.  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont! 
What  do  you  think  of  the  steeHraps  and 
spring-guns  novf.  Sir  Bernardinc?" 

"  Curse  on  my  ill  fortune !  Confusion 
on  them  all !  My  dear  Colonel !  my 
mind  is  a  little  harrassed  and  confused  at 
present.  Will  you  do  me  the  favour  to 
indulge  me,  till  I  have  the  'pleasure  to  see 
you  at  breakfast  to-rmorrow  }  In  the  mean-* 
time,  I  will  ruminate  on  the  course  neces- 
f»ry  to  pursue/' 

*f  Why,  as  to  that>  Sir  Bernardine,  to  be 
sure,  a  few  hours  is  no  very  great  induK 
.gence  to  a  gentleman  who  has  two  such 
wdghty  aflairs  on  his  hands,  as  giving  up 
a  favourite  young  lady  ^  on  the  one  side, 
and.  settling  a- point  of  honour  with  his 
friend  on- the  other.  So  till  the  morn- 
5  -  .     ing^ 
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iog.  Sir  Bemaidine^  I  will  leare  yoo  fo 
your  private  meditations/'  And  tbe  Co- 
lonel withdrew  very  politely^  leaving  the 
Baronet  in  a  state  ^f  mind  not  easy  to- 
imagine^  but  impossible  to 
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'  Xfho  ant  yfrtndet  n  the  influente  wliicli  m  eloquent  "many 
W  logmiitjr  anil  cipti?atteg  wAdttta,  itmst  ever  posKss  over  a 
wsiod  aot  %6tA\y  faiseasiUe  and  sopbialicated? 


AFTjem-a  most  restless  night,  heightened  by 
unpleasant  dreams^  in  which  he  continue 
ally  saw  Lady  Aretbusa  Belmont  frowning 
MKlignantly  upon  him,. and  brandishing  a 
flaming  sword,  the  Baronet  made  his^  apr 
pearance^  ai>d  ordered  the  waiter  to  inr 
llrodiice  breakfast,  the  very  jnoment.  t^ie 
CbUmel  came  down .    As  Iq  Missi  Nobler 

r 

«iUe^  he  hid  aoade  npt  bis  vm^r.    He  bud 

beard 
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beard  much  of  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont, 
^hile  he  was  at  Bath;  yet  neither  her 
beauty  lior  her  fortune  alarmed  him,  but 
he  trembled  ^t  her  spirit.  He  well  knew^ 
from  the  ColoneVs  report,  that  she  must 
have  received  information  from  somebody, 
which^  if  it  could  not  affect  his  life,  would 
inevitably  damn  his  reputation  ! — would 
render  him  the  scorn  of  his  tenants  and 
neighbours,  over  whom  he  had  hitherto 
ruled  with  despotic  ^way,  and  over  whqm 
he  did  not. wish  to  relinquish  his  suprer 
niacy.  He  therefore  felt  it  would  be 
both  prudent  and  politic  to  return  to  the 
country,  and  give  up  a  pursuit  attended 
with  every  prospect  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, and  very  little  of  success,  until  her 
Ladyship's  protection  of  the  obstinate  lovely 
ffoung  devH  should  cease,  or  become  less 
on  the  alert ;  biit  wduld  live  in  hope  of  an 
auspicious  moment  arriving,  in  the  counse 
of  a  year  or  two,  when  she  would  be 
nearer  his  grasp  than  she  might  be  aware 
of;  and  he  was  lind^r  no  apprehension  of 
'  "  his 
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his  desires  abating,  during  a  period  of 
watchfulness^  or  of  losing  any  of  his  ran* 
courj  at  her  stubborn  refusal  of  him.  As 
to  the  affair  with  the  Co/pitd^  that  be  was 
fearful  he  should  not  be  able  to  get  over 
so  very  easily  without  fighting  him ;  and 
he  was  not  much  inclined  to  fight  again^ 
so  soon  after  his  recent  escape^  with  any 
ene^  and  still  less  to  engage  with  such  ;a 
hot-headed  miitle  as  him.  He  was  con*- 
sidering  whether  it  would  not  be  better- 
but  the  entrance  of  the  Colonel  and  break- 
ftst  cut  short  the  thread  of  the  Baronet's 
reverie*  • 

After  the  usual  complimients^  ratherdis* 
tantly  given,  and  distantly  received,  the 
friends  ^t  down  to  the  table. 

*'  I  have  been  thinking,  my  dear  Colo- 
nel,^' said  the  Baronet,  in  his  most  capti- 
vating style,  whilst  pouring  out  the  se- 
cond cup  of  coffee,  "  I  have  been  think- 
ing that,  as  this  girl' has  evidently  been  sti- 
mulated to  profess  such  dislike  to  me,  it 
Villi  be  folly  to  pursue  her  longer.  Love- 
ly 


ly  women,  we  all  knowi  are  to  be  obtain^ 
ed  with  ]ittl«  difficulty;  smd  possibly-  lbs 
handsome  a^  Fanny  tttay  be  foand  at  a  far 
lete  ex J>ence.  I  am  determined  Aeft  to  rt- 
linqiiis'.i  the  puf^ty  and  return  to  CoPk- 
wall.  The  share  which  joo  so  kikicBy  cm- 
dertook  in  tlieRttle  affair/  I  am  very  sorry 
to  (ind^  hdS  been  a>ttMded' wilh-occurt«ntd€S 

^which  Jassaire  yow,  Cohjml,  were  «infoi<e* 

'  seen  by  me,  and  for  which  I  ant  e^^trdiM- 
\y  hurt.     It  wonid  be  ridiculous,  my  dear 

-^friend^  to  suflerotir  litlle'disappomtniieilts 
to  Kurry  vt^  info  extremes.  The  Ihfst  wiih 
.of  my  heart  is,  that  your  kind  inclinfltiofts 
shoiJ'ldl  folliow  me  to  Hrccory-HalL,  wbere^ 
I  assure  yo«.  Sir,  Ishall  always  be  proud 
to  see  you,  as  often  as  you  can  make  it 
eofti'enlent  to  honour  me  with  vt  Visit* 
Had  Fortune smfled  on  yowr  embassy,  Co- 

-  lonel,-  r  Intended  to  have  forced  a  hun- 
dred pouikl  nott  on  your  acceptance,  not 
iherely  for  the  service  you  would  have 
rendered  me,  but  for  the  honour  con- 
ferred 0»  ttio'by  your  Wud  condescension. 

But, 
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But^  aldiough  the  embassy  has  failed^  the 
honour  will  «ver  remain — nay,  it  is  not 
a  little  enhanced^  by  the  disagreeables 
whkfa  you  have  encoantered :  you  will 
therefore  silflTer  me  to  assure  you.  Sir,  that 
IshaU  feel  myself  exceedingly  hurt,  if  you 
refuse  to  add  to  the  obligation  yon  have 
already  conferred  on  me,  by  your  kind  ac* 
cefHanco^of  thei&e  notei^'for  two  hundred. 
Il^ill  not  inconvenience  mc  to  give  such 
aftumy-^Sir;  and^  1  trust,  the  nicest  sensation 
0f  honour  cannot  feel  hurt  whilst  you  do 
me  the  favour  to  receive  it.  No  compile 
ments^  Colonel;  'tis  I  that  must  give  thanks 
on  such  an  occasion.  As  I  have  nothing 
further  now  to  detain  me  in  London,  I 
ihall  set  off, immediately.  And  believe 
me,  my  amiable  friend,  I  shall  go  without 
toperiencing  any  other  regret  than  that  of 
losing  your  good  company,  till  I  shall  be 
imnoured- with  a  visit  in  Cornwall,  which 
i  sincerely  hope  may  soon  prove  coave- 
nient  to  vou." 
Such  a  speech  wai  too  soothing  to  the 

vanity 
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vanity  of  the  Colonel^,  to  suffer  him  longer 
'  to  think  of  resentment ;  and  the  conclii* 
sive  compliment  of  the  banknotes^  .wilii 
which  he  should  be  enabled  again  to  figure 
away  in  the  haut  ton,  was  a  favour  of  toqr 
panacean  a  quality^  not  instantly  to.h^al 
all  the  little  mortifications  he  had  recently 
experienced^  especially  as  by  taking  .sq 
valuable  a  medicine^  he  should  strictjiji 
comply  with  Lady's  Arethusa  Belmont's 
advice.  Cheerfully  placing  th^  notes  ia 
his  pocket-book>  the  Colonel  shook  Sir 
Bernardine  heartily  by  the  hand ;  and  wish- 
ing him  better  fortune  in  his  next  affair  of 
gallantry,  was  quitting  the  ropm^  wheUi 
Starting  back>  he  exclaimed — '^  Oh  J — ! 
Sir  Bernardine!  God  forgive  me,  fwf 
being  troubled  with  such  a  little  bit  of  a 
memory ;  but,  the  devil  burn  me,  if  ever 
I  thought  any  more  about  the  poor  dear 
young  captain,  cooped  up  in  the  King'« 
Bench  prison,  than  if  I  hadn't  been  accesr 
^ary  to  his  arrest  at  all  at  all !  Upon  my 
conscience.  Sir  Berqardine,  I  had  rather 

pay 
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|)^  you  the  debt  out  of  your  own  money, 
thotfgh  the  prfncipftl  part  of  if,  you  con* 
fe9^d  to  fy>e/  was  won  at  billiards  and  pi- 
^rtirt^ganies,  between  you  and  I,  you 
tinbw;  at  which  he  stood  just  a$  little 
chatire  of  success^  as  a  small  hay»stack 
)igainst  a  targe  drove  of  oxen;  Och  !  bad 
lucfc  to  you,  my  dear  friend!  if  you  go 
wit  of  tdwn  with  na  dther  regret  than  yoii 
iare  pleased  to  express  for  your  humble 
servant^  artd  leave  the  poor  fellow  shut 
tip  in  a  prison  behind  yon  !" 

The  Baronet  would  have  had  no  objec- 
tion to  leaving  the  Captain  in  custody,  as 
a  puuishtnent  indicted  on  a  sister,  as  well 
as  on  himself,  for  calling  him  out,  and  en- 
dangering his  life.  But  reflecting  that 
Lady  Arethusa  might  not  only  discharge 
the  debt  for  the  brother  of  her  protegee, 
but  possibly  turn  the  circumstance  to  his 
prejudice,  also  that,  if  he  discbarged  himi^ 
it  «iTght  tend  to  conciliate  him  in  her  La- 
dyship'ik  opinion,  he  readily  concluded  it 
would  be  best  to  yield  apparently  t6  the 

Colonel's 
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IGoloners  en^reaty^  ^nd  by  that  tneans  te* 
cure  his  esteem  still  further^  in  caae  he 
should,  on  a  future  dsty^  find  his  assistaacie 
necessary.  Therefore,  turning  good*nav 
turedly  towards  the  Colonel/  he  said-4 
*'  Why:,  as  my  principal  object  in  arrest^ 
ing  Captain  Nobleville  ;can  no  longer 
prove  conducive  to  any  advantage  to  toe, 
there  is  no  great  necessity  for  keeping 
him  longer  in  confinement.  I  must;,  howr 
ever,  in^st  on  declining  yonr  generous 
ofrer>  Colonel/  be  shall  have  his  discharge 
from  nve ;  and  if  you  feel  inclined  for  a 
walk,  we  will  go  directly  to  my  attomtfy 
ill  the  Temple,  when,  if  you  think  proper, 
you  may  be  the  bearer  of  it  yourself,  and 
may  soften  down  the  circumstance  a  little, 
if  you  please." 

The  Cokmel  could  not  help  feeling  high* 
ly  flattered  at  such  a  token  of  respect ;  he 
accepted  Sir  Bemardine's  proposal,  with  a 
profusion  of  compliments,  and  they  walkr 
cd  away  apm*in«^arm  together.  Arriving 
at  the  Temple,  they  were  ^infocmed  that 

the 
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tha  attorney  was  just  gone  Ayith  a  \y&nty  to 
dine  at  Blackwall.     This  vasrather  unfor-*: 
tnnate;  fyr  tbe  Baronet  .was  become  as 
sHuic^s  to  leave  town  stiSijever  he  had  been . 
to  come  ito  it,  kst  ^ciideni»hi:)uld  throw; 

him  in  the  presence  of.  Lady iA ret hiisa  BcW 
naofit^ .  who,  of  all  )ier  •  confounded  seK,. 
bcf  the  most  fieditlously'  would  avoid.     He^ 
\YOiildi  have  left  a:!,letter  (^  his«ttorney,: 
wluch  the  clerk  ^id  M^uld  4o  just  the  saofia, 
as  if  he  saw  him;  but  finding  the  Colonel 
unwilling  to  part  with  him^  till  he  had  the 
discharge  in  his  hand/  and  not  having  en- 
joyed a  white-bait  dinner  for  several  years 
past^  they  stept  into  a  boat  at  the  Temple 
stairs^  and  went  to  Blackwall  in  pursuit  of 
Mr.  Capias. 

Having  dispatched  the  messenger  of  the 
tay^m  in  search  of  the  attorney^  it  was 
not  long  before  the  fellow  returned  with 
that  gentleman  in  custody^  who  soon  made 
out  the  proper  discharge^  but  politely  de« 
cUned  taking  dinner  with  them,  on  account 
of  ]Mre*engagement«     Consequently,    the 

-  .  Baronet 
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Baronet  and  the  Colonel  sat  down  by  fheni' 
selves;  and^  after  finishing  their  two  bot- 
tles each^  they  returned  to  town,  just  in' 
time  to  reach  the  Gloucester  Cofiee-Houae 
before  the  Falmouth  mail-coach  came  up. 
The  Baronet  again  shook  hands  with  the 
Colonel,  repented  his  invitation  to  Hicco- 
ry-Hall,  stept  into  the  carriage,  and  bade 
a  long  adieu  to  the  emporium  of  noiaej 
nonsense,  and  extravagance. 


CMAP. 
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There  is  but  on«  nation  on  ^arth,  that  we  know  of,  whose 
inhabitants  are  famous  for  soipetimes  performing  gcneious  ac- 
tions^ under  appearances  so  unfavourable}  as  to  excite  displea- 
H^9  from  mistake. 


About  ten  o'clock  qh  th^  followiog  mpr^- 
ingj  the  Colowl,  w^hOy  ngtwithsitanding  his 
profes^ioQ  for  th.^  last  ten  years  had  been 
too  frequenlly  tinctured  \i\i\^ ^finesse,  real* 
ly  posses&e4  a  ^eart  ever  regdy  |o  yield  as- 
sistance iQ  a  ^Upw-cr^atui^^  aad  h04  con- 
ceived a  Ki^d  i^  friendship  for  ibe  j^roitfa^ 

* 

of  the  lovely  Faainy,  set  p^it  frpn?  tliK^^o- 
i  wx,  n.  M  tel. 
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tel,  to  make  his  appearance  before  the  gen- 
llcmcn  hcf/'bcarers  of  the  lodge  of  the 
King's  Bench  prison,  where,  enquiring  for 
Captain  Nobleville,  he  presented  the  dis« 
charge,  and  desired  them  to  get  the  ne- 
cessary passports  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
The  gentlemen  took  the  expedition  fee, 
and  dispatched  a  runner  to  the  Temple,  to 
see  that  the  discharge  was  hona  Jide,  whilst 
the  Colonel  went  in  search  of  the  Cap- 
tain. On  entering  the  apartment,  he 
glanced  his  eye  round  the  room.  He  had 
never  been  confined  in  any  place  but  a 
guard-house,  so  was  rather  curious  in  his 
survey.  He  saw,  in  one  corner  of  the 
room,  in  an  old,  tattered,  officer's  uniform, 
with  three  children  playing  about  him,  the 
eldest  not  more  than  five  years  of  age,  a 
tall,  squalid,  emaciated  figure,  very  busy 
in  mending  a  lady's  shoe,  the  fellow  to 
which,  already  new-soled  and  heel-pieced, 
stood  by  the  side  of  his  little  stool.  In  an- 
other corner  sat  a  young  man,  evidently  a 
Jew,  very  shabbily   dressed,  in  company 

with 
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with  a  portly  man,  a  master  of  a  mer- 
chant-ship, smoaking  their  pipes,  drinking 
|)6rter,  and  playing  at  cribbage.  In  a 
third  corner  sat  a  venerable-looking  per- 
son, dressed  in  a  part  of  an  old  black  coat, 
for  it  had  little  more  than  half  of  one 
sleeve,  and  still  less  of  another;  he  was 
very  busily  occupied,  writing  at  a  part  of 
an  old  table,  which  had  once  been  round, 
but  was  then  nearly  semicircular ;  and  near 
him  stood  the  remains  of  a  very  fine  wo- 
man, about  fifty,  washing  some  linen  in 
a  part  of  a  large  earthen  pan,  which,  hav- 
ing lost  a  large  triangular  piece  from  the 
rim,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lather 
had  escaped  at  the  aperture,  and  formed  a 
little  rivulet,  from  the  broken  chair  on 
which  she  was  washing,  to  the  window  at 
the  opposite  side  of  the  room.  And  on 
the  side  of  an  old  bedstead  sat  Captain 
Nobleville,  with  his  back  to  the  door,  me- 
ditating on  the  comforts  of  society,  and 
beating,  in  the  military  phrase,  the  devil's 
tat'ioo. 

M  2  The 
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The  Jew,  who  seemed  in  high  spirits, 
having  just  taken  sixteen  for  his  hand«  aad 
twelve  for  his  crib,  looked  at  the  Captain 
rather  piteously,  and  said — ^'  ^sh.  Gaiis 
my  judge,  Capiiaine,  it  hurtsh  m^  to  die 
you  sho  mitsh  down  in  de  mout.  I  vaA 
melancholy  ash  you  ven  I  first  come  here; 
but  I  vash  shoon  find  it  to  no  purposhj  sho 
I  pluck  up  a  shpiritj  and  I  dansh  and  I  shing, 
and  I  shai/,  ven  de  great  folksh  above  caa 
find  no  more  room  to  put  poor  prisonerA 
in,  dey  musTit  let  de  old  vonsh  out«  or 
make  de  prishon  larger ;  for,  if  det/  can't 
commit  de  peoplesh,  dey  can't  get  defeesh; 
and  ash  dot  ish  all  dey  mind,  dey  vill  give 
ush  our  liberteish,  dat  dey  may  get  more 
feesh  by  committing  fresh  prishoners.  Sho 
I  ri//  give  you  de  old  shtanding  toasht  of 
disfc  jrfafofe — Here  ish  a  great  many  pri- 
shonersh  to  fill  rfe  gvesit  folksh  pocketsh,  and 
a  little  humanity  to  shoften  deir  heartsh!" 

'^  Bad  luck  to  me,  Mr.  Mordecai,*'  cried 

the  Colonel^  thinking  it  was  high  time  for 

him  to  be  heard^  '^  if  I  would  drink  your 

toast 
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toast — no,  not  if  I  was  screwed  up  in  this 
hencoop  with  you  for  seven  years  !  Upon 
my  conscience,  I  wouldn't  drink,  a  great 
many  prisoners  to  fill  any  man's  pocket, 
but  I  would  drink  as  much  humanity  a^ 
you  please,  to  softeli  their  hearts  with^ 
Faith,  and  now  I  have  got  to  the  end  of 
my  speech,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I'll  ven- 
ture to  trouble  you  to  look  this  way  a 
little;  for  you  seem  so  very  busy  about 
your  own  business  nil  of  you»  that  the 
devil  a  one  will  pay  any  attention  to  mine. 
If  it  is  not  too  much  troubTej  wiH  any  oC 
you  havfe  the  goodness  to  inform  me  if 
there  is  such  a  gentleman  as  Captain  No- 
bleville,  who  lodges  here  ?** 

"  My  name  is  Nobleville,**  said  the  Cap- 
tain, turning  himself  round,  and  rising  up 
at  sight  of  the  Colonel ;  "  have  you  any 
tommands  for  me.  Sir  ?'* 

"  No — ^pon  my  conscience.  Sir,  I  have 
not  any  commands  at  present.  I  came 
merely  to  felicitate  you,  on  the  pleasant^ 
ness  of  your  situation,  and  to  request  you 

M  3  would. 
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would  do  me  the  honour  to  go  and  take 
breakfast  with  me  at  Thomas's  hoteL  1, 
Sir,  aui  Colonel  Doubletts,  and  have  the 
pleasure  of  ranking  Sir  Bernardine  Hic- 
cory  as  my  very  particular  friend." 

"  Sir  Bernardine*  Iliccorv  is  a  disho'* 
nourable,  despicable  poltroon  !  And  I  am 
sorry  that  Colonel  Douhlctts,  or  any  Colo- 
nel, should  feel  himself  compelled  to  be 
companion  of.  such  a  fellow.  I  want  no 
favour  from  his  hands^  Sir ;  and  I  request 
none  from  your's/'  And  the  Captain  turn- 
ed with  an  air^  much  like  disdain^  and  re* 
seated  himself  on  the  bed. 

"  Upon  my  conscience  !  and  this  is  not 
the  prettiest  behaviour  altogether,  taking 
the  whole  in  the  lump,  for  a  gentleman 
who  is  come  to  this  beggarly  place  upon 
pure  motives  of  civility  and  friendship  to 
be  treated  with.  However,  as  I  presume 
I  may  have  the  liberty  of  going  out  as  I 
came  in,  I  shall  take  care  to  know  my  gen* 
tleman  a  little  better,  when  he  is  an  utter 
stranger  to  me,  before  I  come  jigging  to 

a  jail 
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8  jail  again  to  take  him  home  to  breakfast 
with  me/' 

"  Stop,  Colonel,  if  you  please/*  said 
the  gentleman  sitting  at  a  part  of  a  table, 
on  perceiving  him  about  to  retire ;  *^  there 
seems  to  be  a  misunderstanding  between 
you  and  your  friend ;  and  I  would  wish  to 
see  it  jTcctified  before  you  separate.  This> 
believe  me.  Sir,  is  no  place  to  leave  a 
friend  in  to  ruminate  on  subjects  beyond 
the  sphere  of  his  comprehension/' 

**  By  the  honour  of  a  gentlemanj  Sir,  I 
am  happy  that  you  have  picked  op  a  little 
bit  of  your  tongue  at  so  critical  a  mg^ 
ment,  for  I  felt  myself  a  little  hurt,  I  must 
confess.  And  I  am  very  confident  my 
friend  Sir  Bernardine  would  have  felt  him- 
self a  little  hurt  also,  if  1  had  left  the  gen- 
'Clemen  behind,  without  bringing  him  to 
breakfast  with  me/' 

''  I  have  already  told  you.  Sir,  that  Sir 
Bernardine  is  a  villain  !  There  may  come 
a  time  when  I  shall  be  able  to  call  him  so 
to  his  face,  and  thank  bim  for  his  infernal 

M  4  conduct. 
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conduct.  In  the  meantvhile^  I  repeal^  Sr, 
I  want  no  favour  From  him^  and  I  request 
none  from  you." 

"  By  my  soul,  young  gentleman^  and 
if  I  didn't  know  a  little  more  about  you> 
and  your  family  too^  than  you  do^  your 
ownselC  at  present^  I  believe  I  could  he 
mighty  angry  at  your  very  conciliatary 
kind  of  conduct  to  a  gentleman  for  coming 
to  ser\^e  you.  But,  permit  me  to  tell  you. 
Captain  Nobleville,  when  I  feel  myself  af*^ 
fronted,  and  have  my  reasons,  yes,  faith, 
and  very  pretty  and  tender  ones  too,  fof 
not  calling  the  gentleman  out  immediate* 
ly,  I  always  wish  him  a  good  inoming,  and 
comfort  myself  with  the  hope  of  seeing 
him  some  other  time.  So  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, I  most  sincerely  wish  an  additiond 
portion  of  humanity  in  the  hearts  of  the 
great  folks,  that  you  may  be  speedily  re- 
leased from  your  difficulties  !"  And  the 
Colonel  actually  went  away,  so  much  of- 
fended with  Captain  Nobleville,  as  to  re- 
solve not  to  say  a  single   syllable  about 

him 
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Jbinfi  ^t ;  the  lobby,  but  consult  over  his 
breakfast  whether  he  should  attribute  his 
•trange  conduct  to  the  effect  of  confine- 
ment^ and  after  letting  him  feast  upon 
thinking  for  another  nighty  come  to  him 
again  in  the  morning. 

The  Colonel  had  not  left  the  prison^ 
more  than  minutes  before  one  of  the  clerks 
entered  the  room,  and  politely  told  the 
Captain  that  the  gentleman  , who  had  just 
left  the  lobby  in  a  terrible  passion,  (fov 
he  muttered  by  J — !  and  by  St.  Patrick  F 
as  be  went  through),  had  brought  his  dis* 
charge,;  and  as  there  was  no  detainer  in 
the  offic^e,  he  was  at  liberty  to  go  out 
when  he  pleased,  on  paying  his  fees; 

^'  Veil !  may  I  never  tell  de  trut  again;, 
if  da^  gentleman  ishn't  a  very  comical  gen- 
tieman  !  He  comeah  here,  and  he  tcdksh 
about  noting  but  enemiesh;  he  goesh  may 
and  he  actsh  like  a  friend  V* 

''  Blow  my  foremast  over  the  side  upoa 
a  le^-shore,"  cried  the  master  of  a  mer- 
chant-ship, "  if  the  gentleman  from  the 

H  S  land 
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land  of  cakes  isn't  a  rum  one!  J  should 
as  soon  have  taken  him  for  a  unicorn  as  a 
friend  ;  and  I  dare  say  the  Captain  is  of 
the  same  opinion/' 

The  officer  who  was  cobbling  shoes  in 
the  corner,  said  nothing,  but  sighed  very 
expressively. 

^'  The  Colonel  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
productive,  mischievous  milch  cow,  that 
gave  an  excellent  pail  of  milk,  but  always 
took  care  to  kick  it.  down  V  said  the  gen- 
tleman with  a  part  of  a  coat. 

"  If  I  am  not  out  in  my  judgment,"  said 
the  remains  of  a  beautiful  woman,  "the 
Colonel  is  like  a  rough  diamond  ;  his  ad- 
dress may  be  a  little  Qnal-d-propos,  but  1*11 
answer  for  it  his  heart  is  excellent/* 

Captain  Nobleville  was  too  much  aflfect- 
ed  at  so  sudden  a  change  in  his  circum- 
stances, and  at  his  misconception  of  the 
Colonel,  to  feel  himself  inclined  to  say 
much.  He  gave  his  fellow-prisoners  a 
hearty  farewell,  placed  a  pound  note  on 
the  part  of  a  table,  requesting  the  com- 
pany 
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pany  to  do  him  and  the  ColoRel  the  ho^ 
Hour  to  drink  their  healths ;  and  attending 
the  clerk  to  the  lobby,  bts  paid  his  fees  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent, and  quitted  the  premises  immedi- 
ately. 

Three  days  confinement  had  afTected 
Captain  Nobleville  very  cotisiderably.  He 
had  no  sooner  inhaled  the  pifrer  air  of  SU 
George's  Fields,,  than  his  ideas  became  so 
confused,  that,  like  children,  he  turned 
himself  round  tln-ee  time3>  to  see  which 
Vitij  he  should  go.  Then  casting  an  eye 
on  his  old  uniform,  and  observing  -a  pretty 
girl  cast  a  look,  somewhat  contemptuous, 
on  it  also,  he  made  the  best  of  his  way 
across  the  water  to  Hungerford  Stairs,  ex- 
changed his  old  clothes  for  a  handsome 
suit  of  ready-made  mourning  at  a  cele- 
brated warehouse  in  the  Strand;  and  would 
have  waited  on  the  Colonel,  to  apologiize 
for  the  little  misunderstanding,  but  had 
totally  forgotten  the  name  of  the  hotel. 
Being  somewhat  apprehensive  too  that  his 

M  6  discharge. 
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discharge  might  be  the  effect  of  inistake> 
or  of  the  dangerous  state  of  Sir  Bernar* 
dine's  health — recollecting,  also,  that  his 
leave  of  absence  would  expire  in  a  few 
days,  that  he  might  experience  contrary 
winds,  and  that  he  was  especially  cooIt 
xnanded  by  his  sister's  charming  friend, 
not  to  at-tempt  writing  until  he  was  safe 
out  of  the  kingdom,  he  went  into  the 
Golden  Cross  coflfee-room,  looked  at  the 
papers,  took  an  early  dinner,  and  feeling 
himself  anxious  to  get  out  of  London  aij^ 
soon  as  possible,  he  stepped  into  a  post* 
chaise  for  Belfont,  there  to  wait  the  fiisl 
vehicle  bound  for  Southampton. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 


"What  apology  can  the  experienced  statesman  malce  for  suit 
ieriDg  pride  and  pique  to  ran  away  with  policy  and  produce  ? 


However  closely  or  loosely  the  Colonel  h^d 
carried  on  the  consultation  with  himself 
relative  to  the  Captain,  he,  to  a  certainty, 
had  come  to  a  conclusion,  by  the  follow- 
ing morning,  wholly  in  his  favour*  For; 
as  he  was  sitting  at  his  breakfast,  he  said 
to  himself — "  Bad  luck  to  the  coffee,  how 
hot  it  is !  I  blow  it,  and  blow  it,  and 
can't  drink  it  fast  enough  neither!  Bo- 
lter the  fellow !  he  must  have  made  it 
.  '  with 
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with  boiling  water,  and  it  will  never  get 
cool.     By  my  soul  !  and  the  corniced  bro- 
ther of  the  beautiful   young  lady  should 
have  breakfasted  with  me   this  morning, 
after  all,  only   if  he  should   ride    restive 
again,  and  refuse  to  go  with  me,   he  might 
disappoint  me  a  second  time ;  but  he  won't 
refuse  me  the  third  time,  for  a  particular 
reason  that  I  know — 'pon  my  conscience; 
I'll  never  ask  him !     Faith,  and  he  wasn't 
so  much  to  blame  neither.     By  St.  Peter! 
Pat  Carrol,  Colonel  Doubletis  I  mean,  you, 
your  ownself,  wouldn't  have  liked  to  be 
cooped  up  in  a  prison  with  Spalpeens,  drink- 
ing porter,  playing  at  cribbagc,  and  smoak- 
ing  their  pipes  in  a  morning !   when,  but 
two  or  three  days  before,  you   had  done 
the  gentleman,  who  sent  you  there,  the 
honour  to  fire  at  him  twice,  and  singe  him 
a  little  on  the  arm  into  the  bargain !   Psha! 
Bad  luck  to  riie  !      What  a  blockhead  I  was, 
not  to  tell  him  I  had  got  his  discharge  be- 
fore I  opened  my  mouth  !    And  then  to  ask 
him  about  breakfast^  when  he  ihight-— but; 

IP.-  •  upon 
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upon  my  conscience,  if  I  stay  here,  talk- 
ing to  myself  all  the  day,  I  shan't  get 
there  time  enough  to  pay  another  half- 
crown  for  making  haste,  when  the  devil 
a  foot  faster  will  any  one  stir  about  the 
matter,"  So,  snatching  up  his  hat,  he 
hastened  away  to  the  Bench,  eager  to  ex- 
perience more  success  than  on  the  prece- 
ding day. 

Having  enquired  for  Captain  Nobleville 
it  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  Colo- 
nel's consternation,  on  being  informed 
that  he  had  quitted  the  prison  ahnost  im- 
mediately after  he  left  it  himself  the  pre- 
ceding day.  And  perceiving  a  difficulty 
in  the  turnkeys  to  restrain  their  risible  fa- 
culties,, he  thought  it  best  to  make  a  speedy 
retreat  before  the  laugh  burst  out  again;* 
^l  Upon  my  conscience,  my  dear  fellow  !'* 
he  muttered,  as  he  returned,  '' but  you 
might  have  had  the  good  manners  to  have 
called  on  me,  and  have  said — Pat  Car- 
rol— bother  my  blockhead  !  Colonel  Dou- 
tiettSy  you  might  have  said,.  I  am  mighty 

thankful 
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thankful  to  you  for  the  favour  you 
poh  !  'tis  all  stuff*  and  nonsense  !  Might 
not  the  young  man  be  afraid  to  come  near 
me^  as  burnt  children  are  afraid  of  the 
fire.,  lest  I  should  plant  another  posse  of 
bums  to  shut  him  up  in  his  hencoop 
again  ?  Besides^  who  can  tell  but  he  is 
posting  to  Guernsey,  before  he  intends  to 
go  anywhere?  And  if  the  gentleman  is 
going  to  his  regiment,  isn't  he  following 
his  colours  like  a  brave  fellow  ?  And  who 
shall  dare  to  villify  an  officer  for  doing  his 
duty  ?  by  J — !  I  ought  to  be  picketed  if 
I  did.  Faith,  my  dear  boy^  but  if  I  had 
kept  the  discharge  in  my  pockety  you 
would  not  have  had  it  in  the  lobby  to 
shew  you  the  \>ray  through  the  door,  for 
atl  that.  Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha!  to  be  sure  I 
havn't  hoaxed  myself  at  all  at  all !  Faith, 
and  if  anybody  had  said  to  me,  Pat — bo- 
ther !  Why  don't  you  always  recollect  to 
say  Colonel  ? — by  J —  !  you  are  almost  old 
enough  not  to  be  always  forgetting  your 

right  hand  for  your  left.  If  any  body  had  said 

to. 


LUCKY    ESCAPES;  857 

to  iiie^  Colonel,  will  yoU  go  on  just  such 
another  errand  for  your  humble  servant? 
i^ho  the  devil  would  have  taken  the  long 
odds  that  I  shoold  not  have  knocked  him 
down  ?   However,  as  I  cannot  see  the  Cap- 
taip, 'to  shake  him  by  the  hand,  why.  Til 
make  myself  amends,  by  lengthening  my 
walk,  and   looking  at   his   pretty  sister's 
lovely  fece.      But,  -take  care,   Pat — och ! 
the  devil  take  Pat,  there  he  is  again!  bolt- 
ing into  my  dish  every  time  I  open  my 
mouth !     Once  more,  I  say,  take  care,  Co- 
lond' — aye.   Colonel!  bad    luck    to   you ! 
mind  that.     Take  care.  Colonel,  that   you 
don't  mention  a  syllable  about  the  Cap- 
tain being  in  prison,  because  it  may  make 
the  pretty  creature  uneasy,  and  may  in- 
cense Lady  Arethusa  against  the  Baronet 
still  more  than  she  is  already,  and,  upon 
my  conscience,  that  is  not  very  necessary, 
so  mind  and  stick  solely  to  the  safe  return 
to  Hiccory  Hall."     And,  turning  through 
the  Treasury,  the  Colonel  entered  the  Park, 
chaced  two  smart  lasses  up  Constitution 

Hill, 


964  lucky  escapes. 

'^  My  dearest  panny, 

^^  After  my  little  voyage^ 
rendered  exceedingly. tedious  by  a  strong 
southerly  wind,  and  extremely  disagree* 
able  by  the  dismal  countenances  of  t|)e 
mariners,  in  consequence  of  reports  that 
!|everal  stout  privateers  were  cruisii^g  IfCr 
tween  Guernsey  and  ,th^  Bill  of  Portlapdj  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  I  was.noX  able  to 
reach  our  head-quarters  until  the  thirteenth 
day  after  quitting  you  and  your  angelic 
friend.  Ah,  Fanny  !  that  friend,  that  love^ 
]y  friend !  whose  celestial  form  has  never 
left  my  imagination  one  instant  since  I 
left  you  !  Who  is  the  angel  ? — what  is 
her  name  ?  Yet  I  dread  to  hearj,  lest  it 
should  be  presumption  in  me  to  think  of 
h^r  at  all.  But  how  am  I  to  avoid  think- 
ing  of  one^f  whose  countenance,  whose 
person,  whose  voice,  whose  looks,  whose 
conduct  to  you^  and  whose  generosity  to 
me,  I  can  never  forget !  At  all  events,  let 
my  curiosity  be  satisfied.  If  the  delicious 
angel  be  but  a  miss^  1  will  live  in  hopes 

she 
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«he  may  b(?  niine,  for  surely  she  cannot  bet 
engaged  !  Engaged !  impossible !  Where 
is  tbe  monarch  existing  worthy  to  engage 
her  affections !  Ah,  my:  dear  Fanny!  ne- 
ver till  this  interesting  juncture  did  I  view 
with  an  enyious  ey^  the  two  persons  who 
now  remain  between  me>  splendour  and  a 
cx>ronetI  However,  hiimble.  as  my  situa- 
tion  js;  if  she  be  not  far  beyond  my  reach^ 
I  will  endeavour  to  render  myself  in  some 
degree  worthy  of  her.  We  exjpect  to  be 
shortly  sent  out  on  a  secret  expedition  of 
some,  importance.  Possibly  weallh  may 
attend  our  exertions; — at  all  events^  I  trust 
we  shall  not  return  without  glory.  And 
glory  with  some  ladies — no,  that  must  ne- 
ver be.  If  she  be  not  wealthy,  much  as  I 
adore  her  heavenly  form,  I  would  not  wed 
her;  for  never  shall  that  angelic  woman, 
by  my -consent,  endure  the  drudgery  en- 
tailed on  the  wife  of  an  officer  of  a  march- 
ing regiment,  who  has  not  a  fortune  to 
support  her  independency.  And  if  she 
VOL.  II.  N  have 
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Tiave  a  fortune,  how  can  I*  be  mad  ehou<o:li 
to  flatter  myself  with  po^essing  gnch  si'dJ- 
vinitv,  when  men  of  the  first  foi*tunes'and 
f..iHc,  l„  .he  ..pi«  musi  languM.  *; 
lay  their  persons  and  estates  at  her  feet? 
Still,  my  dear  Fanny,  let"  me  know- wba 
the  lady  is;  for  until  I  see  cause  for  hope^ 
or  am  doomed  to  despair;  I  sh^ll  be  unJSt 
fbr  any  thing.  Ybur's  most  affectionately, 
and  eternally, 

''  Frederick  NoBLkviLLi.'* 

''  P.  S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that,  with- 
in an  hour  after  I  left  you  and  the  goddess 
of  my  soul,  I  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of 
the  villain  Baronet.  But,  whether  from 
contrition  at  the  danger  of  his  situation, 
or  through  the  influence  of  an  Irish  gen- 
tleman, who  was  his  second,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say,  a  discharge  was  left  for  me 
on  the  third  day  of  my  captivity;  and  I 
fear  that,  through  misconception,  I  was 
stimulated  to  make   use    of  expressions 

which 
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tvWch  way  have  hnrt  that  gentleman,  wherr, 
I  bdve  i*eason  ,to  belk^e^  h&  merited  mf 
ibanUi.  »  Adieu !'' 


•^If  I  were  to  give-  you  a  specimen  of 
tBf  dkiil  in  pbysiognomy^  my  dear/'  said 
jbuIy'Aaietfusa)  ^rl  would  loH  you  that 
ypwMfre^  bdf  angr^  and  half  pleaaed-r-^half 
ariMiined^  aliA  half  iiDcKiied  to  drop  a  tear. 
iWhirt !  folding  thefettcr  carefuHy  up,  and 
|^ili(^>tb  fnit  4t  Id  your  pocket !  Then  it 
iiiott  jcoinamiaome  liecret'of  no  triQing  im-^ 
^^nance  r  Ybu  said  it  "m^  year  GrotherV 
fiawL  I  will  only  ask,  my  krve,  if  he  has^ 
atfived  in:  health  ?'' 

Fanny,  blushed,  and  half-bptened  the  let^ 
tetL  '^  Ye8>  Iny  dear  liady,  he  is  arrived, 
and  in  hfakh ;  but,  I  protest;  he  ^eems  to 
me  to  be  running*  nrttti!''  Yet  fanny 
could  not  stifle  a  half  smilt. 

^'  Rnnnihg  niad  1  Hat  he  wntten  a  mad 
htUrf.   h  ttftre  method  in  liia  nrndneas?^ 

N  3  Ladixure. 
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I  admire  mnd  letters  of  all  things!  ibid 
if  there  be  not  very  great  secrets  in  it,  f 
could  like  vastly  to  look  at"it.  •  ^irt;'takt 
eare^  ni)  love ;  I  shall  nol  deem  it  a  favour^ 
.  I  assure  you^  to  be  indulged  with  the  sig&t 
of  a  single  v?ord  which  may  give  you  a* 
.moment's  pain."    "  .      .•  '  ^.:  •» 

''  Keally^  my  dear  Lady,.  I  would^»(lt 
wkh  you  to  see  the  fetter.  It  is-ridiciir 
Jous.  In  facf^  there  is  only  die  posfcrifit 
that  is  fit  for  you  to  see^  and  that*  I  fe^iv 
would  give  you  rriore  pafn  than  pleftsuit*** 

''  Indeed  !  only  the  postscript  fit  to' be 
seen  !  Then  he  must  be  mad  with  a  iritt 
ness ;  for  I  can  hardly  think  that  the  post* 
script  is  the  longest  part  of  the  business/'. 

^'  It  really  hurts  me  to  wish  to  withhold 
'  it,  my  Lady  ;  but  there  is  such  a-  veiii  of 
impertinence  to  cur  best  and  most  atniabld 
friend^  running  through  the  'whole  of  ity 
that  I  could  hardly  sit  in  the  room  ^hile 
you  perused  it." 

^'  Impertinence  to  me !  I'll  get  the 
monster  cashiered  !     Well^  but  if  that  he 

all. 


a^,  tay  loxe/Ax)  Icf  melobk  at  the  mad- 
man'^ letter;  atrdf  tf-1  feel  compeUed  ta 
condemn  hirti^  be  adored  IwiH  acquit  you 
'dF'f he  smsHest  shaVe  of  ciilpabrlity  .*' 
^.'- ^'Tfii?rfef^ii  fe;  my-  tady/'  6ind  Fanny, 
blusliing  through  a  restrained  smile ;  *'  take 
It;  it  youpfease,  but  at  yoifr  dwn  peril 

■i  *'Perit! ^ok4  nobtwmie  I  U  romes  from 

^tt' beilthy  place,  aod  O^ah't-  ^ve  me v the 

plague  I     I  am   now  resolved  to  read  if, 

i0i  biT/iinpertmiMce  be  great  ais  it  mHy/^ 

.  4fldiher«  Ladyship  Opened  the  letter/  aiii 

'    cast  her  eye  attentively  over  it.     **  Helgli 

-'lia!     Upon  my  woFd  I. .  The  idea  of  being 

tAit  of  danger  has  a  'wonderful  eifect  on 

.  4B&mk  people!:  And  sonto^  people,  betWeeft 

.  ^ou  apd  ly  my  lo^'e,   had  better  not  -hav* 

iieenso  very,  corious^'^  .said:  the.  lovely 

Xady,  wpreiing  a  blush  in  i  the  bosom  of 

:   iieivifiiead.  .'M  really <begin  to  think  your 

brother  iamad,  my  love ;  and  if  the  maniac 

has    not  absolutely  bit  me,  I  am  sadly 

afraid  iiis.  letters  have.     I  suppose  you  feel 

,  :    .  yourself 
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yourself  under  an  obligation  to  bbcy  At 
injunctions  of  this  mad  brother  of  .yoiir's? 
What  will  you  say  to  him  ?'* 

''  I  declare^  my  dear  Lady,  t  dott't  knovr 
Vfbat  to  say.  What  will  you  permit  me  t<K 
aay?-' 

''  Saiy.!  Why  tell  him  he  ^  mad,  to  be 
sure! — that  these  are  mad  times,  attd  that 
there  are  otBei*  peojrie  njearly  :a&  made  as- 
•himseir!  Tell  /lim  ivho  I  ^am,  sans  etri- 
monie." 

"  Ah,  my  dear  Lady  Arethow*) .  not  foir 
the  world  !  that  %vould  ;drive  'bim  itiiiiD^ 
indeed!" 

"^^  Psha !  you  Jovely  little  stmpletoa  T 
A  soldier  rave,>because  a  tricing,  difficulty 
18  thrown  in  his  way  !  Ilidiculoust  Doo 
fiot-his  profession  teach  him  to  oonquef  tir 
die?  But;,  that  I  may  no  longer  rove,  and 
'iexpose  the  mtoation  df  my  ibolish  heair^ 
<bere,  there's  a  Idas  for  you.  God.  bless 
you  !  I  will  come  and  fetch  J4>u  to^^otiop- 
TOW,,  to  dine  with  the  Counliesfi."  .    . 

*^}izy,  take  one  irom  vu^  in  iretmro. 

God- 
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<3od,  bless  yba,.  ray  sweet  Lady!  Fare-* 
vrdl  !>  Shall  I  tell  my  poor  brother  to  di«> 
it  once  ?" 

0 

"  My  poor  bnother  to  die  at  once  !  Noj 
tobesiire^  you  blockhead!  Tell  him  to^ 
look  at  his  sword,  atidi&trive  gloriotuly  to 
overcome  all  .bis.  difficulties/'  ■■  '^     * 

''  I  will  tell  the  pooi;,  youfh^  what  you 
say/' 

"  'lis  lucky  I  have  not  put  it  in  your 
power  then  to  repeat  worse.  Once  more, 
farewell!"  And  the  blushing  Lady  Are- 
thusa  hurried  out  of  the  house,  lest  any 
ori^  should  observe  her  confusion,  leaving 
Fanny  enraptured  at  the  happy  prospects 
which  she  could  not  help  flattering  herself, 
she  saw  approaching  her  darling  brother. 
Yet  she  took  care  to  express  herself  very 
guardedly  to  him.  She  barely  gave  him 
leave  to  hope,  but  concluded  her  epistle  . 
with  the  following  words: — ''  Again,  fare- 
well, my  dear,  dear  brother!  Recollect 
the  wide  and  very  culpable  difference 
which  our  evcr-to-be  revered  parent  has 

3  often 
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often  told  ycu  lay  between  the  temerity  oT 
4espair>  and  the  glory  of  a  cool,  deter- 
mined, and  patriotic  bravery.  Honour  and 
your  country,  my  dear  Frederick,  your 
ftister  trembles  whilst  8he  confesses,  demand 
the  latter ;  but  I  know  no  one  at  present 
who  demands  the  former^  or  rather  who 
^es  not  deprecate,  it" 
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^^hat  ctn  touch  th<;  tenderness  of  a  female  lictrt  more  tzqai- 
silelfy  than  the  departme  of  a  favoared  yovth  to  the 'field  of" 
ffory-? 

VJn  the  tenth  day  after  the  receipt  of  the 
letter,  introduced  at  the  end  of  the  second 
volume.  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont's  carriage 
being  at  the  door  to  convey  the  ladies  to 
Park-place,  as  they  were  now.becoVne  almbst ' 
inseparable^  a.  second  letter  wafi  brought/ 
Whilst  Miss  Nobleville  was  opening  it,  l^er  * 
Ladyship  said-—''  Now,  my  swe^t  friend  Y 
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now  we  shall  see  whether  the  racing  fit  1m 
reached  its  acme;  or  the  poor  youth.be 
recovering  his  wits  again.  What!  Hea* 
vcnsJ-^T-You  alarm  me,  Fanny  !— KotliiQf 
very  disagreeable,  I  hope?" 

Fanny  wiped  a  tear  from  her  cheek; 
and  presented  the  letter  without  speaking. 
Her  Ladyship  read. 


'*  MY  DEAREST  FANNY, 

0H  that  I  could  stop  the 

course  of  tjbe  sun  for  hlilf  an  hour,  while 
1  could  pour  out  the  effusions  of  my 
heart !  yet,  short  as  the  time  allowed  me 
is^  I  am  ^a  dreadfully  fatigued,  that  I  can 
hardly  keep  my  eyes  open  while  I  write 
this.  Yesterday  morning,  my  dear  girl, 
we  received  the  expected  summons  to 
hasten  pn  board  the  transports,  which  ar* 
rived' but  the  evening  before,  and  to  put 
to  ^a  immediately.  Heaven  knows  where 
we  are  going ;  but  it  is*  kept  an  impene- 
trable 


tc^^ler  secret  fronv-  vs ;  j.udgo  tben^j  ja-y  > 
d^an  wh^t  must  have  been  our  conAisioi^. 
>i^i\^ i^tui^lly  ej^pyeqtmg.a  few  days  no-^ 
ticfs.;Ui'^ecl{SO.extei^iv^.ap  embarkaf  j^, . 
vee  luid  eyei^  tl^img  to  cQ^lect>  and  pack  up^  ^ 
ia  pfd^ef  ip  .ent^if  our  ^ps,-  this  day  by*, 
iipori:^-  H^mtn  ^  lilt^e ca^n  qf  a  qrouded 
ve^js^   I  haye  )^en  b]UslU^  sbp.ut  fer  a 
whole;  hour,  -^nd  have  at  lefig^h  caught  a 
moment  to  take  iny  Iea^e:of  yo.i^  andj^oar 
mq^t  celestial  patr<^ne§s,  for  tbre^  n^pntbs 
a(  le^t.     Oh,  Fanny !  Faivny  !  what  would 
I  .give  to  be.  the  £art  of  Holliston  !  to  lay 
my  title  and  fortune  nt .  the  feet  of  that  < 
divinity !  By  Heaven,  I  shall  ran  distracted ! 
No,  rather  let  me  fly  to  glory;  and  HI 
cannot  reach  her  heart,  I  will  endeavour 
to  ioerit  her  good  opinion.     Your  letter 
bearing   the   thunderbolt.    Lady  Arethusa 
Belmont's  name  !  suffers  me  barelv  to  ex- 
ist ;  but  I  will  live,  and  feast  on  the  glim- 
mering ray  which -you  have  fio  sparingly 
yielded  in   your   conclusive  sentence,     t 
will  sedulously  observe  tlie  diflfei^ence  be- 

«  2  tween 


^^■*^'- 


4  LUCKY   ESCAFCS. 

■  • 

iween  the  temerity  of  despair,  and  the 
-|;1ory  of  a  cool,  determined,  and  patriotic' 
bravery,  as  you  tell  me,  you  know  no 
OR^at  present  vrho  demands  the  former; 
or  rather,  who  wotddnoi  deprecate  sfiicn  cor- 
duct.  Oh,  may  that  one  be  the  idoVof  my 
soul !  But  I  rave ;  the  violence  of  my 
passion  hurries  me  to  madness !  Make  my 
humble,  my  most  fervent,  my  most  heart- 
felt— Ah,  Fanny !  must  I  mention  that 
cold,  inanimate,  unme^ngvford,  respects f 
Up  comes  the  anchor;  and  the  perso^ 
waits  now  at  my  elbow,  to  take  my  letter 
on  shore.  Adieu  !  adieu,  my  dearest  sis- 
ter !  say  every  thing  for  me  that  you  can 
think  of.  I  yet  may  be  the  Earl  of  Hollis- 
ton.  Say — say — psha  !  what  can  you  say, 
my  poor,  dear  girl?  You  never  loved, 
nor  ever  will,  like  me.     God  bless  you  all ! 

Frederick  Nobleville." 


Having  perused  the  letter,  her  Ladyship 
,    .  sighed 
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sigh^  most  impressively  J  wiped  away  the 
tea»  which  showered  from  her  beauteb^is 
eyes;  and  retVming  her  bead  on  the  should 
der  of  her  you^kg  Cricndj  said—'*  Oh,  Fanny  I 
shall  I  confess  to  you  that  I  cannot* envy 
your  fortitude?  You  liaidly  weep  the 
iong.and  dangerous  absence  of  such  a  bro- 
ther. Jl^  heart  is  bursting  with  appre- 
hension/' 

''  Bless  you !  my  dearest^  sweetest  friend^ 
for  that  souI*cheering  expression ;  but  ft^ 
i^liect  the  prejudice  of  birth,  the  preju- 
dice of  eduqation,  my  most  amiable  lady  ! 
I  am  a  soldier's  daughter ;  and  it. would  ill 
become  me,  dearly  as  I  love  my  darling 
Frederick,  to  strain  even  a  silken  thread  to 
draw  him  from  the  field  of  glory  which  his 
country  has  called  him  to,  and  which  his 
King  expects  he  should  honour  with  emu- 
lative gallantry." 

Such  a  spfeech,  so  fervently  delivered,  had 
the  desired  effect;  and  with  a  few  others 
of  similar  import^  soon  recovered  the 
lovely  admirer  of  the  gallant  young  sol- 

B  3  dier. 
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'dier^  frovh.  her  state  oMespbridency  i  l)ut 
npite  of  .cvwy  «ffort,  she  cmild  .-nbt  ^recoi- 
ver  her  acemtomed  sph^its ;  thei^foro^  ob>- 
serving  to  her  young  friend^  dmt  lUie  tins* 
easiness  which  must  appear tconspitui^ilb'oii 
tier  cotinteitance/ w^ukl  n^tcetid  td  add  to, 
the    satisfaction   of  her  dear  pailrtft;  h^  • 
Ladyship  wquested  ta\iinf  to  siiS^  her  fi 
remain  her  visitor  for  the  day;  and  ring^ 
in^ihe  beTI,  d^sfred  l^r^/U^ern  16  in- 
f^fti<^6  mrvMm,  thut  as  -litJsB.  Kabldvilf^ 
ifhd  b'sHgfht  eMd>  sh^  >t\M^ki  YeiMik  ^fi^rt, 
tin  abdat  ni9ifr  /^V:twkj  i^bed  the  xdtuik- 
inigWt  Wrtite-fW  hdp.^  • 
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CHAP.  II. 

JthmcU  <i!pi(wr1iat  16  captfewrtiog  In  a  cotmceoftnoe  eciuafff 
>MBtillul.afi4  expwfiife,  t|ii»  it  ctR  nefier  bt  m  object  of  iMofti^^ 
^ tout*  wlita we  bcw «( Uitki|^ jmpceaioni agu4e oa a  ftnit 
jqieetiiii;. 

■         *  • 

Foa  three  or  foar  days  after  the  receipt  of 
<he  letter  from  Captain  Noblevilie,  an* 
nounciag  the  departure  of  the  expedition 
from  Guernsey,  Lady  Arethusa  frequently 
foond  it  coQvenient  to  complain  of  a  slight 
cold;  and  her  lovely  young  friend  en* 
deared  herself  still  naore  to  the  Countess  of 
.Belmont,  by  her  anxious  and  soothing  at* 
tention  to  her  daughter.  At  length,  the 
eKamjple  of  >Faonyj  the  favoiira1>le  winds, 

B  4  and 


and  the  anticipations;  not  only  of  the  nfe 
arrival  of  the  armjr^  but  of  a  speedy^ 
splendid^  and  easy  conquest^  with  which  the 
papers  daily  abounded,  had  so  favourable 
an  effect  on  her  Ladyship's  spirits,  that  she 
^/f/Ti^rf J  her  slight  cold  to  leave  her;  and 
resumed  her  usual  cheerful  aspect,  and 
playfulness  of  disposition* 

The  following  day  a  smalt  party  of 
friends  dined  with  the  Countess,,  and  Lady 
Arethusa  introduced  her  lovely  praUgee. 
As  there  were  only  two  ladies  of  the  party, 
the  one  highly  extolled  for  herwit^  theoth^'r 
for  her  profundity  of  erudition,  and  each 
on  the  wrong  side  of  thirty])  they  viewed 
the  beautiful  young  lady  with  tolerable 
com-placency,  especially  as  tafae  had  too 
much  good  sense  to  attempt,  rivalling,  the 
one  by  an  alTcctaiion  of  eloquence,  or  the 
other  by  evincing  a  depth  of  learning. 
But  the  gentlemen,  who  amounted  to  four 
in  number,  were. not  content  with  viewing 
the  young  stranger  with  complacency ; 
they  gazed  with  rapture,  an$l  more  than 

once 
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OQcepiit  her  coirtpletcly^  out  of  cbunte- 
nsmce*     Lady  Arethusa,  pitying  her  embar- 
i^ssmenti  though  she  rejoiced  at  such  evi- 
dent approbation^  determined  to  Hiitigate 
the  violence  of  their  admirationi  by  endea^ 
vouring  to  coerce  their  attention  to  her 
conversation ;  but  all  her  Ladyship's  elo- 
c)uence  was  completely  thrown  away  upon 
the  Marquis  of  Lornly.    He  ha4  whispered 
his  friend  loud  enough  to  be  oyerhear^*-* 
^'  By  Heaven^  that  is  the  identical  lovely 
creature  I  mentioned  to  you  V  and  rivetted 
Iris  fine  blue  eyes  on  Fanny^  so  as  often  to 
rouse  his  own  sense  of  the  impropriety, 
though  he  found  it  totally  impossible  to 
refrain ;  in  fact,  his  admiration  became  so 
very  conspicuous,  that  the  Countess  smiled 
at  Lady  Arethosa ;  and  her  Ladyship  pass- 
ing it  to  Fanny,  created  a  sufimon  which 
effectually    subdued  the  elegant    young 
nobleman ;  he  actually  sighed  so  forcibly, 
as  to  elicit  a  smile  from  tfie  female  wit,  and 
the  female  sage^ 
la  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  th^ 

9  5  Marquis, 
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Marquis,  ^iiK  his  friend  Ldrd  Bolfobj  Wbb 
wstt  also  ^is  princfpfll  ^uarclitin^  etitet«fl 
into  convemttbh  With  Lady  A^thusa^  and 
^iss  'Ndbldville ;  'Whikt  the  celebrated 
ladies,  and  the  other 'two  genfl^meti^ 'were 
'^eclaimhig  to  theGonirtess^oh  the  heiniOtl2&- 
ncss'of  a  recent  ^nx  jw»,  Bnfl;  «  nsUal, 
Sentencing  the  lady^to  everlsWtlng  itifamy*; 
^but  Yeadlly  passhiga'brflbf -indemnity  trti 
"the  'base;  insididns,  ^awd  Irttrrgumg-  »sedii- 

Kftet'-htilf  an'hoiif's  ccmrersatlon  ori'va- 

Vloirs  subjects;  during  which-  her  Ladyship, 

'artfirlly  i^verttrrg -to  the  ^aPrquis'y  excla- 

'tyiaHorr  Whis  noble  friend';  was  iirTormeH 

*that  he  was  the  happy  indFvkluai  wha  liod 

taken  the  angelic  lti3y •  froih-.lhe  cQaoh,^a4Kl 

conveyed  ••her  info  Mrs.- -La  B!ohdea^k-s 

•pariouT^  a  wc&itistalice  which  woold  ever 

be  deemed  a' inoSt  Interesting  ejpoch  in  his 

life.     The  ardent  admirer^  looking  most 

'expressivdy  at  Fanny,  sftid — "This  is  the 

last  time  I  may  ever  enjoy  -so  delectable  -a 

conversjition.     To-morrow  J  -go  pobt  to 

Plymouth, 
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l^yttioutti,  in  order  to  pursue  tEe  fleef^ 
having  accepted  a  commiSBioh  in  one  of 
those  regiments ;  for  though  it  is  rather 
an  awl  ward  time  to  commence  duty,  J 
trusft  I  am  too  much  a  Briten  to  sit  supinely, 
and  suffer  my  brother-oificers  to  gather  all 
the  laurels."' 

Lady  Arethusa,  whose  penetrating  eye 
had  observed  Fanny  suddenly  turn  pale, 
and  instantly  become  the  reverse,  fancying 
the  Marquis  had  observed  her  also,  resolvel 
to  give  her  young  friend  a  moment's  res- 
pite—^^'  Bless  me,  my  Lord  Marquis," 
cried  she,  '*"  you  are  enough  to  frighten  us, 
I  protest !  talking  here  to-day,  to-morrow 
entering  pell'mcU  upon  the  enemy  !  be- 
sides, you  forget,  or  probably  have  yet  to 
learn,  that  Miss  Nobleville  has  a  brother 
commanding  a  company  in  that  expedi- 
tion ;  he  is  a  captavn  in  the  forty-fifth 
regiment  ;'*  and  her  Ladyship,  though  she 
made  ^hift  to  stifle  a  sigh,  could  not  help 
feeling  a  slight  glow  on  thexheek. 

'*  Thfe  fbrty-lifth  regiment !"  exclaimed 

B  6  the 
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the  ^farqiiis^  "  the  Teiy  corps  I  an 
destined  to !  and  bappj  shatt  I  be  to  imi<- 
tate  the  niilitary  virtues  of  the  lady'sbro- 
ther.  Does  the  Countess  know  the  Cap>« 
tain  ?  Could  I  be  honoured  with  a  line  of 
introduction  to  hini  ?  •  Tt  would  be  an 
infinite  favour  conferred  on  me ;  as  I  feel 
a  peculiar  desire  to  stand  well  on  the  lisl ' 
of  that  gentleman's  approved  friends/' 

''  Oh  !  I  will  settle  that  business  in  an 
instant  for  your  Lordship;"  and  Lady 
Arethusa  leaving  the  room>  soon  returned 
-with  a  small  note  in  her  hand,  which  pre- 
senting to  the  young  soldier,  she  smiled — 
**  There  !  read  that  commission,  my  Lord, 
and  see  if  it  will  do." 

The  Marquis  read  audibly  to  his  party — 


**  Miss  Nobleville  informs^ 
her  dear  brother,  that  the  bearer  of  this, 
the  Marquis  of  Lornly,  dined  in  hef  com- 
pany this  day,  at  the  Countess  of  Bel- 
mont's ; 
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.mont's;  and  wishing  for  a  line- of  jhtr^* 
Auction  to  her  dear  Fr^r jck;  she  has, 

ft 

•  on  the, recommendation^  of  Lady  Arethusa 
Belmont,  who,  by  the  by e^  .is  her  amana- 
ensis  whilst  she  is  gossiping,  entrusted  thii& 
to  his  Lordship,  to  inform,  her.  brother, 
that  j^is  Jet ter  from  on  board  the  .tran$po;t 
^  wa$  do^y  received,  and  found  her  and  her 
frieticis  in  good  health,  as  this  leaves  them ; 
sincerely    wishing — nonsense! 

(Witness,)       Aa^thusa  Bslmokt/* 


''  Well,,  my  Lord,  what  think  you  of  it  ? 
^Willitdo?" 

*'  Do,  my>  dear  Lady  Arethusa !  yes, 
most  incomparably! — Will  it  not,  my 
Lord  ?  1  shall  be  known  immediately, 
without  formal  introductions  from  unin* 
terested   commanding-officers/'  t 

*'  Upon  my  word,  I  think  it  excejlentr* 
said  Lord  Bolton.  ^'  A  master-pieo&v^f 
her  Ladyship's  composition!  paiticnlarly 

the 


1< 
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¥be  «xpre98ive  anti  sSgnificant  ittmsefOe  it 
lli^  emclusion  of  if."  Fatitiy  tould  not 
lielp  «ODlmg;  her  Ladjshijp  -could  not 
help  Uitfhing ;'  hi$  LordsMf^ '  coiild  not 
help  Itfnghlog ;  atid  fhe  Murqttis,  sighing, 
TdUttA  up  ihe  JrOfO/  kissed  it,  and  put-  it' 
^erj  '(arefvlly  lii  his  pocket. "'    "    • 


t  r 
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:  Tbere  U  a  veiy . strange  ^qg^nc^  ia.the.mi^'Pf.  vqy 
young  women,  to  confess  a  partiality  Ij^rderjqg  on^tt^hmenty 
which,  when  we.^cflect  on  their  propensity  to  cominun^qatiog 

in  other  reacts,  is  not  a  little  eAraordini^.  .         , 

■ .  »  . « 

Oifr-hct  Ladyship*s -^St  tft-i3rbmJ3toti  tfm 
^ext  day,  from  whence^flre.  began  ^to'think 
tVf  taking  hfer  friend  ^htfrcly  ^td  reside  it 
'Park-place,  the  doctbr^  %^tig  under  m) 
-apprehensToii  of  a  relapse,  ijheyi^ad  hardty 
passed  the  usual  compliments  of  dtiiljy; 
-tteetiiij^,  ti^ten^both  -of  ^^Ai-St  ffii^  same 
•iaifant^ct^e*k)tit— <'  i  wtrndir^'iT  Ihe'Mar- 

quis r'    They  both  stopped.     -LatJy 

•  =  *  Arethusa 
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■ 

Arethusa  smiled.    Fanny  looked  a  little 
confused. 

*'  Happy  Marquis  V  cried  her  Ladysbip; 
'^  when  two  ladies  mention  a  gentleman  at 
^  the  same  moment^  the  old  aphorism  says, 
'  one,  at  least,  must  love  him !" 

"  Lud,  my  Lady  !" 

''  My  dear,  you  have  cut  the  thread  of 

my    discourse ;  I    had    not    finished  my 

speech  ;  I  was  going  to  continue — '  As  I 

'can  safely  say,  I  do  not  lave  you>  my  Lord 

Marquis,  of  course " 

''  Lud,  my  Lady  !*'  and  Fanny  abso- 
lutely blushed. 

"  Ah,  my  love !  you  may  well  be 
ashamed  of  interrupting  me  twice  in  a 
minute,  with  your  '  Lud,  my  Lady  f^  and 
.even  now,  I  am  almost  afraid  to  proceed; 
but  I  certainly  intended  to  have  concluded 
with— «'  Of  course  my  amiable  friend 
must.*' 

".  Lud,  my  Lady  i'"^  and  the  confused 
beauty  reclined  her  head  on  her  Ladyship^ 
shoulder 

"  Lud, 


"  Lud^  toy  ladf,  again  I  Why^  that  is 
ihrtt  times !  And  what  does  the  old  pro^ 
terb  aijrf  5  If  a  jtung  woman/  in  the 
course  of  conversation^  dd^  ihrke  repeat 
the  self-slime  sentence,  she  must  be  in 
love/  Aye,  my*  dear,  you  may  thrast  your 
head  into  an  augur-hole,  if  you  please ; 
bitt  your  tongue  has  condemned  ybii  now, 
if  yx>ur  eyes  did  not  sufficiently 'conf<^ 
the  fact  yesterday/' 

. ''  Oh,  £ady  Arethusa,  how  you  forture 
ine  !  I  am  sure  nobody  could  peiNceive 
that  J  looked  at  the  Marquis  with*   '  ■ '* ' 

''  Oh  ho  !  What,  you  did  look  at  the 
'Marquis  then  !  Bite  that  litrle  tongue  of 
^AurV,  my  dear,  the  next  time  it  betrays 
yoiTso.  Now,  my  sweet  girlj  hold  up 
■your  head,  and  tell  me  candidly,  do  you 
not  think  that  vit  are  fmo  silly,  fascinated 
blockheads,  to  suffer  a  couple  of  military 
fellows  Xo  make  a  lodgment  in  oiir  hefarts, 
even  before  we  know  that  they  intend  to 
make  regular  approaches  ?  Look  Up,  and 
answer  me  candidly/* 
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*'  If  yom  Ladyship  has  done  so^  1—4— 
1  am  extreme] V  sorrv'.*' 

m  m 

"  Nay,  never  say  that,  my  love;  for  if 
vou  do,  I  shall  be  ebliged  to  say,  I — ^I— 
I  .im  extreaieiy  sorry  that  you  have  dooe 
««.  by  way  of  returning  the  complinieiiti 
which  I  really  am  not.  On  the  contrary^ 
I  am  highly  pleased,  as  I  am  confident  the 
Marquis — but  if  you  continue  boring 
at  my  neck  so,  you  will  not  only  spoil 
your  pretty  nose,  but  will  absolutely  com- 
(>el  mc  to  call  on  Mrs.  Bowline  for  aid. 
IxM  up  your  head,  my  dear,  and  look 
^hout  you.  Are  you  not  a  soldier's  daughr 
tor:  Fi<^  I  fie  !  I  protest  you  love  like  a 
;simp<e.  -sheepish,  country  girl ;  while  I 
s^ubaiic  to  tho  iiHinre  with  all  the  fvsig- 
n<Hi^n  o4*  a  woman  of  fashion,  who  cares 
iu>t  i\  all  the  papers*  in  town  ring  the 
^^*^<^«*«  on  both  man  and  maid<^n." 

**  Hut  your  Lad}*ship  does  not  really 
think  that  I  am  actually ?" 

"  huK'ed,  my  love,  her  Ladyship  does 
not  think  that  you  are  actually —  so  disin- 
genuous 


^cnuQUsmiflN  meMio  :^qnjf,tlM  yon  feel 
a  triSiii)^ptn€ha$a'((^ythe  Marqnis^  who  I 
^am  sur^i«.dyi«g.  for  yptuV 

/'  fiiit>  rfiy  dear  Lgtdy  Aretbusg^  must.no^ 
it  appi^ar  sh*ange^  to  fet\  fB^—^ — a  kiitd  4f 
-partiality  foe  a  young  tiobteoKiN*  whom  J 
.never  aaw  before,  and^'wSKoiR  I  know  no^ 
ithing^  and  {>ossibIy  tntiy  be  northing  tof 
.Aml,;do  auffinr  me  to  $skj  h  there  not  some- 
.filing  m^terions  ,m  his  reselution  ;to  join 
'a.iixardttnig)  regittitlit?  I-t)K>i^t  y^ung 
-nobklmen  :geaeifaHy  lOQifinienc^  their  mi- 
Aitiry  icarel^r  in  the  6fUi6tnda^  -Homt  comes 
^hdMal^uts.'to.dif&i:  s^  v^'  widefy  from 
^Boiti^stV'  -^ ,'        ':V-.,  •       •    ; 

-  :  I*bAj^  !  rRow,  my  love,  '  Akliard  fa  1i>(n* 
HcUCfUgS^la!' .  ThUds  oomij9g^to..lhe  fjpim! 
yli\^fi^.M]9yf.,yef}sc  deika^  the.  aboi* 
of  asking  a  hundred  questions  aboivt  th|( 
JV^arqiHSj  I. :>yiU  answer  4hem.^l  wii|h>tbe 
^ooe  y-ou  h^  just  put;  dcnow  rtien,  that 
^he  Marquifi,  whoFealjy  ia  a  most  amiable 
young  mMf  had  ^formed  a  :sort  of  con- 
x>exi^  with  a  wo  nan  eqiiallj^u^tful^  dissi- 
pated^ 


•••«■•  « •^ 


t 

i 
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pated,  and  unprincipled:  conseioift  that 
she  would  .not  long  be  able  to  k€ej>  posses- 
sion of  his  person^  she  was  resolved  that  k 
should  not  be  worth  possessing  by  any  one 
else;  so  hurried  him  into  continual  sceneis 
of  excess^  and  had  got  him  so  completely 
enveloped  with  sharpers  and  usurers^  that, 
had  not  his  guardidn  step!  forward^  with 
more  authority  than  he  had  usually  assumed, 
great  as  the  young  man's  fortune  is^  it 
would  have  been  very  trifling  by  the  time 
he  came  of  age;  having  but  recently  en- 
tered his  twenty-flrst  year ;  unless  he  had 
committed  treason  against  the  black-leg^ 
code  of  honour,  and  denied  his  hand- 
"writing  a  thousand  times  over ;  or  posi> 
tively  refused  to  pay  obligations  which  bis 
hand  znd  his  word  were  pledged  punctually 
^o  perform. 

'^  In  consequence  of  the  warm  represen- 
tations of  Lord  Bolton,  the  Marquis's  good 
sense  took  the  reins  from  his  passions ;  he 
dismissed  the  wbthan  on  a  pension  of  five 
hundred  per  annum  for  her  life ;  and  to 

clear 


LXJCXV   ]|SCA]^£S^  Sit* 

elear^vbiipself  ^fr^m.  the  host  of  sharpexs^ 
a4tid,Ajif||^f^;Ke  has  laken  a  commtsston  ia. 
tbe /< Jb^-jflftii  regimenr,^  Cionfident  jthat* 

^'^^i'fi^^^f^-^^'^  .^^^  fpllow  him  -oa. 
secret  expeditions ;  but  had  Tie.  gone  ftp^^ 
any   friendly  part  of  the  Continent,*  he 
vrould  soon  have  found  the  greater  part  of 
fhem  at  his  heels.     The  meeting  with  you, 
my  love,  may  be  of  infinite  consequence 
to  the  young  Peer ;  it  has,  ho  doubt,  fixed 
his  affections;  and  hi^  family  may  have 
reason  to  bless  the  day  that' he  dined  in  the 
same  party  with  you,  at  the   Countess  of 
Belmont's  :  nor  is  it  a  circumstance  of  lit- 
tle importance  that  he  is  gone  to  the  very 
regiment  your  brother  belongs  to,  and  has 
a  tine  of  introduction  to  him:  young  men 
nearly  of  the  same  age,  and  of  a  similarity 
of  sentiment,  readily  form  lasting  friend* 
ships ;  they  will  emulate,  advise,  assist  each 
other;  and  as  they  will  deem  themselves  bro-^ 
thers  in  the^M,  we  will  in  some  respect 
imitate  them,  by  feeling  ourselves  sisters  at 
home ;  so  let  us  kiss,  and  pzrt^  and  pray 
/    :  for 


^^ 
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for  patience."     And  her  Ladjr^Iiip  promis-^ 
ihg  to  call  the  next  day^and  false  Faifny  to 
town,  chiefly  to  reside  there,  lefi  tficTlieart" 
erf  her  fovely  protegee  fluttcrirg-,-  piaihed', 
and  pleased.  ■ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


,  few  irriten  b«Te  moie.Suroani^  p])pdituhitii»  of  Ifveiniig 
their  ^^/Jf  at  folly  as  it  Blc^,  t|^D  the  editory  of  ,8Cfiii^(c^ 
and  the  autbocs  of  fi/nuls  i  and  at  the  p^odtictiona  q{  either  afia 

,  •  -  •  .  •  ■;,_."■■ 

•         ■.,*■  ..   •■  •  .    .       « 

•eldom  read  more  than  once^  all  ipatters  bordering;  on  latirc^ 
ire  sure  to  be  devoured  with  peculiar  avidity. 


DuBiNc  the  three  fblloiviDg  iiiofitk(s>  the 
skier-laven  enjoyed  the  comtant  ccnrpany 
of  each  othf^,  as  Miss  l^obkville  resided  i^ 
Park-street  generally ;  and  though  ,  the 
CooBteas  readily,  coinckled-^ith  ail  thdr 
wisbesj  fpr  4he  loved  her  daugialCerfs  friead 
even, as  a  daughter,  yet  prudence/  at  *weU 
9^  delicacy,  would  not  snffev  dhiefn.  to  di- 
vulge 
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vulge  their  attachments;  but  both  resolved 
to  wait  until  the  return  of  the  expedition, 
before  they  made  up  their  minds  on  so 
critical  a  subji^t.  The  rettim'  of  the  ex- 
pedition, indeed,  was  an  event  of  no  trif- 
ling importance  to  them ;  they  would  «t 
for  hours  together,  and  fondly  antici- 
pate it;  sometimes  they  would  think  of 
it  with  fear  and  trembling,  leist  any  acci- 
dent should  befall  them. 

It  was  after  a  conversation  of  the  latter 
tendency,  on  Fahiiy  being  advised  to 
remain  at  home  for  the  day  by  the  affec- 
tionate Countess,  the  young  lady  having 
complained  of  a  slight  head-ach  whilst  at 
breakfast,  that  Lady  Arethusa  had  taken 
Mrs.  Tacit  with  her,  and  was  pursuing  her 
course  towards  Kensington,  when,  on 
turning  into  Hyde-rpark,  she  ran  against 
the  Earl  of  Pomposo,  as  already  related. 

Her  Ladyship  had  not  entered '  the  gar- 
dens more  than  five  minutes,  before  she 
dis^covered  anothei;.  admirer  of  her's,   in 
profound  con-versation  with  the  celebrated 
*        •  ladt/ 
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iaiy  of  a  celebiated  ncAtemmt.  The  ge^r 
tlemaii  saaa  ohtenre^  her  Ladyship,  ani 
seized  an  iamiediate  opportiuittjr  to  hH 
tbefo^  goodhmartoMt.  He  then  hastened 
to  pay  his  respects  to  oae  whom  he  rcaUjr 
respected^  and  admired  full  as  much  as'— 
Jack-Slff,  by  Taniem,  out  of  an  cwr-drave 
fHare,  got  by  .A/h^er-^iA-f ^  which  was  at  that 
instant  off*leader  in  bis  barouche,  thett 
standing  at  Ketisingtos^gate.  The  gentle- 
man was  a  person  of  no  small  consequence, 
and  possessed  no  small  portion  of  yola«- 
bility  of  speedi ;  but^  unfortunately  her 
Ladyship  had  endured  his  conversation 
more  than  once^^by  once,  when  finding 
the  eloquence  of  an  hour  wholly  devoted 
to  the  pedigree  of  his  four  barouche-hOrses^ 
she  had  thought  proper  to  be  otd,  when- 
ever the  PhteioH  of  batouche^lrivers  whipt 
bis  unequalled  steeds  into  Park-place. 

As  the  gentleman  soon  took  the  iead  in 
conversation.  Lady  Arcthusa  was  agreeably 
surprised  to  find  it  varied  from  the  pedi- 
gree of  his  horses,  to  an  accoKint  of  their 
.    VOL.- III.  c  performances. 
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performances.  He  gave  a  history  of  llif 
pJuttonic  dub  dining  at  Belfont,  ^in  little 
more  than  five  words ;  but  the  account  .of 
iheir  progress  to,  and  .their  return  from 
-that  place  of  all  places,  to  drive  a  carriage 
to  the  door  of,  occupied  .  full  twice  five 
^thousand.  The  hair-breadth  scapes  on  the 
-strait,  level  road,  through  turnpike  gates 
not  more  than  twice  as  wide  as  their  car^ 
•riages,  would  have  made  some  ladies  swoon. 
JLady  Arethusa  often  felt  herself  a  little 
amvulsed;  but  providentially,  was  able  to 
■overcome  the  horrific  description  with  a— 
smile..  Then  the  sublime  and  beautiful 
<lescription  of  the  toes,  the  pricking  up  of 
the  ears,  and  the  exact  horlzontality  of 
the  iails  of  the  animals  drawinij  the  car- 
riages,  with  the  easy  inclination  of  the 
crops  of  the  ivhips,  the  semicircular  round- 
ing of  the  thongs,  the  Apollonian  square- 
ness of  the  elbows,  the  Herculean  round- 
ness of  the  shoulders,  the  rectangular  posi- 
tion of  the  feet,  and  the  Mandarinean 
niddle-noddle  of  the  heads  of  the  gentlemen 
.i;i'  driving 
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driving  iKe*  carriagesi-^to  say  nt>thittg;:  of 
the  envy  so  evidently  displayed  in  the 
countenances  of  all  the — trothers  of  the 
whip,  bashfully  sneaking  by  them  in-^tong- 
couchj  shw^-cuach;  diligence,^  hoarse,  black- 
coach,  tdegraph^  iandan,  gig,  tax-cart,  dung^ 
cart;  or,  cart  for  the  conveyance  of  high-- 
mettled-racers  when  food  for  the  hounds! 
Oh,  'twas  a  treat  for  the  goda  to  listen  tot 
As  her  Ladyship  appesired  a  little  fatigiied,, 
though  she  repeatedly  assured  the  gentle- 
man it  was  not  from  walking,  he  could  not 
be  persuaded  to  believe  but  a  rtde  would 
be  of  service  to  her,  and,  for  the  twenty- 
first  time,  entreated  her  to  honour  him  by 
commanding  his  barouche,. which  her  Lady- 
ship as  often  politely  declined;  till  findirig^ 
it  impossible  to  escape  without  some  deci- 
sive stroke,  she,  just  as  they  had  passed  the 
gate,  and  he  was  gazing  with  rapture  at  his 
shining  cattle,  gave  the  gentleman  a — 
*'  Psha  !  you  know,  my  good  friend,  that 
much  of  my  fortune  expires  with  me,  there- 
fore, for  the  sake  of  the  CourtteiiS,  I  imakc 

c  2  it. 
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it  a  rule  never  to  ride  in  carriages  driwi 
by  gentlemen,  even  thoagh  Fame  AooM 
declare  them  the  oflipring  of  thoram/^'tiftd 

The  gentleman  looked  at  her  Indyrfilj^ 
then  at  his  barouche^-^nounted  the  h6x^ 
adjusted  the  short  flap»  of  his  short  coat^ 
fingered  and  thumbed  the  reins  to  the  hun*^ 
dredth  part  of  an  inch — took  the' vhffr' 
from  the-  hand  of  his  coachman ;  and  cocU** 
ing  his  eye  dawn   the  cropj  to  see  thai 
Its  inclination  was  secur^km  clubhcm,  hif 
thrice  stamped  on  the  foot-board  of  atterf^ 
tion ;  "^  yep !  yep !  yep  !  '*  he  then   cried' 
ihrice,  with  voice  stentorian^  when  away^ 
flew   the  four  blood-bays  tight  in   hand/ 
tvith   the   elegant  barouche  of    Sir    Ycp^ 
FlamJcem,  of  Double-dipped  Hafl,  at  the* 
rate    of    twenty   miles  an  hourf    whilst 
Lady   Arethusa,    blessing   Providence  for* 
enabling  her  to  resist  so  hevcitclivng  an  invi- 
tation^ walked  into  Kensington,  where  die- 
soon  witnessed  a  scene  widely  different. 

The  fair  benevolent/  on '  following  ** 

lovely 


lovriyJittle  girl  iDtor  tixe  Stoni  roam  oa 
Ukc  wcoaA  floor  of  an  obscuce  hoiise>  be-^ 
Held  ti^  dficendy  dres^ed^  bat  emaciated 
nfife  of  a  military  officer  then  in  the  West 
InditSr  with  a  letter  before  her  placed  on  ^ 
table;  husM  handkerchief  in  her  left  hand«i 
vidi  whkh  she  frequently  wiped  her  eyes  ;: 
ao4  l^€r  right  hand  holding  a  bible^  in  T^hich 
she  was.  reading  a  chapter  from  Job^  to  four- 
odi^r  beautiful  girlsr.tbatiwere  stiUng.  round 
#fe&  table^  sometimes^  wiping  their  eyes. 
also,  and  at  others^^  bi^kiK  tbeniselvea: 
tvi^br  i^afetng  artificial:  flowers—*^'  I  eamio^t 
t9jf^  Madam,  that  I  could:  have  wished  to* 
Ittve  found  you  better  emph>y^>''  said 
Iber-:  Ladyship^  looking  benigBiy  around 
kera-^'  but  I  certainly  eould  have  wished^ 
%|.have  see^  yan^  and  your  lovely  family^ 
W  better  spirlts^rT^Nodung  materially  uii«^ 
Ibrtunate  hashappenedj  1  hope  ?"  ^ 

^'  Ok,  MadiMn!"  exclaimed  the  gentle^. 
K^man^  her  eyes  streaming  afresh^  ^'  my 
poor  husband  has  been  exchanged^  it  seems; 
and«  UiQugb  (ar  frqin  perfeetl^r  recovered^ 
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is  obliged  to  attend'  his  reginieiit/  whiclf, 
with  two  others^  is  to  meet  the  c^pedltidff 
that  sailed  from  Guernsey,  and  HeaVetl' 
knows  if  any  of  them  will  ever  return  !-  tf 
they  understand  that  it  is'bound  on  aJkibv 
of  forlorn  hope,  where  little  is  to  be  gAr 
but  harrassing  marches,  and  hard  blows.*'  '* 

''  Good  Heavens  !  Madam,  you  reallj^ 
alarm  me  !'*  And  her  Ladyship  seated  her-' 
self  in  an  old  chair,  in  a  state  of  actual  tre-^ 
pidation;  for  it  instantly  struck  her,  that  it* 
uuch  were  really  the  case.  Captain  Noble-*^ 
Ville,  and  the  Marquis,  or  one  of  them  af 
least,  might  be  among  ihe  victims  to  the^ 
grim  god  of  war.  -/ 

'^  But  rtv  mama  forgets.  Madam,"  said 
the  lovely  little  girl,  not  more  than  eight* 
years  of  age,moving  towards  her  Ladyship;^ 
*'  that  she  t614  us  a^sparrow  cannot  fall  to^ 
the  ground,  withotit  it  be.the  will  oC- the* 
Almighty;  arid  that  he  can  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  a  cannon  ball,  or  turn  •  it  aside  in*' 
the  twinkling  of  ah  eye  j  and  if  all  that  be* 
title,  Madam^  as  God  knows  what  a  good  - 
<*•  papa 
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p$q»,oiHr's  i8;*why  shouW  \S?e -he  aft^i^  of 
neVctz-^ewng  binii.ag^inf .»  Fpy  .God  Al'/ 
mighty  :c5MBi9ee>  you  :k<iQw,.tI»At  we  are 
dn^tressed^ 'and  loves  jus;'  or  he  wouldn't 
ll^rtVscnato'yotl  to*  us,  just  when:  we  arc 
threMtited^tcjp.be  turned  out  of  dobrs  by: 
iiie'  eross-Iookf Dg  people*  down  stairs,  iohly 
because  my  mama-  can't  pay  the  rent  till* 
my  TBisters  hare  fmisfied  their  flowers,  and 
^PDld' iheiii  to  make  the  monev/* 
•  The^  -poor  gentlewoman  frowned-^the 
sisters  blushed,  -.    .^ 

'  *^  We  are  told,  Madant/'  saiALady  Aro-- 
itiusa;  much  rexived  at  the  artless  observa- 
tions of  the  charmrrig  little  girl,  *'  that  in 
a  inultitude  of  counsellors  there  is  wisdom: 
your  lovely  counsellors  consist:  bf  ifive;  F 
see:;,  and  the  yioungest  dial!  be  my  oracTe 
at  present;  so*  for  a'  few-days,  I  will  ;take 
my  leave  t)f  you;  by.  which  iime,  I  hope 
you  will  have  obtained  more  farvourable 
intelligence/'  Then  taking  the  little  girl 
by  the  hand,  and  wishing  the  lovely,  young 
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parly  a  good  day,  she  quitted  the  afwt'*' 
ment,  and  wafted  to  the  vrindovr  on  the 
landing-place ;  when  taking  three  notes  ef 
five  pounds  each  from  her  pocket,  she  gave, 
them  to  the  child,  sajing^'^  We  must -not 
suffer  the  people  of  the  house  to  treat  us 
with  indignity,  my  little  love,  nor  woutt 
it  be  proper  to  sufler  them  to  endure  in- 
convenience for  their  tent^  longer  than  'is 
absolutely  necessary;  yoft  will  therefore 
give  those  to  your  mama,  with  my  comp4i-^ 
ments/* 

.The  child.  ga2ed  with  wonder  at  hef 
Ladyship,  and  taking  her  hand,  gently^ 
kissed  it. — "  You;  Madam,"  she  said,  ^  can 
have  no  papa,  nor  brother  in  the  expedt-r 
tron  ;  but  if  you  had,  you  need  not  trem*' 
ble  as  my  ttinma  does  for  them,  I  am 
sure ;  for  the  Almighty  will  never  let  them- 
be  killed,  while  you  arc'so  very  good  !'* 

""  Yon  are  a  charming  little  creature, 
and  I  almc^st  adore  you.  Th^re  !"  kissing 
the  child,  *^  God  bless  you!  In  about  a. 

fortnight 
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fortnight  I  will  call  again/*  Then  hasten*^ 
ing  into  the  street,  her  ladydiip  took  a 
hackney-coach,  and  ynth  Mrs,  Tacit,  m* 
rived  at  Park^pkee  jutf  ift  lune  to  ixm 

fbf  dinner. 
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CHAP.  V. 


It  is  universally  aclmowledged,  that  nothing  more  etbulj 
elucidates  the  naturt  of  the  heart,  than  letters  fimiiiiar)/ 
written. 


Another  month  had  passed  awaj',  during  . 
which  the  sister-lovers  often  enjoyed  their 
favourite  amusement,  the  perusal  of  favou- 
rite plays,  and  sometimes  went  to  see  one; 
but  as  her  Ladyship^s  ideas  were  generally 
otherwise  employed,  and  as  she  did  not 
wish  to  exposQ  her  lovely  protegee  more 
frequently  than  was  requisite  to  a  due 
relaxation,  lest  some  gentleman  should 
present  himself  more  engaging  than  the 
'  ^ : ''  '  '  ;  Marquis, 
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M'^vquis,  I  and  check  her  .inclination  ia 
favour  of  :that  enamoured  youth, , which  in 
fact,  there  was.  not  the  smallest  reason  to 
appreliend/sheiidnot  urge  the  frequency 
of:going  abroad,  except  on  little.  Jaynts 
into  the  country,  or  on  visits  to.  the  o\d 
apartments,  in  Brompton,  which  were  still 
retained  as  ^  kind  of  rural  residence;  but 
her  visits  to  the  officer's  despopding  lady 
at  Kensington,  whither  she  was  gerieralLy 
accompanied  by  Fanny,.  t)«gan  to  create  a 
tendency  to  gloominess,  lyhjchwa^  not  a 
little  reinforced  by  the  unfavourable,  re- 
ports daily  teeraLng  from  the  newspapers ; 
so^that  feeling  themselves  daily  becptning 
the  prey  of  melancholy,  and  drea^in^  lest 
the  contagion  should  infest  the  amjable 
Countess,  it  was  resolved  that  Fanny  should 
hint  the  necessity  pf  going  into  Cornwall 
for  a  few  weeks,  in  order  to  see  how  the 
people  at  the  cottage  went  X)n,  and  that 
Lady  Arethusa  should  request  the  Countess 
to  permit  her  to.  accompany  {he,  amiable 
gifi, .  in_  order  ta,jpiyotc(;t,  bp^^  should,  Sir 

'  cU  Bernacdjjae 
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Bemardirte  presume  to  recommence-  hoft- 
tilities.  The  little  manoeovre,  though  at^ 
tended  vrith  some  difficulty,  was  seem 
crowned  with  success ;  but  under  the  ao-^. 
lemn  injunction,  that  eilhcr  one  ^mt  the 
other  should  write  to  town  by  every  ac* 
cond  post  at  furthest ;  -and  Hiat  they  should- 
take  not  oiily  Lady  Arethusa'sfootman  well 
armed,  but  the  second  footman  of  the 
Countess  also;  both  of  which  had  been  in 
the  yeoman  cavalry,  and  had  obtained  some 
ceFebrity  in  pistoUfiring. 

Matters  were  in  thrs  trafn,  and  the 
lovely'  pair,  anxious  to  fly  to  solitude,  had 
frx^d  on  the  ensuing  Wednesday  for  "their 
departure,  when,  on  the  Friday  preceding, 
her  Ladyship  received  the  following  letter: 


'*  MOSt  LOVELY  AKD  ADOBABLE  LAlTV. 

"Bad  Itt'ck  to  me,  if  it  is  not 

come  at  last!  and  I  am  cortpdfed,  whether 

I  will  or  not;  td  drop  updh  my  knees  bc^ 

:      -^  '  •  foFe 


fiore  oii*  df  Ihe  loveliest  of  cripaturcs  ihat 
e ver  ^fafeatified  the  swe^ct  perfume  of .  Ara-^ 
bia !'  Yes>  faith,  aiid  to  teH  ber  that  i  am 
eompk^tety  dui  at  the-Mfymr^nd  inSot'zn 
eDgageinenfto«*morrow.  nigh  tat  the  Unian: 
Upon  ftiy  cOnsdenee,  I  have  piit  niy-hand 
ki  my  ^pioeket  this  inormng  no  /less  rthan 
five  limes?!  -by  imerednstintt.'^td'  !be  lame; 
beeaiusi!  I  itmi  not  in  die  faabie;of  rfoing  Ho^ 
and  ithe  devil  a  g^uiea/  .ot  :a  imorsei:  .qC 
paper  eould  J  toiicb  ^tMjut  tiilioniyi^ 
little  bit  of  a  paltry  aeveBfishtllingpi^ce^ 
and  two  shillings  as  wUtefad  your  ownamsftt 
sldn>  by  the  ever^riMHiou^^  ^patron  jqI!>  my 
country !      >        .  .  *  ,     i 

^'  Won't  your  Xadyabip  ^  reine^nbtr^tr; 
upon*  my  conacieince,  yoit  wUl^  bccw^ 
you  can  never  forget,  tbat  you  eb^rgi^d 
itae,  if  eu'erdame  Fortiuie  and  I  should  come 
to  a  seriolismisunderslaDding,: toilet  ^.q^ 
ladyship  kaow^ofdurquarrel  immediately  ; 
aiid^y04|>  great  Juck  to  your  good  nature  i 
weiald  :€ndeavQur  io  bring  us  >|t)g€tbw 
aguBy  to  JKalittleiSQeiaMe.  .  Of^^fMM 

6  aufe 
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sore  ive  -havcn^  had  many  a -pretty 'Idf 
and  timiblc  together^  since  I  last  bad.tbe 
pleasure  to  aee  you  svaile,  with  .the  prettiest 
pair  of  lips.  Iihat  ever  smiiedupon  a  poor 
unfjortunate  g^ntlemaui  since  yo.ur  devoted 
Pat — blot  the  blockhead  !"and  sure  enougli 
the  pen  was.  drawn  through  the  obtrusive 
monosyllable,  V  since  your  devoted  Colo^ 
nel  knew  the  consoling,  satisfaction  of  a 
pretty  smile  at  all.  But  our  falling  out  last 
night — bad  luck  tome,  if:I  think  she  will 
ever  forget  it,  short  as  her  memory  has  fre- 
quently proved  !  because,  I  m:ist  confer 
tb  '-  your  Ladyship,.  1  .was  ;siJly .enough  to 
make  use  of  very  ugly  words  to.  the  old 
ftidy,  -which,  if  she  didn't  turn  her  deaf  ear 
to  them,  must  have  stuck. in  her  stomach  a 
little,  lam  afraid ;'birt  bow  could  I-r-sblood 
and  thunder !  it  makes  me  mad  when  I 
Ihrnk  of  it  t-^how  could  anybody  have 
done  otherwise  ?  To  have  every  guinea 
coaxed  out  of  my  pocket,  and  put  into 
the  purse  of  the  veriest  boobij  that  ever 
handled -the  book  viith  the  foui*  *acc8  i^;2tj. 
jn»'i  ^  Can 


Can  yotir-' Ls^di^feip'^'WtiJefi'  cill  :th'at  so 
very.  gcKtefel  ?  •^'^' :::  .n-   -/?;..;:.    : 

•  .."^^^N<)%v;  ^'ihe  old  IMi^hiippetis^ioh^ 
very:  4A?/i  'for  rftoHeyf  lif-'PfoVidellGe,  6^ 
Prt>«ictence*s  lovjely  ambabsdd^ss/  wkfch**U 
kettiwstin/you  khbw>'^ouid  tout  tiiinbU 
Xvpdttty-poiiidfe  m  my  way;::t6-be  ^siitetl 
wouldn't  coax  the  aid ^l.tAtcuzortv^liui^ 
corner  of  the  Union  to-morrow,  and  beg 
of  her  to  forgive  'sM'niy  faults,  and  all  my 
Uttl^  passions^  likie  a  true  penitent,  before 
I  pflijr  to  /Ar^wfpr.so.muchiisa  jSve-pound 
nb'te  !  Won't  you  pray  fonme,,my  adora7 
tie,  sweet  Lady  Arethusa  ? .  yes,  faith,  yoii 
wilj,  and  ydw  will  do  a  little  more  too,  •  or 
nQt  a  Jittle  disappoint 
^  \.     » •.    *'  your,  Ladyship's  most  humblea 

ajid  most  devoted  servant, 

P,    DoUBL^yTS* 

••  ThomM's  hotel,  Heridey-squace, 
where  Jl  le^de  always,  when  I  ana  at  home.'* 
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»   ■  •  • 

SO  very  frenteel,  you  know,  to  keep  it ; 
but  by  my  'soul  !  I  can  only  give  yon 
plain,  downright,  honest  thanks  for  tlic 
use  of  it ;  for,  bad  luck  me  if  I  have  not 
bothered  my  brains  about  Somewhat  grani 
to  express  my  feelings  for  your  immensn- 
rable  kindness;  which,  to  Be  snre,  are  not 
fncxpressjble  at  all  at  all,  until  iny  head 
achs,  and  I  am  as  stupid  as  my  peti,  that' 
won't' write  without  guiding.  *  • 

*'  To  be  sure,  my  adorable  lady,  I  am 
not  going  to  BatH 'oh"  Tuesday  in  high 
style,  and  from  thence  in  a  few  days,  I 
won't  take  a  trip  across  thi  c6untiS%  jrt  all 
at  all  !  to  pay  my  promised  visit  to  Sir 
Bcrnardine,  the  left-handed  frierid  of  the 
charming  young  lady,  whom  your  Lady- 
ship has  taken  unier  your  prolection.  Can 
I  ever  forget  ihatf  or  forget  you,  while 
saying  that?  or  my  own  feelings  when  I 
heard  all  about  thatf  Och  !  if  ever  I  do, 
Ttiay  Tie  who  protects  us  all,  and  will  make 
your  adorable  Ladyship,  and  your  beautiful 
protegee^  the  two  happiest  creatures  in  hIP 
^  the 


therwortd,  for^  the'  mosirinimble,  most 
devoted^  >aiid   most   obliged  of   all  your 


scriantsy  K!. 
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The  ladies  were  not  less  pleased  at  tbei 
honesty  and  punctuality  of  the  Colonel,  in 
returning  the  money  the  moment  it  was  in 
his  power,  than  at  his  good  fortune,  and  his 
intention  of  visiting  Hiccory-hall ;  whence 
they  did  not  doubt  but  he  would  call  on 
them  at  the  cottage;  and  they^  of  course, 
would  have  the  satisfaction  of  hailing  an- 
other protector  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  following  day,  the  ladies  began 
to  make  serious  preparatio;is  for  their 
journey  ;  and  on  Wednesday  the  Countess 
conveyed  them  the  first  stage  in  her  car- 
riage; whilst  Mr^.  Tacit  went  in  the  travel- 
ling post-chaise^  accompanied  by  the  two 
servants,  who  were  not  to  take  post-horses 
till  the  lovely  travellers  commenced  their 
•'lAH"!!  journey 
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sternmost  transports,  which  was  conveying 
a  part  of  the  forty-fifth  regiment,  immedi- 
ately made  the  best  of  its  way  to  the  Ad- 
miral's ship,  on  which  a  boat  was  sent  on 
board  also;  and  shortly  after  the  boat  re- 
turned, the  brig  made  sail  to  the  north- 
ward, and  soon  disappeared. 

The  arrival  of  such  vessel,  and  her  imme- 
diate departure,  aflbrded  much  conversa- 
tion on  board  the  different  ships  for  the 
whole  evening.  In  the  Amazon,  the  ship 
which  contained  Captain  Noblevillc,  and 
his  whole  company,  together  with  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  regimental  stores,  the 
.  debates  had  run  to  such  length,  that  it  was 
past  twelve  o'clock  before  the  gentlemen 
thought  of  turning'in;  and  just  as  they 
had  made  up  their  minds  to  retire,  they 
T.crc  prevented  by  an  alarm  from  the 
dedc,  that  one  of  the  transports  astern  was 
on  fire  !  A  signal  frbrti  the  Admiral  was 
very  soon  made,  that  a  boat  from  each  ship 
in    the   rear   division,  transports  and  all, 

sliouKI 
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ihould|)/j/  round  the  vessel  an  fire^.^tq  see 
if  th(?y  could  4Bave  any  of  the  crew^  if  there 
was  Qo  chance  of  saving  the  §hip. 

The  night  was  become  calm^  and  the  sea 
very  smooth.  Captain  Nobleville  fancying 
that  the  blazing  ship,  was  in  the^  station 
where  some  of  the  vessels  containing  more 
of  the  regiment  were  situated  .about  sun- 
;set/  was  anxious  to  make  some  enquiries^ 
so  attended  the  mate  in  the  ship^'s  boat. 
The  sailors  pulled  heartily  towards  the  fire, 
all  hands  being  determined  to  render  every 
assistance  in  their  power.  The  scene  was 
awful  in  the  extreme  !*r-The  blazing  ship 
had  tinged  the  whole  Jiemispher-e.  with,  a 
vivid  red  !— The  sea  between  the  boats 
and  the  vessel  appeared  a  smooth  mass  of 
liquid  fire  ! — The  n^urmurs  of  horror,  and 
of  sympathy,  which  continually  escaped 
both  officers  and  men  in  the  boats,  co^ld 
not  fail  to  wound. the  feelings;  and. the 
.cautions  continually  vociferated  from  se- 
A^eral  of  the  transports  as  they  passed  them, 
po  be  careful  how  they   approached  the 

ship. 
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ship>  as  hj  htr  SitaatiM,  tfiey  were  appn* 
hensiTe  slie  was  hAtn  with  ammoittian,  was 
sufficient  to  have  appaRed  tfie  stouten 
hearts !«— still  the  brave  Britirft  setmen  pro* 
ceeded! 

The  Amazonia  boat  had  alreiidy  passed  ae^ 
Veral  vessels  towing  from  the  burning  ship, 
to  avoid  the  dangerous  effect  of  her  explo* 
sion,  and  had  approached  within  a  mile^ 
when  the  Captain  pointing  his  finger,  told 
the  mate  he  Wds  coiifident  they  had  just 
passed  somebody  floating  on  the  water* 
The  mate  thought  he  perceived  somewhat 
too,  so  ordered  the  men  to  pull  round 
towards  it :  sure  enough  it  was  a  man  hang- 
ing over  M  odr ;  but  his  f^ce  was  so  near 
the  Water,  qb  frequently  to  touch,  and  he 
appeared  motionless :  ne  had  on  a  pair  of 
fine  blue  cotton  trowsers,  and  a  white  cot-? 
ton  waistcoat  with  sleeves,  buttoned  up 
tiose  to  the  neck,  evidently  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  as  little  water  as  possible 
when  swimming. 

Having  tdken  the  peirsDn  into  the  boat, 

and 


2iii^.cateiiilfy  lbiid:^hii»  down;  thoug|r>ap|Kr^ 
];entl}r  iBanimateiu  thej;  imtaiitljr:  fbimdi 
i4vemsd[v4-&(iTi  the  dafric  I^^The  hutmngi^htj^ 
wa&3  gmie^l^^sunk^  :tD  tJtie  bottom  o!"-  thief 
dnead.  aby^'!  Gonisequeillly^  t^oncludijpg* 
th^t- they  were  too  fmrtlistlLHt <tli:>refidi»r^atiy' 
sarvice' tD{  those  tb^ti^  floatinrg^  ami  whocti> 
tbey^covrldinorisee^  iC'^^nei^  thenvr  ftncyc-? 
iog  toa  that  the  body  evijpoed  symptomr 
ofretorning' life,  Capttiii  NGi>ieViIle  ad^i 
visedrthe  mate  tO'  rettirnj  tfaartfaey  Rytgbt^, 
use  their  best  exertions  in  efl^oting  -a  ire*' 
GOVeiy. 

•  With^some  difficulty  they^  regained  theiif"' 
^P';  *  and'  Ca|it^in  Nobl^ille  had  the^er^' 
so»  vriioni   they-  found-  conveyed-,  jto  hfe^ 
Wrth^-  whe»;\v4lh'  tite'  aid  of  ofte»  of  the 
surgQOfir'^  mat\es'^of'the'reg;hwen%;  th^nf  on^ 
ttbatd^  hfe^oon  had  the  satisfactionf  arsee^^ 
ihfg  the  body  snfficienfly  recovered  to  have 
a.  csbrnpo^tyg  drdii^t'  adraimstered,  and^' 
j)»l'in«y'the-bfed; 

The  Gaptftinhadfsttidioitely  avoided-put-" 
tliiif^iiy-qHestToastb'  the  person,  wiw  had- 

*  Vol.  hi.  d  everv 
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CVC17  appearance  of  a  gentlemaoj  resolf* 
ihg  to  do  nothing  that  might  fatigue  Unn 
and  retard  his  progress  lo  recovery ;  bat 
vas  fascinated  when^  -on  moving  to.  quit 
hh^birth,  and  ky  himself  down  on  one  o£ 
the  cabin-lockers^  he  saw  a  small  packH 
on  the  floor>  which^  from  its  soaked  states- 
must  have  dropt  from  the  person  while  he 
was  undressing  him :  taking  it  to  the  cabin 
fire^  that  the  papers  might  be  dried  before 
the  writing  was  more  impaired,  he.  saw  a 
note  drop  from  k^  which  was  addressed  to 
him.  Astonished  at  such  a  circumstance, 
he  actnally  paused  some  minutes,  to  consi- 
der whether  it  would  be  proper  to  peruse  > 
the  paper,  though  addressed  to  '*  Captain* 
Nobleville,"  and  even  unsealed.  Had  it 
been  sealed,  he  certainly  would  not  have* 
opened  it,  until  duly  authorised ;  as  it 
'was,  he  thought  there  could  be  no  great, 
breach  of  decorum,  so  ventured.  Twas; 
strange ! — *Twas  wonderful ! — 'Twas  not 
to  be  believed !  He  perused  the  note 
twice  over  very  deliberately-^Iooked  about; 

him 


him — experienced  the  warmth'  of  the  fire 
even  to  smarting — perused  it  again-^de- 
voutly  kissed  it;  and>  folding  it  up^  placed 
it  to  dry  in  his  bosom ;  then  taking  a  glass 
of  grog,  he  wrapped  himself  up  in  a  dry 
boat-cloak— threw  himself  dowB  on  one  of 
the  lockers — dreamt  of  seeing  Heaven^, 
•and  of  clasping  angels. 
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Tt  is  truly  astoDiabing^  that  men  who  cannot  be  ignofaDt  of 
the  dreadful  accidents  which  have  often  occurred  through  incoai- 
cation,  will  still  inconsiderately  yield  to  the  baleful  propensity, 
and  subject  tbcmseWes  to  the  same  disgusting  and  dangerous 
predicaraotu. 


Breakfast  being  nearly  ready,  the  master 
of  the  transport  awoke  Captain  Nobleville, 
asking  ^im  if  he  should  awake  the  persoii^ 
sleeping  in  his  birth? 

"  Not  for  the  world  !"  cried  the  Captain, 

starting  from  the  locker ;  "  I  will  go  to 

him  i/iyself. — Do  you  know.  Captain  Fra- 

ser,   that  we  shall   have   the  Marquis  of 

:   1    3  .  -,  Lornly 


libWity  %  B!^ikfa»l  with  ii^:?     AnH  if  I  ant 
fe'tft  'taJftaten,    lie  %  ^   counfryman    of 

youths/' 

(hp&tih  Nbbfevlfffe  hacT  said  enough, 
ThcniiJgh  ft  wis  nol  fetean-Iihen  day, '  the 
tJSfptain  tyf^hc^rhfaion  shave* and  shifted 
Ittrtscif  dittectfy,  aiid  *scrcm  a|)petired  suffici- 
^y  £b^8sed  to  fake  breaii^t  with  an 
Aaihiral* 

Ih  about  i  ^tiaifer  of  a*  hour.  Captain 
4fIcJblfevilte,  hav?ftg.rfe(?.cfiVed  the  most  satis- 
feetory  iftftftigiSftc'fe  fto*f^  the  Marquis,  and 
^afch  ha^ng  pledg^ed  tinalterable  friendship 
'HO  tbfe  <kher,  had  th6  4i6nour  to  introduce 
the  youtig  liobreftian  to  (Several  of  his 
iji^th^t-  bfS(5ers,  and  to  Captain  Fraser,  wh6 
^»  not  a:  thtle  prottd'of  sftrch  a  girest: 
in  f*:i^  thoagfc  <ynly  trimmer  of  a  transport, 
ttoe  CaiHampds^essed  an  'excellent  heart,  a 
^olefabte  share  of  undenstihding,  and  much 
ttaUti^al  kh<:>\Vl^gfc. 

It  tr*  evident  to  al!  the  cotnpany^  that 
the  MiiSquiS  laboured  ^tider  conisiderablft 
l&ssitu(fe^-  yet  refreshed  k  little  by  his 
•    '  1  D  3  breakfast^ 


54  LUCKY   ESCAPES. 

breakfast^  he  would  not  delay  satisfying 
their  curiosity.  He  accordingly  informed 
them,  that  he  pursued  the  expedition,  in 
order  to  join  his  regiment  before  t^eir 
destination  was  attained,  in  the  Bull-dog 
gun-brig  from  Plymouth:  that  having 
been  put  on  board  the  Charming  MoHy 
transport  on  the  preceding  evening,  that 
ship  having  some  of  his  regiment  on  boards 
the  company  had  retired  to  rest  but  little 
jnore  than  half  an  hour,  when  a  dreadful 
ijell  from  the  steerage;  crying-^ — "  Oh  Jesus! 
the  drunken  Serjeant's  candle  has  set' the 
bulk-head  on  fire  !"  roused  the  whole  ship's 
company  from  their  first  sleep ;  and  run- 
jiing  upon  deck,  they  saw  the  flame  ap- 
pearing through  the  hatchway ;  that  hav- 
ing  little  time  for  deliberation,  whilst  the 
boats  were  hoisling  out,  he  folded  up  a  few 
of  his  most  interesting  papers,  with  his 
commission  ;  put  the  little  packet  within 
his  waistcoat ;  pulled  off  his  coat,  and 
threw  himself  into  the  boat  nearest  to  him  ; 

that  their  ship  being  the  sternmost  trans- 
port 
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port  in  the  fleet,  the  seamen  piilled  for  the 
Vessel  nearest  to  them ;  but  the  boat  being 
very  tniich  thronged,  as  well  aslaijen  to  he^ 
gunwale,  on  some  of  the  ppople 'moving 
suddenly,  it  filled  with  water,. and  sunk 
directly!  that  being  an  excellent  swimmer,' 
he  threw  himself  as  for  from  the  sinking 
boat  as  possible,  lest  any  one  shottl^'tatch: 
fioPd  of  him,  and  both  consequently  pe- 
rish ;  nor  had  he  the  least  fear  of  reaching 
the  vessel  which  they  were  previously  row- 
ing to;  but  after  having  swam  about  a 
quarter  of  a-  mile^  his  breast  struck  against^ 
somewhat,  with  such  violence  as  to 'render 
him  insensible;  and  he  did  not  recover  his 
recollection  until  brought,  on  board  the- 
Amazon.  He  then  repeated  his  acknow* 
ledgments  taCaptaln  NoWeville,  for  having 
preserved  his  life,  and  iso  tenderly  treated 
him,  though  an  utter  strariger ;  and  assured- 
Captain  Fraser,  that  if  he  could  accommo- 
date him  on  board  of  his  ship  till  the  army 
arrived  at  its  destination,  he  would  amply 
recompelise  him,  and  should  dqem  himself 
-  D  4  peculiarly 
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peculktrJy  bapiiy — ''  As  it  has.keen.tlie£9t 
yrish  of  my  heart/'. tumitig  to  Captain  Hq^. 
ilevilie^  "-situce  I  left  £Q{^landj,iio  enjoy  the 
satisractioB  .ha^  of  ^saiiiog  .wd  fighting  ia 
pompsmy  with  &he  hrother  «of  .a  lady  on 
ivhom  I  have  -fixed  my.  £ate^  and  ^without 
vhomjl  plainly  feel,  happiness  will  ever  be 
I;  stranger,  to  me." 

.  As  nothing  was  saved  from  the  sbip^  Hie 
Marquis  fost  bis  wardrobej  of  course^^-* 
However,  through  the  aid  of  Frederick; 
and  a  couple,  of  regimental  tailors,  he  was 
enabled  to  accompany  his  frjend  on. the 
following  morning  to  the  vessel  contain- 
i;ig  the  Xie$itenant-i:olonel  of  the.regi- 
asentji  aiui  duly  introduced  to  his  com-- 
SMTiding  officer,  who  s^orl  took  the  little 
party  on  board  of  tbe  .Admiral's  4hip,  and 
announced  the  yoixng  soldier  to  the  Com- 
qiander  in  chief,  as  4he  Marquis  of  Lornly ; 
and  Captain  Nobjeviije  jjot  only  as  the 
Captain  of  the  coippany  in  which  hia 
Lordship  was  to  rank  as  Ensign,  but  as  his 
immediate  preserver  and  friend,  to  whose. 

kind 
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Idihd  attetition  he  was  particularly  recom- 
mended  by  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont. 

'*  Hi  !  ha  '."exclaimed  the  General,  who 
Was  well  sieqiialnted  witti  thi  family,  ''Lady 
Arethim   Beliiciont!      Monstrous!      Whv,, 
her  Ladyship's  ambition,  I  see,  is  equal  to 
the  rest  of  her   conduct! — She  has  long 
monopolised  the  admiratio»  of  all  the  men^ 
in  London  !— Now,  it  seems>  she  is  extend- 
ing her  influence  to  the  army  !  and  next 
we  shail  hear  of  her  despotic  sway  in  the 
navy,   L  presumfe.     WeW,  rty  Lord   Mar- 
quis, your  Ixjrdship,  the  Colonel,  and  your 
worthy  friend,  will  do  ttie  the  honour  to^ 
take  your  mutton  with  me ;  atid-if  wie  can 
find  no  other  way  to  check  thU  lady's  tow-^ 
ering  influence,  why,  we  will  endeavour  to  i 
drown  her  in  bumpcfs  of  Madeira." 

It  waS  rather  fortuiiate  for  Lady  Are-^ 
thusa,  that  the  Comthahder  iii.  chief  did 
not  stand  in  iminfcdiate  ne^d  of  a  champion . 
to  encounter  a  legion  of  dragons,   or  to> 
jjluiige  ifito  a  deri  of  Ifohs,  or  i?  is  a  mil- 

i>5  liouj 
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lion  to  one  but  she  had  lost  her  soldier; 
for,  so  much  was  he  delighted  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  compliment  paid  to  her 
JLady ship's  amiability  of  soul,  that  his  soul 
was  ready  to  escape  at  his  eyes,  in  grateful 
acknowledgment. 

If  we  judge  of  enjoyment  by  the  appa- 
rent deetness  of  time  whilst  enjoying,  our 
young  brother-oflicers  must  have  spent  the 
day  most  delectably,  as  Jwurs  had  appeared 
but  minutes  to  them.  From  that  day,  the 
Commander  in  chief  became  their  military 
iilol ;  and  we  are  happy  to  say,  most  de- 
servedly so.  He  was  their  favourite  theme, 
on  all  the  visits  they  made  through  the 
fleet :  nor  were  the  frequent  reports  of 
their  commendations  made  to  him  by 
those  spies  in  epaulets,  which  e\  cry  Com- 
mander in  chief  deems  it  indispensibly 
necessary   to  retain  about  them,  by    any 

« 

means  unpleasing  to  him ;  as  he  had  pe- 
culiar reasons  for  wishing  to  stand  well 
with*  Lord  Bolton;    and  well  knew  that 

his 
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his  Lordship  was  exceedingly  partial  to* 
the  Marquis^  consequently  would  not  fail 
to  pay  some  degree  of  credit  to  the  youiQg; 
man's  favourable  re^esentations. 


•i 
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Howfiequeiitlj,  within  the  last  twenty  jrais,  have  we 
the  old  sa^rical  distich  exemplified^  im  taoie  fiOTeroxttents  tbio 
one!— 

*'  llie  Riiig  of  France,  with  finfy  thousand  men, 
Mareh*H  up  the  hill,  and  then  marcb'd  down  again  !*'    ' 


An''ER  a  pleasant^  though  tedious  voyage, 
the  expedition,  at  the  end  of  nine  weeks, 
arrived  safe  at  the  place  of  its  destination, 
fo  the  great  joy  of  the  troops,  and  still 
greater  of  those  of  our  ally,  who  had 
been  severely  pressed  by  the  enemy's  army, 
treble  in  point  of  numbers^  and  flushed 
with  recenC  conquests. 

On 


On  lli«  following  morning,  the  disem- 
barkation commenced^  which  WaB  com-^ 
pleted  in  two  days.  On  the  fifth  day  after 
Aeir  arrival,  the  whole  army  was  reviewed 
by  our  grand  ally,  who,  after  pjiying  it 
many  well-merited  complimente,  told  the 
brave  fellows  to  anticipate  the  honour  of  a 
decisive  engagement,  in  the  eourse  af  liver 
following  week. 

-   As  the  enemy  was  still  nearly  double^ii*^ 
number    it  was  naturally  expected   tha* 
tfiere  would   br  warm  work;  therefore, 
itoany  of  the  officers  wrote  gwcfi  liettei^^  an<P 
made  such*  Httle  arrangements,    as-were 
deemed  necessary.     Among  the"  rest,  ovtt 
two  young   friend's    «nd*   brother-officers 
ware  nor  remiss.    Captain  Nobleville  wrote 
bis  sister  in  the  fohdest  manner,  and  through^ 
hef^' addressed  Lady  Arethusa;,  in  a  strain 
eqilally    warm>    patrfottc,    andr    patheficj. 
Tbe  Marqluit  having  reqtiestiMAe  Ca][>t^i|k 
ikv  make  bU  heartfai  and  sintere  reapitcts 
to  his  dmn$  sfeter,.  edntented  bimSsetf  with, 
writing  to  LoiU  Beltoh  ottly .;  .recoinmend* 
.   '.      ^..  •  •  ing 
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iK  bocb  hroiker  and  shier,  not  only  to  his 
LDrd&hip's  protection  and  patronage^  but, 
IB  C3se  acr  accident  should  happen  to  him, 
he    ferrent]!-  ratreated   his    Lordship  to 
ZEi^e  then  as  scbsranti^d  a  present  from 
tbe   proc::ce  of  bis  estate^  as  he  could 
Ir^Iy  jpprojMiate  to  that  purpose — ^when, 
lo !'  about  the   middle   of  the   important. 
week,  the  Conimznder  in  chief  was  officially. 
iaformed,  that  in  consequence  of  the  Bri- 
tish force  having  been  some  time  despaired- 
of.  the  august  ally  had  been  compelled  to 
make  a  separate  peace»  and  could  guarantee, 
the  British  troops  from  the  attack  of  the. 
enerr.T  for  nine  days  only. 

Enraged    at    their    disappointment  of 
i4  quiring  a  harvest  of  laurels,  and  shrink- 
in;  ^'itfa  anticipation  of  the  laughs  which 
they  should  experience   on   their  return 
home,  both  officers  and  men  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  request  to  be  led* against  the  enemy 
by  themselves,  great  as  was  the  disparity  of 
Bumbers  !  nearly  ten  to  one  ! 
The  General  replied — ''I  thank    you> 

gentlemen. 
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gentlemen^  all>  for  your  galiant  offer^  and 
should  not  be  apprehensive  af  giving .  a 
good  account  of  a  part  of  the  enemy's 
array;  but  my  authority  does  not  extend  so 
far;  I  can  only  act  in  conjunction  with 
our  recent  ally ;  and,  much  as  the  cii^» 
cumstance  chagrins  me,- having  no  option, 
must  return/' 

.  The  army  was  accordingly  re-embarked 
at  its  leisure;  and.  at  the  expiration  of 
three  weeks^  the  famous  expedition,  from 
which  such  wonders  were  anticipated,  set 
sail  on  its^  return ;  not  only  exceedingly 
hurt  at  its  dreadful  disappointment,  but 
extremely  shocked  at  the;  degraded  state  to 
which  our  ally  was  reduced,,  by  such  an 
army  being  delayed  till  it  could  rendpr  no 
essential  service ;  and  ^t  length  dispatched 
when  its  presence  could  only  tend  to  inr 
cense  the  enemy. 

The  murmurs  \yhich  issued  from  every. 
table  through  the  fleet;  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  after  quitting  the  coast  of  our  alii/, 
would  have  yielded  more  terror  than  enter- 

tainment 


hiinment  to  indiflerent  persooA;  as  the 
general  toast  after  the  Kii^g,  dnd  ftoyal 
Family,  was,  ''  Axes  sharpened,  and  blotki 
prepared!"  The  conrersation  -was  of  a 
similar  tendency  in  all  the  parties ;  its  irony 
Vas  very  keen,  though  not  very  delicate. 

On  the  sixth  day  after  sailing,  when  the 
anger  of  the  troops  seemed  to  have  attained 
its  ac7ne,  when  even  drummers  and  Jiferi 
arraigned  ministers  at  the  bars  of  their 
political  tribunals.,  and  made  as  little  cere^ 
inony  of  flogging  thetn  in  efpgffi  as  some 
of  those  would  have  made  of  floggings 
them,  and  their  whole  generation — in 
realiti/,  the  party  in  the  cabin  of  the  Ama- 
zon sat  down  to  dinner^  charged  with 
rather  more  than  their  usual  allowance  of 
acrimony.  Ond  could  have  cur  up  such  a 
minister,  as  eaanly  as  he  cut  up  the  fowl  on 
his  plate!  AYiother,  grunting  a  little  at 
the  requisite  effort,  swore  he  could  have 
eut  off  the  head  of  sotnebodi/,  easier  by 
half,  and  with  more  satisfaction  too,  than 
he  had  hit  the  joi^t  of  the  neck  of  mut- 
■  ton  ?  • 


ton  i '  A.m>fUer,  wKb  imi  Jimn  soirc  ?iimf 
on  ti^vMoiaiiednsisrti^ 
thetmstilp  Stem  ^  cetMn  yersdh,,  with. -for 
mone '  pleunu-e  than  ^  knt  U\t  w^  9wxig 
tbe-wifiig  $of  theiZucAr  /r^Afti  anelhm*  couli 
hxft  -dooe  strange  things^  whHst  UtBpitfg  ^ 
•lice  £r0m  A  faofge  |)tumb-}pud4it^  f  >  ^ 
!  Afler  the ;  usaal  t^asls^  »KiDg^  Qiieea^ 
Priate^j  PriAcesaes^  a^es^  4>lock6^  &c  .&€^ 
tiie 'conversa'tioa  bec^'dvesomew'bit;  •divert 
sfied.  Tbe  master^f  t^e  transport  thcniglit 
SKAdb  praise  was  4ue  SjOtmiSTi^fi:^;  in  ^equip^ 
piftg^at  such  m  expedrtrot)>  fti  Kt4)e  more 
than-  half  the  time  ihsK  vas  occupied  iii 
fitting  oirt  the  jgreOt-^SpdriMi  Urmaddi 
that  undelrtakings  df  smih  fkind  were  of 
infinite  conseqnence  to  the  hveirdaMtile 
VorU;  mid  the  slower  the  progress,  thl^ 
betierfortlie  jnerdmnta,  owners  tmastafa; 
mates,  Jmd  men. 

'-  An  officer  of  the  ctnnmissariatjTrom  a«^ 
lllttle  spot  &r  iM'^st  of  Dtiblio^  excfaimed'^ 

Wjiat  signifiea  s^tuffing^  ^our  liearts  ivijub^ 

pepper 
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pepper  and  salt^  like  tlie  inside  of  a  diick  ? 
To  be  sure,  if  we  havenft  been  quite  so 
^uick  as  a  high-mettle-racer,  we  have  told 
the  enerayVby  leaving  him  in  such  a  hurry, 
that  w^  dare  to  look  him-  in  the  fi^ce;  yes; 
i^ith,  and  beat  him  too  at  any  time,  wb^n-* 
ever  our  allies  can  hold  out  long  enough 
tb  give  us  an  opportunity ;  and  now  that 
we  are  all  got  to  man's  estate,  and  don't 
i?JFq4iire  to  grow  older  for  service,  as  some 
oLus  did  when  the  expedition  was  set  oa 
foot,  won't  all  ihe  world  believe,  especially 
if  we  keep  the  transports  in  pay— what  do 
you  think  of  that.  Captain  Fraser  ? — won't 
kli  the  world,  I  say,  think  that  we  can  be 
ready  again  in  half  the  time?" 
•  *^  Only  let  me  get  safe  on  shore,'*  said- the 
Marquis,  ^'  and  if  I  don't  rally  a  certain  JLord 
till  he  blushes  again,  may  I  be  deprived  oS 
the  bliss  of  a  smile  from  a  certain  lady!:' 

Captain. Nobleville  was  going  to  folfow 
his  friend  in  a  similar  strain ;  but  observing 
that  Lieutetiant  Lynch^an  old  veteran  from 
the  ranks  of  the  v^^jsktnt,  and  his  old  in** 

'*  ,  /  .  structor 


it. 
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striictor  and  favourite,  was  going  to  speak; 
he  checked  himself,  and  beggied  the  old 
soldier  to  proceed.  . 

^'I  was  going  to  ask;*'  said  \he  veteran; 
how  are  we  to  account  for' that  strange 
propensity  in  mankmd,  td  censure  merely 
on  feiirihisie  ?  it  is  certainly  contrary  both 
to  law  and  religion  !  for  in  .the  first' we  are 
told  to  hear  both  parties  before  we  decide, 
and  by  the  otherwe  are  commanded  todb  as 
we  would  be  unto ;  and  where  is  the  man 
would  wish  to  be  so  judged  as  we  have  been 
judging  ?  It  is  very  easy  to  rail  about  si^ 
crificing  a  good  and  faithful  ally;  aftd 
very  natural  to  feel  the  glow  of  resentment 
when  we  know  such  to  be  the  case.  I 
myself,  gentlemen^  havenota  doubt  of  the 
goodness,  of  the  power  we  have^o  recerftly 
been  compelled  to  leave;  but  as  tQ  the 
fbithfulness  of  the  concern,  that  raav  He 
worth  enquiring  into;  Kings  and  Princes 
kre  not  exempted  from^  the  frailties  of  kii*^ 
man  nature,  anymore  than  ourselves;  like  u« 
too,  they  possess  their  ^Uic  feelings,  and 
;  ,»i  their 
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their  pnivnte  ^pantonk.  I  ^ave  *0f  hit 
lymrs  hestrd  of  finliny,  \^ho  fikve  "dot  'onrly 
indulged  those  passions  de  far^  as4o  iHeiv^ 
fice  e^^ery  idea  of  the  proaperity  of  their 
peopIe>  to  ^he  Ipalfry,  aelfish  nnpuheB  of 
ihe  moment^  but  ^hsive  ^mced  thiemselves 
M  despicably  tenacious  df  Withholding 
miiiiary  iitat  'from  otHers^  tblat  they  hkve 
ciiininaHy  looked  Ksn,  and  beheld  a  t^oHd 
enslaved  4  imd  when  coTifid^Dt  thM  they 
could  i^enderiio  fiihgfe  imtnediate  good  to 
an  ^efithfalled  Unil^erse;  have  frdftltidj 
rushed  into  the  field  tbemseNes,  crgai'nst 
fen  over|K)werihg  tyrant  of  treble  their 
trtrength,  tA  if  tfcsolved  to  convftifce  the 
Vorhlthat  they  were  not  tess  mad  than 
wl^tmarff!  Aiay  irot  symptoms  of  thiat 
iitoture  have. occurred  in  the  country  we 
Jrtve  jfist  left  f  Do  we  tick  all  kno^w,  gen* 
4lemea;  that  a  power  solely  «elf4nterested> 
^aH'be.the  friend  of  none  ?  And  although 
it  might  ^inoi^  with 'dur  feelings  to  aid 
<my  sts^tc  against  the  common  enetny^  are 
toiM  to  be  cbndctoined  for  not  possessing 
•  aa 
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an  attribute  peculiar  to,  theiV  JWlSJter-—the^ 
gift  of  prescience  f    Were  thiey  t©^  be-  as-' 
is^red  that  a   Pi*ince  who    had  reirdet^ 
himself,  fiir/  fromv  friendly^,  wpiild  suddenly • 
l^urst  into  a  parexysm  oC  enthusiasm >at  &u^h> 
an  instant;  and.attack  a  powertwith-vp^iidv 
il  had^sq .recently  been  playitigi  at  shuttl0^ 
<:0ck?    iWid)  sivould' you^  geutleaieciy  har^^ 
had  2^1Ithose:  traBsportsiengagedj  Viot  iiatl^> 
mianiuedi  kept  in^paytatrthe-^iapenGe  oft  thai 
nation,  all;  thesestorestplaoedinaiperifib^' 
ipgjfiCDte^  all{o^  1MI  confiiied^  ]tii.£fr/^  not> 
^Q  mosticomibrtmlde^oii  b't^th)^  though* 
rendferedlasccDOYeninntiQi  possible  by  thcM 
UUidc  attemioaf  of v  Qaptailt^  Braser,  aoidialU 
tbiamexeiyt  isi  ftcyw^ofy iunt  oppofteniiyir  M# 
s^met '  timei;  ocourriug ,  to^rndtoi  ani  imp(w*> 
t^al  sfuvioe/  a^n^l  lio^fesi^Q&th^  vmit^* 
vivsof     Had  weiTeoeiiied)  offiiMal^tice<^ 
suchf  JLDtesitio^  ianid^a^ri^^i^'M^fttJtMm  fo^ 
yifikbour  aid^  theiv-  'btd^  'aij^fefydiiiess'-^arp^^ 
peared  K)n  iQur^mt^t^W^M-not  hai^4yem-^ 
tated  to  join  in  censuring  the  men,  breau9e4^ 
. ;.       .  should^ 


to  tUe&Y    ESCAPSS. 

should  have  been  justified  in  feeling  in-' 
censed  at  their  measures." 

A  speech  delivered  With  such   honest, 
artless  bluntness^  by  an  old  veteran  sol* 
dier«  '  often   looked   up   to    for    military 
instruction  by  those  around  bini^  had  it 
contained   nothing  very   material^    could 
not     have    failed    being    received     with 
respect;    that    from    Lieutenant    Lynch 
made  a  peculiar  impression  on  his  audi- 
tors; and  so  thoroughly  convinced  them 
of  having  judged  not  only  prematurely, 
but   impoliticly,  that  the  usual  harmonyt 
of  the  table  was  quickly  restored.     Ana—' 
themas  on  ministers  gave  place  to  social. 
song8>    and    friendly    conversation;    and' 
the  iixes    and    Hooks,,  if    not  absolutely;, 
thrown    aside,    were    suspended    by   aU>: 
i|ati{  they  should   hear  the  decision   of 
a  certdiki  .assernily,yi\kic\i  they  well  kneW* 
would  never  suffer  an  occurrence  of  such 
a  nature  to  elude  the  vsgilaoce  of  itsanim^ 

adven^^Q*  ,      ' 

:  '  CHAP. 
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CHAP.   IX. 


ilow  naturally  is  the  attention  of  travellers  attracted  by  the 
"Sight  of  a  concourse  of  people !  And  how  readily  will  the  heart 
of  a  sympathising  female,  yield  a  tear  of  ^ity  to  the  sorrows  of 
a'stranger! 

Nothings  jn^terial  occurred  to  our  lovel]^^ 
sister- travellersMior  did  any  thing  attract, 
their  |>eculiar  attei^tion>  until  they  came  to..; 

a  little  village  abo^t  two  miles  from  th^^ 

• 

cottage  B^ar  the  jcliff^.  which  village  con^^ 
tained.the  cbtirch:  of  :the  parish  .whereia. 
stood  Hiccpi*y4iallf  On  entering  that  vil^^ . 
lage;,  th^ir  ^urto^ty  was  forcibly  roused  hy « 
atl .  unvi^ual  a^pcQWse  of  people^   for  so 

remote 
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remote  a  place^  assembled  in  the  church- 
yard. Lady  Arethusa,  in  particular^  felt  so 
very  desirous  of  knowing  the  cause  of  it, 
that  she  actually- ordered,  the  post-boys  to 
stop  ;  and  observing  a  gentleman  in  black 
coming  towards  the  can'iage,  she  beckoned 
him,  and  he  instantly  came  up  to  the 
door. 

"  I  beg  pardon  for  being  so  troublesome 
to  you.  Sir,**  said  her  Ladyship,  '^  but  see- 
ing such  a  concourse  of  peopit  in  so 
recluse  a  place,  I  could  not  refrain  from 
wishing  to  be  acquainted  with  the  cause  of 
it. — Can  you  inform  me?" 

*'  1  have  just  committed  to  our  mother- 
tarih,  M&tfartf;  thte  body''  oPa'  reputdblc^ 
firmer'  of*  tWs*  parish;  wSo  *  resided*  abeiit  • 
a-mili^  from'  hence,  near  the  HiH^af  our- 
gteat'  B^omet'.  Thie  poor  nvan-  was  much^- 
Ifelbved  by  the- whole  pdrish?  ind^ied>  T> 
nHght-lftive'saidi  by*  the>  adjoining  parish^s^ 
also;  for  he  ^vas'ali-  excellent  husband,-  a- 
tckidfer  parelrt;  a*  firm**  flScndjf  an*-  Hon«t; ' 
qtiiet  YieigMptetnt,  -afntf-^rgocM*  ImHt^•  ^^i*- 

being 


1t)eing  Sabbath-day,  they  have  paid  hiin 
this  tribute  of  respect.  He  never  looked 
up^  Madam,  after  the  loss  of  a  favourite 
danghtef,  who  left  him  precipitately,  an4 
died  before  her  brother  could  recover  ,the 
treasure  to  his  disconsolate  father.  I  must 
confess,  it  was  shrewdly  suspected  that  a 
certain  great  man,  residing  not  a  hundred 
miles  off,  was  the  principal  cause  qf  the 
poor  young  creature  quitting  her  home^ 
in  order  to  elude  the  disgrace  of  a  parti* 
cular  disGoverv." 

''  My  God  !"  exclaimed  Miss  Nobleville, 
'^  it  must  have  been  the  pnrent  of  poor 
Sally  Woodman!"  And  a  pearly  tear 
trickled  down  her  lovely  cheek, 

"  You  are  perfectly  right.  Madam/*  §ai4 
the  clergyman^  who  was  curate  df  the 
parish^  and  then  performed  constant  duty 
at  that  church,  as  well  as  in  •the  adjoining' 
parish,  the  rector  haying  recently  gone  to 
Bath.  'Vlt  waa  honest  Farmer  Woodman, 
ifideed !  The  additional  blow  which  he 
received,  by  having  his  darling  son  sud^ 

iot.  Ill,  s  denly 
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flenly  torn  from  him  in  a  very  myitexknt' 
manner,  no  one  positively  knowing  how 
•or  which  way  '.—though  here  too,  sii&pi^ 
cion  strongly  attaches  to  the  same'.per« 
nonage,  as  a  press-gang  was  seen  to  land 
on  a  part  of  his  domaiin,  and  not  far  from 
his  house." 

''  Oh,  the  poor  youth  1 — The  ver}-  same! 
You  remember  the  affecting  narrative  of 
the  person  in  the  coppice,  my  Lady?" 
And  another  pearly  drop  trickled  down  the 
self-same  cheek. 

''  God  bless  me !  Now  I  recollect. 
Miss  Nobleville,  I  presume,  I  have  the  ho- 
hourtosee?'* 

Faliny  nodded  assent ;  being  all  atten-^ 
tion. 

^'  I  am  happy  that  you  are  returned  safe, 
Madam ;  and  happier  still  to  see  you  under 
such  formidable  protection !  For,  if  possi* 
ble,  the  Baronet  is  become  a  greater  savage 
than  evex ;  and  has  recently  been  heard  to 
curse  both  Cottage  and  you  many  a  time. 
Even  what  I  have  now  said,  should  it  ever 

come 
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eo'me  lo  his  knowledge,  might  Endanger 
not  only  my  own  life,  but  those  of  my 
family  ; .  for  there-  is  no  kiiowing  where 
vengeance  so  implacable  will  stop,  nor> 
from  its  extreme  caution,  how  to  guard 
against  it;  though,  in  consequeace  of 
strange  apprehensions,  and  various  idle' 
reports,  on  your  sudden  disappearance 
from  the  Cottage,  the  people  venture  to 
speak  much  more  freely,  than  ever  they 
dared  to  d6  before.  But  let  what  will 
threaten,  Madartn,  you  may  command  my 
services  at  a  motanent's  notice.  I  am  the 
servant  of  my  Ci^atpr ;  and  it  is  my  duty 
to  protect  the  most  excellent  of  his 
works/'  '^ 

Lady  Arethusa  thanked  the  reverend 
gentleman,  as  well  for  hrs  Compliment  a^ 
for  his  kind  offer,  but  still  more  for  his 
interesting  information  ;  and  assuring  him 
lihat  they  would  attend  the  service  of  his 
church  on  the  following  Sunday,  begged 
that  he  would  do  them  the  favour  to  re- 

E  2  turn 
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turn  with  them  to  the  Coftag^^  for  tW 

remainder  of  the  day. 

Tke  ladies  then  took  their  leave  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  the  clergymin*  and  were  adon 
received  w  ith  tears  of  joy  by  Rebecca ; 
and  with  open  arms  by  the  worthy  Doctor 
Sibthorpe,  who  had  only  that  morning 
recetred  Miss  Noblerille's  letter,  which 
had  evidently  been  opened,  and  ought  to 
have  been  received  by  the  prior  post,  two 
days  before.  However,  as  Rebecca  had 
lived  but  in  the  hope  of  ber  dear  yoong 
lady's  speedy  return,  andr»cver  kept  th^ 
house  in  exact  order,  as  if  the  next  was  to' 
be  the  happy  day,  no  further  preparations* 
were  necessary,  than  merely  to  light  fires; 
which  was  soon  done-^to  kill  a  couple  of 
Jine  fowls — cut  a  nice  piece  out  of  the  gam* 
mon  of  bacon— bake  a  large  apple-pye^ 
and  tap  the  bairrel  of  ale. 

Robert,  indeed,  was  for  killing  one  of 
^  fine  south-down  wethers,  and  adding  a 
shoulder  of  that  to  the  biU  of  &re,  as  he 

thought 


thought  the  servants  might  be  pretty  sharps 
set  after  their  long  ride. 

''  No,  no,  I   tell   you,"  said  Rebecca^ 
''  the  mutton  won't  have  time  to  cool,  and 
will  be  as   tough  as  whit-kather.     There 
v^ill  be  plenty  of  two  si^ch  fine  fowls  eome 
out  of  the  parlour,  and  of  apple-pye  too, 
I  am  sure;  and  I  won't  stint  our  table 
with  bacon  and   greens;  besides,   if  that 
won't  do,    we  can    fry   some   eggs,  you 
know.    You  may  let  the  butthet  liill  the 
dieep  to-night,  and  welcome,  and  kee|) 
half   of   it  for  the  familyV  lise;'  for  t 
suppose    the   Londonti^a  will   expect  liot 
Md  hQi  every  day,    Cold  roiisl  \  beel;  wl tfi 
a  good  siiliad^  «nd  k  ilot  p^diia|^,  or  ^ye^ 
won't  go  down   t)ow^  I  suppose ;  so  we 
aust  have  the  sfteep  kitted ;  and  you  muSit 
look  ovit  for  the  Jishermm  into  the  bar^ 
gain.     Ladies  of  tqaality^  you  bmw,  Ro^ 
bert,  must  live  like  ladies  of  <ittality>  in 
country,  as  well  as  town^  or  we  shaH  g€[t 
a  bad   character,    and  that  won't  please 
JliCiss  £*ajmy,  I  am  sure." 

JsS  CHAP, 
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CHAP.  X. 


What  a  tricing  chance  has  a  mere  dabbler  in  nefarious  piao 
ticesy  when  entering  the  H$is  of  artifice  and  delusive  negdcia« 
tion,  vith  a  complete^  consnmmatey  and  systematic  villain)    . 

The  Countess  of  Belmont's  second  coach* 
man  arriving  with  his  horses,  and  those  of 
the  two  servants,  all  safe  and  in  good  or- 
'ider,  on  the  Sunday  evening,  the  ladies 
went  in  the  carriage  on  the  morrow,  to 
xline  with  the  Doctor  and  his  family. 

As  they  were  passing  the  post-house. 
Lady  Arethusa  ordered  the  coachman  to 
stop ;  and  calling  for  the  post-master,  who 
was  also  the  linen-draper  of  the  village* 

she 
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she  told  Bim  of  the  delay  of  their  letter 
from  Salisbury,  whence  Miss  Nobleville 
had  written,  and  also  of  the  absolute  mis«p- 
carriage  of  others,  both  to  and  from  he? 
lovely  friend.  ''  I  will  not  presume  tq 
say  where  the  fault  li^s,  though  I  may  be 
allowed  to  entertain . my  suspicions,"  ob- 
served her  Ladyship;  *'  but  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  assure  you.  Sir,  that  should  a 
similar  occurrence  take  place,  either  with 
my  letters,  or  my  friend's,  I  will  make  a 
formal  complaint  to  my  cousin,  the  postr 
master-general,  and  request  his  Lordship  to 
iavestigate  the  matter;  As  we  may  make 
some  stay  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  though^ 
it  best  to  be  thus  particular  at  our  first  in- 
terview: the  next  time  we  call.  Sir,  will 
be  in  the  way  of  business ;  so,  good  morn^ 
ing  to  you  ! — Go  on,  William."  And 
William  proceeded  to  the  Doctor's. 

Doctor  Sibthorpe,  who  had  already  en- 
titled the  ladies—-''  The  sister  heroines," 
for  daring  to  take  up  their  residence  so 
near  the  den  of  the  lian !  was,  at  the  door, 

B  4  the- 
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the  momeBt  he  heard  the  approMb  of  tirii 
terriage^  and  receiTed  his  lovely  frknA 
with  a  smile  so  truly  paternal,  that  they 
iKich  ^zed  a*  hand^  aifecfionately  prened 
^^y  and  were  by  hitn  introduced  to  hts  wife 
and  daughters^  with  whom  our  ladieB  wercf 
mightily  pleased ;  and  not  a  little  delighted 
at  having  dropt  among  such  agreeable 
neighbours 

A  carriage  so  elegantly  formed,  and 
bearing  a  coronet  on  its  pannds,  with  twd 
Mt-riders  armed  cap-tt-Tpee — ^powdeMioms 
•^^bullet-bags,  and  pistols  tn  their  holsters  f 
t?as  a  sight  equally  uncommon  and  fortni- 
dable,  in  a  village  so  remote  from  the 
inetropolis,  even  fi-om  a  market-town. 
■i-^The  inhabitants  were  consequently  all 
at  their  doors  when  it  passed ;  and  at  the 
same  time  that  they  admired  the  spec- 
tacie,  they  could  not  help  whispering  to 
^ach  other—"  What  will  Sir  Bernardine  do 
now?  These  ladies  don't  seem  as  if  ther 
would  submit  to  the  yoke  very  readily ;  and 
are  too  well  protected  to  be  easily  forced.*' 

•'    •  The 


Tlie  tieas  «f  Mn  ThuitibiwiU  ifce.  pos«- 
master  and  linei>-draper>  Vifer^  rtl^Mer  €^i9t- 
£ised  on  the  subject.  .  The  ladies  certatniy 
.-were  very  ekgantiy  dressed ;  elegant  dress^^ 
were  very  expensive ;  and  expensive  cu»- 
temers  were  very  valuable  articles*.  But 
Sir  Beroardine .  was  already  ±  vsery  f^od 
custotncr,  and  had  been  so  f6r«everal  year*: 
Jiealso  was  his  landlord^  and  let  him  his  prer 
nises  very  reasonably,  as  a  |ji»tuity  for 
Utile  ihdulgencies  in  the  letter  Way  f.  tibe^ 
Baronet  being  very  fond  of  knowing:  ther 
private  concerns  of  his  neighbours;,  btift 
d)at  business  was  to  be  knocked^  od  the? 
head,  it  seemed^  as  far  as  concerned  the 
Eottage;  or  he  might  get  knocked^ on*  the* 
bead  for  continuing  it ;  as  her  Ladyships* 
feid  declared  she  would  make  sa  formal: 
complaint^  the  next  time  he  and  the  Baro^- 
net  Jinessid  a  little,;  aiad  the  tht^ats  of 
ladies  of  quality,  especially  when  they 
happened  to  be  on  the  right  side  of  th»* 
4uestion^  evei^body  knowed  were  not  to> 

a  3/         ,         :  .     be- 
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be  grinned  at.  He  therefore  ordered  hi$ 
horse  out^  resolved  to  ride  over  to  the 
Hall,  and  see  Sir  Bernardine^  before  he 
ventured  to  make  any  solemn  resolution 
about  the  matter. 

'^  Forewarned,  forearmed  !  '*  said  he  t6 
himself^  as  he  rode  along.  ''  I  won't  run 
my  neck  into  a  halter^  if  I  can  help  it;  and 
I  should  be  sorry  to  lose  such  a  friend  as 
the  Baronet,  by  sticking  at  trifles,  if  I  can 
keep  him  without  danger/'  Arriving  at 
the  Hall,  he  gave  his  horse  to  the  servant, 
and  was  instantly  shewn  into  the  hous^. 

"  Ha!"  exclaimed  the  Baronet,  as  soon 
as  he  entered  the  parlour,  ''  my  dear 
Tbumbwell,  how  happy  1  am  to  see  you  I 
How  is  Mrs.  Thumbwell,  and  the  darling 
children  ?  Well,  what's  the  best  news,  my 
dear  friend?.  Any  letters  worth  seeing.^ 
The  women  are  come  to  the  Cottage,  I 
hear.  Letters  now  will  be  treasures  in- 
deed!'*  • 

Mr.  Thumbweli  sighed,  shook  his  head, 
and  felt  his  rrat  a  little  uneasy. 

''Hey! 
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Hey  !  What !    Nothing  the  matter  at 
honie^  I  hope?'' 

"  Not  very  material.  Sir  Bernardine,!^ 
said  Mr,  Thumbwell,  so  very,  deliberately, 
and  with  so  melancholy  an  air,  as  to  pwt 
the  heart  of  the  Baronet  on  the  tenters ; 
•'not  very  material,  indeed,  as  a  body  may 
say  :  only  the  great  lady  and  Miss  Noble-** 
ville  called  at  the  office  to-day,  in  their 
grand  post-carriage;  and  my  Lady  com- 
plained of  letters  being  delayed,  and  some 
miscarrying  quite;  so  solemnly  declared, 
that  the  very  next  time  any  thing  of  that 
kind  happened,  she  would  write  to  her 
coudn,  the  post-raaster-gencral,  and  request 

.    his  Lordship  to  make  a  thorough  investjga*- 
tibn  into  the  whole  of  the  matter." 

''  Oh  !  Is  that  all  ?"  criecl  the  Baronet^, 
mortified  to  the  very  soul  at  the  in  for-, 
mation,  but  determined  to  make  light  of 
It  apparently ;  "  I  was  afraid  some  of 
your  family  were  ill;  Well  well,  my  dear 
friend,  don't  be  alarmed  at  the  threats  of 

,    a  petulant  woman;  nor -let  that  prevent 
-  K  6  '-   you 
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you  from  doing  as  usual.  I  will  •  bear  yjon 
harmless^  my  dear  Thumbwell^  depend  upoa 

.  ^  But  these  Lonfs  and  Ladies^Sir  Bernar^ 
dtne^  are  a  sort  of  a  queer  kind  of  people. 
I  am  toid.  T  understand  they  will  no  more 
mind  hanging  or  transporting  an  hanesi 
fnon^  for  opening  another  person's  letter^ 
than  they  would  dancing  at  a  ball«  or  talk-r 
if>g  at  ti  concert.  Now,  I  cannot  say  thaf 
f  should  like  to  be  banged,  at  my  time  of 
life ;  and  to  be  sent  to  Botany-bay,  why, 
that  wottld  be  nearly  as  bad,  you  knew. 
Besidei,  Sir  Bcrnardine,  if  things  were  to 
be  dipped  into,  you  might  find  it  a  difficult 
matter  to  bear  yourself  harmless.  So  I 
think  we  had  better  stop  our  hands  a  little, 
for  two  or  three  months,  and  then  begin  a 
little  agai!!." 

Two  or  three  months  were  two  or  three 
centuries  to  the  Baronet,  who  would  have 
given  worlds  for  the  sight  of  some  letters, 
to  learn  what  plan  the  friends  vf eve  come 
down  upon;  yet  he  felt  it  imprudent  to 
3  urge 


urge^tiiebaainess  at  that  jimcture^  thougii 
)ie  could  by  no  means  think  of  relinquish^ 
ing  such  mode  of  obtaining  infonnalionv 
He  paused  a  moment — an  idea  struck  him* 
r— he  .adopted  it ;  and  shaking  Thnmbwelt 
hf  the  hand,  he  said — "  W^U,  my  gooU- 
.friend^  agreeable  to  your  desire^  we  mil 
drop  the  matter  for  a  dajf.  in  two,  till  we- 
have  time  to  recover  our  recollection  ^ 
littlei  Now>  I  will  treat  you  wirii  a  ride 
before  we  eat  our  mutton,  for. you  must 
stop  and  dine,  with  us.  I  am  going  to  look 
at  some  land,  which  I  mean*  to  lay  out  into 
a  little,  snug»  compact  grazing-iarm,  ot 
about  a  hundred  acres,  just  fit  for  a  gentle? 

« 

man  to  rMe  over;  and  as  I  do  not  mean  to^ 
let  it  for  more  than  three  years  and  thre^ 
]/ears,  I  intend  that  it  shall  go  at  an  easy 
rent.  Bqt  we  are  losing  time,  mj  deaa; 
jriend — let  iia  mount  our  steeds," 
•  Seldom  short  of  the  mark  when  be  took 
aitn  at  an  object,  the  Baronet  soon  saw 
that  he  had  hit  the  &tiU'««Q(e  completely. 
h  gad^jton  ^vAA  npt  have  swalitowed  tW 
i    ./      *  bait 
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bftii  more  greedily.  Mr.  Thumbwell  mcM 
than  once  urged  the  Baronet  to  gei  on^  as 
he  longed  to  see  the  little  grazing  farm? 
so  did  the  Bal*onet  long  to  shew  it  him; 
but  having  actually  never  thought  of  the 
subject,  until  the  moment  h^  was  com- 
pelled to  waive  the  letter  business,  he  had 
positively  to  allot  the  pasture  land  before 
he  could  shew  the  little  compact  farm; 
and  to  allot  it  as  much  as  possible  to  tlie 
convenience  of  the  Jish  he  wanted  /to 
catch.  He  complied  with  the  third  requi- 
sition to  get  OTiy  and  galloped  to  the  fur- 
thermost  part  of  his  estate,,  ruminating 
intensely  the  whole  way ;  and  riding  into 
the  middle  of  a  large  ivh cat-si ubMc — 
"  Here/'  said  he,.  "  I  mean  to  erect  a  con-^ 
renient  house,  barns,  &c.,  and  allot  a 
couple  of  hundred  acres  of  land  round  it. 
Take  a  ride  through  the  field,  and  look 
about  you,  my  dear  friend."  Mr,  Thumb- 
well^  somewhat  disappointed,  did  as  he 
was  directed,  riding  very  leisurely  round 
the  field ;  by  which  time  the  Baronet  had 

matured 


matured  his  plans>  and  did  nof  doubt  of 
success. — '^  There,  my  friend,  what  say 
you  to  that  ?" 

"Why,  it's  very  well.  Sir  Bernardine; 
but  where  is  the  compact  grazing  farm  }*^ 

^'  Oh  !  the  grazing  farm  ! — Egad,  I  had 
forgot  that,  as  much  as  if  it  had  never  been 
in  my  head  before  !  Well,  here  goes  for 
that  then,  my  friend/*  And  away  they 
rode  towards  the  side  next  the  village, — 
There,  riding  over  four  very  fine  me^* 
dows,  each  about  thirty  acres,  within  half 
a  mile  of  Tbumbweirs  house— •'*  Here  ?** 
cried  the  Baronet,  **  what  do  you  think  of 
these  four  meadows  ?  each  to  be  fenced  off 
into  four  equal  parts.  Would  a  hundred 
a-year  be  too  much  for  these? — Hey? 
Within  half  a  mile  of  the  sea  !— Only 
twenty-five  from  Falmouth  f  A  sure  mar* 
ket  at  any  time." 

In  fact,  they  were  four  favourite  mea- 
dows, which  the  Baronet  would  not  have  let 
for  twice  the  sum;  but  he  had  himself  felt  iht 

force 
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fulfilled  on  the  odier,  «  Sr  PernaiJin^ 
did  not  doubt  but  befcne  Ladj-day, 
Thnmbwell's  influence  would  be  of  litde 
value  to  him,  thej  returned  to  the  Half, 
and  made  a  comfortable^  didngh  late  din- 
ner; each  rejoicing  at  the  exci^lenceof 
his  bargain,  and  flattered  at  having  over- 
teached  his  friend. 


CHAP. 
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How  veiy  mateiially  will  the  abtence  of  « tingle  BUt  <Ieittt|e 
the  economy  of  «  whole  chain/ 


On  the  second  day  after  the  ^arrival  of  the 
ladies  at  the  Cottage^  Lady  Hiccory  ven- 
tured  to  urge^the  propriety  of  inviting 
them  to  dinner.  Sir  Bernardine^  far  from 
ftorry  that  the  hint  should-come  from  his 
ivife^  ahd  conscious  that  ff  such  coraplt- 
ment  was  not  paid,  his  silence  might  be 
attributed  to  fear^  readily  acquiesced ;  and 
talking  lip  a  pen^  wrote  m  the  following 
polite^  yet. distant  stjleMv  *  *         .    '  ; .  j 


"  Si«  Bernafdioe  and  i«i]r 
Hiccoiy  baring  Just  received  intdligeaiDe 
of  the  arrival  of  Lady  Arethusa  Belmont 
and  Misi  Nobleville  at  the  Cottage*  beg 
leave  to  pay  them  their  early  respects ;  ta 
hope  they  enj&f  perfect  health  after  their 
long  journey ;  and  to  beg  to  be  honoured 
with  their  company  to  dincu  on  whatever 
day  Lady  Arethoia  Belmont  and  Mii| 
Nobleville  may  think  proper  to  appoint 


,  -     •  ... 

To  which  note,  Sifter  a  moment's  consuir 

tation«  Lady  Arethusa,  at  the. request  of 

Fanny^  returned  the  following  answer :, — . 


;  f^  Ladt  Arethusa*  Bebnont 

and  Miss  NobleviUe  present  their;  ^ncere 

» '  respects 


I 
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respects  to  Lady  Hiccory ;  hare  to  acknow* 
ledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  fi?oim  her 
JLadysbfp,  and  Sir  Bernardine  Hircory>  odT 
this  rnoming.  Lady  Arethttsa  and  Mist 
Not}IevYlle  return  them  tiieir  best  thanks 
for  their  ol>li<!fing.  enquhrien;  have,  the 
pleasure  to  in  rbrm  them,  that  they  are  in 
p^fect  health  ;  and  exceeding  obUg^  to 
lady  Hircf*ry  and  Sir  Btm^rdine  lor  their 
polite  in\  iffttion ;  but  as?  |.ady  Arethiisa'if 
aftd  Mi9S  Nobleiriile's  plans^  on  leanng 
London^  were  ta  live  ptthcity  recluse  fot 
a  few  weeks,  they  must  beg  leave  to  de- 
cline the  honour  intended  them,  being 
determined  to  visit  »o  person  but  Doctor 
Sibtborpe,  on  whom  they  look  as;  their 
guardian,  friend,  and  protectai^. 

Cbttage  near  die  Cliff"; 


Lady  Hiccory  having   perused  the  a^ 
swer^  was  f eaUy  s«rry  that  she  could  not 

enjoy 
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enjoy'  the  company  of  the  ladies;  yet| 
ig:nonint  of  lisidy  Aitethma.  Budmoiift 
family  concerns,  was  perfectly  satisSei 
with  its  contents;  not  doubting-  but  she 
had  reasons  for  such  determinatioti  of  prif 
yacy.  Sir  fiemardine^  oh  the  contraryj 
did  not  like  a  syllable  of  it«  He  bit  his 
lip-^read  the  note  twice  cver-^^walked 
about  the  room— Hmt  himself  down  on  Ae 
sofa ;  and  was  ^'ery  glad  when  her  Ladyship 
withdrew,  on  his  first  growling  symptom 
of  desire  to  be  alone.  .He  then  started  up 
—strode  across  the  room — perused  the 
Bote  once  more — held  it  out  with  one 
hand>  and  struck  it  violently  with  the 
other;  and  heartily  execrating  both  th^ 
letter  and  its  writer, .  thrust  it  into  the  fire^ 
exclaiming — "  Curse  on  that  Lady  Are- 
thusa  !  Am  I  to  be  thwarted — are  all  my 
hopes  to  be  blasted  by  that  infernal  inter- 
meddler  !  Take  care,  thou  Jiend ! — Come 
once  within  my  reach,  and  see  how  ^oon 
ril  rid  myself  of  suth  a  torment !  Let  me 
but  get  hold  ofsome  of  your  letters,  that  P 

may 
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may  be  able  to  penetrate  your  schemes^ 
and  soon  to  the  winds  will  I  pitch  allyoui; 
machinations.  Oh^  Fanny !  Fanny  !  but 
for  this  Jknd,  you  might  still  be  mine-r-- 
mine ! — By  Heaven  you  shall  be  mine^ 
though  I  wade  through  the  blood  of  hun- 
dreds !  Thy  charms  will  prove  a  rich 
reward !— A  Heaven  here,  at  least  J— And 
for  the  Testy  why^  I  must  run  my  chancej 
with  imperial  slaughterers! — royal  ravishr 
ers !— and  princely  murderers !  To  have 
a  bliss  so  exquisite  almost  within  my  grasp^ 
and  not  to  seize  it.  Phsa  !-*—WelI !"  said 
he  to  the  butler,  who  then  entered  the  paf-^ 
lour,  "  what  is  the  reason  that  rascal 
Greaves  did  not  come  earlier  ? — Send  him 
m. 

'\  He  can't  be  found>  your  Honour. 
The  groom  says  he  did  net  go  home  aU 
night." 

'*  No  !  Well  1— That  will  do  !  He  will 
call  by  and  bye^  I  suppose.  You  may 
go/'  And  the  butler  perceiving  the  mood 
the  Baronet   was  in,  retired  very  gladly. 

*'  Curse 
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"  Corse  on  the  sroondrtl! — Surety  ht 
could  not  suspect  t!iat  the  wine  I  oSered 
bim  last  nr^ht  was  prepttr^  to  keep  kls 
tongue  from  hlahbingj—YtX,  if  be  did  not, 
why  should  he,  af)er  his  long^  fide,  refuse  to 
drink  it  ?"  He  rang  the  bell.  ••  Let 
somebody  ride  down  to  the  clifP-yillage, 
and  see  if  Greaves  is  there.—I  must  see 
him.  He  may  enquire  as  he  goes  along 
too,  if  he  sees  anybody/' 

As  the  servants  knew  there  must  be 
tome  mischief  on  foot,  by  the  Baronet^ 
eager  enquiries  after  his  familiar,  they 
iivcre  not  sorry  when  the  groom  again 
returned,  without  having  been  able  to  pro- 
cure any  intelligence ;  as,  at  all  events, 
the  evil  day,  to  somebody,  would  be  de- 
ferred a  little.  For  Greaves  was  shrewdly 
suspected,  in  the  servants-ball,  of  having 
fetched  the  press-gang  over,  on  the  day 
young  Woodman  was  missed  ;  though,  in 
"fiiot,  he  had  no  concern  in  that  transaction. 
For,  a  few  days  after  the  return  of  the 
Baronet  from  London^  he  met  that  young 

man^ 
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man  as  be  was  walking  towards  the  temple; 
and  not  having  exhausted  his  stock  of  vex** 
ation  at  his  disappointment  of  not  meeting 
with  Fanny^i  as  well  as  at  the  infamous  mes-> 
sage  of  Lady  Arethusi  to  the  Colonel,  it 
instantly  occurred  to  him  that  he  might  be 
indebted  for  the  whole  to  the  scoundrels 
d — d  story  nbout  his  sister.  Resolving, 
therefore^  that  he  should  not  serve  him 
such  another  trick  in  haste,  he  himself 
rode  over  to  St.  Ives ;  and  with  some 
promises  to  the  Lieutenaiit,  and  some 
money  to  him  and  his  gang,  prevailed 
on  him  to  come  round  in  their  boat^  at 
a  particular  hour,  should  the  weather 
prove  favourable;  when  trumping  up 
a  fictitious  letter  from  Miss  Nobleville 
about  his  sister,  and  his-  confounded  tale, 
he  lured  the  unsuspecting  Woodman  to 
the  spot  where  the  gang  was  secreted,, 
and  he  was  put  on  board  of  a  frigate 
*  immediately,  and  in  less  than  a  week* 
sailed   for   the  West   Indies. 

The  Baronet  had  just  sat  down  to.  din^ 
VOL.  III.  F  ner, 
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ver,  whien  the  result  of  the  groom's  en^ 
quiries  was  delivered  to  him. 

''  Not  to  be  found!"  cried  he.  '^Not 
at  home  Ia9t  night  neither  1  — Straii^  I 
Sdeath !    Tt    must   be  so !     If    that  mh 

cat "    Lady  Hiccory  tvas  eating  some 

fried  sole,  and  a  very  fine  piece  lay  on 
his  plate ;  there  it  might  lie ;  for  he  had 
somewhat  else  to  do^  than  to  eat.  In- 
formation was  what  he  wanted,,  and  infor^ 
mation  he  must  have.  The  Doctor,  aye  ^ 
He  would  be  the  best  man  in  the  world 
to  apply  to;  but,  how  for  an  excuse^ 
as  the  old  fool  had  become  $hi/f  He  hit 
upon  the  nail  at  once<  He  laid  down 
his  knife  and  fork — *'  A  rascal! — ^A  block-' 
head  !  Where  can  the  scoundrel  have 
secFCted  himsdf?  I  protest,  my  dear, 
the  sudden  absence  of  fhis  fellow^  too, 
so  soon  after  that  of  poor  Woodman, 
has  affected  me  so  much,  that  I  really 
See\  myself  indisposed.  Let  somebody* 
ride  down  to  Doctor  Sibthorpe'is ;  if  the 
Doctor  should  net  be  «t   homej   desire 

the 
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the  young  man  to  come  over;  he  wiU 
do  just  as  well.'^  And,  on  the  report  of 
the  butler,  the  servants  naturally  leaning 
to  the  benevelettt  side,  mstead  of  rejoic- 
ing at  the  Baronet's  disappointment,  be- 
gan to  sympathize  in  the  cause  of  huma- 
nity. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Can  mankind  wonder,  that  our  jrooth  should  become  riotoof » 
corrapty  debauched,  and  desperate^  when  men  of  fortune^ 
fathers  of  families,  tempt  them  to  their  ruin,  to  answer  their 
own  lustful  ends  f 


Fortunately  for  Sir  Bernardine,  Doctor 
Sibthorpe  was  not  at  home  ;  the  shopman, 
therefore,  at  the  desire  of  Mrs.  Sibthorpe, 
took  a  horse  from  the  stable,  and  rode 
over. 

The  Baronet  had  several  times  conversed 
vfith  the  young  man,  and  had  sometimes 
flattered  himself,  that  in  a  case  of  emer- 
gency, he  might  be  able  to  do  somewhat 

with 
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vith  him.  He  had  taken  a  large  slice  of 
plumb-cake^  as  soon  as  her  Ladyship  had 
retired,  per  signal ;  and,  oq  the  entrancar 
of  Mr.  M'Mahon^  he  found  it  convenient 
to  be  much  better.  Then  pouring  out  a 
full  glass  of  wine  for  himself,  and  request^- 
ing  a  bumper  from  the  young  man,  he 
gave  as  a  toast—-*'  The  worthy  Doctor 
Sibthorpe!"  saying,  "and  a  better  man, 
I  believe,  does  not  exist/*  After  half  a 
dozen  more  toasts  and  s<fntiihents>  height- 
ened by  whimsical  anecdotes,  in  tbe  Baro- 
net's pleasantest  style,  oiur  readers  must 
not  wonder  at  the  favourable  light  in 
which  he  appeared  to  the  young  doctor. 
He  had  opened  the  avenues  to  the  Mifesi- 
an'8  heart  with  a  hospitable  glass,  and  soon 
found  that  he  could  range  about  at  plea^ 
sure. 

"  You,  no  doubt,  were  very  happy  yesr 
terday,  Mr.  M'Mahon— two  fine,  lovely,, 
young  women  are  not  to  be  gazed  at  witl) 
apathy ;  and  I  dare  say,  they  were  full  as 
happy  to  find  so  elegant  a  young  fellow  in 

F  S"  a  villagCji. 
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a  village,  where  they  expected  to  see  non« 
bot  rustics.  All  in  high  spirits^  I  suppose? 
'•—Full  of  gaiety,  delight,  and  raptuw !— ^ 
eyes  sparkling ! — cheeks  glonring ! — lips 
cuivering  with  expectation  !  A  bumpei 
to  the  ladies,  mv  dear  fellow.  Hah  !  that 
seemed  to  go  down  as  a  bumper  to  such 
'di\  inities  should  do.  I  have  not  seen  Misi 
Nobleville  for  some  time;  and  I  don't 
tecollect  ever  having  seen  Lady  Arethuss 
Belmont.  What  is  your  opinion  of  them? 
Come,  I  will  give  yoti  a  bumper  to — cao^ 
'dour!  and  theYi- for' your  opinion."  The 
bumper  was  drank;  and  the  young  mart 
resolved  that  candour  should  guide  him. 
'  *'  By  my  veracity.  Sir  Bemnrdine,  they 
arc  two  beautiful  women  !  And  he  who 
bould  not  be  happy  with  either,  deserves 
to  experience  all  the  solitaries  of  celibacy, 
%vithout  the  oblig^vtion  of  the  oath  !  But 
as  to  sparkling  eyes,  glowing  cheeks,  and 
tjuivering  lips,  which  you  gave  with  such 
rxqiiif^itc  warmth  of  colouring',  I  am  sorry 
to  say  Jhcy  wcrc^carce  articles  among. us*; 
V  .     •     •  for 
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for  the  Doctor  hsid  no  sooner  toasted  Miss 
NobieviUe's  brother^  and  %  speedy  return' 
from  the  secret  expedition>  than  the  tones 
of  their  sweet  vojtces  sank  to  3  flat ;  and 
4heir  eyes>  cheeks^  and  lips,  seemed  pallid 
and  inanimate!*' 

"  Indeed  !  Psha !  They  wanted  rousing 
M  \itx\tk  U  you  and  I  had  been  so  happy  as 
,tiDLha\'e  had  them  at  the  Cottage !  by  our*- 
felveGu  ^e  shotiidr  soon  .have  prerailed  o.a 
them  ttr  e1ev«te^o^r.  souls  ^ith  their  en^ 
ebanting  smUe^  V  Cosnoj  my  dear  fellow^ 
rU  give  yott-r-wiymeift  and  wine,  «nd  our 
better  iK:quaii|tance !  Love— *lbve>  my 
dear  boyi  i»  the  true  strait^of  Hfe^  after  all ! 
Now>  teU  me  candidly  .whicb  yoa  like 
best?" 

?  '*  By  tbe*  bo^ottf^  df^  gentkoiai}^  $ir 
Bernardinei  H  I  had  the^  liberty  of  takto^ 
xny  choice  of  twovaoch  lovely  creatures,  I 
would  fieleet'  her  Ladyship*^  for  bustling 
through  the  world^  vrith^  and  L  would, 
.choose  Miss  }9obleviIlfe  for  the  delectable 
enjoyment  of  easy  retiremeat^  and  sooth- 
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ing  solitude.  Indeed^  I  like  them  both  so 
very  well^  that  lo  oblige  si  friend^  I  would 
gladly  take  either/' 

'"  Upon  my  honour.  Sir,  you  have 
proved  yourself  a  true  representative  of 
Ireland !  Gentlemen  from  the  Univep- 
bity  of  Dublin  are  generally  the  reverse 
of  lukewarm,  when  such  delicious  objects 
are  in  view ;  and  it  shall  not .  be  ntsr  fault, 
if  we  don't  contrive  to  procure  a  private 
interview  with  them ;  even  if  we  tcalt 
the  walls  of  the  citadels,  and  take  the 
garrisons  by  surprise.  What  say  you>  my 
brave  fellow?  Would  an  adventure  of 
gallantry  startle  you  ?  Lsuf^se  we  shall 
not  be  in  danger  of  losing  the  ladies  very 
suddenly?" 

.  '' I  think  I  heard  the  Doctor' tell  Mrs. 
Sibthorpe,  that  the  ladies'  meant .  to  stay 
ointil  the  event  of  the:  setr^et  expedition 
.became  publicly  known.  And  as  for  an. 
xidventure  of  gallantry,  by  the  beauties 
of  Venus !  I  would  'go  as*  T^v  as  any  man 
living,,  as  9  tnan  of.  honour^  and  a  gen- 
:,  .  *  *  tleman; 
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tieman ;  and  while  I  have  the  honour  of 
being  in  company  with  Sir  Bemardinfe 
Hiccory^  lam  confident  I  shall  never  be 
requested  to  act  otherwise/* 

The  latter  part  of  the  yoimg  mah's 
speech^  Sir  Bernardine  could  very  readily 
have  dispensed  with  hi*  omission  of,  par- 
ticularly as  commonr  decency  required 
that  he  should  say  somewhat  in  commen- 
dation of  it.  However,-  as  he  had  gained 
two  material  points^  of  information,  that 
the  fiends  were  both  personally  interested^ 
in  the  expedition,  and  that  they  would 
remain  at  the  Cottage  a  considerable 
time,  he  kept  up  the  conversation  with. 
eclat.  At  lengthy  after  having  adjusted 
the  medicine  necessary  to  be  sent  him  — 
for,  after  so  long  a  visit,  both  concluded 
it  would  be  requisite  that  some  indispo- 
sition should  be  reported — the  Baroncfc 
presented  Mr.  M^Mahon  with  a  five- 
pound  note,  for  his^  immediate  trouble, 
and  as  a  retainer  of  his  friendship  and 
acquaintance;     and    requesting    him    \o 

F  5  come- 
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come  ovtr  to  the  Ilall,  as  often  as  busi- 
Djess  would  permit  hinb  he  saw  the  youth 
mount  his  horse^  that  the  bulter  might 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  him ;  an<Ij  wishing  him  a  pleasant 
ride  home>  returned  to  the  parlour^  highly 
pleased  at  the  progress  of  his  pupil. 
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A* (Vhe  figure/  and  elegant  depor^ent/  wlthetsy  and  ksiira- 
Ming  address^  will  ever  cnakt< irresistible  claims  on  our  admira- 
tM,  erfA^youcI)  >«»  may  ^^et^t t  the  ppssesspr  «f  those  fascma- 
cki|^  ^wJities^ 

0k  the  Sunday,  «^greeab1i  to  tiveif  promise 
to  the  d^rgymaft,  tfo«  Udies  attended  di- 
i*iht  service;  walking- the  whole  of  the 
way,;f6llowed  lyy  the;  two  (ootmen,  with 
each"  a- large  sword^^ne  in  his  hand,  "and 
the  coachman  *wth  a  tolerably  good  stick, 
to  the  tto  small  adffrinition  of  the  congre- 
gation, which  happened  to  be  nunjeroos, . 
Among  the  rest>  and  nearly  opposite  lo 

r.6.  the." 
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the  Doctor's  pew^  in  which  the  ladies  were, 
tat  Sir  Bemardine,  attended  only  by  bis 
eldest  son ;  he  having  prevented  Lady 
Hiccory  from  attending,  because  he  could 
not  help  suspecting  that  the  fiends  would 
be  inclined  to  shew  themselves  on  so  fine 
a  dav. 

The  ladies  were  far  from  beins  well. 
Their  apprehensions  of  danger  attending 
their  amiable  friends  in  the  expedition, 
continually  preyed  on  .  their  spirits;  and 
the  want  of  authentic  intelligence  frosi 
the  scene  of  action,  added  to  their_  laa- 
guor.  The  siglit  of  the  Baronet,  however, 
soon  suffused  their  lovely  cheeks,  though 
from  different  sensations, .  Those  of  Lady 
Arethusa  arose  from  resentment  of  his 
conduct  to  her  charming  irieivd ;  but  those 
of. Fanny  were  iiidescribabla ;  they. were 
not  only  the  effect  of  reseiitment  for  hjs 
conduct  to  her  dear  parent^  of  pride  and 
disdain  at  his  abominable  attempts^  when 
decoyed  by  his  wiles  into  the  temple; 
but  some  touches,  of  a  nature  quite  diffe- 
rent. 
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rent,  would  rush  across  her  fancy,  in  spite 
of  her  efforts  to  banish  them  for  ever;  and 
they  could  never  be  thought  of,  without 

,  her  fervent  wishes  that  they  .never  had 
been. 

Neither  ladies  nbr  gentleman  seemed  to 
sit  very  easy  during  the  prayers ;  and  it 
became  evident  to  Mr.  Thompson,  that 
their  uneasiness  encreased  as  the  sermon 
approached  ;  this  the  reverend  gentleman 
h^d  suspected,  and  for  prudent,  as  well  as 
delicate  reasons,  took  especial  care  to  be 
provided  with  a  discourse,  in  which  th?y 
should  find  nothing  persoudl ;  nor  whicK 
could  be  tortured  into  allusion  by  the  busy 
ideas  of  the  most  conscious.  . 

.^  The  countenances  of  the  parties  might 

.  very  easily  be  perceived  toVclear  up,  on 
the  text  being  announced—''  The  fifth 
Commandment  !*'    and    the    subject    w;is 

.  handled  with  such   eloquence  and  judg- 
ment, as  not  only-  to  satisfy,  but  to  please. 
After  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon,  al 

^  the  parties  again  felt  confiised^  at  an  idea 

which 
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*  which  nalurally  mnst  occur  to  each,  a5'te> 
who  should  quit  the  chttrch  firsts  and  {h>w. 

'  the  church  should  be  quitted.  The  bdies- 
looked  at  each  others  whispered*- at  the* 
same  instant — "  What  shall  we  do  ^"  And 
at  the  same  instant,  finding  thetr  checb 
suffused,  put  their  handkerchiefs  to  their 
fates;  but  immediately  fceHng^ the  impro- 
priety of  such  action,  their  confusion  be- 
came the  more  apparent.  At  last,  the 
Raronet  perceiving  their  situation,  and* 
being  incapable  of  impoliteness  in  a  public 
company,  opened  Tiis  pew  door>  took 
his  son  by  the  hand,  and  bowing  as  he 
passed,  left,  the  church.  This;  by  the 
ladies,  was  deemed  an  act  of  especial  ft- 
rour;  atid  they  were  so  much  pletised  with 

'  it,  that  tady  Arcthusa  whispered — "  What 
a  pity  that  so  fine  a  man,  and  so  elegaiit  an 
address,  should  be  so  depraved  V^ 

The  departure  of  the  Baronet  having 
iset  Mr.  Thompson  at  liberty,  he  directly 
left  his  desk,  and  paying  his  respects,   the 

'  party  left  the  chUrch,  and  walked  leisurely 

towards 
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to^vanjs   the   Cottag6;  but   not   qWite  so 
leisurely  as  the  Baronet^  who  absolutely 
loitered  near  the  spot  where  he  shouW 
turn  off  for  the  Hall,  under  pretence  of 
playing  with  the  boy,  till  the  party  passed 
within  a  few  yards  of  him.     He  caught  the 
parson's  eye,  who  felt  Compelled  to  bow 
to  him  ;  and  gave  him  a  look,  as  thougli 
he   would  have   said — "   Take   care,  Mr. 
Parson — you  are  treading  on  a  mine— be- 
ware  how  you  create  an  explosion  !"     Ifl- 
deed,  the  look  had  such  an  effect  on   Mr. 
Thompson,  as  to  depress  every  thing  bat 
kis  appetite ;  but,  in  that  respect,  he  wis 
a   true  son  of  the   church,  a'nd  if  dinner 
were  on  table,  would  heroicallv  have  set 
at  defiance,  even  a  lecture  from  the  Arch- 
'  bishop  of  Canterbury.     He,,  however,  rfe- 
solved  to  be  very  cautious  in  his  conver- 
sation, lest  any  part  of  it  should  be  re- 
pea  ted/to  the  Baronet;  and  he  was:  confi- 
dent, that  he  might  so  act,  with  perfect 
safety  to  the  bdies,  as  he  had  told  them  ^U 
be  knew  a  week  befoce.  • 

^  On 
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On  reaching  the  Cottage,  the  party  vm 
received  by  Doctor  Sibthorpe,  his  lady, 
and  her  two  fair  daughters,  all  of  whom  fcad . 
arrived  about  half  an  hour  before;  the 
whole  family  having  been  prevented' gfoing 
to  church,  by  an  alarm  of  fire  at  a  neigh- 
bour's house,  just  as  they  were  going  out. 
Luckily,  the  directions  of  the  Doctor,  and 
the  exertions  of  the  servants,  had  the  de- 
sired effect ;  the  affair  being  soon  termi- 
nated, with  scarcely  any  damage  whatever, 
except  to  a  pair  of  sheets  which  was  left 
hanging  before  the  fire,  and  had  each  been 
deprived  of  a  corner. 

After  the  usual  compliments  on  the 
meeting  of  the  friendly  parties  had  passed>. 
Lady  Arethusa,  looking  about  her,  cried 
out — '^  Where  is  our  young  gentleman. 
Doctor  ? — Where  is  our  beau  ? — He  looked 
like  a  human  being,  in  this  strange  coun- 
try ;  and  'tis  baibarous  to  deprive  four  of 
us  poor  forsaken  maidens  of  one  handsome 
fellow/' 

''  Your  bcatij  my  Lady,  is  engaged   to 

dine.- 
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dine  with  the  partial  friend  of  a  certain 
young  ladyy'  said  the  Doctor,  smiling. 
y  In  fact,  we  are  become  very  gracious,  ail 
of  a  sudden  !  TStif  1  gfefP^  care  that 
the  one  can  have  little  Xo  communicate ;  so, 
I  presume,  he  will  not  long  be  a  favourite 
with  the  other/*  Dinner  being  announced, 
the  party  bec^e^  scried:}  and  for  some 
minutes  little  conversation  ensued. 
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With  what  caution  ought  parents  and  instrueton  to  hulit 
into  the  minds  of  youth,  not  only  that  vxcellent  old  pio9crb««- 
"  Evil  communication  corrupts  good  manners/*  but,  thal> 
sedulously  to  shun  such  communication^  is  one  of  tbcii  most 
indispensible  duties ! 


As  no  intelligence  could  be  procured  of 
William  Greaves,  the  inhabitants,  with 
whom  he  was  far  from  being  a  favourite, 
contented  themselves  with  hinting  to  each 
other  that  the  rascal  was  IVoodmatied ! 

The  Baronet,  whose  judgment  generally 
evinced  deep  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart,  hit  directly  on  the  effect,  though  he 
•    •  crrcdi 
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erred  as  to  the  cautt.  He  had  no  doubt 
but  the  scoundrel  had  fled  the  country ; 
but  he  attributed  such  flight  to  suspicion 
of  the  ftaturte  of  the  wine  offered  him  on 
the  evening  of  his  return  frotn  Falmouth, 
where  he  h^  been  for  another  bottle  of 
poison,  and  was  to  have  been  rendered  in^ 
capable  of  ever  revealing  ally  morcaecrett, 
as  a  reward  for  his  labour.  But  Gres(ves 
had  fled  from  a  diflferent  cause;  he  had 
sefrn  the  press-gang ;  was  oiw  of  ihc  jfir»t 
who  missed  his  friend  Woodman;  and 
knew  that  the  Baronet  went^to  St.  Hesl)oC 
f l^ree  days  before ;  of  course  be  idtd.  not 
doubt  but  his  friend  had  been  pressed 
through  the  g7V<rt  f7Ui;i'«  means;  and  fancy- 
ing that  he  himself  was  looked  a  little  9hy 
at,  particniafly  at  the  tirne  he  was  offered 
the  wine,  and  refused,  only  because  he  fek 
so  sjck>  that  lie  knew  he^ould  not  be  able 
<o  carry  it  out  of  the  room,  it  artstantly 
struck  him,  that  the  Baronet  anigitt  get 
another  press-^ng^  a«d  rid  himaeif  of  him, 
and  of  all  danger  of  cv«r  fcdng  informcil 

against ; 
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against;  so^  having  the  change  out  oft 
two-pound  note  in  his  pocket,  which  be 
had  forgotten  to  give  to  the  Baronet, 
instead  of  going  home,  he  set  out  on  bii 
travels  across  the  country,  and  never  felt 
himself  easy  till  engaged  as  a  helper  in  the 
stable  of  the   Blackamoor's-head   im,.  at 

•  •     • 

Manchester.  However,  as  little  appreben*^ 
sion  need  be  entertained  of  the  scotmdrdi^ 
while  he  was  nobody  knew  where,  his  pre- 
'cious  employer  gave  him  up,  without  fur* 
ther  uneasiness.  And.  being  determined 
quickly  to  pursue  matters  to  a  crisis,  the 
Baronet  resolved  to  put  Mr.  M'Mahon  into 
the  plastic  mould  of  his  insinuating  address 
a^  often  as  possible ;  and  try  if,  notwith- 
sfanding  his  mnple  ideas  of  honour j  and  such 
stiiff",  he  could  not  mould  him  to  his  pur** 
pose. 

The  appearance  of  his  angel  with  the 

Jiend  at  church,  for  he^iad  dropt  the  plural 

of    the  latter    appellation,    the    moment 

.Fanny  appeared,  had  set  the  glowing  era- 

•bers  of  bis  passion  in  a  blaze  !  and  nothin); 

but 
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l^ut  early  possession  could  preserve  him 
from  being  consumed  by  the  raging  con- 
flagration. He  contemplated  her  beauty. 
She  was  Heaven  !  And  in  her  arms  would 
he  quickly  taste  its  joys,  or  perish  !  If  the 
young  man  would  but  join  him,  so  as  ta 
amuse  the  Jiendj  it  would  be  an  excellent 
plan  to  enter  their  chambers  on  a  dark 
night,  and  seize  the  tempting  treasures^  ere 
they  were  well  awake.  *'  By  Heaven  it 
shall  be  so  !*'  the  ruffian  sighed.  '^  I  will 
endeavour  to  mature  the  project." 
•  Such  were  Sir  Bernardine's  pious,  cogi- 
tations and  resolutions,  whilst  in  the  sanc- 
tuary of  Him  who  commands  his  creatures 
to — '^  Do  justice,  love  mercy,  and  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God!"  And  observing 
his  valet,  whom  he  had  taken  into  his  ser- 
vice  when  at  Thomas's  hotel,  whispering 
familiarly  with  one  of  Lady  Arethusa's  foot- 
aaen,  he  hailed  the  circqmstance  as  a  pro- 
pitious omen  !  for  he  knew  that  his  valet 
was  possessed  of  strong  abilities,  and  he 
Had  reason  to  believe  that  those  abilities 

were 
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vrere  devoted  to  Vrm.  So  thinkings  there 
is  no  wonder  that  he  should  have  left  the 
church  in  tolerable  spirits. 

After  dinner,  vrhen  Lady  Hrccorjr.  bad 
tvithdrawn,  the  Buronet,  ever  attentive  fo 
the  object  in  view,  became  the  downright 
voluptuary.  His  anecdotes — his  sentiments 
-^his  common  conversation,  all  were  deli" 
vered  with  a  warmth  of  expression,  height* 
ened  by  peculiar  hintiA,  intiendoer^  and 
gestures,  which,  to  a  person  of  Mr; 
M'Mahon's  age,  sanguine  habit,  and  fer- 
vid ideas,  could  not  fail  to  raise  sensations 
highly  prejudicial  to  his  morals,  if  not  ab- 
solutely dangerous  to  his  person.  The 
baleful  eflfects  soon  became  visible;  and 
before  they  separated,  the  Baronet  had 
wrought  so  forcibly  on  the  young  man's 
feelings,  as  to  procure  a  promise  from 
him  to  turn  in  his  mind  the  desperate  idea 
of  entering  the  chamber* windows  of  the 
ladies,  in  the  dead  of  th^  night,  and  satiate 
their  lustful  appetites  swis  cei^einonie. 
And  \t  n  not  to  be  supposed  that-  a  present 

•  5  ©f 
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of  a  ten-pburtd  bank  -note/  juaf-fe  the 
youth  Was  taking  his  leave,  ^brfd  fenti  la 
retatxl  hkac<:(uiesceiise^  Whieh  wad  expected 
on  the  Wednesday  ;  and  not  a  doubt  en- 
tertained of  a  cordial  co-opepation*  And 
that  nothing  might  be  omHted,  whichp 
couM  facilitate  the  iniquitoos  scheme^  Mr. 
M'Mahon  had  departed  hut  a  few  mimitesr 
before;  Sir  Bernardine  rang  the  be]l»  and 
ordered  the  butler  to  send  fhe  valet  in; 
with  the  book  which  he  was  reading  when 
dressing. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  vat^r,  the  Baro^ 
net  said  to  tunx--^''  So,  Johnstone !  I  see 
you  are  acquainted  with  one  of  Lady  Ate^ 
Ituisa  Betmont's  footmen!  I  saw  yon^ 
speaking  to  him  at  church.  Thoogh  Ihero 
is  some  little  shi/ness  between  ^he  Itidies 
and  la,  I  see  »o  positivo  reason  why  Ihere^ 
riiouJd  be  any  between  ilMir  serfantis. 
Whatever  foolish^  women  may  think  o^ 
Mie«e  matters,  t  diSh^  w^tk  ¥kem  f  fm  \<nti 
therefore  invite  tk%m  to  th^  Halt; «  ^ften 
am  they  can  Miako  id  ci>At€M^)it  /  ^Mid  tA»' 

care 
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care  that  they  have  plenty,  and  of  the 
best  too,  whenever  they  do  come.  Though 
I  think  they  had  better  not  mention  it/ lest 
their  lady  should  object  to  their  coming. 
You  have  known  the  young  man  some 
time,  I  suppose?" 

*'  Oh  yes.  Sir  Bernardine,  these  five  or 
six  years," 

*  "  He  is  a  very  good-looking  young 
man ;  and,  no  doubt,  is  a  very  good  ser- 
vant." 

"  He  bears  a  very  good  character.  Sir 
I3ernardine ;  but  he  is  not  very  happy  in 
his  present  situation.  Her  Ladyship  isn't 
gay  enough  for  him  :  and  he  is  elbowed  to 
death  in  that  little  Cottage,  where  he  cau't 
find  room  to  stretch  himself." 

''  Indeed  !  Well  then,  do  vou  take  care 
that  he  and  his  fellow-servants  have  fre- 
quent invitations  to  stretch  themselves 
here.  But — stop,  Johnstone  ! — Bless  me  f 
what  a  spasm  shot  through  my  head  1"  and 
he  patted  his  forehead^— sure  sign  of 
scheming!  ''  I -purpose  trying  two  or 
'  •    .  three 


t%r)e€  ^ftigi^i  bjr  the  prYe  .$aeky^  agaimt  some 
of  the  tk>ver  blanks,  at  Simpa6iv-li^'  oir 
Friday  evening*  At  all  events^  1.  wotdd 
advise  you  to  invite. your  friends  therep  as 
they  may  like  to  see  a  battle ;  .and:  as  we 
will  not  fight  till  near  midnight^  they  will 
have  plenty  of  time  to  walk  over,  after  the 
family  are  gone  to  bed.  I  shall  not  want 
"you  any  more  to-night,  as  I  purpose  read* 
ing  a  little.  Don't  forget  to  ask  them» 
Johnstone ;  and  do  you  pay  their  reckon- 
ing." 

''  I  humbly  thank  you.  Sir  Bemar- 
dine ;  I  won't  forget ;  and  I  dare  say 
thej  won't  readily  lose  the  opportu- 
nity of  spending  such  ^  delightful  even- 
ing;, especially  as  none  of  the  family 
need  to  know  of  ilieir  being  out  at 
allV 

Such  a  cpnversation  requires  no  com- 
ment !  The  Baronet  actually  called  for 
the  game-keeper,  and  telling  him  to 
collect  three  stags  of  each  soft,  the  next 
day,    desired    he    would    make  the   best 
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of  tfaemtfby  Fiidi^  <^reiimg»  J13-.  be  mfidsk 
tQn.'<3^«^he»  at  Siihpictn'f^ .  ^bom /  be 
iiil^ht*  diU/on  in'hU  ridr,  and  desire 
M  have-  the    great  :it»OBi    prepaved  hi 

th«  purpose.  — «  -  . 
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CHAP.  XV. 


How  ready  are  the  timid  mratcfa  at  tv4|i^  to  whip  themselves  I 
How  ready  are  the  bold  to  conclude  it  impossible,  that  any  one 
should  discover  their  stratagems,  merely  because  they  wish  them 
not  to  be  discovered ! 


Tuesday  being  post  motning,  Johnstone 
attended  for  letters,  in  hope  of  meeting 
his  o]d  acquaintance  on  the  same  errand ; 
for,  having  set  his  heart  ou  a  jovial  t)ight, 
and  enjoying  the  company  of  the  lads  at 
the  Cottage,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  give  the  invitation  there,  than  to  venture 
to  the  house,  as  the  ladies  mi^^bt  not  be  of 
the  same  ki4)d.  of<  opinion  aboijt  i^irvarvts^ 

c  2  as 
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as  the  Baronet  was ;  they  might  not  ontjf 
refuse  to  let  the  lads  go  to  the  Hall,  but 
by  keeping  a  good  look-out,  might  pre- 
vent  them  from  seeing  the  cock-matdi. 
It  happened,  however,  to  be  the  otb'ef 
footman's  turn  to  attend ;  and  the  young 
man  gave  a  direct  negative  to  the  invita- 
tion to  the  Hall,  without  ^  moment's  hesi* 
tation;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  George 
would  do  the  same,  because  her  Ladyship 
teemed  so  much  incensed  against  Sir  Ber- 
nardine.  This  was  a  dreadful  mortifica- 
tion to  Johnstone,  and  had  nearly  settled 
the  matter  at  once  ;  yet,  as  a  kind  of  last 
stake,  he  thought  he  might  as  well  mention 
the  cork-match ;  tind  lucky  it  was  for  him 
that  he  did,  for  the  footman  was  a  cock- 
fighter  to  his  very  soul  !  and  would  have 
hazarded  his  neck  as  well  as  his  place,  to 
have  seen  two  innocent  fowls  cut  each 
other  to  pieces,  with  weapons  made  by  hu- 
man hands !  The  cock-match  was  quite 
another  thing  to  visiting  at  the  Hall;  a 
cock-match  was  the  finest  sight  in  all  the 

world ! 
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Votld  1  it  was  better  than  a  hundred^mile 
horse-race,  a  bullbaiting,  or  a  boxing  ! — ' 
"Yes,  yes!  depend  upon  it,  Mr.  Johnstone^ 
we  will  be  there,  and  thank  you  into  the 
l?ar;gain-:*u'e  will  be   there    by  half  pas$ 
•pleven   ^t   fdrtb^st/'     For,  not   doubting 
but  everybody  must  be  as  fond  of  a  cock- 
match  as  himself,  he  pledged  the  company 
of  his  fellow-servants,  as  well  as  himself^ 
thinking  it  impossible  that  thej(:ouId  fail; 
yet,  to  his  utter  astonishment^  he  found> 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  pleasure  d( 
spending  an  evening  yrith  his  friend  John^ 
i^one,  all  the  horses  in  the  stable  would 
not  have    drawn    him    from    home.     As 
to  th^  coachman>  Jbe^    too,    didn't  mind 
cocking  much;  but  as  be  supposed  there 
would  be  plenty  of  gopd  punch  stirring,, 
he  had  no  objection  to  make  one  of  the 
Parity,. p/ir/fc/ri^/j/  as  there  would  be  no 
chance  qf  being  jTound   out — '*  Because^ 
there'll  be  nobodif,  to  see  ps  go  out>  your 
know ;  and  nohody  to  see  us  copnie  in  ^gain^ 
except  Rebecca  and  Robert/*     .  • , 
.   .,,  c3  Having 


I '2*5  LUCKY   BSGAPX8/ 

}faving  delivered  the  usual  8entenc^«*« 
"  No  letters^  my  Lady/'  the  young 
man's  attention  waK  called  to  the  door^  hf 
a  rap.  It  was  Doctor  Sibthorpe's  servtut 
"with  a  letter  for  Miss  NohleviIi«  from  her 
brother,  which,  agreeably  to  her  directioBs; 
wa$  inclosed  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Western, 
itnd  by  her  inclosed  in  a  cover  addressed  to 
the  Doctor.  As  the  servant  bad  nothing 
more,  exeepi  mere  verbal  compliments,  hcf 
returned  immediately;  and  the  footmaki 
look  the  fetter  into  the  parlour. 

Neither  of  the  ladies  having,  then,  a 
iwn'gle  secret  which  either  wished  to  pre- 
serve frqm  the  other,  little  ceremony  waf 
necessary;  so  Fanny  eagerly  opened  the 
packet;  and  Lady  Aretbu&a  as  eagerly 
leaned  over  her  shoulder*  The  eyes  of 
tiie  soldier's  daughter  gitislened  at  the  glo** 
rious  ardour  breathed  by  her  dear  prede* 
rick  'fior  his  King  akd  Coimtry ;  whilst  rfie 
tneivbled  at  the  event  pf  the  expected  bat^ 
H^i    and     thinking   of    the   Marquis  of 

Lornly^  she  sig^hed,    and  blushed;    ihen 

taking 


t^iftg  her  bafid|{ierchieCi^Bll#  ¥Ff p^.  iyve 
pearly  djp0ps^bich  luid  fitU^KijCii  ber  I^^ly 
fktcfc/  from  the  ^Iteauteous  ^yea?  of  iier 
aflectfd  friend,  -M^h  as  Jier.AW!i;bcia|f 
fi^ined  her,-^e  \ftm\d  'huve*  been  aabamftd 
f <» drop  a . tear  at  aucba  ^iow.of '  beroismf 
so  hemmed^  and  cdiidciavoured  tofai^etfuIljK  4« 
aay-n-f*  WeH  !  do  ybur  dttty,  myrfcrtive.  bro- 
ther, aodHeaveiT's  will,  be/done  r??i 

"  Oh,  Fanny  !  Fanny  i  M^not  woisld  I 
an ot  give  to  sec  another  letter  frotnthe 
Beir^atne  handl-^-Heaven  spane-= — r-but  I 
Will  not  add  presumption  to  my  weakr 
Yiess,  by  attempting  t&  dictate  to  Infi^ 
tiicie  -  WMocn.'^  Then  seating  themselves 
xm  d^e  sofa  toj?ethef>  the  lovely  Msien  kissed 
each  other/ !lti(l  melted  into^  teanhW  By 
tSuhday/'  ^O^htinued  her  Ladyship,  ^  we 
lOtlkf  expect  to  see  fiuther  intelligence. 
Was  it  ngbt'fdr  our  grairf  afly  to  hurry^our' 
tvoops:  into  aotipn'SD  sdnm  ttfter  landing  f 
I  think  We.  shoruidllsme^^ieeii  more  jnercir 
i(d;'tmy1t)tre.((tr  1      :   .*:  r    -  .-I 

v  If  Miot  if  use  truly  lored  them,  my  sinteet 
>'-^  g4  fnend. 
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friend^  or  wished  to  be  truly  loved  By 
them,  ir  a  decisive  action  is  to  be  fought 
can  it  be  so  very  maferiai  whether  it  be 
fought  this  week,  or  next?'  And  rest 
assured,  my  dearest  lady^,  KtUe  w^uM  the 
heroes  of  the  army  thank  us,  should  we 
even  wish  to  retard  the  awful  day ;  or 
deem  them  capable  of  rejoicing  at  the 
delay  of  an  hour,  if  it  trenched  but  a 
tittle  on  their  honour.*' 

"  Aye,  aye!  that  honour,  my  lovtf,  is 
a  strange,  petulant,  perverse  thing  !  How 
can  it  avail  the  soldier  who  loses  his  life? 
or  the  woman  who  is  deprived  of  every 
glimpse  of  happiness?  Yet  I  Would  not 
wish  our  soldiers  to  decline  fighting,  or 

to  shrink  from  their  dutjiflt  V  o^^Jy  ^wh 
them  to  be  placed  whercfilboy  may  not 
Jose  sight  of  honour,  and  still  be  in  pet- 
fcct  safety.  Would  it  not  bd  possibly 
mj  lovely  friend,  .to  prevail  on.  your 
brother  to  relinquish  the  army  ^'^  .  ' 
"  Having  been  brought  up  in  the!«rm]r« 
from  his  infancy,  my  dear  lady,  ve.  may 
..i.>:  .  •.   .  naturally 
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satur^IIj  conclude  hino  to  be.  partial  to. 
it..  But  men  have  beeji  tempted  ta  re-, 
linquish  it  before  now/' 

''  Aye,  aye !  and  especially.  wheQ  h^ 
may  have  a  command  of  .another  nature^ 
tpo/^  said  her  Ladyship,  vainly  endea- 
vouring to  muster  a  smile.  "  I  should  be 
wretched  if  my  husband  were  continu- 
ally subjected  to  a  call  to  the  field,  when- 
ever  our  enemies  chose  ta  iiU  their  thumia 
(it  us."  '  X 

''  That,  I  humbly  trust,  will  never  be. 
my  case ;  for,  were  the  violence  of  ray 
affection  to  consume  me  with — greerir 
eyed,  nidanchQlij,  1  should  be  far  Ies$ 
wretched  than  living  in  hourly  expecta- 
tion of  the  untimely  fate  of  the  object 
of  my  esteem;  therefore,  as  my  ansJ^ty 
for  his  fame  would  continually  clash  with 
my  anxiety  for  his  safety,  I  am  deter- 
mined to  avoid  the  torments  of  such  con- 
trasted passions,  by  refusing  to  marry 
any  man  on  earth,  who  will  not  quit 
the  army,  if  already  in  the  service;  or 
^      ^  6  5  solemnly 
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solemnly  pledge  himself  never  to  enter 
it,  but  in  case  of  actual  invasrony  or 
general  insurrection ;  from  both  of  which 
dreadful  crisis^  may  the  Cod  of  empires 
preserve  our  great  and  unfted  kingdom  !** 
"  Ah,  my  poor  Marquis!"  and  her 
Ladyship  did  malce  slirft  to  force  an  arch 
good-natured  smile,  '*  you  are  but  half 
beloved,  I  fear,  after  all !  Why,  thou  lit- 
flc,  simple,  iovely  icicle !  sdeatfa  !  if  thy 
brother  were  to  swear  eternal  war  against 
the  Great  Mogul,  I  begm  to  think  I  -should 
be  fool  enough  to  cry,  *  Well !  if  you 
will  be  such  a  madman,  Mr.  Captain,  pray 
marry  me  firsts  and  let  me  go  with  you/ 
Pohl  poh!  poh!  you  give  but  half  a  heart 
— -I  give  the  whole/*  Then  taking  up  ■the 
letter,  they  read  it  again -^again  ihey  dropt 
a  tear ;  and  languished  for  another  letter 
frc^m  the  self-^same  hand. 
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llnir^jQniy  jtugr^.  nM.  tb«ir  llif^^ 

On  the  Friday  eveninj^^Msoon  afiee  weight 
o'clock;  Eit9dtor,.S(hthcirpe^  padd  a  ^si t  *  to 
the  ladies,  ., He  iifW^^sfid  {Qr^nobcoming 

witb:Mrt>M^JV{9|hmfi;  oti  ia.  ^cbegc^i^  4)r^airar 
tipiuj  in  fact,  had  tool:^i»<;jgcntJl^jEi&^.-l}jgett 
«a  id»ii-oMs  i^t^cang  irp  fhe  iCQc^ki#n9«(H# 
b«  2ca«^^j»%toMAs3^;  filiate  .j(hPF  ':yrpulfi  T^ 

:j>m/i  g6     ._  Lady 


Lady  Arethusa  assured  the  DoctCH-,  that 
although  she  was  no  friend  to  cock-fight^ 
ingj  she  fancied  she  should^  in  future,^  be 
partial  to  that  Vandal  amiisement,  espe- 
cially if  she  and  her  sweet  friend  were 
always  to  experience  the  same  pleasure 
through  it ;  and  making  a  ^ne  curtsey, 
she  cried — "  Praised  l>e  thou,  oh  cock-* 
match  !  or  we  should  ha^e  spent  a  soFitary 
eveningi  heightened  by  Fanny's  gloomy 
apprehensions  of  ^cmewhai,  because,  fon- 
sooth  !  die  last  night  dreamt  -abdut 'Mine^' 
v)hat !  which  she  cannot  explain,  and  for 
the  best  reason  in  the  world,  because  die 
cannot  recollect  it." 

*'  I  tell  you  what,  mtf  good  gUrls/'  said 
the  Doctor,  in  his  facetious  way,  *'  i£  you 
clo  pot  mend  your  cffonlry  maimers-,  and 
behave  like^i^easonable  beings,  whodare^  ta 
Vfst  th«r  happiness  on  Heaven  !  I  must  in 
a  few  days  transport  you  back  to  London 
again ;  for  1  shall  not  be  veryfpnd'-of  the 
task  of  apologMBng' to  ascertain'  Countessi 
for  certain .  ladbeii'  hswing  fidgetted  them-* 

sel¥e$> 
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selv^  till  unable  tcT  fulfil  their  duty  of  duly 
Writ>n^  bulletins-  of  health;  and  allrfor 
what  little  hisses  would  deserve  to  be  stf  t 
lip  "in  comers  for;  because  those;  who  h| 
tbey^  .have  taken 'it  into.tbeir  heads^ishall  be 
their  fictt^fitlotos^  don't  come  faster  than 
the  shipfi.cahiniiiig^thein  ;  and  Lafm^i^frasd 
thQ]|l  cDnieimtich  lob  (fast  already^  ;f0f  the 
credit  of  this  country^  :oK-ilt^  honour  of 
our  grand  ally  t"  >  -  *  I  -^  ,;  •  - 
.  /Fanny  ^gazed  on  -the  Doisftor  ^  l^utMy^ 
nnabte  tospeatky  so  rtuob  was  she  ^flfec  ted 
at  his  satirical  speech,  an4  so  .Qiucb  .wa9 
shei agitated  at  his  intelligefiteX  <v  v  ^ 

'  ^  Did  J  heai  you?  right,.  '■  Doctor  ?'*  said 
Lady  Arethusa-r-"  Is  the-^thej  <  e^.  .cxpe* 
dition  coming  home? — Surely  you  can* 
not  m'ean'so^  Doctor  ?**^     • 

**  Indeed  I  do  mean  s6^  my  Lady ;  I  posi- 

lively  meaii  that  the-rr-the-r^'Tr^^P^i^^^'* 
is  coming  home^  without  so  much  as  strik-* 
idg^a^blow,  M^.seeing^  radkHnnatcb  HI 

>  Her  I»«i^rship:«miled  most  di'vmely^;  anii 
btr  lovely^  <>h3Bek-ti}Usked  to  ftielva^v^^ 

tear 
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fear  steal  flown  iL  She  limpt  mwA/K 
curtsey  ;  and  moving  Tory  humbljr  tononli 
the  Doctor^*^''  Pray^  vmsi  vonflerfUL  Ite* 
tor^  for  coring  lovevoicfc anaidcnsp  whidi  xi 
lit  would  YOU  choose  AouU  paj  aortri* 
bule  of  gratitude  ^raC^  far:\ymt^.  ftmous 
ctienucail-  and  tffm  paiheQit.  medicine  ?  '^ 

^^'  Heyl  Why,  yofi  4udL  fbank  mc-  fint. 
Thet^l  and  -ndv^  fofjiUm^  my  dear,^  luid 
the  Doctor  kissed  them  both.  ''  Noy  be 
j^d-'gtt-ls/andido  ao'noaore.  Scriondj, 
ladi^  let' die  fervently  vecoflomend  ^.yoa 
to  ke<ep^e  conclusive  if nes4>fiCongreve's 
Mourning  BrUe  in  your  memory,  andihejr 
will  never  fail  to  prove  a  cup  of  xordiaf  to 
you'in 


7         ■     »■ 
« 


Though  plung*d  iQriU^  azyd  ezpccis'd  in  care, 

]^t  nooer  lee  the  noble  mind  desp^r  ; 

•     ■".#•         ''1'      '        ^.i* 
For  blessings  ever  wait  on  virtuoiu' deeds/ 

And  thimgh  a  lat^,  iK  suretvWaSd  sixcc^tisl*' 

Tht  eintneiM^  of  ^up^^iput  an.  tfi^l  ^tfi 
tie  poivwmt^tim).    TJM^  jcouMenabooslof 

'. . :  4  and 
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and  the  Doctor  rejoiced  sinoepely  at- the 
happy  effect  of  his  intelHgence.  He  liid- 
aeid  just  etKHigh  to  'nftake  them  frappf >  aMl' 
give  them  an  appetite :  4iad  be  proceed^dt 
further^  md  iirfbritied  thfem  that  the  fleet 
misexpett^d  in  a 'lew  dKys/  th<  ne^s^  to  tf 
certainty,  would  have  made -them  sttiU'ine^re' 
happy;  feut  they  might  Have  he^ii  too 
happy  to  be  ablcf  to  eaft ;  he  thertffore 
resolved  to  furtiish  no  Itfrther  intelfi^ence^ 
that  evening,  Tntt  \o  reserve  Ifie  reiwaiihder 
for  his  next  visit.  In  fadt}  as  lie  had  iiot' 
intkch  liked  the  appearaiiee  of  eJfher  lady, 
£oT  the  last  two  days^  he  thotight  it'  ncces- 
sary  to  be  on  his  guard,  4est  he  should  ^dh- 
crease;  rather ^han  do  away  the  little  lurk-* 
fng  offerer  vrtiich  had  begtih  to^ptc^  upon 
them ;  so  if  they  led  toward  the  subject; 
ev^en  by  accident^  'he  studiously  saM  dex- 
teroiii^  aroided  it. 

After  .supper,  the  party;^  at  Ae  Doctor*!* 

proposal,  kapt  drown  to  a  pool  at  ({uadriHle; 

Mrs.   Tacit  being    tailed  ••  m'td  -^fifcctniy 

the  fourth  chair/,  l^his  iie  did  merely ^to 

.'4  diversify 
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•  ^^  Ladi^t  did  youisarfr^?  4;rfed  tbe  gcBf 
detnan.-*-^'' Here^  Charics  i  take  mff  itoiar, 
and  give  iiic  the  pistols-:  Jead  the  WajTr^ny 
d«ar  feHow.  To  iDe  sure^  I  wont  (bcr  with 
the  ladies  hi  a  whisptfr/':,:        -^  •      •    i 

Robert)  with  9iis  ionfliorn,  condivtcd 
the  gentleman  ;  iaiar  the  house/,  ^wfaere  all 
ivas  solemf)  siience^'asjeocpeJotisgrirhat  vns 
to  fellow;  *  ..'./. -i:  f  ' 

'^  By  my  sDxdi  the  ^people^  were  all 
killed '  very  soap;:  i  think ;  for  the  noise 
was  buc  Yor  a  aoionient;  or^  are  they  all 
listening  to  know  whose  turn  comes  text  i 
Make  haste,  lay  dear  £eUow^  asid  let  ns  be 
wkb  fkein/'' 

'  R<^beitritshed  tnioihe  ixidouf^  koUing 
his  t^nihoitrvfaoe4ugh, — i^^  Here  thisy  be^ 
Skr!  here  they  bet  itM^  diire^  as  I  be  iiv^ 
}ng  <^  The^  ladtes  iihriebed,  and  thmf 
dlemsMves  !Qp<Mi  ttie  so(av  ^^rering  their 
fetefs  with  their  lianSkMchieis:  :  i!be  Dac^ 
tor  snaf^hed  sip  tfie  pbtor. 
i  "'Vpbft  ■my:\c^itkdet^ee,  'gb«d'  Sir^  and 
that  is  not  the  worst  thing  in  the  vioM 
'     -^'-'i "  neither^ 


nehher^'fora  gentleman  to  snatch  it  in 
evrder  io  defend  himself  and  his  friends  f 
But  v^ierc  ar€  the  *  people  that  are  all 
killed  ?  Oh  J-i — !  these  ladies  jcan-t  be 
dead  alrieady,  sure,-  for  they  were  all  alive 
when  I'came  in. '  Och,  by  the  holy!  ^'at 
Carrol !  bother  !^-^Bul  V\\  forgive  you  this 
time;  for^  bad  luck  to  me>  if  I  don't  see 
Lady  Arethusa  Belmont .!  ^and  my  darlings 
ivfeet  friend^  Miss  Noble  viiie  t  andlNDth  mth 
the  same  pair  of  eyes  Itoo !  by  St  Patrick^ 
Ido!*^  .  ' 

^  Sure  enough  the  ladies  had  both  become 
visible;  for,  roiised  to  recoliectioa-  &7 
the  well-kno^vn  voice,  they  tinveiled^tiiam**: 
selves  at  fbe'saaiie  instant;  and  gazing' 
with  equal  pleasure  and  sin*priflei  9fAte  olF 
tfee  pistol  i«  eieh  luAtti,  they  cried—*'  <5i- 
loria  nofMeksr    Title  D6eiw  h&i 

tfie  poker  In  h)s  handl  aihd  whffe(MlPlBk 
It^cit  fin  ititA  -fh^  titcheii!,  'VtehtHi^d  ''ky 
i^j—^"  Do  you  come  as  *a  friend,  br  an 
*t>en4y,  SJr?'^- ^  ••      --     "■    ^-•*    ''^    ■  '  - 

*'By 
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"  Bv  mv  soul!  Mr.  Doctor^  for  that  flie 
youDgiaan  here  said  ¥r8s  your  nainv^  if  you 
waisn*c  the  friend  of  these  ladies^  yoa 
shouldn't  ask  me  the  question  twice. 
Sblood^  Sir !  do  you  think  any  gentlemaii 
can  be  the  enemy  of  two  such  lovely  crea- 
tures^ and  the  be^t  friends  he  has  in  the 
world  into  the  bar^in  ?** 

**  As  we  are  all  frientls,  so  happily  mef^ 
though  aome  of  u$  a  little  alarmed^  it  must 
be  confirased/'  said  Lady  Arethuaa>  ''  sup- 
pose we  drop  enquiries,  as  to  how  yoii 
came  here>  and  so  forth,  to  look  up  stairs 
a  littlej  as  I  am  confident  I  he^rd  Rebecca 
shriek?"  So  taking  up  the  two  candles^ 
her  Ladyship,  without  ceremony,  ushered 
the  gentlemen  into  her  chamber,  Ilobert»- 
with  hxslanthom  still  lighted,  bringing  up. 
the  rear  of  the  cavalcade.  Rebecca  evi- 
djCiitly  appeared  as  recently  risen^  from  the^ 
bed,  on  which,  indeed,  she  had  actually 
fainted ;  she^ivas  sitting  on  the  side  of  the. 
bed  next  the  door,  holding  ho*  .apron  up, 

tfX 
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fi>  her  forehead;  and  as  her  Ladyship 
entered,  she  breathed  a  most  deep-drawn 
sigh. 

'  '*  Rebecda  !'*  and  her  Ladyship  held  the 
candti^s  towards  her,  "  what  is  the  matter?'* 
"Oh,  my  Lady!  my  Lady  !  Take  care, 
or  they'll  knock  your- brains  but,  as  they 
have  done'mine  \  See  !  how  the  murderers 
have  fractured  my  poor  skull !"  And  taking 
her  apron  from  her  face,  a  dreadful  blow 
was  visible  on  her  forehead,  which  Robert, 
who  had  thrust  himself  forward,  urged  by 
affection  for  the  poor  girl,  attentively  sur- 
veyed, whilst  holding  up  his  lanthorn,  and 
seeing  no  blood,  joyfully  cried  out — '-No, 
no  !  it's  only  a  bump  !  it's  only  a  bump  ! — 
Skull  too  hard  for  em,  thank  God  1 — Where 
be  the  murderers  ?*' 

'•  Aye,  right,  Robert!"  said  her  Lady- 
ghip—'^Whefc  are  they  ?— -What  are  they  ?  '* 

-;  *'  Lord, '  my  Lady  t  they  were  two- 
great,  bigy  murdering  soidiers  f — There, 
was  but  one  in  this  room' when  I  eatne 
in,  and  hit  Mow^d  Out  my  <sattdte ;  so  T 

cried 


jtr  a  KIPS?,  asscch  a  sum  was  iundly  ironh 
pliTiae  :or.  he  thought  he  wouhl  ride 
orer..  and  amcse  himself  for  a  month  at  Sir 
Bcxnarduw  Hiccory's;  and  that  having 
misaed  his  road  when  it  became  dark*  md 
ht  iV3:J  moi  sec  a  greai  1M9  fc/hw  kim,  ht 
was  obliged  to  make  a  ^ger-pmei  of  everj 
honse  he  corM  End,  to  see  whether  he  was 
eoing  right  or  wrong  to  the  Hall,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  stuck  in  a  mighty  private 
comer. 

The  Doctor  then  filled  the  glasses,  say- 
\v,z — "  Health  to  Colond  Doubietf^  on  his 
happy  arrival  I"  and  having  drank,  "  your 
servants  went  to  rest  earlv,  mv  Lndv,  or 
thev  would  have  been  company  for  the 

"  Ser\-antsl"  cried  her  Ladyship,  "  I 
protest  I  never  thought  of  them  in  our 
confusion ;  they  never  could  have  slept 
during  such  a  noise,  surely  ! — Tis  very 
iKid! — It  could  not  be  them  that  alarmed — " 

"  Och !  upon  my  conscience,  it  couldn't 
be  them/my  Lady  ;  for  I  saw  two  big,  fine- 
looking 
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looking  fellows. in  the  Coaates$i[s  Uvery^ 
with  scarcely  a  breath  left  in  theic  :bod]r^ 
running  into  .a  public-house  aji^qut  (wo 
miles  ofT^  where  I  went  to  enquire  liow  ftt 
I  was. out  of  my  road ;  I  am  certain  it  was 
them;  and  if  I  hadn't  been.  S9  silly  ps  tff, 
forget^  I  micbt  have  reniem)}^i;€d  tl^m,^ 
the  timc.V  r  .- .. .      .  .,, 

'*  The  Colonel  may  be  mi$Ukep>  ^ffff, 
4ear.  Lad3^V  said  Miss  Noblevilleji  se^\i)g^ 
}}^er  Ladyship  look  angry;  '^  don't  let,  us 
censure ,  too  soon/'  And  going  to  th^ 
dpor^  she  asked  if  Rpbert  was  in,  the.kit* 
chen  ?  .  Robent  was  just  returned  from  t^q 
stable^  and  going  with  a  mug  in  his  h^.qji 

to  draw  the  Colonel's  servant  some  ale — 

*  •     ^  •   .  '         •    VI    >  '■■  r 

*'  Robert,"  continued  ^he,  re-e.nt^rmg  the 
parlour,  and  the  honest  f^ljpw  following; 
'her,  '^  how  came  her  Ladyship's  servants 
not  to  make  their  appearance  during  ;the 
alarm? — It  surely  was  sufficiently. violent 
to  have  awakened  them.'*    '. 

."   They   miaht  be   fast-rthat  is-r-tney 

mightnHT—thatjs-^Wlw^.Lord.  Mia?  J  whfpit 

.  VOL,  iiu  H  Signifies 
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ir^rtMbs  tenin^  a  lie  Aoat  th«  matter?— 
tlieybe  grme  oot.** 

'7^  Gofie  out!— Whhbut  my  Iteavef— fc 
ftpdtoible?     Could^.^^— •• 
*   *  Lord !    Lord  f  if  I  had  thought  Aitf 
w6u1d  Xra  b^en   the  ease,  Tm  sti'rc  thcV 

iftoxiTdri*f  Aa  iron^.  "  Hon't  ht  angry  wifh* 

em,  my  Ladv,  for  they  be  as  civil  kind  ol 
mim  ks  «V^r  breathed^  do.  Misspeak  a 
^dd'Vonl  fdi-  ^ni ;— Th-6pe  V  ril  dbVrn 
iipoh  *  my  iLiice$  to-  yoU  !'*  arid  dtfWh  litf 
dr6pt,>itli  Itic  rri'iig  uplifted  in  his  hands. 
"  Why,  Lord  f  {he  faiilt'was  all  along  of 
me' and  RebeCcAl  fhe^had  never  been  out 
sny  where  beFore,  though  they  had  been 
/7a:eti  tQ  the  Trail, .  and  Sir  Bcrnardine*s 
valet  be  tjeorjje*^  old  ^ellow-Ser^'ant ;  so 
as  they  seemed  to  have  a  bit  oT  a  hanker- 
injg^  to  see  the  cock-fight,  I  and  Rebecca 
said  that  ijjey  >72oi/f  go  if  they  wou'd,  and 

vie  wbirdsit  lip  Tor'  em,  that  nobodj/  mout 
hear  em  cpnje  in  ;  arid,  so,  to  be  sure,  we 
thought'  fiQ^dj/  . wouM  ;  for  who'd  ha 
ffiought  of  curbed'  cteaerteirs  besetting  its, 

•  just 


\.  ^i. 
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jtj&t  -ill  tTic  nick  of  time !— ^Haiwsortfc? er^ 
ihmk  Godi  and  the  gefitiettuiti  too }  WcSm^ 
wsitt-'firioffjifbii  a  flea  in  thdr/din;  ikn^i 
h9pei9h^ipivt\icmQn:JNill  be  so  g<»od^*t^ 
Sptwkii  for  OS*'*'  Anidi  Robert  raae*.  aiSlik 
si2rdBlhiE>l|ow^  .'  ^ 

i  1^'  UpWtt ^fi^cooscieiice^  larip^ dear  fellDW« 
aft^kach  a  speedh,  yon  doii^  17 ant  a  spe^ 
eiift  ^leakier  at  all  at  all  !-HrBesidiss» :  ^oH 
don't  see  by  the  corner  of  the  lady's  P^^V 
c!{^»e<'iBatt'he 'business  is  doiu^  ali^eady  ;'8o 
yoama^  Tffo  Md  Hlf^yMir  mug,  I  helibf'ti 
for  felth,  tt  niiiBt  lie  dry  by  this  tiine.** 
'  - '^  Ahd  we  ^all  hea^  ho  mwe  of  itimf 
Lady?    Well,  Qbd  Atmighry  bteite  yaut( 
Ladyshi|),  :itid  Miss/  and   the  gentlenuifir. 
and  the  Doctor,  and  all  t  MLbe  hanged'lf  I 
Wou'dn't  father  ha  tost  mjr  place  than  ^j^ 
should,  because  'twas  aJlo or  fault/'    And; 
drawing  the  'back  of  his  *hand  across  (his 
eyes;  the  poor*  fellow*  hastened  out  of  the 
toom/ leavrog  the  tadies  looking  at  the 
Doctor,  withr  eyes 'not  a  little  imqnunlivei  as. 
ti^iapppaMuioa  int  tlieaflkir. 

>i  H  2  *'  It 
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t  '  • 


,'( 'f  It  certainly  is  a  Taub^  ladies^:'*  said  the 
Doctor^  '^but  I  mnst  confess  Ube^rsa  voniiii 
dspect,  and'^as  been  amply  expidted-by  the 
eloquent  deprecation  and  ferrenjt  <2Qntriti«trf 

• 

df  iionest  Robert.:  that  sUcb  an!  asttiiil^ 
should  have  been  made  at  $o  pQCllIil(^« 
jiOncfure^isIpassiDg  strange,  no^'doubtj  and 
yet  I  cannot  perceire  any  thing  of  plot  in 
it.. .-  But: enter  Mrs.  Tacit  vith .  tbe^olo^ 
neiys^ipperr  :;i   -  c  • 

r  .'1  Tacit  I  Tacit !"  repeated:.the  Coland, 
Vhiist  Mn.  Tacit  blti3hed,  and  set  the  sup- 
per on  the  table;  "bad  luck,  to  my  me- 
iwory!  how  often  H  forgets  itself  •!  I  should 
l(now  :that.  name  somewhere ;    yes,  faiths 
9nd  for  somewhat  very  particular  too!" 
.   *'  That  is  a.  very  good  young  woman. 
Colonel,  and  the  daughter  of  a  very  respect- 
able clergyman  sometime  deceased/'  said 
Ladv  Arethusa,.  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Tacit  left 
the  room,  and  whilst  the  Colonel  was  faking 
an  e^g  on  his  plate*     "  I  became  possessed 
of  her  in  a  very  awful  and. interesting  man- 
ner.   The  Countess  and  myselCJkappening 

to 


to  itop  R)r  th;^  night  at  iheGrowh  Vnnyhi 
Rochester,  about  eighteen- Mbnths  ago  r* 
tl\e  Volokel  was  all  attentrort';'  Ae^-satVitK 
his  moilth  Half  open/  a'Ad'half  fulf,  to  thi 
isurprise,  if  liot  enterfamrhent^  bf-afll  inHlite 
room  i  '*  are 'not  the 'eggs*  good,  Cdldnei?^ 
"XjO  on,  ihy  Lady/'  mum'bled  the  Cofd- 
«cZy  "by  way  of  answer.  '         a    .  '  ?  *  ^^r:» 

-  "Whel-ewasr?  bh  V  af  the  Crowti  iniii 
at  Rochester ;wheii  sobti  after  ihidnightj'^e 
were  alarmed  by  the  cry  of  fire!  and  hast-^ 
enihg  down  stairs,  we  saw  poor  Tacit  eh 
dishabille,  who  had  just  been  snatched  from' 
the  flames,  and  *  brought  mt<o  the  *iBn  by- 
somie  gentleman  thdt^ — -j^*^    '       i.''    :'.r^ 

-  The  CaZowrf  made  a  nbise,  wotild'^'trave 
spoke/  but  'could  notj  ti^r  rejtehitijg  the 
kitchen  fire,  he-ensptiid^hfe  ftioU^h){  - atkC 
cried  aloud—"  Twas  '!^  1jj?  thte  H%  P«i-i 
ther!— Twas  I  that  saved  her  !i--'T^Wi4-r*ft«t: 
brought  her  down  theladder  in*  tbesef  ve'r*"' 
arms,  without  the.  devil  of  any  thing  a?all 
Kpbn  her  bat  a  fobs6  bed-goWn  ?"  Attd 
running  Up  to  Mrs.  Tacit,  he  foWed- those 

H  3  'cen/ 
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Viry  mtM  annind  h«r^  and  kissed  her ;  Ibeji 
ttjing — '^  Upon  my  consciencej  Mrs. 
Tacit,  and  I'll  have  a  little  further  cob* 
irersation  with  you  upon  this  same  sub^ 
ject^  before  I  leave  the  country,"  he 
returned  to  the  parlour,  jH*eceded  bj 
the  ladies,  and  the  Doctor,  wiio  had  hast- 
ened to  the  kitchen  at  a  scene  so  strange*  1 
a^/well  as  not  a  little  extravagants  and  ^ 
^etly  resumed  bis  supper;  but  soon 
muttered  to  himself,  yet  loud  enough 
to  be  hcaifd — "  Faith,  PaU  they  say  that 
'  one  good  turn  deserves  another,"  if  vi, 
as  yon  oncg^^  laved  that  good-looking 
creature's  life,  who  knows  but  she  may 
be  .persuaded  to  take  you  for  better 
axul  worsej  and  all  that ;  apd  ,  keep  a 
pretty  good  eye  upon  the  decent  little 
fortune,  that  the  old  lady  has  put  into 
y^Bf  hands ;  by  my  soul  i  'twill  be  bet- 
ter by  half  than  leading  the  queer  kind 
of  life  that  you  have  been  used  to  for 
the  jast  dozen  years ;  for  what  with  one, 
and  what  with — —but  I  beg  pardon  for 

suffering 


1 

I 


sufibring  myself  to  be  so  absent  before 
company^  that  'pon  my  conscience,  I'd 
always  like  to  be  present  with.  To  be 
sure,"  and  -lie  continned  eating,  *'  I 
wasn't  thinking  of  Mrs.  Tacit^  at  all  at  all ! 
By  my  veracity.  Doctor,  I  have  never 
thought  of  that  night  since  the  hour  it 
happened^  but'  my  hetirt  ionged  to  see 
the  pretty  woman  that  stood  at  the  win- 
dow, looking  up  to  Heaven,  with  both 
her  fine  black  eyes,  as  pale  as  a  Cotidon 
beauty  without  a  morsel  of  paint  oh  her 
cheeks.  Faith,  my  Lady,  and  I  owe  you 
a  good  turn  for  recpnciUng  me  to*  Jl&ia. 
Fortune;  so  by  way  of  making  you 
amends,  I  think* I  could  like  to  rob  fiMt 
Ladyship  of  Mr9.\  Tacit.'":  Thea  taking 
a  glass  of  win^j  ''There!"  cripd  hei, 
'^  thank  •  God,  .  and  my  lovely  friendi^ 
tbefe  is  not  a  happier  feUow  now  living !" 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


Wtat  an  impieMion  does  a  gallant  act>  lendercd  at  an  eisen* 
tUl  momentf  makt  on  the  heatt  of  a  ffatcful  woman  t 


On  the  following  txiorning,  as  soon  as 
Fanny  arose,  she  entered  Lady  Arethusa^ 
chftiber  juist  as  her  Ladyship  awakened, 
and  rung  her  bell  for  Mrs.  Tacit:  she  had 
been  ruminating  son^'e  time  on  the  alarm 
of  the  ppecediflg  eVening,  and  •  wanted  to 
communicate  her  ideas.-:— "'  I  canhot  help 
thinking,  my  dear  Lady  Arethusa,  that  Sir 
Bernardine  must  have  been  at  the  bottom 
of  tlie  alarm  last  night.  The  worthy  Doc- 
tor may  not  know  his  disposition  so  well 

y  as 


a?  I  do ;  if  he  has  been  concerned  in*  the 
afiair,  the  discomfiture  will  rather  sharpen, 
his  ardour  for  revenge,  than;Weakieji^\t^  ;  I 
begin  to  wish  we  hadn't  come  to  the  *Cpt- 
lage;  and  shall  not  be  sorry  vrhen  your 
Ladyship  thinks  proper  t<>  r.etur|i  to 
town/*  :•/>::     :   .    :; 

"  When  iny  Ladyship  thinly?  v^ proper  tp 
return  to  town !  ha,  ha>  ha,  hft;!''  riwdr^ttm 
satirical  lady  mimiccd  her  lovetyJGiri^^l 
so  as  to  compel  Mrs.  Tacit  ttTiW^e^tterlho 
window,  that  she  might  $ecfct^  ^ ;  Mlilfit 
**  I  am  really  very  glad,  my :Ae«t,  It^t  ;^C| 
wiU  not  be  sorry ;  because>  although.cjth^ 
sentence  of  profound  wiiB^^qA:^;!!)!^  ]2p}icy 
^vas  spoken  with  a  itiCfal  d^iJ  j4llf|||pf 
nance^  it  certaiidy  ^ugursrWjell  if9M.40^^* 
tain  person^  who  .m^^ist  go^tj^  ^^'^9.if%9r  l^^Y. 
his  respects  tQ  ai^pbtel^i^i.b^ore  bexaji 
with  decency  come  l^ere^  Ha,  hai  Th^re^ 
Tacit,  what  would  you  gi.ve  if  you  coujd 
paint,  yourself  as  readily  as  tpy  lovidy 
friend  f  .  Though,  now  1  i^ecollect^^.  yqi) 
were  tolerably  expeditious. a,t:l^  bu^i^ess 

H  5  '   last 
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hsi  night,  both  >fhen  setting  the-  CcHencVi 
supper  on  the  tablej  and  vrhen  he  saluted 
Toi>  in  the  kitchen.  Nay^  nay  !  you  must 
n<«fefeve  wfe.  Tacit,  until  fhistnighty  cham- 
ipkm.  Who  preserves  women  from '  five; 
»iir4er>  lobb^ry,  and  so  forth^  puts  bis 
threats  in  execution  against  you^  and  €ar< 
riisyou  ivray  to  his  impregnable  castle  in 
tbid  mountains  of  Tipperary.  Ha  !  Come  t 
tfcit  '^€\kn  eb(cellent  attempt !  Why,  I 
^iaXiBitsTaclt,y6xi'w\\\  soon  be  an  adept 
i6'ilMl  sdiMce  of  painting,  if  the  Colonel 
^to^  not  l-un  awoy  vrith  you  in  a  week  or 

<Wfe.^-.      

-  ^' A  week  or  two  !  dear  me  !  how  your 
l^dfMiip  alarms  itoe!'' 
•  -^^Ohhdf!  ii  if  sa,  Mrs.  Tacit!  Well,  welU 
if  i  wiefc  or  two  is  so  very  alarming,  we 
if  ill  unite  in  our  entreaties,  and  crave  his 
int?rcy  for  a  month;  but  seriously  tell  me, 
Ttxcit,  considering  the  personal  obligations 
Which  yow  af^  already  under  to  the  Golo^ 
hel,  that  he  Ka?  now  a  genteel  indepen- 
dency, and  seems  determined  t©  preserve 
.5  ^  "^  i^> 
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ih  Mi  that  I  can  plainly  perceive  he  is 
not  disagreeable  to  fou,  sdiould  he  speak 
seriously  on  the  subject  to  us,  may  we  give 
him  encouragement?  Oh !  that  will  do 
perfectly  Well,  Tacit  r  you  need  hot  say — 
yes>  for  my  sweet  Fanny  did  not  blush 
m^te  assentively  when  she  confessed  that 
^e  did — look  at  the  Marquis  of  LomTy. 
There!  she  is  at  it  again,  positively  !  Why, 
bless  it^e!  my  love,  what  necessity  was 
thereTorMa^^  I  locked  at  your  brother,  I 
€onfessit,and  y^t,  you  see  I  do  hot  blush/* 
Fanny,  6miling>  held-  the  dressrng-glass 
before  her  Ladyship*—"  Indeed !  'Am  I 
guilty,  too !  Then  .we  ai-e  a-set  of  convicted 
criminals,  and  the  sooner'  we  suffer  *the 
punishment  due  to  ouip' crimes,  thesboner 
we  shall  be  reconciled  to  bur  faie.'«*«^o,  do, 
Mre^  !Dfcitj  go  to  4h^  CclcnH*^  >chamber* 
door,  and  tell  him  \kVk^kary  ts  come  CO  an- 
hpunce  breakfast/^.  And  arrangfog  the 
tassete  of  her  moming^^wn,  she  seized 
Fanhy 's  hand,  and  laughingly  fripp^  down 
stairs  to  the  parlour. 
•.  •  •  H  6  The 
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The  Colonel  \vas  there  re^tdy  fQ  M^te 
the  ladies ;,  and  swore  that  they  lopk^ec}  ^ 
xDuch  like  Venus  and  Dian^^  th^y  must  }^ 
two  parts  of  thje  one^  and  as  many  of  the 
other;  though  he  did  npt  inform  them 
that  he  h^d  stolen  five  minutes  cony^rsation 
with  Mrs.  TacU,  only  just  to  tell  her  thatsh^ 
was  his,  by  right  of  preservation  ;  that  he 
had  loved  her  ever  since  he  first  held  hex 
sweet  body  in  his  arips;.aud.  that  if  she 
wouldn't  take  pity  of  hjs  passion  fQr  her, 
and  accept  of  all  he  bad,  and  himself  into 
the  bargain,  bad  luck  to  him  but  he  would 
— •  At  that  inslant,  it  seems.  Lady 
Aretfausa's  bell  had  rung ;  and  Mrs.  Tacit 
\^;fOompi&lled  to  le^ye  her  preserver,  and 
his  speech  unfinished. 

Hen;Xi3dyship's  own  footman,  George/ 
bFO|[ight  in  the  tea-urn,  and  immediately 
apol9gised  for  leaving  the  Cottage  without 
permission;  regretting  that  he  and  his 
iellow-servant  were  not  present  to  appre* 
hei^c^ti^  villains  who  had  dared  to  alarn 

them. 

-^  ■■■-•• 

'*  I  certainly 


LUCKY  JESCABES.  157 

'^  I  certainly  covild  have  vdsh^d  y0u  had 
asked  m'ei. George;  and.I  tru^t  you  would 
still  bar^e  seen  the  cock-match.  However, 
Robett.  and  -we  settled  that  matter  last 
flighty  so  let  :all  further  apology.be  dropt. 
If,  while- we  remain  here>  yoti  wjsh  for  an 
hour  or  tWO>  at  any  time>  give  us  a,  few 
})ours  notice^  and  we  will  be  prepared  for 
your  absence." 

*'  Pray,  George,  was  Sir  Bernardine  at 
the  cock-match  ?'* 

.  '^  Yes,  Miss;  but  he  and  the  Doctor  only 
camemto  theroom  to  seethe  battles;  they 
were  in  the  next  room  all  tbe:rest  of  the 
time." 

^'  'lis  very  strange>  my  Lady*  You 
need  not  wait^  George." 

*'  I  rather  think  the  Doctor  Was;  rights 
my  love.  What  think  you.  Colonel  f  'But 
I  beg  your  pardon.  Sir;  I  should  first  have 
giv^n  you  somewhat  to  think  about.  :  You 
heard  what  the  Doctor  said  last  night;  that 
although  the  alarm  occurred  at  so  criticala 
juncture>;he  could  perceive  no  symptom 

of 
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of  plot  in  it.  'Fanny,  however^  vtho,  I 
must  confess,  reasons  from- ^"xperietie^/  is 
of  a  different  opinion.  Whit  thinkyotf?^ 
♦'  By  St,  Patrick  !  niy  I^dy;  it  isAYiaijr 
to  see  a  pailh  where  you  can  trace  tkofMt*- 
step.  If  Sir  Bet-nardine*t  heart  is  as  crookU 
as  his  head  is  long,  the  devil  his' ownseif 
cannot  trace  all  the  Htile  turnings  and 
windings  in  it.  I  gave  him  up  as  unfa- 
thomable, the  moment  he  sent  the  fine 
young  fellow  to  the  King's  Bench,  for  no 
reason  in  the  world  at  all  at  all !  but  only 
endeavouring  civUly  to  shoot  him  .  for 
daring  to  insult  his. family  \  and  then,  to  be 
sure,  he  didn't  send  him  his  discharge,  with* 
x)ut'any  other  reason  at  all,  but  because  it 
would  be  of  no  use  to  keep  him  there  any 
lohgcr!"    •      . 

•.  "  What  y6ung  fellow  do  you  mean, 
Coitnudr  said  her  Ladphip.  "  Who  did 
be  send  to  prison  for  shooting:  at  hun  ?" 
:  »'  Who  did  he  send !— XVasft't  it  Captain 
Noblev— — -;  bwt,  upon  my ^ conscience, 
I  believe  I  wasjdcfsired  not  to  say  any  thing, 

about 
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about  the  matter ;  therefore,  not  a  s6ul  of 
either  of  you.mmt  know  a  .tktie  ibout  it, 
of  you  will  'have  all  my  sia  of  breach  of 
roxifidetice  to  answer  For;  and  that  was  the 
reason  why  I  would  not  tell  y^u  that  the 
devil  a  foot  wonid  I  suflfer  the  Baronet  to 
stir  out  of  town,  until  I  got  the  discharge 
safeintny^wti  hands,  and  could  take  it  my 
ownself  to  let  the  gentleman  out."  • 

^' Good  God!  Colonel!  and  am  I  obliged 
to  you,  too,  for  the  liberty  of  my  brother  J 
How's^H  I  ever  be  able*  to  thank  you,r  for 

m 

rendering  nie  so  essential  a  service  ?^'  \. 

Lady  Arethusa  would  not  trust  herself 
with  a  word  oh  the  subject;  but  she  looked 
the  most  •expressive  gratitude,  and  thought 
a  great  deal;  •  . 

''By  doing  me  the  favour.  Madam;:  to 
!6y  nothing  at  all  about  the  matter;  for, 
iifk>n  my  conscience,  the  least  that  ij  said 
about  it,  is  the  best;  as  if  Lhad  not  pro* 
cored  the.  sweet  fellow  his  liberty^  .  bf 
couldn't  have  embarked  in  the  secret  e^pet 
'liition ;  .and  if  be  bad  not^one  out  in' the 
'.^  secret 
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secret  expedition,  he  could,  not  hate  bees 
in  the  great  battle  with  our  graind  ally."   « 

^'  Battle  with  our  grand  ally  !"  said  laidy 
Arethusa.  '^  Are  y oil  sure  there  h^s  been 
a  battle.  Colonel?  I  understood  that  the 
secret  expedition  was  returning  home 
without  having  struck  a  single  blow."  . 

''  So  the  newspaper  said^  where  I  dined 
yesterday,  my  Lady.  Oeh !  bad  luck  to 
the  paper,  if  it  makes  your  Ladyship  change 
colour  so  !  and  the  devil  a  word  of  truth 
will  I  believe  there  was  in  th^  whole  of  it, 
at  all  at  all !  But  suppose,  only  for  a  mo- 
ment's conversation,  that  there  had  been  a 
battle,  and  a  big  battle  too  !  by  way  of  a 
little  diversion,  what  then  ?  Though  many 
are  fired  at,  few  may  be  killed  1  the  ball 
that  is  not  specially  sent,  will  never  make 
any  one's  heart  repent ! — A  regiitient  may 
stand  the  brunt  of  an  engagement,  and  the 
devil  a  man  be  lost  !r— ^He  whose  .hours  are 
not  numbered  £or  this  year,  can't  be  killed 

to-^y  !— And " 

« 

"  Ah,  my  dear  Colonel !  your  ;old  sam 

are 


a  grciit  battle  isr  a  'destmctWe  thmg;  tione 
ekn  rfeny.  I  mrfeirStbbd^fi^iTii  the  Doctbt 
2a^  nighty  f^at  thd  ^{jedhibh  was  hot  oiiiy 
i^tttratnj^;  iMit'^sidon  Mpect^i  'Nrfy>  iaif 
sweet  girl>  there  -is  ho  rietessity^  tot  y.ofl  *tb 
chaise  c<$loiir  ttoo  !---n  Jr  caA' Ve  say  potsii* 
lively  >wMch  of  tfce  two  accbilnta  iSi  authen- 
tic';buti  lb-  a  certa)iity^  t}ief  dAfTtt'  Ytrj 
widely  inffeedi  in  th&ir  hnJ)orti  •'• 

"  Yes,  faith,  iny*Lady,  and  ray -news  is 

4he  least  to  be  relied  on,  depend  dn^t ;  for 

mine  was  picked  from  (he  neWpajifers >  aihd 

the  manufacturers  of  them,  youCIenow^  ray 

idear  Miss   NdbleYi^lle,''^wiU   pieb  up  an;^ 

afory  ^O'trim^  a  column  with. -^^Uplon  ray 

'<klnsci6neeyJf  I*  were'the  King^  arid-  the 

-IjOi-dR;  and  the  Gomrnons;*  and  weweret^H 

-iof  otle-  mind,  bad  luck  to  tne !  if  I  Wouldn't 

make  it  high^lreasonfor  a  printer  to  thtnist 

alfttle  dirty  paragraph  itito  the  nook  of  k 

-Atewspaper,  that  shbiiH  draw  a  tiear  from 

the  eyes  of  any  w6mat>,  and  much  *  more 

-  firom  sudi  as  loioih  yours';  so-  stick  to  the 

Doctors 


t  -  • 
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CHAP,  xviir. 


What  ft  sttioge  penrenttjr  9i  dnposition  hai  Kature  iis* 
ptanted  in  the  minds  of  tome  fnai»  who>  if  foiled  in  in  it- 
tempty  however  iniqaitous*  feel  themtelvet  the  more  Istciudjr 
goaded  to  a  repetition  of  it  t 


The  Baronet  havinp:  drank  more  Port  at 
Simpson's  than  usual,  not  only  to  drown 
the  thoughts  of  his  own  disappointment, 
but  to  assist  in  drowning  those  of  Mr. 
M-'Mahon,  %vho  was  to  the  full  as  much 
mortified  as  himself,  at  the  alarm  raised  by 
Rebecca,,  and  who  had  wrought  himself  up 
to  such  a  pitch  of  expectation^  as,  after 
tbey  had  silenced  the  poor  girl  by  the 
'    •'*•  blow 


Tu^ipo;.,c|a  th)^  party ^.I^e^ow^  and  settiing, 
V'i!?>^ft^^f^!«E^Q9<^f  ^c  rTii^  Baronet,;  finding; 

from  the  wine  be  had  taken,  was  iappj,,^ 
«pe  ;.!tteTt3r«Wg  J  J^oc*«»*  1^*"©^%. ;  ;**  his 

i^RTH^^rtf  i^^cwnn^ye  -^^  .^'-ea^Ii.  Q.f  the, 
ypRngplpaft^  V!BitSF>ni»4e>  ihaip^sDroe.  a^di-^ 
tJpftl  l!5^ithi^TbiIli.,jat}4  j5uph[.;^fXy3^oj|tter,: 

.  ,VVftq?.-*.§ljgh$  qc^njipi^ti^n.  pj»  :,fe,brire 
hf^tiii(ff|^abje,  nervei^^ajid  some  .other  Ijittle^ 
ijie^t^aJLr^einar^s*  jpp  hr(?r>|^)iyship  t^ujit-. 
ting  the  parlour,  the  conversation  tjuw?jE^j 

inst^tl;  :to,rthA  t^^^ii' '  ?(  ^^f  .rSF^Pt^'^S 
evening ;.  Spv^xhe  murderin§.(iesnter&i,viho. 

J 

SD. roughly  treatp4  poor.Refeecca,  were.ftc- 
faally.Sir  Bernardij^e^a^ud  the  ;y|Q^jlg  «dp^^ 
tor,  his  docile, pupil.,,    ;.,  ,  .,  .    ,   .,  ,   '.j;^,^, 

» 

.-V  ^a^-)laJ  bajj;  ha!'^  laughed, the  fiarqnetr, 
''  Now  tdl  me  hpi^e^lj^jiny  dear  JM'Mah.oi)^' 
was  that  sigh  for,i5i^ig^V^pj^>.inted  i^iajj^: 

lovely 


lo^y  Tady  Aretftiisi  Belmbiff'/'or-fbr  the 
scratch  you  recctTed'«i  l!ic  tSUn,  \lihttt 
aicrainbliiig  tyver  the  pafq  x^ooiifeiiirfeitfy 
fast,  that^M  rettrnk^tf^e  bf  lElta^ii^^ 

♦6u*"i  ''^  '  ■  '■  ^  '  '•'''  -^  •  "^  -  '  ^' '  "-^^^ 
'^Up61l  wy  ioniwiip,  SiV  Betivii^e/T 
would  not  IiafreTifintfed  if  f  Hftdt'scfMECetf 
my  leg  aswdl  aJsinfy  irffir/'^thijt  after  j>fo^ 
ttcdmg  so  fir '^  It  btir  ffblic,  we^*1ia8  ao^ 
beeti  dn:^^}n{^  ^f  lasf.  By  the  Hct^* 
venly"ey^*<jF'h€rtltiinV  ladysfctp'!  wMm' 
my  heart  danced  at  so^'^wKilst  pe^pinig* 
through  the  crevice  of  the  window-shfuf ter, 
I  had  rather  have  engaged  the  i^hole*  tif 
the  party  mvseJf,  thati  harre  left  flrefirfdso' 
hisnV!'"   •  .       •       -     ! 

•'  Ha,  hfa,  ha,   ha  !  Excuse  hiylalighter, 
my    dear  ^fellow;   bnt,    upcm- thy  ^oiil,  T' 
shall  never  forget  your  looTc,   as  'if  deHhe^* 
rattriip: — ^shall    I    jno? 'or    sHall    I    stav  ?' 

■ 

while  the  poor  girl  was  staggering  back* 
upon  the  bed,*  if  1  li^'e  these  *htimlred 
years!  and  yet  b^Hiiiiie'fHe,  my  friend,  I 
am  full  irf-mirh  Tbkctf  jis'yoiins'd      for  it' 

was 


^'a*  dvKlent;  by  tKfeir  silence  on  Ifte  iiib- 
j^t^  tfcaf  the  footmen^  had  feft  the  hifese  * 
aHSi't:  *otiHn't  Wonder  if  the  b^  Wjis  rtAfg' 
by  the  Doctor's  iSieifVirtt/aS^y^ 
deffed  ihe'hoi^^it'efeven';  if  that  'were 
rrtllythe'fcatfift;  pf^^^  is'W  Wcri^^  We* 
could  have'ttiafnaged  tfii/  t^libte^  j^y  i;'at 
all  cvenis,  bar  d6ti1[)1i6-ii&i4^tt^d "  ^Wtols 
woii)d  have  ^ciired  out'  rctrcfit ;  and  Aef* 
red  coats  and  black  crape,  make  so'cotti- 
plete  a  dftgiiise^  tbat  discovery  is  impos* 
^\e.**  ''•  ■    ' '    '  ■ 

•'Impossible!  yes,  tipon  my  hotioar  iif 
is  impossible; indeed;  for  when  I  looked  af 
ihyself  in  tire  large  pier-glass,  by'the  pow- 
ers of  beauty !  I  shouldn't  have  knowh  it^ 
vras  my  bwnselF,  only  that  I  was  pretty^ 
positive  there  were  only  yoti  arid '  1  and^ 
myself  in  the  room.  I  hope  the  cbats  aiid' 
tbe  sciding-ltidder,  and  all  tKfe' thibgs,^  ai^ 
snti^  in  the  ioppice ;  and  tliat  we  isfSlf'be' 
after  trying  them  again  ih  a  night 'Witwtft • 
mywhotesdtil^s'bent  upon  the  execnfion  dP 
tfeTrolic,  Sir!Bemat*n^;:  Ifke^tfeht  bf'-h'cf 
'."*  Ladyship, 
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Ladyship^  ^'hen,  leaning  back  in  her  c1iair« 
has  fired  .me  all;  over,  and  some  how  at 
otber>  Imu/^^bo  satisfied,  if  I  get  another 

scratch,  .px^omewhat  worj|e/' ... 

«   f  --    -  •  .■    .    .  . 

''Yes,,  yes,  mY.dear^jDeUQw!  the  things 
^re  all  jSaf?,..b«  ^^^rctd ;,  but  before  ive 
ventur^^,;|.sQ.c^lidl  tjl|^c/it  will  be  necessary 
to  learn  if  apy^^jsitprs  did  actually  arrive; 
4id   you  .  think.,  of  asking    Doctor    Sib-- 

thprper'     :    ,         . 

'Mndeed  and  \  di4«  Sir  Bernardine;  but 
he  recollected  having  left  somewhat  up 
s^irs.\yhich  he  had  forgoty  and  didn't  re- 
turn while  I  remained  in  the  parlour." 

'*  Well  well,  I  will  endeavour  to  obtain, 
the  necessary  intelligence  in  the  course  of, 
the  day  ;  for  believe  me^  my  dear  fellow,  L 
h^ven't  forgot  the  precious  peep  we  took,. 
np^Jhe  be\yitching  faces,  we  saw;  which, 
by  the  bye,  the  old  Doctor  seemed  to  vie\y 
\)f^th3^mju)5h.  indifference,  as  if  they  had 
h^en.pa4n tings.:  Oh,  M'Ma.hon  !  hadthercj 
been  only  us  .four, in  the  l^p use-:— gods!, 
but. let  us  not  despair.;  ^urs  they  shall  be» 
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Hy  some  means  or  other>  or  we  will  set  thd 
house  on  fire,  and  seize  them  from  the 
midst  of  the  flames.     Well- — • ! " 

"  Colonel  Doubletts  is  at  the  dodr  ort 
hbrseback^  Sir  Berriarclin^." 

*'  Colonel  Doubletts !  Sdeath !  how  un- 
lUcky  !     Did  you  say  I  was  at  home?" 

'^You  didn't  ordferme  to  deny  yon.  Sir 
Bernardine!''  «. 

''I  khow— t  know — Well— Stleat-h  !~ 
Shew  hida  in.  The  Colonel  is  a  coUntrv- 
titan  of  your's,  rby  dear  M'Mahon ;  but  it 
may  be  prudent  to  speak  with,  caution 
before  him,  as,  if  I  am  notmistakenyhe  is  a 
little  in  the  interest  of  the  ladie&Z' 

*^  Ha !  my  dear  Colonel  I  welcome  to 
Hiccory-hall !  There  are  few  men  on  earth, 
the  sight  of  whom  would  have  given  me  so  ' 

■ 

milch  pleasure  as  yourself.  Suffer  me  to 
introduce  my  friend  to  yoti,  Mr.  M'Mahoii, 
a  worthy  countryman  of  your's.  Colonel, 
and  high  in  the  medical  profession.  Mr, 
M'Mahon,  I  hive  the  honour  to  announce 
C0lonel  Doubletts  to  you ;  a  gentleman  too 
VOL.  iij.  t  highly 
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highly  esteemed  by  the  polite  world  not  to 
be  universally  known;  and  of  manners 
too  engaging  not  to  be  vniveraally  ad- 
in  i  red." 

The  Colonel,  ever  the  willing  dupe 
of  flattery,  having  gone  through  the  cere- 
mony of  introduction .  with  the  young 
doctor^  took  his  seat ;  and  highly  pleased 
with. his  reception  by  the  Bsironet>  was 
anticipating  the  happy  days  be  might 
enjoyj  in  alternate  visits  between  the  Uall 
and  the  Cottage,  when  Sir  Bernardine 
interrupted  his  little  reverie,  by  asking 
him  when  he  left  Bath  ? 

''  When  did  I  leave  Bath !  Faith,  and 
I  left  it  the  very  day  after  the  night  that 
Lord  Limp  got  his.  terrible  tumble;  and 
that  was  Tuesday,  I  think." 

*'  His  Lordship  did  not  hurt  himself 
much,  I  hope.  Colonel.  Where  did  he 
fall?" 

"  Upon  my  conscience  he  limped'  worse 
than   ever,  for  all   that,  aft^  he  got  his 

tumble^  though  he  had  not  so  much  to 

carry 


c^rry  by  forty  thoiisiind  pounds  at  least ! 
1  need  not  tell  you  noW,  my  dear  friend, 
that  he  tript  over  an  ugly  foot  of  the 
hazard-table.  And  faiVh,  it  wasn't  a  very 
easy  fall  that  Sir  j^rilliant  Golconda  got 
the  S2tmt  evening;  but  he  seemed  to 
take  rt  wiy  qutetly,  as  ^  vote  from  his 
friends  t6  resome  his  oldi  situation  in  the 
-east,  for  a  yea*  6rlwo  will  bring  him  round 
as  well  afsf  ever ;  thonagh  ).  am  sadly  afraid 
"poof  Lcird  Eirap  will  hodblk  isM  the  days, 
of  Ms  lifei" 

'^•rhen,  I  presumlfe,  <!!oJbnel,  you  took 
t:harge  of  tomt  of  the  load^\ 

"  By  my  sodl !  and  it  wasiPt  without 
a  great  deal  of  difficnfty  neither,  that  I 
got  a  peep  at  the  table^  at  all  at  all !  and 
at  last  was  obliged  to  poke  my  head  undef 
the  arm  of  the  Duke  of  Deuceace,  before 
1  could  get  a  chance  for  the  first  thou- 
isand;  however,  when  I  owce  got  in,  to 
be  sure  it  wouldn't  have  been  an  easy 
matter  to  have  got  me  out  again  i  so  I 
made  up  tolerably  well  for  lost  time." 

1  2  -'  If 


1:  7"--  -^-'^  Biih  ca  Wcdnesdaj,  mt 
6c:-r  C^otiri,    you  did  not  harry  your- 

'•  Oh  CO !  botbrr  aH  hurry  *  A  gen- 
r*ir2a  Lhcuid  ceTer  j;at  himself  la  a 
iiir-^.  Sir  Bemaixiine^  except  wheo  be 
£i:c5  thai  h:s  Kstch  has  deceived  binij 
zr.d  be  is  len  minutes  larer  on  an  appoinl- 
Tr.cjTtX  of  hoDoir-  than  be  ou^ht  to  be. 
Thor^r'i  afier  loan^r  -rnvself  for  tvo  houis 
l£.si  evening,  with  the  King's  high  road 
i>efcne  inc  all  the  while,  I  was  undn* 
Tie  r-ecessity-  of  making  a  KtUe  haste, 
:r.  cr;3er  to  be  here  before  bed-time,. 
v'-.ijh  I  might  have  been  able  to  accom- 
pl'ih  indeed,  if  sonie  villainb  hadn't  stopt 
ra?,  ;i:si  when  I  was  asking  bow  far  I  had 
to  -o!'- 

••*  Sropt  yoc,  Ccloml !  I  hope  you  were 
not  robbed?" 

••  riotbed  !  no;  ncr  stopt  neither:  by 
riy  scv/: !  if  the  rascals  had  come  to  mc, 
I  ;.v:i*.;K7  have  recommended  a  little 
ariicle   to   them.,    that  should  have    kept 

them 
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idem  as  quiet  as  lambs  all  the  days  of 
their  !ives>  if  they  had  lived  so  long' 
after  takins:  it." 

*'  I  understood,  my  dear  friend,  that 
some  villains  had  stopt  you,  just  as  ybir 
were  enquiring  how  far  you  had  to 
go. 

"  You  were  perfectly  right.  Sir  Ber- 
nardine ;  but  they  stopped  me,  only 
because  they  wouldn't  let  nie  go  on. 
Bad  luck  to  them  !  they  made  the  ladies 
of  the  Cottage  squall  so,  that  I  was 
oblfged  to  leap  from  my  horse  and  take 
my  little  botliercrs  in  my  hand;  when' 
the  devih  a  soul  was  there  after  all !  for 
the  ugly  ruffians  ran  out  at  the  same  door 
they  came  in  at,  and  leapt  from  the  win- 
dow into-  the  gaixlen,  after  whispering 
the  poor  girl  to  be  quiet,  with  a  terrible^ 
thump  on  the  head,  which  left  a  mark-" 
behind    it    as   big    as   a    tolerable   sized^ 

*'  You,  Colonel!  Was  it  you  that  rang: 
so  loud   at  the  bell?"  cried  Sir  Bernar- 

I  3  dine^, 
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dine^    though    he    could    have    bit    hid. 
tongue   off  for  its  imprudeoce. 

^'  You  will  now.  Sir  Bernardine,  al- 
low that  I  was  right/' 

The  Baronet  smiled. 

"  Upon  my  conscience,  and  it  was 
I  that  did  pull  hard  at  the  bell,  because 
I  wasn't  in  haste,  as  I  told  you  before. 
But  I  see  that  the  little  aflair  has  got 
here  before  me,  though  I  thought  to 
have  been  the  bearer  of  the  whol^  of 
it.  By  St.  Patrick !  I  always  found  the- 
news  fled  mighty  fast  in  'London;  no 
wonder  then^  that  it  should  fly  so  much 
faster  here,  where  there  are  no  houses, 
to  stop  its  progress." 

Sir  Bernardine  smiled  significantly  at 
Mr.  M'Mahon  ;  both,  indeed,  were  much 
pleaded  that  the  purport  of  their  inad- 
vertent speeches  wss  not  full .  conceived. 
And  Lady  Hiccory  entering  the  room, 
the  ceremony  of  introduction  to  her 
Ladyship  put  a  stop  to  the  conversa- 
tion. 

CITAP.. 


mcKt  ^0NMJih  ^-9 
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fi%  natore  a(>pear  in  oar  flewspipert,  without  a  shadow  tif 
< truth  to  support  them,  is  there  not  a  culfMbility  in  jpeople  oC 
understanding  saffering  themselves  to  be  suddenly  elevated^  or- 
4i^rcssec^,  by  such  aitlcles,  -unless  communicated  officially  ?** 

T^iB  CWdweZ  had  hot  left  tTie  Cottage  liiuch^ 
fco^e  than  an  hour,  when  the  footman 
Jfroiight  the  paper  from  the  post-office, 
jHit  fto  letter.  The  silence  of  Captain^ 
NobleVille,  both  the  ladies  readily  agre6d> 
aragtired  no  good.  If  the  army  wefe  or- 
dered hbfne,  why  not  write  to  tell  his  sif- 
ter he  might  soon  be  expected  ?     They, 

I  4  each 
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rach  of  them,  declined  looking  at  the- 
paper  for  some  time^  until  downright 
female  curiosity  goaded  them  to  it, 
Fanny  at  length  took  it  up^  and  at  th# 
head  of  the  postscript,  read  as  follc/ws— 
"  We  have  some   hope  that   the  melanr 

choly   rumours   of ''     Lady   Arethus* 

turned  pale. — "  Til  read  no  further,  my 
dear  Lady  !  Let  us  wait  patiently  untit 
the  next  post;  we  may  then  have  let^ 
ters,.  or  if  not,  we  cannot  have  a  paper 
with  a  more  inauspicious  commcBce^ 
n\ent   than   this  ominous  thing  !" 

''  It  has  certainly  a  very  gloomy  be- 
ginning^, ray  dear,  I  must  confess;  yet 
I  cannot  help  wishing  to  hear  the  whole 
of  it:  it  cannot  become  worse  merely 
for  being  perused  by  us;  and  if  the 
news  be  really  bad,  it  will  soon  reach 
us  by  some  other  means,  depend  upon  it. 
I  will  not  give  you  the  pala  of  reading 
it  audibly;  I  will  cast  my  eye  over  it 
myself."  Iler  Ladyship  then  took  up 
the  paper,   and  read — *^  We  have   some 

hope 
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fiope  that  the   melancholy  news  of  this; 
nyomin^,  relative   to   the    defeat   of  our 
grand   ally,   and   the  dreadful  carnage  of* 
our  troops  ■       "     The  paper  dropt  from, 
her  liand ;  she  was  seized  with  a  violent 
trembling- — clasped    her    hands    together, 
and   fervently   exclaimed — "  Oh,  God  of 
all    mankind!    how   infinitely    must    thy 
dpead   vengeance   fall     on    the   execrable 
tyrant  who  is  the  impious  cause  of  such 
h(>rrid  devastation!"     Then  bursting  into 
a  paroxysm  of  tears,  she  happily  relieved 
her    heart    from'   a    sudden     oppression, 
which  otherwise  might  have  proved  fatal- 
to   her ;    whilst  Fanny,  with   a   fortitude- 
truly   admirable,    not  only    stemmed   the 
torrent  of  her  own  anguish^  but  soothed, 
hor  amiable  friend,  with  a  fervor  equally 
teiader  and  infliienciDg. 

Yet,  spite  of  the  tt^nder  attention    of' 
Miss  Nobleville,.  the  effect   of  the   sillj,, 
gloomy,    unfounded    paragraph,     was    so 
violent,  as  absolutely  to  create  an   indis- 
position, which  during  the  whole  of  the: 

1.3  dajT. 
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^rp.  trai  fi»  u:feiixg6are  was  from 
z  fr^irr  £9:r  z  op  Caiane!  vith  dispaccbcs^ 
:t-r    GoTcnuccot,    acd    that    the    p^r 
«ezl3.   =o   coHor,   confirm   it   ia  a  (mj 
c  7  ru-o.  V  hich  w«s  acfusllr  ihc  case ;  for 
ca  tre   ifa:rd  dav,  whea    the  I>ocror  hsd. 
rLsf-i   ber  spirits  2   little,  acd   had   ?ot 
r  f  r  cc^i!  10  the  panour  again,  the  Colo^ 
r.u   cc TPred  ri>€  room.     He   had  been  r 
] :r:ie  indi'posed    with  a   cold,   which  he. 
T.iesded  as  an    apoloey   fcr  not  calling 
*:-cr.fr:  nrd   ob.servinTf   the  alteration  in 
her   LiJy'ih::}  since  he  left  the  Cottage, 
S»   rL'nir.e   absolutelv  vexed. 

*  T-'d  iuck  to  the  rascals  that  alarmed 
V  J.:  so  lire  other  night,  ladies  I  for,  upon 
:-:v  :or:>rience,  vou  don't  look  a  bit  the 
rcrier  fcr  it.  either  of  vou.  But  voiir 
ir:c;5h;p,  och  I  sblood!  if  I  could  get 
hold  cf  one  of  the  rascals,  to  be  sure 
T  voiilcn't  mnke  all  of  them  repent  such 
;!;r.innncrly    visit    as    long  as    they 

lived; 
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lived ;    yes,    faith,   and   their  whi^ering-; 
the  poor  girl  to  bie  quiet;  whh  an  ugly 
thump  of  the  head    into   the    bargain^*"'' 
Miss  Nobleville,  whbse  heart  had  really 
sympathised   with  her  frietid,  and  whose* 
spirits  had  become^  elated  at  h^r  appear- 
ance down   stairs,  tcftd  the-  Colonel  thiat 
she    apprehended    hte    tiewspapi^r    par*-- 
graph    had    proVed    tnore   p'rejudici^l  tb  ♦ 
Lady  Arethusa,   than   twenty  siiith  alisii^i^'^ 
would. 

.  ''  Bad  luck  to  the  papw,  and  W  ffier^ 
Writer  and  all  V  "But,  upon  n\y  coiisdie'nce;  ^ 
I  believe  I  /n^ist  btg  their  pardOA  ^  fhfes  ^ 
time,  because^  you  see;  rty  sweet  fedies>« 
they  have  altered  their  notes,  afld  sln^: 
quite  anoti^^r  tune.  Bother  thi^  bit  ^f* 
printed  hotisense  !  where  is  it  P  Tth  suVe  * 
I  put  it  safe  ih  my  pocket !  Och  !  hfere : 
it  is,  as  blaek  a^  ink!  you  may  ride ^ 
fall  gallop  and  read  it !  '  Didn't  I  teH  you  ^^ 
rd  bring  you  a  bit  of  good  AeWs  the 
niexi  time  I  came?  ye«,  faith,  and  I'' 
didn't  make   it   mvself  nelthi^r :  't^v*al  ^11-^ 

I  6  r  rendy . 


180  LUCKY    ESCi^PESk 

ready  done  to  my  hand !  so  I  whipt  it 
into  my  pocket,  on   purpose  to   amuse 
you   for  a   moment;  there  it  is!  take  it. 
to  yourselves^  and  if  it  "pleases  you^  may 
the  devil  take  him  who  brings  any  thing* 
that  won't!" 

Lady  Arethusa  rcceiTed  the  paper  from, 
the  Colonel.  The  postscript  was  the  first 
object  that  met  her  eye. — She  smiled,. 
and  blushed. 

'*  By  my  soul !  your  Ladyship  has  got 
it  at  last,  I  perceive !  Upon  my  conscience,- 
and  I'll  have  that  paper  very  handsomely 
framed  and  glazed,  for  it  is  the  prettiest 
facc-painicr  that  ever  I  saw  in  all  my 
r.fe  !  yes,  faith,  and  it  isn'J  a  bad  thing 
fGr  sparkling  theeyesa  bit  neither.  Och! 
to  be  sure  !  and  the  news  doesn't  please 
MiiS  Noblcviile,  at  all  at  all  !  Well,  ladies, 
as  vou  seem  to  be  in  su-ch  very  as][reeable 
companv.  Til  leave  you  all  three  together 
for  a  few  moments,  whilst  I  step  into 
the  garden  to  Mrs.  Tacit,  just  to  whisper 
a  lilllc  bit  of  news  to   her  too/'    And 

the 
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the  Colonel  walked  with  Mrs.  Tacit  nearly 
a  quarter  of  ah  hour,  leaving  the  ladies 
in  exquisite  harmony  with  each  other, 
with  the  newspaper,,  with  the  Colonel, 
and  with  all  the  world,  except  the  Baro- 
net, whom  they  could  not  avert  their 
suspicions  from,  as  to  the  cause  of  alarra> 
though  appearances  were  certainly  some- 
what in   his   favour. 

On  the  re-entrance  of  the  Colonel, 
after  joking  with  the  ladies  a  Kt tie  fur- 
ther, on  the  happy  influence  of  a  com-  * 
fortable  morsel  of  intelligence,  he  as- 
sumed a  more  serious  aspect;  and  after  . 
hemmino;  two  or  three  times,  felt  the 
subject  he  was  to  enter  on  of  so  comical 
a  nature,  that  he  hardly  knew  at  wJiich 
end  to  bej^in.  Hemming  again,  he  made 
another  efTori  to  speak  ;  but  catching  an 
arch  look  from  her  Ladyship,  he  felt  his 
ideas  so  awkwardly  deranged,  that  he 
actually  blushed ;  and  Eanny  could  not 
restrain   a  smile. 

'' Ua,  ha,   ha,  ba!''  laughed  her  Lady- 
ship. 


ship.  "  Why,  Colonel!  instead  of  com-^ 
municsring  favoarable  news  to  Mrs.  Tacit,. 
one  would  be  inclined  to  think  she  had- 
convened  most  melancholy  intelligenc^ 
to  vou !" 

m 

"  Upon  my  conscience,  that  same  news- 
paper  has  made   a   little  scitch   of  your 
Ladyship !    and   those  who   look  at  voa 
ought  to  cross  themselves,  that  they  may 
not   be   led   into  temptation  !    But  \sh:iU 
sfgnines    bothering    about     the     matter? 
'  Murder  will  out/  thev   sav  ;  a-id  wed- 
c;:n^   t^ill    sp?ak   for  themselves,  if  they 
are  not  spoken  for  beforehand ;  so    I  mnv 
as  well   tell   at  once,  all  about  ir,   ladies, 
how  the  ^ood-naturcd  Mrs.  7nnt  and  I — 
that  is,   -Mrs,    Tacit— I    n:ean — bother! — 
faith,  and  I  begin  to  think  I  hardly  know ' 
what  I  mean  1     Och  !   do  have  the  <rood- 
ness  to   turn  vour  little  cunnins-lookinjr 
faces  the  other  way,  and   Til   tell  you  all 
about  the  matter  in  a   minute;  how  Mi-s. 
Tacit  and  I  have  agreed  together,   that  I : 
am  to  give  her  a  kiss  in  the  church  next ; 

Sunday.- 
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Sunday  before  the  parscmfe-ovmsdf !  and- 
make  her  forget  the   name   of   Tacit  as 
long  as  shiB  Hv€fS;*  Aat  is,  if  yxrar  Lady- 
ship  will  accept   of  both    our    services 
together,   for   the   devil   a   foot   will  she*^ 
stir  from  yotr,  trll  you  go  to  towtt  and^ 
provide  yourself  with  another  attendant  r 
no;  nor  she  won't  marry  me  on  Sunday 
neither,  utrless  yoit  will  b^  answ^ra-ble  for^ 
the  consent  of  the  Countess/' 

Ladv  Aretfawsa  had  found  mtich  diffi- 
culty  to  avoid  laughing-  at  the  Colonel,  in 
the  midst'  of "  his  ard^ioirs  iffpheech.  The  ^ 
gratitude  of  Mr*.  3T7(^rt,  however,  in  re- 
fusing to  accept*  of  such  a  malcliy  vfiih- 
out  the  consent  of  the  Countess  and  hery 
affected  her  not  a.little;  she  could,  there- 
fbre,  asswme-a  serious  countenance,;  ^vhilst  * 

taking  the  Colonel  by  the  hand,  she -said 

'^  I  am  rather  fearful,  Sir,  that  the  Countess 
wouldnot  readily  consent  to  my  waiting- 
woman  wedding'  with  Colonel  Dovblette, 
ho wevet  great  her  merit  may  be;  but  I 
am  confident,  she  will  cheerfully  jpia  us 

in 


4       W     > 


r    - 


:?*  irrsT 

3    :":-:::t2rai:  ycu   on  your  union  witb 
'^     rWsT^i:    Tor  3S    such.    Colonel,    vour 

1 -e  C*:'.oreI  raised  her  Lady^ips  faanJ 
:.-  h':?  -!rt5 — *  No.  bv  xav  soul!  voa  shan't 
£?-!  :>e  rneric-s  r2!^d[  ih2t  has  made  me- 
5  J-  LiL^yv.  bv  x-vinc  r^.c  ihe  woman  I  shall 
"^-  f  ^r.  r:v  hfir:."     Ar  i  stopping  a  tear 
w^i   irivkling   down    his   cheek,    he 
V  -.vrhcrcw  to  the  window. 
Ker  Lsvivihip   rar.g  the    beii  for  Mrs. 
J^*::,   vho   ir.?:r.ec5i,::eiy  entered,   blazing. 
•...':    :o:is::.v^;s  sj::csio:i. — ''  Mrs.    Tacit, 
:.:  h.v/r:::i:<s  wi!i  ever  add  to  mine,  be 
i.r:/:  ir./:    thrit   niv    lovelv  friend  will 
1  0  ck--;.!/"  >^pl>v,  if  she  c?.n   in  the  least 
CvC.vj    :^rv  iViOie  ir.    1  c!r.re  avow,   and  I 
.-.  ;t    <•  fc     y. :.     v:;!    readily     believe.     I 
A-.l-   «:.~..:d:vi!y   confess,  1  srtall   not  like  to 
\^M?  y.-^iir  co!r'\ir.y   whiie  we  remain  in 
TO  c:^::i:trv  :  i::-r  I  must  inform  vou,  veil 
a;e   :.o  L  r::cr  ny  attendr;nt,  iJrs.    T.icit; 
ho::.*cfcrwaiJ.,  yoi:  arc  wholly  mjj  friend, 
:.:\1  the  vrsitor   of  n^y  dc*"u:  Miss  XoLle- 

vi!Ie. 
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vilfe.  Colonel  Doubletts,  I  will  enjoy  -fhe 
felicity  of  introducrng  my  friend,  Mrs.  Ta^ 
city  whom  I  will  venture  to  recommend  to 
jour  heart,  as  a  treasure  of  no  small 
estimation,  I  assure  jou."  Her  Ladyship 
then  introduced  her  to  Fanny;  whca 
quite  overpowered  with  such  angelic  good- 
ness, and  unable  Longer  to  support  sa 
sudden  a  change  of  fortui^e  with  her 
usual  equanimity  of  mind>  she  burst  into 
tears;  and  leaning  her  head  on  the  should 
der  of  Miss  Nobleville,  softly  murmured 
— ^'  Oh  God !  to  your  will,  my  blessed 
parent  (aught  me  that  it  was  my  diity  to« 
slibmit !  Support  me  under  this  load  of 
felicity  \  and  suffer  me  not  to  center  my 
happiness  wholly  on  earth  !  You  are  ray 
guide  !  my  preserver  !  To  you  shall  ever 
be  my  first  and  last  appeal  K' 

It  would  be  difficult  to  express  the  Cb/a- 
neVs  feelings  at  such  marked  and  honour- 
able attention,  conferred  by  the  ladies  oa 
ihe  woman  whom  he  had  chosen  as  his 
partner    for    life.     It  was  somewhat   far 

superior 
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superior  to  ^gratitude  which  he  felt^  it  nv 
a  kind  of  enthusiasm,  and  he  couM  almost 
have  wished  their  lives  in  danger,  purely 
that  he  might  evince  his  devotion,  bf 
hazarding  his  own  to  preserve  them.. 


GHAr. 


IltTCKT   ISCAYBS.  137 


f«    '      4M   '..■'■I'f    ".r-JUt) 


CHAP.  XX. 


How  vtin  and  ineOectual  tre  the  murderous  machinatlonf  aff 
■mfl|  when  thefinser  of  Providence  points  to  their  fru^trationir 

The  .  following   morning,   after  breakfast, 
Ihe  Baronet  walked^  to  the  temple,  con- 
templattd  on   thct  blissful  scenes  of  anti- 
cipated   transport    which    had'    occupied 
many  an    hour   of  pleasing  reverie,-  the 
reality  of  which,  were  all  blasted;  by  the* 
pestilential  vapour  of  that  hznefuh  Jiendy 
Lady  Arethusa  Belmont,  who^  to  add  to » 
his  vexation,  had  so  elevated  the  passions . 
of  Mr.  M'Mahon>  that  he  was  ahRolutely 
made  to.  make  another  attempt  for  pos-. 

sessiug 


scssing  her.     Sir  Bernardine  was  ever  foo» 
partial  to  number  one^  to  accuse  himselF  of 
misconduct;    thouglV  he  must   have  heert 
conscious  that  it  was  his  own   libidinouS' 
conversation  which  had  rendered  the  young 
man's  passions  uncontroulable.     He  saun- 
tered from  the  temple  towards  the  upper 
gate  of  the  coppice^  in  hope  of  meeting^, 
the    Colonel,    and    gaining    intelligence. 
In  short,  prowling  like  Satan   round  the 
walls  of  Paradise,  Re  sought  how  he  could 
find  entrance  to  the  fane  of  his  idol,  with- 
the  most   facility,  and  scatter  destructior^ 
around  with  the  greatest  security  ;  indeed^ 
he  felt  himself  necessitated  to  make  a  des- 
perate push,  for  his  young  pupil  had  be- 
come so  turbulent,  that  he  was  sometimes- 
alarmed  at  his  phrenr,ies,  lest  they  should: 
impel  him  on  some  frantic  conduct,  which 
might  expose  them  to  ridicule,  if  not  to. 
danger.     Not  meeting  with  any  one  who 
would    answer   his   purpose,    he  returned 
pensively,  and  was  endeavouring  to   ma- 
ture a  plan  of  a  public  fire-work  on  the 

Iawn>. 
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lawft,  for  Monday  evening,  which  could 
not  fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  tha 
whole  village^  except  the  fiend  and  her 
lovely  simpleton.  He  had  again  reached 
the  temple,  and  was  going  to  turn  Into  the 
path  before  its  entrance,  when  just  before 
him  he  saw  Mr.  M'Mahon,  with  a  large 
phial  in  his  h^rtd,  enveloped  with  paper  ; 
not  doubting  but  it  was  somewhat  for 
Lady  Arethusa,  as  he  had  heard  of  her 
indisposition,  the  horrid  idea  struck  him, 
that  by  making  some  little  alteration,  he 
could  efTect  the  glorious  purpose  of  send- 
ing her. out  of  the  Wat/,  much  better  thatl 
by  renewing  a  rash  and  desperate  assault> 
which,  should  it  even  succeed,  ftiight  be 
attended  with  an  after-consequencie  of  a 
most  serious  nature.  The  idea  once  started> 
was  not  long  arranging — ''  Ha  !  my  dear 
fellow  !"  shaking  the  young  man  by  the 
hand,  ''  which  way  are  you  going  ?  What 
have  you  got  there  ?" 

*^  I  have  just  been  to  the  Hall,  Sir  Ber- 
nardine,  to  enquire  after  your  health ;  and 

am 
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fttn  now  going  to  the  Cottage^  in  higji 
hope  of  seeing  the  divinity  who  wqll  nile 
my  destiny^  in  spite  of 'dll  my  exertions  to 
the  contrary ;  and  whO;  if  we  do  not  sooa 
e&ect  our  purpose^  witi  isoon  'drive  me  to 
distraction.  This  phial  contains  sonl^  coi> 
dial  for  composing  her  spirits;  which  hav^ 
not  yet  recoverecl  from  the  late  alarm/* 

The  Baronet  took  hold  of  ^he  phial,  in 
nn  appisirfent  careless  and  unmeaning  man- 
ner, and  opening  the  "paper  it  was  rolled 
in,  drew  the  cork,  atid  tastiftd  it.—''  Did 
you  ever  see  her  Ladyship's  picture  ?  'tis 
an  excellent  print,  and  they  say  it  is  an 
amazing  strong:  likeness." 

"  Ko,  indeed,  I  never  did.  Sir  Bemar' 
dine;  but  would   give  worlds  to  possess 

it." 

''  Stop  a  mintite,  then,  and  Til  bring  it 

to  you  ;  I  have  it  in  the  teAiple/'  Then 
entered  with  the  phial  in  his  hand,  td 
\vhich  ht  made  the  'projected  addition  in  a 
few  mortients;  and  snatching  up  an  excel- 
lent portrait  of  thie   long-famed  Perdita, 

which 

3 


"vfKldi  happened  to  have  no  title  remain- 
ing to  it,  he  hastily  returned,  with  the 
print  between  a  finge?"  ajjd  thumb,  care- 
lessly rolling  up  the  pbia^l  iislie  walked-^ 
''  Make  all  possible  haste,  my  dear  fellow, 
ai  an  idea  has  struck  me,  which  cannot  fail 
♦of  success,  and  I  will  wait  here,  to  con^ 
^ult  you  on  it."  And  offering  the  phial, 
it  slipt  from  his  hand,  when  i^triking  the 
buckle  of  his  shoe,  it  broke  in  pieces,  anci 
•the  whole  was  lost  among  the  long  grass  at 
4he  angle  of  two  paths. 

The  accident  was  highly  mortifying  td 
the  young  doctor,  but  truly  vexatious  to 
the  Baronet :  the  former,  indeed,  by  bast- 
''.cning  home,  soon  composed  another  phial 
full  of  cordial;  and  by  takiftg  a  hoi*se  from 
the  stal>le,  lost  no  great  portion  of  time : 
but  the  loss  to  the  latter  was  irreparable, 
as  he  could  tiot  expect  his  friend  to  returu 
the  same  way;  nor  if  he  did,  could  he 
again  with  common  decency  take  the  phial 
from  him,  should  he  ^ven  happen  to  carry 
ilAn  his  hand,  without  subjecting  himself 

to 


to  suspicion.  The  disappointment^  how^ 
ever,  served  to  invigorate  his  vengeance, 
and  to  furnish  him  with  a  plentiful  portion 
of  epithrts,  not  of  the  most  favourable 
kind,  which  he  promiscuously  bestowed 
with  infinite  liberality  between  the  Jten^ 
and  her  protector,  Fortunt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 


'  If  Britons  reflect  on  the  polity  of  the  Continent,  either  an- 
cicnt  or  modern,  how  ought  thej  to  bless  their  ancestors  for 
the  inestimable  constitution  bequeathed  by  thcca,  vrere  it  only 
for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty. to  ex^^ress  theii  thoughts! 

As  the  Colonel  had  promised  to  be  a 
daily  visitor  to  the  three  ladies,  for  we 
must  now  rank  Mrs.  Tacit  as  one  of  the 
party — nor  must  we  omit  admiring  at  the 
delicacy  of  the  Colonel,  in  declining  to 
take  his  bed  at  the  Cottage,  until  he  was 
Hiai*ried,  but  gifting  home  with  the  Doc- 
tor— they  were  wandering  at  his: delay,  it 
being  three  o'clock,  the  usual; dinner-hour, 
VOL.  III.   '  K  when 
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vf  hen  he  opportunely  made  his  appearance. 
He  apologized  for  being  so  late,  by  infomn 
ing  the  ladies  that  the  Doctor  had  promised 
to  be  home,  at  two  o'plock;  if  he  wasn't 
detained  anywhere  else^  and  to  walk  over 
with  him,  for  the  sake  of  the  pleasure:  of 
dining  with  them ;  but  as  he  himself  had 
waited  till  threi^  quarters  past  two  nearly, 
without  seeing  him,  he  supposed  he  wasn't 
to  be  seen ;  so  he  set  out  by  himself,  and 
by  walking  a  little,  and  running  a  little, 
had  just  saved  his  distance. . 

"  And  if  I  had  not  run  a  great  deal,  I 
should  have  lost  mine,"  said  the  Doctor, 
popping  his  head  in  at  the  door ;  ''  but 
had  I  made  my  dear  girls  wait  an  hour 
longer,  I  have  ao  apology  that  would  pro- 
cure my  pardon  instantly/'  And  entering 
the  room,  the  Doctor  sat  down  at  the  table* 

The  ladies  looked  at  each  other,  wonder^ 
ing  what  the  apology  coidd  be^  The  Co- 
land  looked  at  the  JDoctor,  th^i  at  the  la^ 
dies^  then  at  the  Dioctor  again. 

^'  Upon  my  cenacieiice !  my  dear  Doc* 

•or. 


toft  yoxir.  apology  may  be  very  sufficient, 
add  very  clever^  and  very  pleasing,  and  all 
thM ;  but  iF  the  ladies  could  enjoy  the  feli- 
icity  of  seeing  a  little  bit  of  your  apology, 
they  might  be  able  to  see  a  little  further 
than  they  now  can,  when  they  are  all  ia 
the  dark,  yoK  know;*'' 

''Od^l  you  ar^  very  right,  my  good 
friend.  Well  then,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you,  ladies^  that  the  cause  of  my 
delay  was  the  approach  of  a  large  hovel- 
Kng-boat,  which  the  people  of  the  village 
about  seven  miles  frpm  hence  had  been 
looking  out  for  all  the  mornings  as  she 
Had  been  absent  two  days.  When  the 
pepple  qame  on  shor^  they  ssaid  they  had 
b^en  half)-ch?^nel  over,  oa  seeing  a  very 
numerous  homeward-bound  fleet;  that  k 
proved  to  be  the  seciet  Qxpe^ition^.  which 
had  made  a  most  h^dthy  tin^ugh  tedious 
ypy^g?  both  out  a^d  hpfne ;  and  tl^it  they 
Wfre  bound  to  Spith^d;  where,  if  the 
wind  contkued  &tf,  'fh^y  wp^d>  no  d^ubt, 

K  2  arrive 
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arrive  by'  to-morrow  niotning.  There, 
ladies!  \Vhat  tfiink  you* of  that?  Is  not 
such  intelligence  •  worth  waiting  a  *  few 
minutes  for  ?  What  'say  you, .  my '  dear 
cfaughter  that  is  to  be?  for  your  friends 
seem  deaf  and  dumb  too,  I  think."       '  * 

''  There  is  a  species  of  satisfaction.  Doc- 
tor, so  replete,  as  to  h€  inexpressible;  we 
will  therefore  leave  our  two  amiable  friends 
to  their  private  meditatibns,  if  you  please; 
and  I  will  have  the  pleasure  to  amuse  you, 
and  the  Colonel,  after  your  hasty  walk." 

The  gentlemen  were  very  soon  suffi- 
ciently employed ;  and  by  the  time  Mrs. 
Tacit  had  carved  the  other  fowl,  the  ladies, 
after  giving  her  a  smile  of  thanks  for  the 
seasonable  relief  she  had  afforded  them, 
were  ready  to  accept  of  a  wing  each. 

As  the  little  embarrassment  which  the 
Doctor's  intelligence  had  occasioned  was 
soon  overcome,  a  conversation  commen- 
ced, bn  the  subject  of  the  speedy  and 
mysterious  return  of  the  army,  as  well  as  on 

the 


•   ir 

0 

the  ,siKldai^  ^ckmgCsof^  ;our.  jn^d,  aljy^ 
which  was  not  much  to  the  advantage  of 

!  :;7:Xo,be  sure  it  is  ni^l^  a  ^titl^  /Com^caJ ; 
ye$i  faith^  and  it  is.  tpoi  foe .  ^all  that  I  4h^t 
an.-army  of . twenty^ thousf od^  fine  iellaw^ 
should  take  a  voyage  of  five  or  six  months^ 
only /fo.gp  ashore  and,  be  reviewed  by^he 
gr^i^ ^lly  of  their.  King;  when  by  stay-. 
ing.  at  home^  they  might  have,  been  re- 
viewed by  their  glorioustKing  his^  ownselfj 
Qod  bless. hjni !  ^nd  the  de^vil  a  sup  of  salt*- 
watj^f  ,woyl4  .hjayc'^^en  near  them  all  ihe 
tif^e«,f5>;.«larm  ^l^r  ^t^ii;  be^jrtsrpc  thcic 

smBwb*^*  -  .  :.  i^r:  r  ;..  i  ..-:  r,..  .:-. 
V : :/:  At  ?l)L,  events.  Cqloffd,  tjiere  mill  onc^ 

r«*"rPf><^;  ow^  cjjficditiofi:  wijji^^rt .  an  ea^ 
gage/nent.-  Hoi^  ipany.g^rentsi^^e  saved 
front  ti^e  he^jt-feqding  sorrow  o£  deplo- 
tn;i£  the*  untimely,  fate  of  a  darling^t:bild  ! 
'^vf  jnany  I>rothers  and  jsisters  will  elude 

^^  9^Pg?  ^C^'^J^^^f.thelQssip/  an  ami- 

« ji 

K  3  able 


ftble  relaCMtt  ?  and  bow  nmy  ^onDgblMio- 


Her  LadjdiipfonndJienelfon  thc'verge 
of  a  prectplee,  and  blushed,  no  doabt 
with  sarisracfion,  at  having  so  fortunalely 
escaped  a  tomble  into  a  dreadfal  Uaa* 
dcr. 

IfisB  NoblevfHe  smiled^  whilst  her  lorely 
€h?ek  was  slightly  tinged  with  sympathy^ 
at  the  situation  her  Ladyship  had  found 
hesself  in« — '^  I  must  confess,^'  said  she, 
^  I  am  highly  rejoiced  that  the  army  is 
Mturned  in  safety;  yet,  I  should  feel  my- 
self deficient  in  candour,  if  I  hesitated  to 
acknowledge,  that  there  is  a  somewhat' in- 
topressiUe  pleasure  in  a  gloriontTictory 
obtained  by  our  arm9,  that  competiaates 
many  disagreeables;  though  smaH;  xn^ 
ieti,  is  the  atonement  which  a  victory  can 
tnake  for  a  beloved  parent,  brother,  o 
Here  Fanny  blushed,  looked  at  the 
Hng  coantenance  of  Lady  Arethusa,  and 
feeling  much  confused,  said*«-^'  but  I  am 

a  bungling 


L9CKV  BSCfr^ar  DPS^' 

a  buttgRiig' orator^  so  I  v4tt  dr«(ir  Ihe  scib^ 

^  **  Antfsoj  tiiy  dear  Mi»  N ob'fe^rUe, 'h w 
iMoy  tttf  Me  orat(irdoira  before  yon^(* 
Akid  the  Doctor.  **  Seme  of  mir  Aree  or 
Jbnr-honr  meti  wouM  tte  foidttpporttl^Iey 
were  it  not  that  a  sigm^ant  Took  from  a 
wen-*knowtt  coitnf  enance,  hy  Iwpptf  y  eatch- 
mg^  tfietr  eye^  will  now  and  thenr  confound 
their  reccrftectioh,  wfaes  h0ckhfg  9t  some 
hMfy  ipcint  of  politics,  and  cirtting  the 
thread  of  a  longp  threatening  speech^  wtl), 
to  the  great  joy  of  men  of  common  iense 
•t»ry;  render  an  hntangne  wlktch  tKreafene<l' 
ft  dfty^brede  aeparatfOHj  t  mere  IKiMy  re« 
marki  and  permit  the  keiMe  to  rise  at  tW 

^Ocfcf  my  dear  Doctor  f  Sf  men  were 
to  wpeA  nt»  more^  yes^  fHAtk,  and!  the 
ladiet  too,  Aan  is  absoRitety  necessary, 
wliat  an  addfttonri  qwrntity  of  wine  woul^ 
bedrank^by  those  who  eouM  aflferd  to  buy 
it^  and  how  mmy  more  of  vs  wouH  be 
.  eUiged  to  smoke  our  ptpes^  by  way  tit 

X  %  spending 
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spending  an  evening  !     Then,  whaf  would 
become  of  our  coach-makers^  horse-dealers^, 
coach-painters^   and  coaeh-dr-ivers,  if  the 
rattling  wheels  of  our .Zoitg-uiiufedf  carriages, 
were  no  more  to  be  .heard  ?  :  A  blessings 
upon  all  little  auxiliary  and  entertaining 
prattle !  ;I  say.     JNow,  half  the  carriages 
we  see  in  the  parish  of  a  certain  Sain^  not 
many  miles  from  Piccadilly^  are  supported, 
by  long-mnded  speeches;  and   if  a  great, 
jnan  happens  not  to.  have  a  tolerable  good^ 
pair  of  lungs  of  his  own^  upon  my  con-^ 
sciencCi  he.  can  make  use  of  those  of  his 
4eputyjand  that  will  employ  two  carriages, 
you  know,  one  for  the  orator,  and  the^ 
other  for  the  lease-holder  of  his  tongue," 
**  These,  my  dear  ladies/'  and  the  D(i^-j 
tx>r.  Laughed  heartily,  ^%th(^se  afeisome  .of 
tl^e  blessings  wiiich  Britons  call  their  own  I 
We,  whilst  we  are  enjoying,  a  good  di^ner^ 
may  rail  at  ministers  for  gaining  a  vjctoryii 
for  losing  a  victory,  or  for  not  fighting  at 
alll    and   throw  about  our  jokes  at  our 
Ciceros,  and  Demostheneses,  whilst,  our 

.    ;  neighbours 
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neighbours  on  the  Continent  dare  express 
their  satisfaction  by  a  smile  only,  their 
doubt  and  apprehension  by  a  shrug,  and' 
their  censure  by  a  cautious  frown.  I  will 
conclude  my  speech,  with  a  toast,  ladies — 
May  the  blessings  of  our  Constitution  be 
eternal !  and  may  our  countrymen  eter- 
nally merit  the  treasure !" 


.  f  ■    > 
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What  &  sourM  of  tatUfootion  miitl  ic  prove  to  tboM  inhtbi* 
tiBU  of  tho  poIv.iegioBSy  who  are  pliaBtoiii-gaaen«  that  they;. 
]ia?c  a  blessed  leasoa  of  ^  momhsan  the  yeas,  wtaca  thcie  is. 
mo  ghost-cfcaiing  mkUiigHt ! 

Lady  Arefhtfsa  having  walked  as  far  as  tfie 
coppice  ill  th^  morniiig>  fouiid  herself  so- 
much  revived  by  if,  aiid  by  the  Doctor's, 
intelligence,  thatshe  sat  up  without  incon- 
venience until  midnight,  ctefcaudcd  qC 
the  last  hour  by  an  obstinate  and  tedious* 
rubber  ad  «;%£$<>-- and  just  as  the  tiirec  ladies 
entered  her  Ladyship's  ehamber^  the  clock 
struck  twetoe. — *'  Oh  shame i'*^  cried  she;: 
•  '*  I  declafe: 


zvcKT  isc&pct;  909 

^  t  cicislare  this  k  assimilating;  eimntry- 
hottis  to  those  of  the  town>  iiidef4! 
siftd  I  fear  we^  ^al|  suikt  for  it  to  the 
morniiiif^  and  be  ccmphmiliit  ^f  keadt- 
a«b«." 

^'  Gipacio^t^  Heaven  !*"  exclaimfd  Fainiy» 
who  had  w^lk^  U>  the  vrindow  whkh. 
tv^rloQk^  tilio  fcoot  CQUit^  '^  i«ha0  atfi 
aw&l  sight  i    May  itat  Alimghtj  pr^ieci 

jU4y  Aceti^usa  an4  Mn^.  Tacit  hastened 
IP  9w  what  ^«as  the  cause  of  altrm*  whep,. 
1^  tjb^i^  ast^^i^fineiit  an4  borror^  tb^y 
behel4  an  iinmf  nse  tnhita  ^latww  aj^pa^^ 
fQfit^y  gaai^g  iat^«uily  at  tbe  vfin- 
dow* 

Hi4  ««kly  one  of  th^^la4ieii^»^*ii  pre- 
sent on  beh«iklin|  ar  speetrici  m  truly  teiH^ 
fyin|^»'  the  light  alight  havo  been^  litalf: 

bot  blsiii^  three  in  humber,  and  of  the^ 
^Mte  tatMBal  fan  ^  tfte:  timid  Mad^they 
df^ecMiiiktd  i^  to  aacb  otKer,  and  tscm^t 
Wifig^  g»edf  fin  the  hmtii6  ifrnfii^. ;  .  ^ 
^  IKhal'  cair  tfail  dreadfok  ajppearoiM^ 

x6  be?'^ 


fD4  Ltrcmr  escapes. 

be  ?"  said  her  Ladyship,  softly.     "  It  seetns 
motionless."  •    '  »     • 

"   It  does  s6/'  said  Fanny.     "  And  it 
appears  much  too  tall  for  a  mah/' 

"  I  am  net  a  professed  gJiost-seefj- 
ladies;  nor  do  I  deem  it  wisdom  in  any 
one  to  maintain  a  determined  sceptic* 
oism/'  said  Mrs.  "TViciY.  "  He  who  created 
an  infihity  of  worMk,  and  the  various 
and  innumerable  possessors  of  them^  can 
alone  feel  whether  it  be  requisite  that 
the  «ouIs  df  bodies  long  interred^  should' 
revisit  the  earth,  terrifically  arrayed  to^ 
dlarm  beholders.  Good  God!  I  thought 
I  could  dfstinetlv  observe  the  motion  of 
its  eves  !" 

The  Indies  started  a  step  backward — 
The  figure  moved — ^They  shrieked ;  but- 
not  sufficiently  loud  to  disturb  ai>y  of 
the  servants. 

'^  ShaU  we  call  up  the  men?''  said' 
Fanny^  the  eyes  of  the  whole  attentively 
fixed  on  the  object;  ''  they  might  go* 
dDWR  and  ascertain    the   nature   of   the 

dreadful 
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dreadful  ^  form — dreadfuT;  indeed  ? .  as  I. 
think  it  berotnes  more  terrific  every  time: 
I  look  at  it.  Ha!  L  saw  -  two  eyes  !  and 
I  protest  it  stems  toi  look  at  me!'*        ; 

-  '*  It  evidently  moves  r*  whispered  Lady 
Arethusa^  ^.%  Heaven  lit  inclines  its  body 
towards  tis!.  *  Shall  we  speak  to  -it  ?  Yet 
wiio  would  dare  expose  herself  so  far! 
I  should  expire  if  it  answered  me**-  Ha  V 
mercy  on  us!  it  moves  towards  the  gate'! 
yet  still  intensely  seems  to  gaze  on'  us! 
Heavens  I  what  noise  was  that  ?  'Ti&  gone  L 
WhicK  way  went  it?*'  i 

'*  I  saw  not  which  way  it  departed," 
was  the  answer,  both  of  Fanny  and  Mrs. 
Tacit.  "  How  unlucky,  that  the  crack- 
ing of  the  wainscot  -should  at  that  mo- 
ment have  arrested  our  attention  ^  and 
that  your  Ladyship  and  Mrs.  Tacit  should 
have  withdrawn  your  eyes  at  the  same 
instant  I  did  !*" 

.  **  Are  we  sure,  hdies,  that  ft  was  the' 
eracksng'  of  the  waiicscol  ?  ^  My  revered 
parent  -has  often   observed  to .  me,    that 

-  '■'■     .     .  in 


ih  occutimiMi '411)4  apiietrances,  evidenlFf 
mytlteximiB,  nttthtr  eyt»^  ctn  Hor  any 
otlier  of  our  trasei»  can  be  ftrmly  velied  qk 
The  Almighljr  then  hagbt  at  hnmtii  liis-> 
dom,  md"  admirea  thact  <R«'ionir  i^  fft^ 
er€aitb$^  who  daife  ta  criticke  their  Mato^a* 
werks^  airdt  expound .  the  mechanism  of 
infinite  wisdom,  cannot  with  their  pene*"' 
trating  ghnce  penrade  ^ie  purpose  ef 
hb  simple  «iU.  That  the  phantom  is 
gone,  I  must  natuvaHy  eoQctodc«.  because* 
I  perceive  ether  ohjectsr  aa  nsna^  hat 
cannot  see  that ;:  yet  how  it  weiijt>  I  can- 
not divine;  and  where  it  may  now  he-, 
I  wiir  not  presume  to  guess  at." 

Another  cracking  of  the  wainscot  drew' 
the-  eyes  of  the  ladies  to  the  spot;  and 
9  white  mutlia*«gowa,  whieh  her  iadyahipt 
had  pulled  oflT,  and  hung  on<  a  peg,  whilst 
Fanny  had  mo^ed  to  the  windpw,  and« 
which  circumstance  was  wholly  forgotten,, 
though  she  actually  ^^n  stood  without. 
oiie»  the  sight  of  the  long  whit?  gQWO« 
caused  a  shiiekj.o£  ao  loud  a  statunr,  aar 

absolutely 


Absolutely  to  nvnm  j^ .  lootitte«.  firai» 
their  slumben ;  one  of  iiMcb  oj^eiHiif 
tbe  dcfor  of  bit  'b«d*room>  cmd  Mme-» 
ivhat  which  they  could  boI  dMtactly  beiir; 
bot  after  a  yerj  ihort  mterval^  Ihey  per^ 
fectly  hieard  htm  aay*~'r  ]>-^n  it  f  it  must 
be  somebody  dfeamiogv  w:  vie  dreamt 
that  vre  heaid  a  scream  fiuraelvea  f  for 
^1  i&  a«  sUent  now  aa  the  middle  of  a 
church  at  midmgbt ;:  ao  pkasanter  dreams^ 
I  fay,  mheemr  it  ivaa:  aad  I  aiiK  e'en 
goto  bed  agiain/!^.  . .  _    •    . 

The  hidie%  whe^  bad  listened  beedfuUy 
to  every  ajrllable^  thought  it  best  uot  to 
convince  the  iaai»  .<if  l^mistakej  lest 
they  should  iHilyect  thewielyes  to  mti* 
zical  reoffcarks^  front  tbe .  titchen*  They 
lA^oald  very  madtly  baire :  dispcaned  vnik 
Ua  allusioii  to  the  midi^  of  a  church 
at  midjft^glyt,  rbecause  they  fancied  a  kind 
of  analog  between:  the.  mddle  of  a 
ebureh  at  nttioighfe  i«i  tbe  ^eetre  they 
bad  ao  recently  beheld>  vfaiefa  uraa  by  no 
iseans  cbeerkig[  to  ticaa  Ht  that  ^u^^ 
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fbr  that  it  was  a  sp^ectre,  they*  entertained 
not  the  smallest  'doubts  both  froitr  the 
suddenness  of  its  appearance^  and  the 
iinaccountabilFfy  of  its  departure. 

As  sleep  did  not  seem  very  urgent 
with  the  terrified  party  to  retire  to  their 
beds/  they  drew  their  chairs  round  the 
fire^  which  had  been  Kghted  by  Rebecca^ 
to  air  my  Lady*^  room,  after  having  wiped 
it  over  with  a  da<np  :  cloth,  and  wei^ 
just  commencing  a  v^ry  solemn  discourse 
on  ghosts  and  gotiins,  when  a  crack, 
niucH  Ibiid^er  than  'either  of  the  others^ 
and;  no  doubf^  caused  by  the  heat  of 
the  fire  on  the  wamscot  near  if,  made 
them  start  from  their  chairs^  instantly 
pull  each  in  contact  with  its  neighbour; 
iind  gaze  much  alarmed  on  each  other 
At  that  'moment^  a  poor  ass^  which  wa9 
browsing  on  the  hedges  in  the  lane,  be- 
gan to  bray,  in  a  tone  .somewhat  more 
forte  than  usual ;  and  the  sudden  moan  *ol? 
the  animal  effected  their  confusion  so 
completely,  that  they. thrust  their  heads 
•  -»!  into; 


into  each  others  bosom;  but  soon  per- 
ceiving the  aspirative  conclusion  of  his 
stentorious  sonata^  they  ventured  to 
look  up,  artfl-^seemcd*  as  if  each  wished 
for  some  excuse  to  be  the  first  violator 
of  the  troublesome  silence.  At  lengtli, 
feeling  the  ludicrousness  of  the  late 
alarm  too  violent  for  restraint,  they 
burst  into  an  hysteric  of  laughter  so  loud 
andrdurable,  as.  to  have  the  same  effect 
^n  Rebeccav  which,  their  shriek  had  on 
the  footmen ;  though  the  wary  damsel 
chose  rather  to  wait  the  approach  of  a 
second  signal  before  she  ventured  to  obey 
(h€:  firstj  ^anjd  not"heartng>  that^  ^hc.  sqoq 
^nkjifi^in,  tft^repo^.  .  ^^^ .,..      ,  . 

ij»gi&pijn«l/feav4ng  tm'n»inat€jd>.,*he^Jiid4e» 
f(^nd ,  Uupn^lves'  so  much  ^reli|9ved:  qC 
th<|i{^  appr^hensionsj^  that  the^  assunied. 
sifjSgaenticpprage  to  separate^  >  ac^d  ^ -each 
retired  to  her  bed.  v.  , -j. 


M  ;     "  ■  •  T 
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ffovr  Mkujr  vfttirc  fBcn  wfll  mnBRp  M*  tbc  mmnb  ip^ctftoiv 
tf  «  whhc  sbMi,  or  a  cUsa  thirty  iitWMllJ  Wsie  lic««l 
mMnigbt»  wllo  would  fdtt  ttit  ilBwnpt  iiM^  .byk.  tlM  QDiitf  1^ 

KoH  were  the  UAt»  of  the  Cottage  the 
only  persons  to  whom  the  timlie  spectffr 
appeared.  On  At  tfAloining^t^emngi 
Somfay;  the  yoong*  Oocftor  htTing  dined 
at  the  ffall/the  anpper-dbth  l^ehig  drswtf, 
atid  Lady  Iftccorf  havhiif  i^red^  a  cebi- 
iiet-conncil  wa!r  held  On  the  infernal  hnsi*^ 
ness  of  the  ensumg  night-. 

*'  Old  Phosphorus  wiU  be  hero  early  m 
the  morauig,  I  undterstand/*  Sir  Btrnar- 
^  *  dine 


-iMVy  M6iMS»  Hit 

Atnt  began ;  '*  so  that  bjf  no^n^  tbe  {»m- 
^us^  who  may  be  prytnj^  about^  will  be 
witness  t<i  tbe  preparations  making  to  cek^ 
brate  ae  nuptttOi  ^  Ml"  ilm^  frkn4,  Go- 
tanet  DouUetis  f  wfco^  rf  he  were  stuffed 
into  on^  of  the  MlooM,  and  fired  oflT  with 
it^  would  be  a  sight  by  no  means  displeas* 
ing^  were  he  bat  absenf/Yhe  consummation 
of  onr  plan  would  be  secured  to  us  be« 
yond  the  possibility  of  doub€.~-At  present^ 
I  will  eonfess,  I  do  not  Itlce  to  encounter 
Mm ;  as  he  is  a  feol>  and  knows  not  fear, 
dierefore  is  not  to  be  intimidated.  I  have 
sent  hfm  a  doae  of  ilatlery  this  afternoon; 
Whicir  eanhot- fail  provtfig  a  deKcious  re* 
gale,  both  tOi  htm  and  Ilia  blooming  br»le ; 
thejr  were  nwra^d^ihia  lilfohi&ir,'  it  «aems^ 
though  Ke  kefpt  the  matter  a  pribfonnd  se^ 
cret  from  nie;  till  the- refy  stibnM^nt  the 
feeremony  took  place,  ^r  iiAifeh  I*  do  not 
hold  myself  at-  much  obliged"  to  Mm.  '  By 
this  timei  rsuppdse,--'-^ — *•  v^  ; 

ifc  then-gaVe  r  loose  'to  eiintemtioit 
which  be  weSictew  could  not  fiiil  40  rouse 

cverjt 
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every  latent  spark  oF.  feelina  in  .4he  breast 
of  the  .young  manj  though  he  had  previ- 
oiidy,  felt  hini  too,  furious-  ajre^y  ;    but 

.  the  unclei^tal^Dg  \¥a^j4^F^f«(t^>  ^i^^  ^^^Y 
men  >voun4  up.  to  despeiation^  he  ima- 
ginedi  would  feel  hardy  enough  io.  under- 
take it;  for  bin^self,  he  had  adopted  the 
execrable  resolution  4o  satiate  his  appetite 
and  hisr  rey^nge^  even  though  dicgrace, 
infamy,  and  dcath^.^ipuld  prove  the  instant 
consequeure,    -  ■  :   ;    .  , 

'M*harvejre0ected  serioiislyj  Sir  Bernar-. 
dine,  dh  your,  plan .  of  s^ltj ng  Are  to  the 
house^  and  qarryiiig  the.  Ia4ics  off  during 
the  alarm;  and  though .  tberci  may  be  no 
apprehension  , of  SQQcpeding  jp,  $uqh  at* 
tempjtj  a?  pf  pplc4eri:j^ed  I^]^  ^tbe  cry  of  £re 
ipay  easriy.  b^  led  ixitp  ,  the-., blunder  of 
a^voiding  the  .^^pke  by  running  in^>  .the 
flaipe^  yet«  miich  as  l.Ipng  to  have  the 
darling  creature  to  xnyself^  all  tn  my  ovti 
possession  ! — and  \vhp .  wouldn't  lose  a 
tl)0usand  liv^s^  if  he  h^d^pnly  one  left  after 
elTecting  so  glgrious  an  .acbievement  ?-*b^ 
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my  Rononr,  Sir  Berriardine,  I  cslftnbt  recon- 
cile nfyself  to  the  ihtiiimah  idea  bfsiTb- 
jecting  the  Colonel  2ind  his  Ladyy  tWiti  all 
the  innocent  servants,  to  the  chaiice  of 
perishing  in  the  flames?  fot  ibougli  that 
gentleman  may  be  a  -Ijit  •  of  a  -Stumbling* 
block  in  oiir*  way^  for  the  glory '  of  St*. 
Patrick!  let  us  get  rtd- of  him  decently* 
Toss  up  a  thirt€€H-^2i  shilling,  I  mean,  aild 
he  who  is  so  fortunate  to  wth,  shalt  have 
the  honour  of  calling  hiiti  out;'- by  1he 
kihd  Tftvitation  of  a  friehcl,  and  lifling 
him  like  a  man ;  besides,  niy  4ear  friend,  as 
the  appearance  of  the  fire  would  cerfclirily 
attract  the  attention  of  some,  were  it  only 
poachers  laying  snaresr   for   your  'game, 

should  any   of  them  meet  us  hastening 

• 

away  to  the  cave  under  your  new  cottage, 
with  the  precious  burdens  pn  our  backs, 
what  a  mighty  pretty  situation  should  i<fe 
be  in  !*' 

The  Baronet  absolutely  blushed  at  the 
conscioQsness  cff  his  honour  and  humanicy 
being  soinucb  inferior  to  those  of  a  rude^ 
\    •  uncultivated. 
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uncuhivitedy  hot-beaded  youog 
arid  unwilltng  that  an  impression  so  pre* 
judicial  to  his  fame,  as  well  as  influence, 
should  rest  on  Mr.  AfMahmils  mind,  be 
hemmed  a  little,  eoughed  a  little,  and  aA» 
fected  to  laugh  a  little.-**''  Desperate  di»» 
easesy  you  know,  my  dear  fellow,  require 
desperate  remedies/'  said  he.  ''  Much 
may  depend,  as  to  the  mode  of  execution, 
on  the  critical  tim^  when  a  plan  is  formed* 
When  im  adapted  the  rash  expedient  of 
setifof  fire  to  the  Cpttage,  and  likeJSneases^ 
bearing  the  treasures  of  our  hearts  through 
the  flames  on  our  backs,  we  were  '  hot  with 
the  Tuscan  grape,  and  high  in  blood  !'  as 
Lothario  says;  therefoce,  the  wander  is 
little  Ibat  the  projected  mode  of  execution 
should  3av.our  of  the  beat  lof  our  tniragi* 
^atiofis^  and  that  wf,  whose  soula  were 
Kwstipg  by  the  ^re  #f  ufire<|ulted  love, 
should  be  for  consuming  every  obstlele 
lAich  impieded  oiir^llr^^^  to  ^e  empy- 
vewtt  of  bliss  t    Now^  bowewr,esi)r  doir 

fellow,  I  feel  like  T^tmcie  MV^^i^* 

me. 


x^vcfV  fbdcii^riA  HIS 

ine»  !  CtpplaMd  you  for  the  piKe  notions  of 
honour  and  biUmatHty^  which  you  so  nobly 
«;i^f^aw  !  I  9A90  bftve  laatmely  reflected 
om  >tl^/  best  mode  4)i  carrying  our  plaa 

iMq  e^ec^tion/-  wWcb*  by  tlie  laEye^^^  ^m 
idifiohite  falmhiood^  for  he  -had  never 
thought  of  '  Tf:li|U}uidung  his  diabolical 
plwj  uptil  the  young  man  w  po$itiv(ely 
declared  hiiii  dissent  to  it*  ''  And  I  think 
it  will  be  nu&cb  better . to  i>piat)e,  some  of 
the  liquor  which  the  p^f^ty  «^i>y  drinl^^ 
4urJQg  the  .exhihitwn  of  th.e  fire*wprJis; 
for  inj^tancc;  the-  n€;gi|s .  which  shall  bo 
haiided  rpun^  to  the  party,  dnring  the  Ut7 
tcr  part  of  the  farce;  this  will  consign 
them  to  the  «ois  of  Morpheus*  who  will 
kindly  secure  them  from  giving  us  any  in- 
terruption; 9»dr  tJiould  Lady  Ai^u^ 
and  Miss  Nobleville  take  any>  it  will  save 
us  the  disa^eeable  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing them  making  a  noise,  whilst  conveying 
thlil^  tbeiir  |»aivate  xecess."  . 
^  ^  lil^n  wy  honour^  Sir  Bernardino,  yon 

^^^i^^f^it;^^^^!^^^^^^^  them  both  jsafe^ 

;.-^i  •  to 
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td  a  certainty;  in  "spite-  of  their  preffy 
frowns,  and  little  affected  reluctances;  and 
I  do  not  doUbt^  because  I  verily  believe  it, 
so  T.do,  that>  in  less  than  a  months  we  may 
safely  suffer  them  to  rettirn'  to  their  own 
Cottage,  and  we  be  deemed  the  welcomest 
visitors  that  cam^J^ptAach  it." 
'•'At  that  niomerit>  a  violent  groan  was 
heari. '  The  plottert?,'  conscious  of  their 
impious  machihation^/trembled,  and  turned 
pal6.  ''  Oh  LWa !  oh*  Lord !  •*  immediately 
followed  the  groan ;  and'thc  sound  of  feet 
hastfening  to  the  back  part  of  the  Hall, 
were  very  distinctly  heard  by  both  the 
guilty  mortals. 

Sir  Bernardine,  maddening  lest  their 
convei'sation  should  have  been  overheard, 
rang  the  bell,  and  rushing  to  the  window 
whence  the  groan  and  the  cry  had  pro- 
ceeded, he  opened  the  shutter,  and  threw 
up  the  sash.  Gods !  v/hat  must  their  feel- 
ings have  been,  when,  about  fifty  yards 
from  the  window,  they  saw  an  immc'^e* 
figure  standing  before  them  all  in  white, 

which. 
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T^hich^  after  another  gi^^an^  vanished  in- 
stantly from  their  sights  though  40  the 
open-lawn,  and  neither  tree,  bush,  or  shrub 
near  it. 

The  ringing  of  the  bell  brought  irt  the 
coachman,  wi-th  a  look  somewhat  wild, 
which  was  not  a  little  encreased  by  obsfc^r- 
ving  terror  so  very  visible  in  the  counte- 
nances  of  the  Baronet,  and  the  ypuiig 
Doctpr. 

''  Who  were  those   that  came  in  $uch 
haste  into  the  house  just  now  ?" 
.    ''  They  v^as  th-th-thc   butler^    and  th^ 
th-the  footman/' 

"  What  did  they  do  out  of  doors  at  this 
time  of  night  ?  Send  them  in.*' 
.  "  I-I-I-I  don't  think  they  can  come,  your 
Honour;  for-for  they  be  mo-mo-most 
mortally  frightened/'  And  the  coachman 
sti^ttered  with  fear. 

<    "  Frightened!    What  should  they   be 
frightened  at?     Send  them  in;  I  say;" 
m^: Whilst  the  coachman  was  executing  \he 
commands  he  had  received  to  the  terrified 
: "  VOL.  III.  L  servants. 
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servants^  the  Baronet  and  the  Doctor  gazed 
with  horror  at  each  other  i  equally  \roft- . 
dertng  at  the  cz\\%t  of  akriny  and  appve- 
hensive  at  the  idea  of  discovery, 

."  Now! — Whaffe  xht  matter?  Where 
have  you  been  ?  What  have  you  seea  i 
What  have  you  lieard  ?"  said  the  agttaled 
nftaster  to  the  still  more  agitated  men. 

The  servants  looked  at  each  other^  thtn 
cast  their  eyes  cautiously  round  the  room. 
At  length  the  butler  summoned  sufficient 
resolution  to  say — *^  We  had  }ust  gone  out 
at  the  back-door^  Sir  Bernardine^  and  see- 
ing Keeper  go  to  the  corner  of  the  Hall, 
and  whine  a  little^  and  then  come  back  to 
us,  we  thought  we  would  go  and  see  what 
was  the  matter;"  which  was  an  absolute 
untruth.     They  had,  in  fact,  beeji  talking 
about   the  many  iate-ufn-tates  that  were 
going  on  between   the  Baronet  and  the 
Doctor,   till  they   felt  their  curiosity  so 
much  incited,  as  to  resolve  on  walking  to 
the  window,  and   listening  a  bit;   whi<^ -^ 
little  scheme  they  Vftre  carrying  into  exe- 
cution 


LUCKY   MSCAI>ES.  419 

itnm  arm^fHarm,  ^ni  oft  tjip-iofe,  when 
fCytfcUBJi^iaffmed;  *'  ?ih4  so.  Sir  Bernar- 
hn?,  ^s  ^/9t  wwe  jogging  gently  aJ^ng, 
nA  turning  round  the  torncr,  I*ord  hatfe 
n^rcy  nponvsl  what  shotiid  we  see,  feat  a 
great,  big  giant's  ghost !  all  in  white,  and 
srs  tall— as  ta!l  as  the  chatnber-wttdows  ] 
«o^  Sir  B^mttrditie,  ve  'iodkeH  at  ft,  tind  ^i^ 
sropt ;    thtfn  it  loofced  at  us,  with  greirt 
eyes,  xft  hig  a(s  iargie  sJ«p-baseti^  1   anA 
groaned  *o  lemd,  artd  so  pHeously,  that  it 
would  have  made  any  ^ftft*^H  iKskrt  trch  %ai 
hear  itl     And  then,  I  believe,  we  cried 
out,  oh  Lord !   oh  Lord  !  a  Tittle  bit,  and 
run  away  as  fast  as  ever  we  could,  and  ne- 
ver looked  behind  us  till  we  got  info  the 
servantVhall ;  and  there  we  were  trying  to 
recover  ourselves  with  a  glass  of  Hollafids, 
when  Coachee  told  us  your  Honour  wanted 
us;  and  so — and  so,  that's  all.'* 

Neither  Sir  Bernardine,  nor  Mr.  M'Ma- 
hon,  could  refrain  from  smiling  at  the 
apparent  terror  of  both  the  servants, 
whilst  the  butler  was  relating  the  horrific 

L  5  adventure. 
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adventure.  The  former,  however,  dismls* 
sed  them  with  tolerable  good  humour, 
telling  them,  that  instead  of  running  from 
any  things  they  should  have  run  to  it ;  and 
by  seizing  it,  have  ascertained  what  kind 
of  being  it  was. 

As  soon  as  the  servants  had  left  the 
room,  the  desperadoes  filled  bumpers,  and 
felicitated  each  other  on  the  certainty  that 
their  conversation  had  not  been  over- 
heard, and  that  the  iniquitous  plot  still 
went  on  smoothly,   • 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 


tidw  uf\wltUn|[  If  thi  amiiibli  mln4  %g  Imbibe  ide««  of  imfi^ 
«m  laHmioni  \n  eih«f#)  tvin  thdugh  tbcif  conduct  miy  bive 
itnd<ft4  ilwmllftbU  to  bt  luipfCMd  I    .  . 


TiiR  Mf)ttdfty  mornioi;  w»»  ushered  in  to 
.thft:Hik*blWnili^  of  the  Itight  little  island  by 
those-  pleasing,  harbrogers,  a  clear  sky, 
anda  ehe^flng  air^  which  gave  additional 
eple^id.our.to  the  glorious  ^ppearan^e  of 
-Phqebus^  and  roused  the  ladies  of  the  Cot- 
-tag^  half  ait  hour  before  their  usual  time, 
Pviring  br^kfast,  the  conversation 
ilurned  on  the  friendly  and  affectionate 
\  .    .  K  L  3  letter 
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letter  of  Sir  Bemardihe^  ivhich  he  had  $eilt 
to  the  Colonel  the  preceding  day,  felicita- 
ting him  on  his  nuptials;  paying  some  well- 

ft 

studied  compKflMiils  to  the  smiiable  qualifi- 
cations^ as  well  as  pleasing  appearance  of 
his  Lady,  from  which  they  might  justly  anti- 
cipate a  happy  life ;  concluding  with  an- 
nouncing a  grand  ^splay  of  fire- works  for 
the  following  evening,  on  the  lawn,  in 
honour  of  the  blissful  occasion;  accompa- 
nied with  a  warm  and  respectful  invitation 
to  biavand  aU  tb^  ladles^  tQ  boaour  the 
marquee  with  theb  presence  on  tbe  occar 
sion. 

The  Colonel  was  warm  in  his  encomiums 
on  the  Baronet  for  his  poKte  and  fiiendfy 
epistle;  his  Lady  looked  as  if  sbe  couid 
bare  said  a  great  iedt  on  tb^  occasion ; 
and  the  two  young  ladies  sskw  the  complf- 
ment  of  Sir  Bemardine  in  so^  fai^^ramblse  a 
point  of  view,  that  they  w^e  all  actually 
arranging  matters  for  an  evenmg  walk  to 
the  fewn,  when  they  were  agreeably  sur- 
prised with  the  ringing  of  the  bacfe-gaf«e 

bell. 


b^ll,  sure  token  tlwt  PocfoF  Sibthorpe  was 

at  hand>  to  give  his  advice  mi  the  subject 

'^  Where  is  the  Doctor  ?"  said  Lady 

Arethusa^    obsei:ving    the    servant    enter 

'    •    '  '  '        •         . 

alone. 

■    ■  ■  »  *         " 

'*  There  wqs  nobody  at  the  back-gatej,  my 
Lady ;.  but  when  I  opened  it,  a  large  stick, 
wUh  tbi^letter  tied  to  it,  fell  in  upon*  me." 
And  he  gave  the  letter  >o  Miss.  Noble- 
ville. 

Fanny  opened  the  letter. — '^  Heavens. ! 
*tis  Mr.  Trusty's  hand-writing  !**  Sbe 
loabAd,  and  dlnaost  iastantty  turned  pale; 
— '*  God  of  infinite  goodness  and  mercy  J'* 
^claimed  the  lovely  creature,  with  a  tear- 
ful eye — ''  is  it  possible  that  such  an  un- 
feeling^  such  an  implacable  monster,  conld 
be  formed  by  the  hand  of  Nature  !" 

Heyr  Ladyship  receiving,  the  letter  from 
her  agitated  £ciend«  pec  used  it  audibly. 


J*  4      .       .  **  MA^ 
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*'  DEAR^  GOO»j  AND  BBAUTIFOL  LADY, 

'^  The  ffre-works  are  only 
traps  for  your  destruction,  and  for  the  beau- 
tifal  lady,  your  friend.  If  you  go  to  the 
lawn,  you  will  return  >vith  worse  than  poi- 
son  in  yom*  stomachs;  and  when  in  a 
sound  sleep,  will  both  be  dragged  from 
your  beds,  by  Sir  Bernardirie  and  his  in- 
fsimous  friend,  to  the  cursed  cottage  in  the 
park,  never  more  to  see  the  light,  most 
likely;  for  I  am  sure  you  never  again 
would  wish  to  look  upon  your  ravishers^ 
and  that>  Ibelieve,  is  to  be  the  conditioii 
ot  liberty. 

'' TOM  trusty/' 


< .  k  ••  ^rf    y 


'  Hfcr  Ladyship  laid  the  letter  on  the  tabic. 
— ''  The  contents  of  that  paper,  I  will  not 
hesitate  to  say,  exceeds  all  claim  to  credi- 
bility !  Why  should  I  be  included  in  Sir 
Bernardino's  fell  schemes  of  destruction  ? 
With  whom  am  I  an  object  of  such  extreme 

desire  ? 
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desire?  Who  is  this  infamous  friend, 
>Hhom  the  Baronet  would  confide  a  plan 
so  impious  to  the  possession  of?  Upon 
my  honour,  I  think  that  dreadful  demrn*- 
ciation,  if  founded  otv  any  truth  at  all,  is 
so  immensely  exaggerated,  as  to  render  it 
unworthy  ©f  confidence,  though,  it  may 
claim  some  slight  attention/' 

^'  As  to  Sir  Bernardine's  infamous  friend, 
my  Lady^  the  devil  a  one  have  I  ever  seen 
with  him' hut- ray  ownself;  and  the  devil 
J»urn  roej^  i£  I  will  acknowledge  myself  to 
he  the  infamous  friend  of  any  man  breath- 
ing, with  a  spark  of  life  about  him  ;  and  if 
the. writer  of  that  letter  was  here,  bad  luck 
to  me  !;.bu(I  woiild  use  all  the  endeavours 
of  an  injured  gentleman,  to  put  that 
spark  out  before  he  died  of  bis  own  de- 
serts.-'   .       ■;.    -.v  :"    -  •   •  '  ■ 

^Vjtsit  possible,-  my  dear  Colonely  that 
you  should  conceive  the  passage  of  the 
letter  as  alluding  to  you  ?"  said  her  Lady- 
ship.  ''  Be  assured  it  does  not.  No,  Sir, 
whoever  wrote  that  letter^  wai  ttolignor 
i  .:.*  ,1-5  '  -rant 
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rant  of  the  state  of  th«  fainttics^  bo^  at  the 
Hall^  and  here ;  and  miut^  of  ccntitse,  bave 
alluded  to  some  other  person;  but  who 
that  other  person  is,  I  eaimot  dlvrnc  i  not 
need  that  surprise  us,  *  indeed^  whett  even 
you,  who  so  often  visit  there^  are  unable 
to  form  the  slightest  opinioit^  as  to  any 
person  who  can  be  ranked  as  the  Baroneft 
confidential  friend/^ 

•^  Is  it  me  ?•  Upon  my  eonscieneej  my 
Lady,  as  I  toM  you  before,  the  devi(a  one 
but  my  ownself  did  I  ever  see  at  Sir  Ber* 
nardinel^  table ;  no,  fetth,  nor  awy  €>ther 
gentleman  breathing.  By  St.  Patrick  !  but 
I  forgot  our  good  friend  Doctor  Sib- 
thorpc's  assistant;,  and  I  hope,  for  the 
honour  of  Ireland,  tha^  my  eountryman  is 
not  the  infiimous  friend  hinted' at ;  because 
it  cannot  be  to  Hie  credit  of  any  countryi 
you  know,  ladie%  to  bavea^sconndrelxome 
from  it/' 

*^  I  should  be  very.  sorry>  indeed'/*  said^ 
l^aSy  Arediusa^''  to  find'  that  young-man 
iiiyHcated  iii  ray  scheme  against  us^  as  we 

have 


have  Mf&erto  tbougfit  hki  a  rata  Ot^  ia 
this  part  of  the  worI4>.and  wquld.^av^ 
rejoiced  in  his  cooipany  as.  often  as  coBwe- 
jDiettt  to  him ;  hut  as  I  now  rc^oUect  ^ Doar 
for  Sibtikorpe  has  seemed  nuMfe  than  ^dogp 
to  mean  other  th^n  be  said  rela^iy^tqihait 
young  maiij  I  will  pause  a  Uule...  There  i^ 
no  judging  wl^  inllueLnce  .$nch  a  man  as 
Sir  Bernardine  might  obtain  over  the  bh>t 
rabf  of  a  young  nv»i»Dot  aafficiqntl^  h^ek- 
niedjn  the  ways  of  men  l#  be  on. .their 
guard  ag^n3t  temptatiionv  .  At.  aU.  ^l^entS;, 
it  ma]^  be  pri»ji^iC  not  oiil)^  to*  be  on  ;gii9r4 
ourselveSjtbiU  to  caution  t^te  servants  tol^e 
so  toa».  On  bq  account  should  any  o»^ 
drink,  fiU  th^y  relurn  home."  .  ,: 

"  Kight^  my  Lady !  upon  tny  eonscietic^i 
y^OttVe  right. ;  And:  then  tet  us  Itafe  dour 
ble  allowaaqe^  foff  d^  vklue.ol'oi^rfarbem'* 
voHJt  in  the^b^  of ,  tecaiptartioD^"       '    * 

''  I  woiftder>  G^loftet^  if  any  pteparations 

anre  actnaltji  makin|(    foif  the  fire«>wwks; 

and  ho\^  the  J»U(miess:  wSi  be  conducted  d. 

Bqr>.  thoagh  ;»iSaldTer's  dMgh^  r?vi)l' 

.   ,  l6  ingenuously 
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ingenuously -confess^  I  nev«r  was  present  at 
«h  exhibition  of  the  kind." 
'  '"^'As  to  how  the  matter  will  be  eou- 
ducfedj  my  dear  Miss^  I  will  not  presume 
WAy,  biecause^  upon  my  veracity,  I  havent 
%^ii'upoil  the  i^ot  io  see  ;  and  as  to  the 
pi'^parations  necessary,  tbbe  sure  they  don't 
depend  so  much  upon  the  nature  ot  the 
ortlefe^'to  be  exhibited,  that  it  isn^i  impos- 
sible^ at  all kt 411  to  describe  the  one-  with- 
out kii;<^wing  the  other  !"^ 
'  •' Theit^by  the  same  mle,  Cakmei/*  said 
his  Lady,  *'  if  we  coutd  inspect  the  prepa- 
rations, we  might  be  dble  to  form  a  tole- 
rable idea  of  the  exhibition  to  be  pre- 
sented. The  ladies  were  talking  of  a  walk 
about  noon ;  suppose  they  make  the  val- 
ley in  their  way  ?  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
catch  a  view  of  the  preparations.^ 

"  With  alF  my  heart  V  cried  Lady  Are- 
thusaw  '^  I  should  like  such  a  walk  of  all 
things ! .  J  shall  then  have  an  opportunity 
of.  obtaining  a  close  view  of  the  terrific 
temple^  tliat'our  lovely  friend  always  trcm*- 
..,:;;■:    ;.».  bles 
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bles  St  the  name  of ;  -aiict  we  shaU  ail'  of 
us, evince  ample  tokens;  if  tfacte  be  any 
truth  ill  the  scroll  before  us,  that  We  are 
not  the  pusillanimous  beings- whicb  some 
people  think  us/'  -^   * 

-  >  *'  And  while  I  hdTe  the  hottotit  to  ac- 
company you,  ladies,  by  my  own  dear 
self,  and  my  two  handa-  at  liberty  to  da 
just  as  I  please;  not  a  single  soul  of  you 
need  be  afraid  of  a  morsel  of  danger  ap^ 
proaching  you;  for  how  should  danger 
come  near  you,  when  I  am  standing  by  to^ 
protect  you  ?'* 

"  Well,  ladies  !  I  will  have  the  honour 
to  attend  you,^  though  I  am  by  no  means, 
partial  to  such  a  jaunt  •  I   fact,   I  feel  a 

reluctance  that- but  I  shall  only  subject 

myself  to  the  lash  of  my  amiable  friend, 
if  1  expose  my  silly  propensity  to  presenti- 
ment ;  therefore,  will  assume  some  merit 
ki  the  excursion,  by  endeavouring  to  be 
the  fiiBt  person  prepared  to  undertake  it/' 

And  up  stairs'  the  lovely  Fanny  ran,  to 
array  herself  for  the  walk  by  Ae  horrible 
•  temple^ 


r. 
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temple^  She  evea  thea  sbuddered  at  the 
recollectioD  of  ^e  delusive  ainl  sacrilegious 
apeoch  made  by  Sir  Bernardine^  at  the 
SHmieatt  e£his.tesolveto»ef«ctit;  and  the 
look  he  gave  when  presnmptuottsly  pro'^ 
mising  to  dedicsM;  it^  lo  her^  as  ta  the  Di- 
vinity ;  and  spUe  of  her  total  change  of 
sentiment^  she  coutd  DiDt  wholly  snodier  a 
sigh. 


4  k 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

WooiUI'the  wkkcfl  Imt  scffieual/  letet  on  Ml  dtvinc  s^Im^ 
ima^**  VIbUftt  nuittpufpo— yGdd  dkiioft^P'  lunrraaa^r  would' 
ftd  it  their  infiBtest,.  to  sty  notliiDf  of  iodiaaitoiik  to  obey  the . 
sacred  impulse  of  the  sacred  tezft*-*'  Do  justice^,  lote  mu€^. 
•nd  walk  haBihJjf  with  thjf  Godif 

Jtx.  Phosfhorus^  aiTived  at  Hiccorf-luitti 
about  eight  o'clcick^  and  had  the  honour 
to  take  his.breaki^  mtb  Sb  Bernaidine^ 
who  without  loss  oi  time  neeeived  sl  ci«- 
«»mstantfal' detail,,  tecbnicanp^  of  tfarvact*- 
•us  ofHdn  witik^Aidi^  the  cdd  ge»tlemaii? 
had  heai^ily  hden  kis  fffogHttgriUi'  Soobts 
after  nib#v  tl«  Mii£»eiUe»attd  joiMxs  wcm 
>  all 
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all  assembled,  when  the  Baronet  especially 
required  each  to  yield  implicit  obedience 
to  the  Jire-worker  generaly  that  the  diffe- 
rent framest  might,  be  duly;.- constructed^ 
and  the  whole  go  off  with  ^cbit.  For  a* 
such  exhibition  was  deemed  necessary  to 
the  completion  of  his  plan,  he  was  too  sage 
a  politician  not  to  know  thdt  the  more  ele- 
gantly and  dexterously  it  should  be  con- 
ducted, the  less  possible  chance  would 
there  be  of  suspicion  attaching  to-its  ori- 
gin, should  the  night  not  happen,  to  con- 
clude so  propitiously  as  he  most  devoutly 
wished;  / 

The  Baronet  bustled  about  in  the  midst 
of  the  throng,  attended  by  Lady  Hiccory, 
and  the  two  eldest  boys,  uutil  near  twelve 
o'clock,  when  recollecting  that  the:  opiate 
tincture  was  in  the  temple,  and  that,  the 
moment  then  arrived  would  yield  as  much 
leisure  as  he  might  be  able  to  catch«during 
the  remainder  of  :the  day,  i^esplved  also  to 
avoid  all  possibility  of  .suspicion,  as  to 
being,  observed  by  himself  ift,  any  suspir 

,    cious 
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cious  transaction^  or  of  being  seen  in  close 
conversation  with  the  yoiing  Doctor,  should 
he  happen  to  call  before  the  evening,  which 
he  did  not  expect ;  he  cantibusly  asked 
Lady  Hiccory  if  she  woiild  walk  with  hini 
as  far  as  the  temple  ?  and  the  boys  mijght 
go  with  them.  - 

Her  "Ladyship,  not  frequently  indulged 
with  invitations  so  sociable,  could  not  help 
admiring  at  the  peculiar  vein  of  urbanity 
which  seemed  to  pervade  her  altered  con- 
sort;  and  ventured  to  indulge  her  imagina- 
tioh  with  the  halcyon  approach  of  days 
more  happy  thian  thdse which  shehdd  hi- 
therto experienceid ;  of  (bourse  she  readily 
accepted  th^  Bapronet's'  bfifer,  who,  aftet 
again  requiring  t)¥e  Workmen  to  obey  the 
instructions  oF  Mr.  Phosphorus,  and  giv- 
ing dircctldri  where  to -place  the  mar^uee^ 
with  his  Lady -fianging  on  his  afra,  and  the 
boys  walking  before  him;  pWcfteded  to  the 
temple,  -slill  the-'depJoshbr^-  of  his  ■  delete-* 
rious  nost^umsi  though  he  bad  so  solemnly 
voWed  t6-tb*><6tatrilryv^      .'\      *    '.. 

■ 

■  ^*  Having 
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ing  to  smile  at  their  comitianderj  actu^Hy 
trembled  at  the  method  he  was  pursuing, 
and  reluctantly  followed  his  example. 
How  aggravating' this  is  V*  cried  Fariny. 

If  we  move  slowly,  the  monster  will  attri- 
bute it  to  fear,  and  if  we  move  at  this  rate, 
we  shall  positively  all  meet  .on  the  spot 
fronting  that'  horrid  timple  !"  '    ^ 

"  Ti-ti-tum-ti-ti/'  hummed  the  Coltmel, 
in  the  middle  of  his  march,  "  No  mutif^y  1 
March  on,  my  brtvc  heroes,  sM  the  vrctory 
will  be  ours,  because  we  hnve  got  Justice 
on  our  side^  and  so  will  be  sur<»  to.  drive 
the  enemy  oiit  of  Ihe  field/'  And  b»  they 
marched. 

"  Gracious  Heaven !  what  a  sight  is  that  !*' 
exclaimed  Lady  Arethiisa.  ''How it  moves 
after  Sir  Bernardine  !  Surely  it  is  the  very 
same  horrific  figure  which  stood  before 
^y  chamber-window,  on  Saturday  night! 
What  a  height!  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
Us!  If  it  were  night-time,  what  should  we 
do !     Had  we  not  better  stop  a  little,  Colo- 
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.  ''  He  who  halts  till  he  reaches  the  enemy 
shall  suflTer  death.  Bother  the  big  figure^ 
with  its  pale  white  face,  what  does  it  look 
at  us  for?  On  ladies,,  on!  If  it  be  the 
devil's  o^ynself  at  the  back  of  Sir  B^mar- 
dine,  by  J rS !  well  beat  em  both," 

''  Pale  as  it  is,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but 
the  face  is  human,  ladies,"  said  the  Colo^ 
*ncl]8  Lady,  [^  though  the  scene   is  truly 
alarming."  .    _ 

^\  They  come  rather  briskly  on  us,*' 
said  the  Baronet,  limping  a  little.  ''  1 
think  we  walk  slower  than  when  we  entered 
the,  valley." 

"  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  possible  to 
avoid  them,  my  dear ;  -nor  am  I  sorry  for 
it,  as  r  really  long  to  speak  to  Miss  Noble- 
ville ;  yet  I  think  their  attention  seems  not 
to  be  fixed  on  us," 

"  They  might  fix  it  on  the  devil  if  they 
would,  were  they  .but  any  where,  else* 
For,  though  we  are  at  the  angle  of 
the  paths,  and  they  slacken  their,  pace  k 
little,  waiting,  I  suppose,  for  the  two  gen- 
tlemen 
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family  to  a  fast  slaep^  while  you,  and  the 
young  Doctor,  whom. you  have  corrupted, 
should  carry  those  two  angeh  away  to^  the 
cave  under  the  cottage  in  the  park! — ia4$, 
this  accident  happened  before   all    thae 
were   thought  of,  ,what  loads   of  dtame 
here,  and  ^rrou^  hereafter,  might  you  not 
have  avoided!.^   Aye!  groan,   and  writh, 
and  groan  again  !  and  suffer  some  of  the 
torments  of  hell  in  this  world,  that  ybu  may 
have  less  io  endure  in  that  to  come,  where 
you  and  I  very  soon  shall  be.!   YovliXiovfy 
thou  devil !  if  .that  will  fill  up  the  measure 
of  thy  envy,  hatred,  and  malice,  the  fever 
which  seized  me  a  few  days  after  you  had| 
snared  me  with  a  press-gang,  which  I  car- 
ried to  the  West  Indies  with  me,  and  which 
gained  me  my  liberty,  that  I  might  come 
home  and  lay  myself  by  the  side   of  my 
poor  father^   who;  was  mur^ered\by  your 
tr€tatm.Qnt  of  his^augbte^  and  his  son,  has 
fini^edihe  w<>rk  you  so  inf(^rAal)y  began, 
by  ruining  my  poor,  dear  sisier  Sally  !    Ha ! 
Those  were  groaas  ind^d!    groans  that 

bespoke 
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bespoke  a  soul  suffering  somewhat  like 
torments! — they  make  atonement  for  a 
few  crimes ! — they  make  the  very  hearers 
tremble  ! — and  persuade  even  me  to  for- 
give you;  and  b^eg  of  the  Almighty  that 
they  may  not  be  eternal.  Oh,  God  !  thy 
jnercy  is  infinite  !  withhold  it  not  all  from 
this  wretch  !  monster  as  he  has  been  !" 

The  Baronet  gnashed  his  teeth  ;  cried 
out  in  the  bitterness  of  disappointment 
— "  Curse,  oh  curse  on  my  wayward  for- 
tune !  she  has  ever  led  me  to  the  pinnacle 

* 

of  hope,  that  she  mifi^ht  dash  my  bliss 
aside,  and  crush  me  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence !  Oh  God !  oh  God !  I  had  flat- 
tered myself  that  such  a  world  might  be 
carried  on  without  tbee ;  but  thou  hast 
caught  me  in  my  own  snare  completely, 
and  convinced  me    that — ^Oh  !" 

''  Ha  !  there  went  thy  soul !  before  that 
God,  whose  existence  thou  hast  dared  to 
doubt !  Happy  party !  those  pleasures 
await  you,   which  neither  me   nor  mine 

VOL.  III.  M  were 
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were  sufTered  to  enjoy.     Ha!  I  cornel*^ 
Let  me  pass ;  I  must  be  goit«  \" 

Still  fascinated  by  the  awf^I  figure,  tbe 
party  gaffing  with  Wretched  eyes^  gave  way 
to  let  it  pass.  It  moved  towards  the  ci^ 
pice — took  about  a  dozen  strides  and  stopt 
— "  Yes,  father!  yes,  my  dear  Sally!  I 
come^  I  come  !'*  it  cried^  and  sank  upon 
the  p9th. 

'^  'Tis  the  worthy  brother  of  poor  SaJly 
Woodman  ! — 'Tis  the  good  Tom  Trusty  ! 
Here  is  a  paper  in  the  self-same  hand^ 
dropt  from  him  as  he  fell/*  said  Fanny, 
who  by  a  kind  of  supernatural  impulse^ 
sprung  to  preserve  the  fomi  from  falling 
— '*  He  feels  no  sorrow  now,  for  Heaven 
has  called  him  to  rejoice  with  his  family, 
made  supremely  happy  !'*  And  breathing 
a  heavy  sigh,,  she  burst  into  a  flood  6f 
tears,  and  sank  into  the  arms  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Lomly,  who,  with  her  brother, 
had  followed  from  the  Cottage,  and  was 
standing  behind  her. 

''  Upon 
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*^  IJp<|n  _  xfij  conscience:,  J^dy  Hie- 
cQry,*'  s^y  tiie  Cotoniel,  wKo  ^a?f  sup- 
imrtjng  her,  whilst  l^is  Lady ,  was  admi- 
p^steriag  the  .har^^horii-battle,  -i'  ^his  is 
iipt  the  pleasantest  sceue  }p.  i\\c  world 
for  any  of  us  to  be  present  at,  and  the 
less  you  view  of  it  the  better;  because 
the  sooner  it  is  out  of  sight,  the  sooner 
it  may  be  forgotten.  Bad  hick  to  me, 
if  I  am  not  sincerely  rejoiced  to  see  you 
a  little  recovered  !  Your  Ladyship  shal? 
lean  upon  my  arm  to  the  Cottage,  where 
I  will  have  the  honour  to  be.  answerable 
for  your  warm .  and  friendly  reception. 
Doctor  Sibthorpe  is  coming  with  some 
people — he  will  take  care  of  the  body 
of  Sir  Bernardine;  and  we  will  all,  in 
our  turns,  look  to  the  welfare  of  your 
fthiily,  till  you  are  sufficiently  recovered 
from  the  shock  you  have  witnessed,  to 
resume  the  superintendance  of  it  your- 
self. Come,  my  de^r  Lady,  lean  on  j^e. 
Remember,  Madam,  w^e  are  all  orrfis 
merely  sojourners   in    this  land  of    pro- 

M  2  bation  : 
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bationr^'the  House  that  will  last  us  for 
ever  ta  live  in,  is  over  our  heads;  and 
may  we  so  finish  our  march  through 
this  country,  as  readily  to  find  a  joyful 
admittance  when  we  knock  at  the  door 
of  the  next ! " 
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CONCLUSION. 


Having  faithfully  traced  the  career  of  Sir 
Beroardine**  and  as  he  emphatically  ex- 
presses it,  *'  caught  htm  in  Ms  ouit  mare 
eompleteli//'  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
account  to  our  readers  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Marquis  of  Lornly  and 
Captain.  Nobleville,  as  also  of  poor  Wood- 
man, at  a  juncture  so  very  opportune. 

We  have,  therefore,  to  inform  them, 
that  on  the  arrival  of  the  expedition 
at  Portsmouth,  the  two  military  friends 
had  only  landed  a  few  minutes,  and 
wer.e  crossing   to^  the   Fountain    inn,   in 

M  S  very 
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very  earnest  conversation^  as  to  the  mode 
they  should  pursue  to  obtain  immediate 
leave  of  absence,  in  order  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  goddeaecs  of  their  idolatry, 
when  they  were  compelled  to  exert 
themselves,  to  escape  being  run  over 
by  a  carriage  and  four  foaming  horses: 
prompted  to  see  who  it  was  whose  equi- 
page had  so  fhtich  •  alaftnt^:  them,  they 
turned  their  eyes  to  the  door  of  it — 
*'  Heavens !  'tis  Lord  Bolton  !*'  And  the 
MarqbiS  ^pi'ang  tb  tlfe-  e&fltia^ey  And 
hkhdtA  hi«  LOfdiihip  dtit^  tb^  Ca^in 
following  theth  iAM  ihlt  h^il^ei 

Aftir  eSch^ftgit^^  ffeciprdcal  ift<|uiriife« 
respetting  each  olhtt%  health,  th^  M«N 
qiifs  bagged  Je6ve  16  ititrodi^te  his  WON 
thy  fri^fid  ahd  pfetsferver,  Gapfalh  No* 
hlcvill^,  brother  to  the  angelic  Miss  No* 
bl^ville,  whom  his  Loi*dship  had  the  plea- 
sure to  see  at  the  Countess  of  Belmont's. 

**"  Take  cai-e,  my  dear  Marquis,  that 
Tou  do  hot  plunge  yoursel/  intt>  some 
inextricable    quafrcl   here :    Vou    tfilk    of 

Captains 
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Captains  and  Misses^  while  I  see  nothing 
but  Earls  and  Ladies.'' 

''  I  do  not  understand  you,  my 
Lord/*  said  the  Marquis.  ''  Wijl  you 
have  the  goodness  to  explain  the  dan-^ 
ger  you  seem  to  perceive  ?'* 

'^  Only,  if  you  mean  to  do  me  the 
honour  of  introducing  your  friend,  you 
must  take  care  to  announce  him  a^-"--'- 
the  Earl  of  Holliston/' 

*'  The  Earl  of  HolIisto*> !  **  exclaimed 
bofK  the  MuH^viis  wpA  Fredtricts* 

*'  Yes^  ifty  Lcml !  "^  And  Lord  Bolton 
sfiook  the  C^pfam  \y  the  hand.  '^  I 
have  tbef  honour  to  felicitate  you  on 
the  Peerage  and  estates  of  HoIIiston; 
the  }at6  lAt\  having  died  at  Dumfries^ 
on  Sunday  morning  last,  preceded  by 
the  honourable  lit.  Dalton  only  nine 
days.  The  Countess  of  Belmont  had 
received  intelligence  of  both  those  in- 
teresting events,  from  a  distant  relation, 
only  yesterday;  and  I  found  her  Lady- 
ship very  busys    felicitaiiiig  both    Lady 

M  4  Ariethusai 
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Arethuss^  and  her  lovely  friend  on  the 
happy  news,  as  I  understand  they  are 
down  at  some  Cottage,  in  Cornwall, 
thinking  a  jaunt  of  a  few  we^ks  would 
I>e'  conducive  to  a  return  of  health.** 

"  Then,  my  dear,  good  friend,  do  you/ 
have  the  goodness  to  obtain  us  leave 
of  absence,  only  just  to  express  our 
feelings  to  iho^  ^,divtnities,  and  we  will 
meet  you  in  London,  or  any  where  else, 
upon  earth;  and  tell  your  Lordship  all 
about  burning  ships,  and  saving  friends! 
^-about  going  five  thousand  miles  to  see 
7wthing^  and  coming  home  to  hear  news 
worth  empires  to  Frederick  and  his  hea- 
venly sister,  because  they  can  now  be 
made  and  make  happy,  without  appear- 
ing to  be  obliged ;  but  not  worth  a 
farthing  to  Lady  Arethusa,  or  me,  be- 
cause it  deprives  us  of  giving  proofs  of 
our  affection,  which  could  not  well  be 
doubted." 

^'  Well,  well,  my   dear  young   friend, 
let  us  have  some  dinner,  and  I  will  see 

what 
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what  I  can  do  for  you ;  but  inind,  not 
^  word  about  starting  till  to-morrow; 
for  r*  will  positively  claim  the  icompany 
both  of  Lord  HoUiston  arid  your  Lord- 

4 

ship,  the  remainder  of  Ais  day  at  least." 

The  next  morning  early,  the  happy 
friends  threw  themselves  into  a  post- 
chaise,  and  arrived  at  Exeter  about  eight 
in  the  evening,  where  having  refreshed 
themselves,  for  two  or  three  hours,  they 
eagerly  pursued  their'  journey,  and  ar- 
rived a<  the  Cottage  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  the  ladies  had  left  it. 
They  merely'  walked  through  the  house, 
hxit  did  not  stop  a  minute,  so  anxious 
were  they  to  see  their  lovely  friends; 
and  arrived  just  in  time  to  fill  up  the 
interesting  group,  as  we  just  now.  saw. 

As  for  Woodman,^  he,  poor  fellow,  ar- 
rived from  Plymouth,  almost  exhausted, 
on  Saturday  evening ;  he  had  taken  his 
long  round  fVock  with  him  to  Antigua, 
to  which  place  the  frigate  w^as  bound 
that  he   was  put   on   board  of.     At  An- 

m5  tigua 


^jO  lucky  escapbs. 

tigua  he  h^id  purchased  a  stiaw  hat>  for 
coolness,  during  a  fortnight's  co&vales- 
cence,  which  he,  had  there  experjencecl; 
these^  with  his  long  white  trowsefSi  on 
a  tnaa  so,  very  tall^  aiid  so  much,,. re- 
duced in  bulk  by  the  tedious  fever, 
absolutely  rendered  him  a  terriGc  sight, 
even  to  those  who  met  him  on  the  road 
after  tlie  day  was  closed.  As  he  had 
procured  himself  bread  and  cheese  suffi* 
cient  to  last  him  a  couple  of  days^ 
also  two  pensj  a  small  phial  of  iak,  and 
two  sheets  of  paper^  be  determined  to 
take  up  his  abode 'in  a  harn  near  the  cop- 
pice belonging  to  the  farm>  and  not 
appear  publicly  until  he  had  made  an 
accurate  survey  of  the  neighbourhood, 
to  leara  how  matters  were  going  on 
with  respect  to  the  dear,  good,  and  beau- 
tiful ladjj,  for  she  was  the  constant  ob- 
ject of  his  thoughts — of  his  anxiety — 
of  his  apprehensions ;  all  his  fears  were 
for  her  safety — all  bis  hopes  for  her 
welfare;  and  alt  Jbis    vexation    at   being 

impressed. 
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inoi  pressed,  lest  she  should  return  to  the 
Cottage^,  as  he  knew  that  both  Robert 
and  Rebecca  daily  expected  her,  and 
by  him  |i  ot  being  presfent  to  warn  her 
of  dny;  impending  'daiigen;^  she  might 
fall  iRtio  the  villain's  snares,  and  be 
conveyed  away  to  bi»  infeai^nal  cottage 
in  the  p^rk. 

He  was  moving^  very  much  fatigued, 
towaids  the  barn^  but  could  not  think 
of  layicbg  himself  down  to  rest>  until 
he  had  taken  a  view  of.  the  Cotts^e ; 
so  crawling  there^  he  gazed  about  him^ 
till  he  saw  a  light  in  the  front  cham*^ 
ber;  this  induced  him  to  enter  the 
courts  in  hope  of  gaining  a  sight  of 
the  angel ;  and  he  was  gazing  on  her 
most  intensely,  when  his  appearance  crea- 
ted the  alarm  already  mentioned,  which, 
in  fact,  he  was  totally  unconscious  of 
being  capable  of  doing. 

On  quitting  the  fr^nt  xourt,  it  struck 
him  that  the  whiteness  of  hut  frock  might 
be  the  means  4^  his  being  traced  to  the 

barn^ 
6 


259  LUCKY    ESCAPKff. 

barn,  and  his  arrival  being  known  sooner 
than  he  wished  it  should;  therefore,  open- 
ing his  bundle,  he  put  on  a  long  blue 
waich-coat,  which  instantly  rendered  him 
invisible;  the  straw  hat,  somewhat  soiled, 
not  being  white  enough  of  itself  to  mak* 
a  distinct  appearance  in  the  dark,  though 
that  and  the  trowsers,  aided  by  the  frock,, 
formed  a  universal  white;  just  so  the 
poor  fello>v  acted  on  the  Sunday  even- 
ing, after  having  over-heard  the  con- 
versation between  the  Baronet  and  Mr: 
M'Mahon,  *  and  alarmed  the  butler  and 
footman. 

On  the  Monday  morning,  the  poor  fel- 
lo%v  felt  a  lassitude  unusual  hanging  about* 
hi:n,  and  having  finished  his  letter  of 
'ivarriinp;  to  Miss  Nobleville,  he  fancied 
the  moment  of  his  death  was  not  far 
distant;  so  leaving  the  letter  at  the 
back-gate,  he  entered  the  bye-lane  lead- 
ing to  the  coppice,  and  sat  himself  on 
the  bank  to  recover  himself  a  little,  after 
much  exertion  to  get  out  of   siirlit  he- 

fore 
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fore  any  one  came  to  the  gate,  in  case 
they  sbosid  be  inclined  to  look  about 
them  la.  search  of  the  person  who  rang. 

He  then  resolved  to  make  a  last  effort 
to  see  Sir  Bernardine — to  lay  the  deaths 
of  him  ifnd  ibis  family  *to  his  charge — to 
exhort  him  to  repent  of  his  past  crimes^ 
and  inform  him^  that  he  had  prevented 
him  from  doing  mischief  that  day^  at 
least  having  sent  intelligence  of  his  in- 
fernal scheme  to  the  ladies.  He  was  pass- 
ing up  a  part  of  the  bye-lane  which  se- 
parated the  lawa  from  the  valley,  when 
he  saw  the  Baronet  pass  with  his  Lady 
and  children,  and  stepping  eagerly  for- 
ward, followed  them  down  to  the  temr 
pie,  as  before  described.     ^ 

And,  as  to  Doctor  Sibthorpe,  he  had 
gone  to  the  Hall  on  a  yery  serious  affair. 
— What  with  having  drank  much  more 
wine  than  usual  for  the  last  fortnight — 
what  with  having  all  his  faculties  wound 
up  to  a  very  furor  of  expectation  by 
the  dangerous  discourses   of  Sir  Berrtar- 

dine — 
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dine-^and  what  with  the  riiock  which 
his  firiiid  had  received  from  tke  sight  of 
the  appalling  figure  on  the  lawn^  Mfr' 
M'^rahon  became  so  macii  dtstuthed  du* 
ring  the  latter  part  of  the  nighty  as  tot 
arotTSe  the  family,  from  the  cAcct  of  a 
dream.  In  the  n  orning^  the  servant,  whcr 
went  to  call  him  up,  found  him  in  a 
rjging  fever>  and  immediately  acquainted 
the  worthy  Doctor  of  the  unhappy  dis- 
eovery. 

The  Doctor  arose  instantly,  and  /ouad 
the  young  man  in  an  agony  of  contri-^ 
tion,  execmting  the  ^vtie  conduct  of  the 
Baronet,  which  had  ruined  his  peace  of 
mind  for  ever,  and  determined  no  longer 
to  be  the  dupe  of  his  artifices,  and  pan- 
dar  to  his  schemes.  He  therefore  re- 
lated the  whole  of  Sir  Bernardine's  in* 
sidtons  behaviour'^-^his  diabolical  machina* 
tions,  and  the  premeditated  plan  of  the 
evening,  at  the  display  of  fire-works, 
solely  invented  to  answer  his  infamous 
purposes,  and   not  as   a    compliment  to 

the 
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the  Cotontft  Olr  his  nuptials/  the  articles 
having  been  Drdered  before  the  wecW 
din^  \vai(  eT^n  suspected.  He  begged  the 
ivorthy  Doctor  ilof  dfily  to  inform  the 
viUdiii  of  his  impious  intentions  being 
revealedi  buf  that  he  heartily  execrated 
hifh  ,for  sedocli»g  his  morals,  and  alike 
dcftested  his  eit^aritig  eloquence^  ungo^ 
Tefnable  licentiofisneds^  and  infernal  plot-* 

tirtgs.  '-  .•■.■'';^.- 

With  this  message,  and  with  a  lecture 
of  Ml  trivial  khporC  in  ptttQ%  Doctor  Sib- 
tb^ptf :  ha^ened  to  the  Halh^'  asL  aoon  at 
iM  li^A  obeyed  a  cadi  td  x  perspii  taktid 
suddanly  ill  a  fewtniled  from  the  village/ 
aivd  W^s  informed  df  the  Baronet  beiiig 
gowe  to  the  iempl«.  /.Thither  be  *\ya< 
following,  when  just  on  the  verge  of  the 
hwn,  h^  met  th<  ttv^  jsons  of  the  Baro- 
net eagerly  nmning^  and  calling  on  him 
as  ioiidly  as  possib^    ^ 

Having  with^  iiome  difficulty  obtained 
efficient  intellrgencetotioiivince  him  that 
tom^wfaat  vary  serioui  mtisA  have  occurred, 

.as 
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as  the  eldest  boy  repeatedly  .sdid  his 
papa  was  hleeding  to  death,  though,  by 
running  away  so  ihstantaneouslyj  he  could 
only  have  known  that  his  papa  had  cut 
his  foot^  the  Doctor,  by  hallooing  and 
beckoning,  roon;  collected  fbur  men  to- 
gether, for  the  purpose  of  conYeyihg  his 
wounded  patient  to  the  Hall ;  and  as  the 
Colonel  obrer\ed,  was  hastening  to  the 
spot  when  Sir  Bernardine  breathed  his 
last. 

•  To  say  '  that  •  t  tipe  ^  Marquis . .  of  'Lomfy 
was  made,  .happy  with  Lady  Fanny  No- 
bleville,  and  that  the  Earl  of  HoUiston 
was  blessed  with  the  hand  of  the  amia- 
ble! Lady  Arelhusa  Belmont,  would  only 
be  telling  our  readers  what  they  must 
already  have  anticipated. 

Mr.  M'Mahon  died  of  the  fever,  sin- 
cerely repenting  having  yielded  an  at- 
tentive ear  tO'  such  delusive,  indelicate, 
and  dangerous,  discourses..  Doctor  Sib- 
thorpe  and  his  family  are  fortunate  and 
happy,    and    ever  held  in    the  rank  of 

their 
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their  best  visitors  and  friendsi  by  the 
Lornly  and  the  Holliston  families:  apd 
Colonel  Doiibletts  having  laid  down  his 
commission  without  his  SovereFgn's  per- 
mission^ ingenuously  confessing  that  he 
took  it  up  merely  as.  a  travelling  compa- 
nion to  conduct  him  to  the  port  of  in- 
dependence, calmly  resumed  his  family- 
name,  and  became  Patrick  Carrol,  Esquire; 
being  put  into  possession  of  the  Cot- 
tage and  its  demesne,  on  the  solemn  co- 
venant that  he  and  his  Lady  should  meet 
their  lovely  friends  in  Lopdpn  every  win- 
ter, and  spend  two  months  with  them  at 
least.  Indeed,  all  the  families  are  now 
becoming  numerous,  and  as  happy  as 
families  in  this  world  of  probation  can 
be.  Thus,  may  the  amiable  and  benevo- 
lent ever  experience  the  felicity  they  me- 
rit ;  and  the  malevolent,  impious,  and 
cruel,  suffer  the  disgrace,  infamy,  and  dis- 
appointment, they  so  justly  deserve  ! 

FINIS. 
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THE  MYSTERIOUS  FREEBOOTER } 
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THE   DAYS     or    QUEEN    BESS. 

BY  FRANCIS  LATHOM. 
4  vols,  tos*  s«iped« 

*«  This  Talc  is  ^  pleafing  exception  to  the  general  opinio* 
of  critics  that  all  novds  are  nonfenfe.  If  the  developemeiiC 
Df  interesting  situationSi  or  the  inculcation  of  honest  and  ho- 
nour^iblc  morality  be  nonfenfe ;  if  nonienfe  covHil  in  the  li'ti' 
|>lay  of  a  lively  conception,  and  the  inveftig:ation  of  the  hu- 
m^n  mind  he  nonfenie ;  then  indeed  tlte  Novel  before  ns  is 
entitled  to  the  name  of  nonfenie.  But  if  the  lefTon  oF  exam- 
ple can  inftruft  our  undeiitandings,  or  the  adminiftralion  of 
poetical  jullice  conedt  our  hearts,  the  Myftcrious  Freebooter 
will  be  read  w  iih  fattsfaction  by  a  conHdu'able  portion  of  the 
ptibtic.  It  has  already  been  thrown  into  a  pantomime  balitt 
by  ilie  proprietors  of  the  Circus ;  and  we  doubt  not  it  wili  be 
as  great  a  favourite  in  the  clofet,  as  it  is  upon  the  stage.** 

Monthly  Mirror,  for  Mqy,  i8o6i 

**  The  author  of  Men  and-  Manners  is  no  inferior  novelift  : 
nothing  ought  more  to  iurprife  than  his  uiu  ivalied  feaiiity  : 
few  authors  hiive  written  fo  much  who  repeat  themfclves  jb 
little  :  this  is  the  privilege  of  thofe  who  draw  lefs  from  prece- 
<ient  than  imagination  ;  who  Uudy  books  little  and  nature 
much.  Of  the  plan  of  a  romance  full  of  incident,  it  would  be 
laborious  to  give  the  (tory  in  epitome  5  and  would  increafc  the 
reviewer's  trouble  only  to  decrealie  the  reader's  gratification. 
SuHice  it  to  fay,  that  terrorifm  is  the  predominant  imprtflion } 
that  this  is  a  produ6lion  of  the  Radcliffe  school,  and  perhaps 
the  bei^  domeftic  imitation  which  has  yet  appeared  ;  and  that 
ti  is  full  of  intereft^  gf  invention,  and  of  eloquence," 
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